Scanned by CamScanner 






































































































































































































































Scanned by CamScanner 













TW fn j & T • vy>u ever )' tllm g; >pu lıave got unlimited resourcesl 
oundatıon ol your State lıas beeıî laid; and it is for you to build, 

and build as quıckly and as iveli as you can. So 20 abead and 1 ıvisf 
you godspeed.” ^ 


i 


Qaî!d-e-Azam: August 14, 1948. 
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1 N T RODUCTION 


llus book is no i (hor a biography of the Qaid-e-Azam nor a collcc- 
tion or rehash ol his public utterances and opinions. Every well- 
inlormed person kno\vs of him as a man of resolute will, completely 
inoorruptihlo, a shre\vd politician and advocate, prosperous and 
immacıılate. Hut thore is more to it than that and it is my object to 
disclose the hu man traits ol his character, his inner thoughts and reac- 
tions which \vere revealed on rare occasions vvhen he relaxed or 
thought oloud in the company of the closest of his trusted associates. 

1 ho pages that follovv, record facts and impressions which I can recall 
or have ga the re d trom my records. 

1 believe that such a study of the Qaid-e-Azam has not been 
attempted and time should not be lost in publishing what only some 
persons stili living knovr, so that the present generation and the genera- 
tions that tollo\\ have a true picture of the character of the founder of 
their State. Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a mortal and, like ali mortals, 
had his good points and points not so good. But this much must be 
said that the good for outweighed the indifferent. 

If this book serves even a little of the purpose for which it is 
written, I shall be a grateful man, because I shallhave contributed to 
the mass of material which will give a correct picture of the man who, 
with Allah’s blessings and the support of onehundred million Muslims, 
earned for us our freedom and gave us a country, a homeland to cali 
our o\vn. 


Had it not been for the constant persuasion of my friend Khwaja 
Sanvar Haşan, Secretary of the Pakistan Institute of International 
Affairs, Karachi, I would not have undertaken the responsibility of 
’vvriting this book. Month in and month ou t he pressed me to search 
my memory and write about the Qaid. His pleas were reinforced by 
those of my wife who savv to it that I did not slacken in my efforts and 
whose constant encouragement enabled me to complete the task I had 
undertaken. 


It is my pleasant duty to acknovvledge vvith gratitude the help 
given me by some friends. I am indebted to Mr. K.H. Khurshid, 
former Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azam, for going through the manu- 
script and nıaking useful suggestions. 
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I am also grateful to Mr. Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad, a former Lecturer 
in Enalish at Aligarh Muslini University and Convener of the Com- 
mittee of Writers of the All-India Müslim League. As a well-known 
ıvriter of books on the Müslim freedom struggle and with his first- 
hand kno\vledge of the Müslim League movement he gave me valuable 
assistance in filling in important details, supplying authentic references 
and preparing the final manuscript of the book. 

I must also record my appreciation and thanks to my young and 
able Secretary, Miss Qamar Iqbal, who delved into my fileş of corres- 
pondence and picked out the material which I have reproduced, and 
for her tireless typing, re-typing and correcting the pages before thev 
\vere finally sent to the press. 

İn this book I have not consistently used the word Qaid-e-Azam. 

I have addressed hini in various ways. In places I have called him bv 

his name, in others I have referred to hini as Qaid-e-Azam or simpl'v 

Qaid, or my or our leader. “A rose called by any other name smell's 
just as sweet . 

M.A.H. ISPAHANI 

2, Reay Road, 

Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 
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foreword 



It is now över thirty years that Mr. Ispahani and I have been close 
friends. We met m Calcutta for the first time in ı 934 through a 
common friend, Khvvaja Nooruddin 1 . T\vo years later, we both 
were invited by the Qaid-e-Azam to attend a meetingat Lahore vvhere 
the Müslim League Parliamentary Board was formed. It was there 
that \ve took an oath that we shall dedicate our lives to the service of 
the Müslim Nation under the leadership of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 
Since that memorable day until the Qaid breathed his last, vvhatever 
our minör differences may have been, we never wavered in our loyaltv 
to the leader and to the cause he represented. We gave him our 
love, respect and loyalty and he, in return, revvarded us with his full 
confidence and trust. 

I can say vvithout fear of contradiction that in every decision that 
the Qaid took regarding Bengal, the largest Müslim province of İndia, 
he depended completely on the reports of Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani. In 
1946 Mr. Ispahani was appointed his Personal Representative and 
Envoy of the Müslim League to acquaint the leaders and heads of 
foreign States with the case for Müslim independence in our sub- 
continent. Mr. Ispahani throughout the Qaid’s life remaind one of 
his able, loyal and trusted lieutenants. Having lived and worked so 
closely with the Qaid, who else can give a better and truer picture of 
the man? 

Never before in the history of Indian Muslims had any single 
person attained such a political stature or had commanded such implicit 
confidence and trust of his people as did the Qaid-e-Azam. He was a 
man who had 1 itti e in common with the people he led but his sıngle- 
ness of purpose, his unbending will and complete faith in the right- 
eousness of his cause, created a nation with life and vision out of an 
exhausted, disarrayed and frııstrated people. 


Most of us know hovv the Qaid-e-Azam reacted in times of great 
stress and strain but the trııe greatnessol the man is revealed throug 
the minoı* incidents of his life and the sum total of his behaviour in 
his day-to-day life is bv far the best yardstick to measııre 
true character. 


1 Khwaja Nooruddin \vas the founder of the ‘‘Morning News at Calcutta 
Partition, was re-staıted at Karachi and Dacca. 
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FOREWORD 


Here is a book that recalls some incidents in the life of th e 
Oaid-e-Azam. Originally.it wasproposed that Mr. Ispahani Maul anı ■ 
lamal Mian, Mr. K.H. Khıırshid and I contrıbute artıcles on the varıo Us 
facetsof the life and character of theQaid. Unfortunately noneof Us 
was able to fulfil this promise and Mr. Ispahani, th ere o re, had to 
ao it alone and publish only those incidents of the Qaıd s Jıfe which 
he had recorded in vvriting or had stored in his memory. 

Many books will, I anı sure, be written about the founder of 
Pakistan, but this one will renıain valuable in its own way as it will be 
an index of the feelings and reactions of a young—young at the time 
these notes were written—Muslini intellectual and of the impact which 
the Qaid’s personality had on the mind of a young man who had the 
rare privilege of enjoying his confidence. 

I hope and trust that this will only be a beginning and Mr. Ispahani 
will, in the ııear future, fiııd time to write and give a fuller and more 
comprehensive account of the man and the nıovement which, under 
Allah’s guidance, created the largest Muslini State in the trvventieth 
century. 

MOHAMMAD AMİR AHMAD 
Raja of Mahmudabad 


2, Framroze Road, 
Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 
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INTRODUCTION 

to the second revised and enlarged edition: 


As the First edition of this book, in ali its three versions, has met 
uith unexpected demand and is almost sold out, my friends and 
some of those who wrote to me kind and encouraging letters after 
reading it, have asked nıe to venture into the publication of a second 
edition. This, 1 am doing, \vith some measure of reluctance. 

This second edition will carry not only the correetion of the prin- 
ter’s errors but also the additions of interestingmaterial, a completely 
ne w chapteı* captioned i ‘Mııslim League from the armehair to the 
masses,” which seeks to give a brief repoıt on the Al 1 -India Müslim 
League, covering the period 1906 until 1947, some appendices and an 
index. This edition has necessitated extra effort which I have made with 
the encouragement and exemplary co-operation of Mr. Jamil-ud-Din 
Ahmad, who has worked untiringly by mv side to give it better shape, 
to add to it more important and interesting material, since discoveıed, 
and to make it somevvhat revvarding lor the effort put in. 

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge with gratitude the Services of 
Syed Shamsul Haşan who was Assistant Secretary of the All-India 
Müslim League from 1914 right until partition. He was popularly 
knovvn as the ‘old faithfuT and has carefullv preserved the records of 
the Muslini League. Without exaggeration, he may be called a walking 
history of the Muslini League. I am grateful to him for refreshing my 
memory of some of the events recorded here. 

In adding a ne\v chapter, more nanıes ol the dead and the 
living have been accommodated in tlıese pages. Some have appeared in 
glovving colours vvhereas othershave not made such beautifııl pictures. 
I shall make it ahundan tly cleaı* that I hear no malice to those \vhom 
I have criticised at the time we were strııggling to gain our İreedom. 
My fileş and notes have provided the material. Most ot the Ieaders 
were my friends or acquaintances and colleagues and to some of thenı 
1 was elose. But friendship is one tlıing and the recording ol incontro 
vertible facts is something else. It will be agreed that lacts have to e 
presented vvithout fear, favour or distortion. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND REVISED AND ENLARGED 

edition 

If these paaes havebrought out the positive and epoch-making part 
plaved bv Mohammed Ali Jinnah in creatıng a nevv State and the fact 
that the goalof the Muslims of India was achieved through the sincerity, 
hard work, perseverance, clear thinking, clean dealing, patience, un- 
matched strategv and great foresight ol the Pıesident of the A i 1 - 
India Müslim League, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, this book vvill have served 
its purpose. 


M. A. H. ISPAHANI 


2, Reay Road, 
Karachi 

December i£, 1966. 
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CONTACT VVITH QAID 






■ 

. ^ 

■ f r 







J^S a yoımg man of eighteen, I first cast eyes on Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, the famous lawyer and nationalist politician of 
lndia. He hailed from Bombay. He was married to Miss Ratanbai 
Petit, only daughter of the wealthy Baronet, Sir Dinshaw Petit. She 
an as the eldeı* sister ol the present Sir Dinshaw, my friend and 
con tempo ra ry at Cambridge. Mr. Jinnah was a renowned active 
politician. He was member of the Imperial Legislative Council 
representing the Muslims of Bomb ay from 1910 to 1919 when 
he resigned on the Rovvlatt Act îssue.'l had heard that his speeches 
in the Council were marked by a spirit of independcnce and fearless 
advocacy of the cause of the people. , 

It was in the Michaelmas term of 1920, my first “fresher” term 
at Cambridge, that Mr. Jinnah accepted the invitation of the Indian 
Majlis' , the first ever debating society established bv Indians in 
England, to address its members. He \vore with distinction a thin 
streak of grey hair right in the middle of his head; his features were 
chiselled; he was tali and thin; he was immaculately and fashionably 
attired; in short, he made an indelible impression on the screen of 
my memory, an impression vvhich despite ali the many years that 
have flown by, remains as eveıgreen as it vvas when 1 first set my eyes 
on him. At the time I could well appreciate why women of diverse 


The Indian Majlis at Cambridge vvas, if I am not wrong, the first non-British Society at the 
University founded almost 100 years ago. The Majlis is a debating society and, in my time, 
used to hold meetings every Sunday night, afteı* dinner. The procedure follovved by it 
was and is similar to that of the Union Society, a mock parliament of the University. At 
almost every meeting, debates \vere held which \vere at times fiery and almost alvvays 
interesting. The Majlis President invited specialists, vvhenever available, to participate in 
the debates. Sometimes when a V.I.P. vvas invited, debate vvas postponed and the evening 
vvas devoted to hearing the learned speaker and putting questions to him after his talk. The 
Cambridge Majlis is the elder sister of the Oxfon\ Majlis. Both Societies have produced nrıore 
politicians and prominent men in various vvalks of life in lndia and Pakistan than I vvould 
çare to mention. İn 1923 T had the good fortune and privilege to be elected President an 
1 can say \vith confidence that I gained substantialJy in experience by participatiııg in i e 
activities of the Majlis. My daughter, Iran, follovved me thirty years laleı*. 
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-> OAID-E-AZAM as l KNEVV HIM 

„ fl f c || captive to his charm and pcrsonality. Wlıen addressing 
i,t spite of his l'amed reserve, he appeared to be close to us youngst er ; 
who had filIed thc hail to hearhinı. We ıvere struck by his eloc|uence, 
the ease and grace of his style of spealdng and his grasp ol political 
intricacies. 


He spoke for about an hour. He advised us to devote our 
attention to studies and to return home qualified to help our mother- 
land to advance and to gain her freedonı İroni British subjection. 

He informed us of the latest shape the struggle tor independence had 
assumed and how it would continue without a moment’s abatement 
until freedonı was won. It was at this meeting of the Majlis that I 
first met Subhas Clıandra Bose, the great Indian hero, loved and 
adored particularly by thc Hindııs ol Bengal, vvho ws in later life 
called “iVcmji” and fled the country to join the “enemy’s” canip 
vvhen the war vvas aoing badly for Britain and her allies; vvho created 
the Indian National Army and losthis life in an air crash in the Pacific. 
Subhas, lıaving been selected for the I.C.S., was doing his probation. 
Shortly after starting, he resigned from the I.C.S. vvhich in British days 
\vas a great service, the envy of ali classes of servants, public or 
private. He did not want to serve the rulers. His desire was to 
return home to “throvv the British oııt and to be free”. Subhas too 
vvas ıııuch impressed by Mr. Jinnah’s talk and lıeard him throughout 
\vith rap t attention. 

The next time I had the privilege of meeting Mr. Jinnah, and 
this time in the company of his beautiful wife, vvas sonıe vveeks later 
at dinner in my uncle’s home, 46, Putııey Hill, London. It vvas a 
fairly grand dinner. After dinner, a Jazz band peıformed and the 
gıicsts, at lcast most ol thenı, took the floor and cut capers as vvas 
the fashion in 1920. Mr. Jinnah vvas not a dancing fan. So my 
cousin, Mirza Ali Ispahani, and I acconıpanied him to the billiard 
room. He plaved billiards vvhile the band’s drumnıer thumped on 
the drum just över our heads. 

Tlıeıı, time grevv her loııg vviııgs and fleıv past. Years passed and 
my patlı and his brilliantly lit one did not cross. İt vvas in 19 36 

1 , "; 1S astonished to ı-eceive an invitation from the All-India 

Mushm League Pariiamentary Board, the Chairman of ıvhich was 
Mı. Mohammed Al, Jinnah, to attend the meeting of the said Board 

dr«- l!’ ( ^' s f becaı " e m y third meeting ıvith the man vvho vvas 
Jestined to hght forand vvin freedom from both British and Hindus for 
hıs brotlıers and sisters in faith in the form of a separate, 
ındependent, sovereign State carved out of the sub-continciıt. 
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PLIGHT OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 


A T our first meeting, Mr. Jinnah’s qualities tvhich impressed 
1 me most \vere his magıtetic personality and his genius for 
negotiation and for conveying his point of view convincinglv. - 
With the passage ot time, these cjualities ç;re\v increasingly outstand- 
ing and to demonstrate this view I slıall delve into the past for 
appropriate material. 


It was in the vear 1932 that a group of young, energetic, 
patriotic and progressive men in Calcutta formed the Nen Müslim 
Majlis. The spear-head of this drive was Kh\vaja Nooruddin, cousin 
and brother-in-law of Kh\vaja Nazimuddin, who lateı* played a heroic 
part in making the Mohammedan Sporting Club the premier football 
club of India. The main aims and objects of the group were: 


(a) To gain freedom from British rule, 

(b) To join hands with progressive and nationalist bodies to 
attain (a) above, 

(c) To sponsor the just righls of the Muslims in the Calcutta 

Corporation and elsewhere, 

(d) To capture the Mohammedan Sporting Club and to develop 
it into the nation’s premier football club, 

(e) To start a newspaper for carrying on a fearless campaign in 
sııpport of Müslim rights and to rehabilitate self-confidence 
amongst the Muslims of Bengal. 

Jt was a party vvhich bclieved not in communalism but in nationalism. 
It believed in wresting, through united effoı t, independence from the 
British; it believed in opposing ali the policies and reasons tvhich the 
British adopted to the detriment ol Indian interests; it believed that 
unless the Hindus and Muslims abandoned their parochial vietv-» anr 
joined hands to hght for their peoples’ freedom, independence uoU f 
ahvays rernain a mere mirage. With ali these objects in mind, t te 

3 
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party decided to enler t lu x aetive 
ot't he Calcutta Corporation, 


liehl ol polltlcs ihrough the jıoriah 




İn ıhe Corporation eleelions vvhlch vvere, liehl in llıe »pring of 
1903, ıhe Ne\v Muslim Majlls put ııp six candidales for ıhe clghtccn 
seats vvhiclı \vere rcserved for the Mııslims of Calcutta. Of tne «ix 
five were returned and onc of (he Majlls nomin.ee», an ıınknovvn 
young man Mr. Basit by name, beat ıhe Llon of Bengal, 
Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, in VVard No. 19. Thîs vvas Mr. Haq’s (irsi 
defeat in his long political career and at thc handa of a young,ster. 
Being young Müslim “nationalists”, vve secured ıhe support of the 
Congıess Party in ıhe Corporation and had One of the leading 
members of our party, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, elected 
Alderman of the Corporation. This group, of which I vvas a 

member, though small in number, did usefııl vvork in the city 
Corporation. Ii: judged questions on their merit and not on a 
communal basis as thc othcr oldeı* Müslim groups and parties did. 
Any proposal vvhich the European group in the Corporation put 
forvvard, vvhether right or vvrong, vvas opposed on pı inciple by the 
Majlis Party, although one of the tvvo factions of the Congress, the 
j: Sen Gupta Party, and the Forvvard Block, to achieve their ovvn ends, 
*joined hands vvith the Europcans vvho had ten members in the 
Corporation. 

The New Muslini Majlis Party financed an old Müslim nevvs- 
paper The Müsalman , ovvned and edited by an elderly “nationalist” 
gentleman named Mujibur Rahman. When he took ili and vvas 
no longer able to edit the monthly, Riazul Hassan, one of 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s fricnds and follovvers, vvas entrusted vvith 
the responsibility. Altaf Husain, novv a veteran Journalist and editör 
of Dawn\ vvas at the time professor of English literatüre at 
Calcutta University and ıısed to contribute interesting, illuminating 
and povverful vveekly articles presenting Muslini vievvs, grievances 
and demands in the columns ol the Calcutta Statesman under the 
pseudonym “Ainul Mülk”. Altal Husain then harboured Müslim 
Majlis ideals in his heaıt and undertook to vvrite free of charge a 
column in our Müsalman under the caption ‘‘Slings and Aırovvs”, 
his pen-name being “Archer”. This column created a sensation and 
there vvas discomfiture in the ranks both of the Müslim toadies and 
of the Hindus. The column vvas a treat for the young and pro- 
gressive Müslim intelligentsia of Bengal. 


1 At prcsent, Minister of Industries in the President’s Cabinet of Ministers. 
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PLIGHT OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 

I reproduce his column of July ı 935 
interesting reading even today and which 
bird’s eyeview of the spirit and sentiments oi 
şive intelligentsia of the time spear-headed 
Müslim Majlis of Calcutta : 

“SLINGS & ARROWS” 

BY ARCHER 

(From The Musalman dated Friday, July 19, 1935) 

“Sleep no more! Macbeth doth murder sleep, Duncan doth murder 
sleep; sleep no more!”—it is a long \vhile ago tlıat I read my Shakes- 
peare, but even though I may be misquoting, I cannot help invoking the aid 
of that great master ot human motives and feelings, faced as 1 am today, along 
with ali other sentient fellow-Muslims, with a situation which no woıds that 
I can string together will adequately deseribe. We yet sleep and dream, yet 
theıe eloses in upon our spirit a heavy langour vvhich makes us drowsy and 
forgetful, with its soporific though no longer perfumed memories of days 
bygone. Cataclysmic spirit-quakes, more devastating than any earthquake 
has ever been, have vainly striven us out of that traitorous spiritual inertia. 
Feelings and sentiments, rights and privileges have been devastated, used 
as footstools by others bent on mounting upon the peak we have forfeited. 
But the devastation has not been tremendous,—it has not moved our souls 
into an awakening. We are content to let our storied and treasured past 
crumble into dust around;—we are content to lie buried under the debris of 
ali the hopes, ali the ideals, ali the achievements of our ancestors. We çare 
not how long we remain but pedestals and footstools, ali that we hımger for 
is sleep,—the sleep of the forgotten, the sleep of the forsaken, the drugged 
sleep of the frozen-blooded, the sleep from -\vhich there is no avvakening. 
And yet I say “sleep no more!”—because the murderer of sleep is abroad. 

Listen! something other than a mere past has crumbled. Debris of 
another kind has scattered its consecrated dust upon the western winds. 
Bricks and stones, cupolas and domes and minarets,—particles of mere 
matter, but hallovved through the callings by the Faithful, in the distant 
but illumined past, on that God of İslam \vho is the God of ali humanily, 
who is one and indivisible, and is Rahman and Rahim as \vell as Zu-Inticjam. 
They have crumbled and fallen, and by now even the debris has been moved 
away. A matter of but a few days it has been, this breaking of \vhat for twice 
as many centuries stood a landmark of the preaching and vvorshıp of peace. 
The lavv allowed it and the court avvarded it,—and the “pound of flesh was 
taken. The Mosque of Shahidgunga is now itself Shahid. One more msu t 
to God and man”, one more soul-ache, one more spirit-quake, one more 


, vvhich is undoubtedly 
will give the reader a 
the young and progres- 
in Bengal by the Ne w 


* Shahidgunj Mosque. A mosque in the old city of Lahore whıch ^^j^^resıdt, the 
and converted into a Gurdwara. Ovving to the ağıta ıon w au j ana 2afar Ali Khan, 
Government of Pıınjab sealed the doors ot the Mosque. agitation as a 

Proprietor and Editör of Daily Zamindar, played a s.gmhcant role fc 

leader of the Muslims. 
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a'conised groau of aoguished despair from and ol ü>c Musl.m world,_ 
and then silence. Wha. else? The law alloşvcd it. the coun award=d 
and the State (perforce) proteeted them. In the doma.n ol actıon, vvhat 
else then, but wise passivity, acccptance of the ınevıtahle, recogmtıon that 
time is a changcling, an uplilting of the son in prayet tha, He vvho „ the 
Chastiser may ehastise, and realisation that "peace”, abovc ali peace, mus, 
mcanvvhilc be maintained? I*eace, be it end, vvithout any pnce pa.d, Let 
none disturb it and none threaten. 


If forgetting is possihle, let us forget; if forgiveness is possible, let us 

forgive. But no more slumber, no more hope. Because of tbe God we 

worship we cannot sleep; in the name of the land we love, et us net °P e * 
A red-hot iron has been plunged deep into our slumbcring souls, and there 
it stays. Silence yes, and peace by ali meansbut wlu> shall stojî the spırıt 
buı-ning: Let it’burn. Kefilse of generations vvell-nigh choked ıt, ıt was 

losing itself. Let it burn itself into itself again. 


Kut look; astride the prostrate shape of what they cali “Mother In 1a 
stands the monstrous demon of foul hypocrisy. Look! dart a ter ^ rt 
poisoned at the spring of hate, pierces heı tender child. Hope; hope t at 
one day she may stand vvhere she novv grovels. 



The hope is dead. With their own hands, the high priests who proudly 
claimed exclusively to worship at Iıer shrine, have murdered it. And \vit 
every stab they inflieted upon its vvretched body, a herce and other chan hu- 
man joy seenred to iııtoxicate them into foıgetfulness of the irretrievable 
erime they were committing. The Sikhs and the Hindus have nuırdered 
our Two Hopes. The hope that some day İndia, the land we live in and die 
in, might be frec, was massacred vvhen the Siklıs forgot the solemn assurance 
they had given to the Governor of the Punjab, and in deliberate violation 
thereof, in the dead of night when Muslims and the Government \vere sleeping 
and dreaming of peace on the morrow,—they raised the sacrilegious pickaxe to 
inflict its first >vound upon that hallowed plaster. The other hope that 
some day, betvveen the Hindus and ourselves there might be love, amity 
and understanding, was relentlessly butehered by the Hindus, when with ink 
dipped in venom—and inconsistency—and linotypes elieking in unholy 
accompaniment, they stabbed and stabbed that Hope through the heart, in 
broad day-light, till it crumbled up, fell, and bled to death. None can 
rebuild the one, and the other, none can revive. 


Henceforth, there shall be no moral responsibility, there shall be no 
understanding, there shall be no compromise. There shaLl only be legal 
rights. What the law allovvs, moral ity and comradeship and patriotism 
shall not deny. Upon tlıe highvvays of His Majesty, \vc Muslims will vvalk 
with a tread \vhich shall resound as it tramples into dirt the hypocritical 
gifts of ‘Tellou'ship in a common nationhood M proferred by the deceitful 
alien. The third party shall triumph, you say? Let there be a fourth Ü 
necd be, and let both triumph. Do not our own <^ b^ethren ,, triumph, 
u iıh dark though ill-concealed glee? Have they cared tc> respect tlıe hoiiest 
ol our Iıoly sentiments? When I cut a pccpul tree staııding in ıııy compound, 
oı ı emove a piece ol stonc İroni ıııy land, vvhat an outcry is there î 1 am 
a iandal, adesecrator ofsacrcd tlıings, a \vretch who ıınderstands not religious 
susceptibilities of otlıers. lı is not for nıe to cjuestion vvhy my peepul tree 


Scanned by CamScanner 



PLİGHT OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 


7 


, çtone on my land should bc worshipped and my legal rights över ihcm 
fiUed from me because of the pcculiar pulsetion. of .Kc hcar, of Aryavaru. 

not kili a co» t hat I have bouglıt »ith my otvn moncy, cvcn m a ptace 
ir ön a ficld tlıat is my otvn. Here in Bengal, ıhe right never quest,oned 
° r ° '„ s a | s0 begun to be attacked of late. Up country there are hundtcds 

!fnhce“ ler. > Müslim cannot kili his cow, either for sacriftce or for 
Ot places W..c «lauphter-house, and in many places not even 

food, any'v ere ^cp ? B ^ cau5e it hurts and injures the “religious” 

mas aug • . Müslim forcgoes or is made to part with 

. moral^cons ideration of respeeting o,her peop.e's 

?' S rZ Howcver pr mitive and unaccountable those feelings may be 
foelmgs. Howcver prim ^ ^ ^ ^ thmlı wlth 

t y vTe' the'organs of Hindu opinio,. have cried out for chastisement. 

“Hath not a letv eyes? If you prick us do we not bleed? — Have 
tve no daim to moral rıspect for our susceptıhılıtıcs, even .' 'Jj ^ 

may çivc cthers the right to insult themî Read, my frıends read the 
lonç columnfuls of insensate matter that they have poured out Rea , 
bu, S wond.r not; read and cease to hope. No, yet. and neve as long as 
this remsine their standpoint, can tve hope lor an understandmg Never 

lie bleeding. 

From no» onwards, build a dream anetv; tvith the - İra ,ı yel: ho, end 
ı » . - ç,,..! rnake another deternnnatıon. THfcKfc bHALL de 

a TRUE NATİON OF GENUINE PATRIOTS IN INDIA, A NATİON OF 
EIGHTY MILLION MIISLIMS;—a nation those ideal shall not be deceıt 
and hvpocrisy, a nation that shall no, resor, te th.e darkes, subterfuges m 
otder to pop itself up »ith -he ruins of others ttampled rights and on the 
debris of others’ sacred sentiments, a nation that sha 1 not build a temple o 
legal rights immorally exercised,_but a nation tlıat shall love İnd.a truly and 
shall stıike hard, and strike relentiessly, ali evıl on the head. Despaır no , 
numbers must not daunt you. Right, justke, morality and Ged are on 

our side. 


But the first step in the nevv avvakening, must be that eveıy heart that 
throbs must learn to throb with the intensity ot those who stocd on the 
fields of Badr and Ohud. While eschewing ali violence in deed and aetion, 
every true heart must learn to feel. FEEL! FEEL! FEEL! therefore, 
and prepare—’ ’ 

It did not, hovvever, taike more tlıan a year tor us to realise that 
the “nationalism” that vve hacl envisaged was merelv a dream an it 
not exist in reality. Whateveı* the Hindtıs did in the Corporation, 
houever communal in nature, vvas lauded as genuine nationalism nıt 
when w e demanded the same rights, we were branded as t o mm una 
This \varped point of vievv applied to every shred ot patronage u ut ^ 
the Calcutta Corporation gave to the citizens vvhether it v\as in t u 
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(ıeld ol’ conlı.u ls or İn the sphere of scrvices in the Corporation j n 
bot.h ol n lıu I» the Muslims lıad a negligible share, in spite of the fac t 
tlıat they constituted 2 4%°1 the population of the city. Thercfore t 
t o (he members of the Müslim Majlis who were growing increasingl’ 
vov'ilorous and attracting the attention of the outsiders as well as the 
olhor Müslim nalioııalists 3 , there appeared no alternative but to conic 
o» a heftd-on elash with the povverful Hindu Congress element in the 
Corporation, the two factions of vvhich joined hands to quash the 
legitimate Müslim grievances. Some months later, our agitation 
woı kod up to boiling poinl and, through the pressııre of the Müslim 
Majlis Parly \vithin and Müslim public opinion outside, brought about 
the avholesale resignation of the Müslim Councillors, ineluding 
Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, who was Mayor at the time. 


Thcreafleı*, agitation outside was inereased and it gathered such 
strength that the 1936 Corporation general eleetions vvere boycotted 
by the Muslims of Calcutta. İn spite of influence, money and pressure, 
the Hindus were unable to get a single Müslim of any respectability 
and stonding to contest the eleetions and except for a “Quisling >> and 
a few hackney carriage drivers, barbers and butlers who were eleeted 
by delault and not by ıııerit, the neve Corporation simply did not 
Frepresent the Muslims of Calcutta and much less, their interests. 
Some of us and one oııtsider, and former member of the Corporation, 
Shaheed Suharavvardy, together withthe workersof th eKhilafat Com- 
mittee 4 of Zakaria Street, devoted ourselves to the task of making the 
boycott a success. Often we worked between nineteen and tvventy 
hours a day vvithout break. Suffice it to say, the boycott was an 
unqualified success and the Müslim leaders in Bengal and elsevvhere 
began to take cognizance of the neve dashing group known as the 
New Müslim Majlis of Calcutta. And yet, the boycott had a near 
miss with disaster on the last day allotted for the filing of the nomina- 
tion papers. 


On the morning of this day, as was our rule, we visited the 
Calcutta Corporation to look through the copies of nomination papers 
nhich weıe posted on the board, in compliance with eleetion rules, 
and \\eıe shocked to see a nomination paper bearing the signature 
o 1 M1. A.K. kazlul Haq as a prospeetive candidate from one of the 
aı s. W e set about our business in a flash because there was no 
time to waste. The first information Nooruddin and I gathered was 


A bödv°n S f e M t0 . the M “? lim ;‘toadies’* wedded to British rule. 

Turkey, afte^'hTr ^İeaT in° V/oîld" War* T ^ ° f ^ Kbi,a S al a g itatiün in » u PP orl 
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t j ıat t q Gupta, a Congressite of the Sen Gupta Group in the Cor- 
oration, had succeeded in persuading Fazlul Haq to file his papers. 
The aame which vvas being played was obvious. There were a dozen 
iraitors vvaiting for a man of Fazlul Haq’s stature to file his nomination 
so that they could follovv him promptly and make the boycott 
[nfructuous. This is exactly what the powerful Congress Party wanted 
ınd we, obviously, did not. So Nooruddin and I went to Nawab 
Habibulİah of Dacca who had been appointed the titular head of 
the boycott movement and told him that we had to act and our plan 
vvas to go to the Jhawtolla Road residence of Fazlul Haq and get his 
letter of withdrawal, if necessary by threat of force. 


When we went up the stairs of his composite large office and 
sittine room, we saw him lying on a charpoy, victim of an asthma 
attack. Fortunately, there was no one in the room and he did not 
summon anyone in. He did not suspect anything untoward from us. 
The question “Have you signed the nomination papers?” was put to 
him He replied in the negative. He was told that he was tellıng a 
lie ' He aaain denied. Then a letter addressed to the Chief Executive 
Officer was produced by Nooruddin which read that someone had 
filed his nomination bearing his forged signature and, of course, 
without his knowledge or consent; that he repudiated the nomination 
and to remove doubt önce and for ali, requested that this letter be 
treated as withdrawal of his candidature. He was told that if he 
did not sign straightaway, grave consequences would follow. He 
hesitated for a minute and then signed on the dotted line. 


Having achieved success and averted a catastrophe which would 
have wiped out months of hard work, we made for the Corporation as 
fast as we could drive and presented the letter of withdrawal to the 
Chief Executive Officer, J.C. Mukerjee, with the request to post it on 
the appropriate notice board right away. This was complied with 
and we stood in the corridors to see that no damage to or removal of 
the withdrawal was effected and the press and the prospective 
candidates who were present in the lobbies at ali hoursofthe day canıe 
to know of the short-lived candidature of Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq. Our 
escape from defeat vvas providential and we thanked the good Lord 
for it. 


The boycott vvas so successful indeed that Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who vvas considered to be a genius in organising, told me in 1940 that 
the Congress had never organised a boycott vvhich vvas as effective as 
the Calcutta Corporation boycott by Muslims when 98% 

Müslim voters did not go to the polis. This success achieved by the 
Muslims of Calcutta became a shining example for the Müslim leader- 
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ship and peop 1 e throughout the country. It went hancl ın haini wi t ^ 
the success on the football field achieved by the Mohammed an 
Sportine Club of Calcutta for which Khwaja Nooruddın deserves th c 
laurels It was he who, as Secretary General of the Mohammeda n 
Sporting Club, brought to life a dying organısatıon and made footb a || 
history not only in Bengal but in the rest of India. Victory of the 
Muslims against strong European and also Hindu teams on the football 
field instilled a spirit of self-confidence and pride ın the Muslims of 
Benaal in particular, a vast majority of whom, through years of 
pers^cution and humiliation, had lost confidence in themselves and in 
the ir future. Tlıey had forgotten to agitate for theır rıghts and to 
demand them, backed, if need be, with sacrifice. They were reduced 
to a State vvhere anything that they thought was necessary for them 
could be obtained only by supplication, petition and deputation. AH 
the agitation, fiery speaking and even sacrifice were the prerogatives 
of the caste Hindu and naturally Mother Britain alvvays gavc the 
most milk to the baby which cried the loudest and most often ! 

British rule extended ali över India for ninety years, from 1857 
to 1947 but in Bengal the British-cum-Hindu exploitation and rule 
covered the period between 17^7 and 1947—a hundred and ninety 
years. { 

The Nawab Nazim Mir Kasinı granted the East India Company 
special rights and privileges in Bengal in 1761. Some of them were: 
that the East India Company vvould enjoy a 2^%reduction in the tax 
which was levied on ali traders. Later the Moghul Emperor Shah 
Alanı granted a Sanad to the Company conferring the right on it to 
collect revenue in the Provinces of Bihar and Bengal. This enabjecl 
the East India Company to establish its trading centres ali över 
Bengal and ousted Muslini traders froııı the business that they and 
their ancestors had been doing. Besides, as the Directors of the East 
India Company \vere not pernıitted to trade in their ovvn name, thev 
broııght Hindu traders from other parts of Bengal and India to trade 
as their benamidars 5 . The \vealth of tlıese benamidars can be judgcd 
by one single example. 


Kintu Babu, who vvorked as Warren Hastings benamindar, spc 11 ^ 
ninety lacs of rupees on the funeral ceremonies of his mother. Fronı 
this it can be judged how wealthy Kintu Babu ıııust have been a' 11 
ho\\ nıuch vvealthier Warren Hastings had become during tlı6 y earS 
he ruled in India. 


* benamidars aıe those who trade ıınder a false name 
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Cli ve in o ne of his Gazette notifications made it mandatory that 
no Muslini shall be given any employment higher than that "of a 
chaprasy or a junior elerk. 

v ,' Bv the above two methods, among others, the Muslims of 
Bengal vvere oıısted fıom both trade and service. Zamindaris and 
Wakfs in Bengal were abolished overnight. There were 8,000 Wakfs 
at the time. Zamindaris and taluqas confiscated vvere auctioned for as 
little as four and eight annas and the nevv landlords who purehased 
these properties vvere no other than the benamidars of the East India 
Company “Nabobs”. 

In the vvords of Sir William Hunter, a British civil servant of 
/ India, during the sixties and seventies of the nineteenth century, as 
recorded in his book “The Indian Musalmans”, “A hundred and 
seventy years ago it vvas almost impossible for a well-born Müslim 
in India to become poor. At present, it is almost impossible for him 
to continue rich.” He goes on, “When the country passed undeı* 
our rule, the Musalmans vvere the superior race and superior not 
only in stoutness of heart and strength of arm but in povver of 
political or^anisation and in the Science of practical government. 
And betvveen 1764 until 1937 the Muslims of Bengal remained a 
nonentity as far removed from povver as they vvere from the moon. 
From around the 20’s of this century a small share in so-called “very 
limited’’ povvers vvas given to some Muslims in Bengal vvho vvere for 
ali intents and purposes the stooges of the British rulers. 

The suppression of Muslims became so intolerable that one of the 
first Hindu-Muslim riots of the sub-continent occurred in Benaal in 

o 

1831, vvhen Rai Kishan Rai of Purnea imposed a special tax, called 
the “Beard Tax”, of Rs. 2/8 per cultivator vvho vvore a beard. At 
that juneture, the East India Company sent its forces to support the 
Rai Saheb and suppress the Muslims of Purnea! A vvell-knovvn 
Hindu historian K.M. Panikkar himself in his book “A Survey of 
Indian History” has testified: “An alliance vvas struck betvveen the 
head ol Eııropean baniadom, the English Company, and the Marvvari 
merehants vvho commanded the vvealth of Bengal.” 

These are some lacts of Müslim Bengal’s history vvhich can 
enable the reader to both understand and appreciate the extent to vvhich 
they vvere crushed. The first Müslim document vvas a memorandum 
presented by the Muslims of Orissa in 187^ to Queen Victoria in 
vvhich they narrated these facts and thciı* sufferings vvhich ineluded 
exclusion from government service. They concluded the petition 
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12 «ative left but to either walk 

with «he «vords «hat «hey ££ ££ c hills „f Orissa‘. 
into the sea and r0 "' n w eavers of the famous 

Many a «humb and hand of th^ J ^ ]ndia Company to end . 
Dacca muslin were cut oft by t he country. Persıan, whıch 

competition «hich Britishdo J«J* , ace for six ty years dunng 

r P «he court language, a «e. made t o make way for 

East ln dia Çomp^y s Pevocabularyoftfe H.ndu clerks 

Enelish and Bengah, enr 

andemployees of «he Company. 

r t jja we re crushed or made to suffer so 
Muslims in no part ol In 
much as were the Muslims ot Bengal. 

In the Renaissance of Müslim M 
tunS Chowdhury of Bogra 

played important parts. 

With this background it can be apprecıated by ^^^^^nised 
students of history why the Müslim League was founded and orga 

at Dacca on December 30, 1906. 

The moving spirits behind the Foundation of the All-Indıa Müslim 
League were Nawab Salimullah of Dacca and Nawabs Mohsin-ul- 
Mulk and Viqar-ul-Mulk of Aligarh who were close associates and 
successors of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. Earlieı* a deputation of leading 
and influential Muslims, organised by Mohsin-ul-Mulk and headed 
by Agha Khan III, had met the Viceroy Lord Minto on the ıst 
Octobeı* 1906 and demanded separate electoıate for Muslims in the 
pıojected constitutional reforms. The Viceroy in his reply conceded 
the demand in principle. The deputation, which came to be knovvn 
as the Simla Deputation 7 , was an important milestone on the road to 
Muslini İreedom, for it symbolised political awakening arnong 
Muslims who till then had been content to confine their activities to 
social reform and educational advance. 

in the ormvî-1 a significant part in the early days 

India and abroad, the nameTof thf MI A '!" Indİa Müslim League both in 
’ ames 01 thc follotvmg need mention: 


« 

? 


• ’ • nunter: The Indian Musal ma ns. 
bf 3 dctailed Account of Fi* 1 * 

Musl ™ ^ reader is relerrfd 1 " th , e m 1 "")? De P utation and inception of 

ohtıcal Morement 0 I af ml-ud-Din Ahmad’s book Early Phase *J 
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Sir Syed Amir Ali, Sir Sultan Mohamed Shah Aga Khan, Musheer 
Hussain Kidwai, Mirza Hashem Ispahani 8 , Sir Syed Ali imam, Raja 
Mohamed Ali Mohamed Khan of Mahmudabad, Sir Syed Wazir Hassan, 
Maulana Mohamed Ali and Sir Mian Mohamed Shafi. 

It may be recalled that in 1913, after the Müslim League had 
adopted the creed of ‘self-government suitable tolndia’, Mr. Mohamed 
Ali Jinnah joined the League at the invitation of his friends, Syed 
Wazir Haşan and Mohamed Ali. 
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REVIVAL OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 



, • „ that the first Müslim League Ministry ca me 

tT was oııly m 1937 th ‘ overn ment of India Act ol 1955, 

I into being as a result of 1 and we l c ome up-svving of the 

and with it came tlıe te-atvaken who had ] le ld an un- 

Muslims, much to the clıagım o _ ^ and tu telage ever since 

challenged position under n ısı P . ‘nossible to check the poli- 

tlıe battle of Buxar. They d.d |° he y even played 

tical and economıc pıogress w ith the Muslims, but 

g „ Di.ide ,ı.d R., 1 ,of f "d his p„„ 

afteı- their last success m I 94 1 * when r ‘ , , 1 u- / ıc Renaal 

and joined hands avith the Congress and Mahasabha Hra <■ ]dj g a 
they fought a losing battle c.dminating m the Part.t.on of India 

August 14, 1947 - 

It was in June 1936 that we received invitations for the first meet- 
ina of the All-India Müslim League Parliamentary Board from the 
late Abdul Matin Chowdhury of Assam on behall ol the Presıdent, 
Mr Jinnah. Of the forty members from Bengal, only Abdur Rahman 
Siddiai and I went to Lahore to attend the meetings of the Board. 
The first meeting was held on June 8, 1936, at the house of Mıan 
Abdul Aziz, Bar-at-Law, and the subsequent meetings at Nedou s 
Hotel. Besides the members, över 400 Muslims leaders and vvorkers, 
had been invited to this meeting. It was a very important gathering 
as it was concerned with most urgent and vital matters affecting the 
Muslims of India, including the question of elections under the new 
Constitution in early 1937. 

At this time feverish activity Avas on. particularly in Calcutta 
amongst the then Müslim leaders of the Province to launch a Ünite 
Müslim Party of Bengal and to set up its candidates at the Genera 
Elections. The leaders of this Party \vere Khawaia Nazinuıddi 11 ’ 
Nawab Habibullah of Dacca, Nawab K.G.M. Farooqi of Ratanp 1 "’ 
M. AzizulHaq, KhawajaShahabuddin (Khawaja Nazimuddin’s young 11 
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b rot her), H.S. Suhravrardy and some others. Suhrawardy was the 
driving force. The only prominent person in the political life of 
Bengal at the time who was left out by this strong group, was A.K. 
Fazlul Haq who, in his own interest, had to swim on his own or 
drown. There Avas a younger and leftist element at the time which 
was searching for a leader of stature. It comprised of Nausher Ali, a 
strong pro-Hindu Congressite, Shamsuddin Ahıııed, Humayun Kabir 
(an individual more pro-Hindu than a Hindu himself vvho tiII ıecently 
Avas member of the Indian Government), and Nawabzada Haşan Ali 
of Boçra. For them, there could be no better person than the veteran, 
A.K.^Fazlul Haq. The Party which they constituted with Fazlul 
Haq at its head bore the name Nikhil Bangla Kri shak Praja Sami ty. 

Neither of the tAvo parties which came into existence on the eve 
of elections Avith the sole object of grabbing power and its attendant 
patronage, \vanted to have truck with the All-India Müslim League. 
The Provincial Müslim League did not exist except in name. It 
had died years before through indifference and neglect. The United 
Müslim Party of Bengal and the Krishak Praja did not want any 
interference from outside quarters. They \vanted to rule in accordance 
Avith their own wishes and not involve themselves with a party Avhich 
operated on an All-India basis. 

So, vvhen the invitations were received, formal meetings of the 
tAvo parties’ leaders \vere called. Abduı* Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin 
and I attended the meeting of the United Müslim Party in response 
to an invitation received from Suhravvardy, although we stili re- 
mained members of the New Müslim Majlis. 

The meeting was held one evening—the date is not of 
importance—at the residence of M. Azizul Haq in Loudon Street, 
Calcutta. The prominent leaders of the Party were present and, in 
the discussions that toolc place, the consensus of opinion \vas patently 
that the invitation received should not be taken notice of; that the 
leaders concentrate their attention on the coming elections in the 
Province, gain a majority and form the first government under the 
new Constitution. İt was at this stage of the proceedings that the 
“Three Musketeers” as Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin and I 
were called, declared in turn that we could not subscribe to the 
majority vieAvs; that Ave had to respond to the cali ol an all-India 
political organisation of long standing and had to evolve as soon as 
possible a system Avhich Avould produce an all-India policy lor Muslims 
and fight for their rights on an all-India basis. If Muslims had to 
progress politically, Ave suggested, it \vas necessary for them not to 
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, , r , . n pac h group and province striking out on 

act in a haphazard fashıon, | P actionS and express them 

it. own, but to organıse theır thırucmg ^ ^ Qn]y v[)ices ^ 

through one Central o y. „ m ade by some of the other 

expressed this point of ^ tQ uh ' re . W e, horvever, 

^rr^e r s* 

Abdur Rahman M* and I did as 
Nooruddin Ö could not leave Calcutta at the time. 

When we reached Lahore, we discovered that we wcre the only 
two who had responded to the invitation sent to the forty Bengal 
leaders and workers and generally the response w c t J ia 
League President received to the invitation from al över 
poor. From Assam, one or two responded. U 

Chovvdhury, the Honorary Secretary of the Parliamentary Board was, 
of course, one. The rest of the leaders of the Province, lıke Sır 
Saadullah, did not bother as they were busy preparing theır provmcıal 
field for themselves. The largest and most impressive contingent came 
from the United Provinces vvhich included Maulana Shaukat Ali, 
Nawab İsmail Khan, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, the Raja Saheb ol 
Mahmudabad, Choudhri Khaliquzzaman, the Raja Saheb of Salimpur and 
Maulana Inayatullah of Feranghi Mahal. Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan, who afterwards became one of the pillars of the Pakistan 
movement, later dissociated himself from the Müslim League 
Parliamentary Board along with the Nawab of Chhattari and Navvab 
Mohammad Yusuf, because fifty per çent of the seats in Provincial 
Board had not been given to the National Agriculturist Party of 
vvhich they were members and also because of the suspicion that, to use 
Navvabzada Liaquat Ali Khan’s words, “this group (Choudhri Khaliq- 
uzzaman s group) is regarded with suspicion by the majority of Muslims 
as having a veiled kinship with the Congress” 1 . 

In Lahore itseli, the response of thePunjab was depressincdy poor. 
Sir Fazle Husain, the political thinker and strategist of Müslim Punjab 
m ' h lT and a devoted servant of the British, was lying seriously 
?' D , a , lhousle a , nd was caIli "g the play to his followers from his sick 
bed. He was the uncrowned king of the Punjab before whom 
botved the Hindu, Müslim and Sikh stooges of the British. He was 
the representatıve of British power in a province known as the 

Lirıua. Ali Khan joinad ihe Müsün, Lna^e ^ inVAsslbi, 
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“svvord arm” of India. He too did not want the Müslim League to 
" p 0 werful enough to be able to guide the Muslims in provincial 
İrr-tters, although he had been a strong advocate of separate electo- 
r?te and had previously opposed ali attempts at compromise vvith 
Hindus Such a State of affairs \vould not süit him or his patrons, 
the British, who laıew that a man like Fazle Husain could be controlled 
and directed but a man like Mohammed Ali Jinııah could not. 


Among; those who responded from the Punjab weıe Dı. 
Mohammed lqbal, Malik Barkat Ali, Mian Abdul Azız, Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali Khan and Muzaffar Ali Khan Qizilbash. Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali, though elected on Müslim League ticket, later crossed 
över and became a Parliamentary Secretary in Sir Sikandar Hayat s 
Unionist Government and Qizilbash, having contested and won the 
elections as an independent, joined the Unionist Party and remained 
loval to it until Partition, that is so long as the Party lived. 

The Müslim leaders of the Unionist Party and those who later 
became Ministers were conspicuous by their absence. Bombay sent 
a few Madras was represented by an elderly member of the Central 
Leeislative Assembly. Syed Murtaza Saheb, and Mufti Kifayatullah 
and Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani represented the Jamiat-ul-Ulema 

of Delhi. 


Thirtysix to thirtyseven persons met first at Mian Abdul Aziz s 
house and later at Nedou’s Hotel under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
Jinnah to consider the existing politicalsituation and to devise ways and 
means by which the moribund Müslim League could become an 
active organisation and participate in the General Elections to be held 
under the Government of India Act of 1935-. The Müslim League 
vvanted to enter the Provincial and Centıal Legislatures as an 
organised and disciplined political party and safeguard and further 
Müslim interests in the religious, political, economic, educational and 
social spheres. The Muslims had been reduced to their pathetic 
position because they were not organised nor were they united as 
their leaders worked for themselves and not for the people. 

These ills had to be cured if the Muslini nation was to be lifted 
from the slough of despondency. Sir Mohammed Iqbal, who was 
attending despite his throat trouble (cancer) and vveakness, expressed 
the view that it was necessary for Muslims elected to the Provincial 
Assernblies to be bound by an All-India Müslim League polic) an 
programme so that they could return to the Central Assembly on v 
such Muslims as \vere pledgcd to support Muslini lights ant 
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t nf their position as the seconcl great nation 

Helaki- “Those who are now for provincial policies a nd 
oflndıa . He • inst rumental in getting ındırect electi ons 

r g TT^Tl ttroduced in the Constitution (of , 93s) 

lor the Ccnt c foreign government. Now, when 

obviously bec *“ s ® * b “ st S use of t his misfortune (i.e. indirect elections) 
bvproposîngtn All-India scheme of elections (the League Scheme) 
to be a P dherfd to by the provincial candidates, the same men ağam 
at the instance of the foreign government, have come °^ t0 ,, defeat 
the Muslims in their effort to retain their solıdarıty as a nation . 


The Parliamentary Board, having dıscussed and revıevved the 
situation briefly outlined by Dr. Iqbal and also having dıscussed the 
nuestion of Wakf Law arising out of the Shahıdgunj Mosque agıta- 
tion, issued a long statement in which it outlined the polıcy and 
programme for legislators who were to contest the provincial elections 
on the Müslim League ticket. This also applied to those who mıght 
later be returned to the Central Legislature by the provincial 
legislators. 



In the Manifesto adopted by the Central Parliamentary Board at 
its meeting at Lahore from 8 th to ııth June, 193b, it was stated 
inter alia: 

“The inauguration of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme of constitu¬ 
tion and vvorking thereof had developed and brought forth various forces, 
and it appears that such povver as vvas available under the Scheme has been 
captured in the various provinces by reactionary conservative elements in 
combination with a coterie of men vvhose sole aim and object is to secure 
offices and places for themselves vvherever and \vhenever available. This 
has suited the Government and these two classes have received every en- 
couragement and support with the result that they have not only been a 
hindrance and an obstacle in the vvay of the independent and progressive 
intelligentsia but the people generally have been exploited. Thus was 
created a double domination of the reactionary forces and the imperialistic 
povver. Our aim is that this domination must cease. 


The mam principles on vvhich we expect our representatives in the 

se m.1' 8 't'r S t0 WOr ^ Wi " be: (■) thM '*><= presem Provincial Con- 
meCl W t* |,ro P ose t d „ Cen 1 t f ral Constitution should be replaced im- 

j telT ,he M r' im Lea S ue *• various Legislatures 

of t h“c^,tiSrur^r o e r ct ,Ke bLfit ou ; 

life.” ^ tPıe P eo ple ın v r arious spheres of national 


for the e ™X«of Centra ‘ Parliam <mtary Board adopted 

guıdance of the Müslim League Parties in the Legislatures 
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nnints •_Protection of the religiou» 

contained the f ^ , °^ 1 s mP °aking P efforts for repeal of ali repressivc 
riehts ol' the Musalmans, g ^ ^ detrjme nul to the interest 

laİs; resistance to ali "•« the fundamental libertics of the. people 

of India, «’hıch encroach up ^ (he country; reduetion ol heavv 

and lead to economıc exploıt. oc ation of substantial lunds 

"st of administrative rmchmery and allocauon^ ^ ^ Affny 

for nation-buildıng departmenı s , development ol industries 

and reduetion of mılıtary expc , CLir rency, exchange and 

ineluding cottage Industries; ^^ ve| ent 0 f the country; social, 
prices in the interest of econoı f L popu | a tion; measures Tor 

educational and economıc uplıft o JLmentary education free 

relief of agricultural indebtedness ; ma ”*2 G f Urdu language and 

sarfsa - 

country. 

AbduT^Rahman'sfdd^^and^as^ed'M^İjuo^^^ Hotel 

which request he grante . e me '7' , incer j t y 0 f the delibera- 

t . u uı n , t bat we were ımpressed by tne sıncerııy 

trons that had taken place and although we were not members of 

the Müslim League and belonged to the Ne w Müslim Majlıs , a pa y 

leh had not^ptil then spfead its activities beyond the cuy of 

Calcutta, we would be glad to suggest to our f 

in the all-India organisation if we were satısfied tlıat the Mu 
Leactue tvould cease to be, not in words alone but ın deeds, a bot y 
amvchair politicians tvhich had so far confined its actıvıtıes to meet- 
ing önce or twice a year and passing pious resolutıons and makıng 
submissions and recommendations to our rulers to mıtıgale the 
iniustices perpetrated upon the önce great Muslini natıon ot lnd!a. 


He assured us that the State of affairs conıplained ol was burıed 
for ever and that the All-India Müslim League ıvould from now on 
be a live political organisation and a mass movement throughout t e 
country. He emphasised that if we were to exıst, as a natıon, an 
demand and obtain what vvas due to us, the leadership \vould have t<> 
go in for greater contact \vith the masses than it had so far done an 
would have to derive its strength and povver from them. We nvcic so 
touched by the sincerity of his tone and expression that we believec 
he vvould do what he vvas telling us, and vve promisec to 
recommend to the members of our Party on our retuın to 
Calcutta that we, in one lot, should join the All-India Muslini Lcaguı 
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and abandon tlıe aim of forming a provincial party vvhich vvould only 
resul t in benefiting our enemies who by this time gleefully appreciated 
how a party or people could easily be ruled by playing one again^ 
tbe other, if they were divided. 

As there was no Müslim League organisation worth tbe name 
in Bengal and there bad not been one for some years, Mr. Jinnah 
appointed Abdur Rabrnan Siddiqi and myself as organisers and 
entrusted us witb the responsibility of launching tbe new Müslim 
League Party in Bengal. He told us that as I was the younger of the 
tvvo, the main responsibility of running around and getting things 
done lay on my shoulders. He assured me that the task, although 
diffîcult, vvas not impossible to achieve and that, given the will and 
the drive, he felt confident that it vvould not be long before the 
Müslim League as a political organisation of the Muslims would start 
lunctioning in the province. After giving us instructions, he bade us 
godspeed in our undertaking and assured us that he vvould be available 
tor advice and assistance vvhenever we needed it and that he vvould 
go to any place to which he vvas summoned to render the help that 
vvas required of him. 


Before I pass on from the Lahore meeting of the All-India Müslim 
League Parliamentary Board, I shall record an incident vvhich both 
surprised and hurt me to the quick. 

In the course of the Parliamentary Board meeting several 
speeches were delivered in keeping vvith our tradition and vveakness for 
speech-making. On the first day, I remember Mufti Kifayatullah and 
Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani supporting Mr. Jinnah and vvelcom- 
ing his move to bring the Müslim League into the arena of live 
politics. but on the last day, one of these tvvo men of learning put 
forth the suggestion that to ensure the success of the League as a party 
at t e polis, effective and relentless propaganda vvould be necessary and 
lor that puıpose, Deobund vvould place its machinery at the League’s 
ısposa on condition that the cost of the propaganda be borne by the 
eague. To start vvith, it vvas estimated that Rs. £o,ooo vvould be 
necessary . The League had not, of course, fifty coppers in its coffers. 

t-hH reS1 Gnt an ^ Secretaı 7 > koth honorary, carried their offices in 
theır respectıve portmanteaux. 


than nıoTof'Apresem ^ ailCİal P üsition of the Lea g ue bet “'' 

resDonse to rl,,.' ^ ' , S ° t1CjV must bave expected the obvıou- 

suchhndsu ! ' Mr ' Jİnnah had to the m that no 

lunds W ere ava.labJe nor did he entertain hopes of collecting 
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amount in the immediate future. He appealed to ali 

r-Cii'- 6 - t 


How true his words were was proven in later years when he 
succeeded m mak.ng the Muslims the third power in the land, the 
Brıtısh and the Hındus being the other two. The peoples' response 
to his appeals for funds ın later days was ahvays prompt and generous. 

oney poured in from two annas to lacs from ali comers of the 
countıy. But, as I have said, this was in later years. In June 1936, 
however, the Muslini League had no funds and Mr. Jinnah could not, 
therefore, accept the offeı* of the maulanas to place the propaganda 
machinery of the Deobund Seıııinary at his disposal on condition of 
financial support. 


The maulanas appeared disappointed. They drifted in the direc- 
tion ol the Hindu Congress and conducted propaganda for the 
Congress Party which, of course, could meet their financial de- 
mands. This was a bitter shock to me as I did not expect men 
learned in religion to become obstacles in the way of Muslims who 
were struggling for their national freedom. I could never dreanı 
that such venerable gentlemen could place personal and parochial 
interests before those of the nation. 


Mr. Jinnah, after the Lahore meeting, became very active and 
worked hard. He toured the provinces. He not only set up Boards 
where they did not exist but gave life and impetus to the Boards 
\vhich had started to function. 

Abdur Rahman Skldiqi and I, 011 our way back from Lahore, 
were happy that we responded to the cali of Mr. Jinnah aııdvvere 
grateful that both our time and money were well spent. Wewere 
overjoyed to find that Muslini top leadership was aıvakening to the 
need of re-organising the All-India Müslim League and of organising 
the masses for the struggle that lay ahead and appeared to be un- 
avoidable. On the day of our arrival at Calcutta, we met Nooruddin 
and our other colleagues of the New Müslim Majlis. We reporte 
what had happened at the ıııeeting and also advised them of our 
private intervievv with Mr. Jinnah. After sonıe discussion, 
was agreed that we should work for the establishnıent of r ^ nc , 
of the Muslini League in the provinces because vvithout a sing t a 
United All-India Party, it would become difticult, if not ımpossı 1 t, 
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ı . fLair nnlitical destiny. So, vvith tbe fervoup 
for (he Müslim» to achıeve the,r poııı j 

oiVonvcrts wc started work first m Calcutta. 

. . ... _ f u~ t nolitical activity and rivalry of the tw 0 

İt vvas at thıs > ‘ P , F>artv and the Krishak Praja Partv 

parties, namely thc nite u. , Con f er ence of the United 

was reaching a hıgh pıt h. An al It was held at 

M,,nn, Vînd was to last three days. A 

tlıe Town Hail on August 9, 93 prov ince were to attend. 

large ııumber of delegates fr >■ P declared 

Iı .npeared that if thc Conference were held and vvas declared a 

success no, only by the organisers but also by honest observers, the 

United Müslim PaVty vvould gain a flying start m the «ce for sup- 

remacy in the province and »ould attain such a pos.t.on of strength 

that it vvould be difficult, if not impossıble, to negotıate vvıth 

it and bring it down to earth to see reason. Therefore, somethıng 

had to be done soon if the position had to be kept fluid. 


On the morning of the Conference, vvhich vvas to start in the 
afternoon, Nooruddin and I evolved a plan and vvith it vvent to 
A.K. Fazlul Hacj’s house in Jhavvtolla Road. Fortunately for us, he 
vvas not surrounded by dozens of men and students. Only tvvo of 
his nephevvs, the Morshed brothers, vvere there at the time. We told 
him of the meeting vvhich vvas to commence in the afternoon and 
assured him that if ali vvent vvell as expected by the organisers, he 
vvould be Jeft on a limb and vvould not be able to make headvvav 

J 

during the coming elections, because the follovving vvhich the United 
Müslim Party vvould have vvould be big and the money they vvould 
accumulate for organising and contesting the elections in the province 
vvould run into several lacs of rupees. Having heard us vvith patience 
and nodding his head on and off, he asked vvhat should be done to 
prevent this from happening. He vvas told that to our thinking the 
matter appeared simple if he vvould agree to our plan. On being 
qııestioned as to vvhat it vvas, vve unfolded it as under: 


As the time vvas short betvveen ıı a.m. and 3 p.m. he should 
ference^t S ı-h la, T SU PP° r *f rs °* llis as he could and attend the Con* 

dozens of flJeTbrntkel Sİ, ° U,<1 ^ İnt ° the Hâl > 

and at the sımp ‘ ns entr y a s unostentatious as possible 

themselves in the hTtT 1 °'!™ d ° likewİse ™ d 

ings opened after th<* - ı-^ ^ s * t silently until the proceed- 

remarks of the Presidenrof^h ° f ^ — ^ Qüran anCİ the °P eI1 ^ 
ended. Thereafter he sh 11 6 meetln g> the Navvab of Dacca, had 

the ,ine that these big men hu P ^ try t0 make a s P eech ü ° 

g n had S at hered to grab povver, privileg* 
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and patronage of office and leave out sincere and long-time 
servants of the peoplc like him, theı eby creating a rift in Müslim ranks 
when unity was so essential for success in the elections. He said that 
they would not allow him to speak. He was assured that that would 
be the case; that was what we hoped would happen. “The moment 
there are shouts of ‘sit down’ or ‘who are you’, ‘you arenotinvited’, 
‘you do not belong to this Party’, ete., ete., you shouldnot sit down 
but continue your speech and we and your fol!owers would 
immediately launch a counter-offensive of shouting down the shouters. 
Pandemonium is bound to result which may even cause the ad- 
journment, if not the breaking up of the Conference on its very 

first day”. 

Fazlul Haq appreciated that our proposal was a gamble but on 
thinking it över and on the advice of his nephews who were both hery 
and enthusiastic young men, he accepted the plan and set to wor 
through his lads to collect some of his trusted men and to order them 
to go to the Town Hail. Nooruddin and I along with some of our 
Neıv Müslim Majlıs colleagues went to the Town Hail on the invıta- 
tion of the organisers and took our seats not on the dais but a litt e 
further away from it. Fazlul Haq was already there with his staunch 
supporters. They were sitting like disciplined school-boys in the 
fairly large gathering vvhich had assembled. 

According to programme, the meeting started with recitation 
from the Holy Quran and the Chairman of the Meeting rose to make 
his introduetory remarks of welcome to the delegates and to explain 
the purpose of the Conference. immediately thereafter, Fazlul Haq 
stood up and started to address the meeting. As expected, shouts 
from the dais were first heard calling upon him to sit down and to 
shut up. The more he was reprimanded, the more he insisted on 
speaking at the top of his voice. Reprimands became general with 
thundering shouts. Then Fazlul Haq’s sınailer but equally vociferous 
army went into aetion demanding that they had no right to treat the 
veteran leader and servant of Müslim Bengal in such a fashion and 
that he had every right to address the gathering. These shouts and 
counter-shouts made the conduct of serious business impossible. At 
the moment when there was a slight İnil Nooruddin and I stood up 
and shouted that we be given a very brief hearing. I stili cannot 
fathom why permission \vas given to us because we were not 
even members of the United Müslim Party but were vievved 
w ith sympathy by the High Command of the Party. Appea 
lor silence vvas made and I addressed the gathering with vvoıds 
to this effect: 
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That what had lıappened in the Town Hail was most regret. 
table; that instead of meeting and thrashing out differences there shoul ( ] 
he such an öpen conflict betwecn Muslims on the eve of the electiou s 
and that as a disputc had unfortunately arisen, it was necessary that 
it be resolved and foı* the puq>ose I would suggest that a neutral 
person of national status, namely Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Müslim League, be invited to Calcuttâ 
immediately. 


Fazlul Haq readily accepted the proposal and thereby forced 
the United Müslim Party to fol!ow süit. If they did not, they would 
have lost prestige not only among their own followers but also 
among the Muslims in the province and elsewhere. Hurried con- 
sultations in vvhispering tones took place on the dais between the top 
leaders and within a minute or so the Chairman of the meeting stood 
ııp and announced his acceptance of the proposal. It was agreed 
that Mr. Jinnah would meet Mr. Fazlul Haq of the Krishak Praja 
Party and the Navvab Bahadur of Dacca, leader of the United Muslini 
Party, and in consultation with both, draw up an agreed programme 
\vhich would be of maximum benefit to the Muslims of Bengal. 
That was the end to the meeting and to the proclaimed three-day 
Conference vvhich did not last much more than an hour! The large 
croıvd, vvhich had gathered, moved out of the Tovvn Hail, and many 
of those who had come from the districts for a three-day stay left 
for their homes by the night train. 


For us, our plan had worked and \ve were thankful to 
Providence for it. We rushed back to my house and immediately 
drafted a telegram to Mr. Jinnah at Bombay explaining to him what 
had lıappened in the aftemoon in the Town Hail and demanding 
that he should, on receipt of the telegram, make prompt arrange* 
ments to leave for Calcutta. We had not forgotten his pronıise in 
Lahore that he vvould be available at short notice anyvvhere to serve 
the cause of the League. The next morning we received his reply 
that he w-as leaving by the Mail and vvoııld be reaching Calcutta on 
August 17. The only persons who vvent to receive Mr. Jinnah at the 
Howrah Station platlorm were my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad 
Ispahani, Khwaja Nooruddin and I. How different was this spectacle 
rom w hat became the rule sometime later when the approaches to 
Hovvrah Station both from the bridge and Howrah tovvn side and 
e w o e station itsel f became a mass of seethinp humanity, sonıo* 
s an our eloıe the scheduled time of Mohammed Ali Jinnah s 

c™:; “ ,^ mh w ' »<■"- •• 
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w saw tlıe ıron red hot and we struck. Wc announced the 
J response of Mr. Jinnah to the invitation of the Icadcrn of the 
îlnîtecl Müslim Party to visit Bengal and to use his bert endeavour 
" b rino ' about peace, understanding and unity in the d.vıdcd ranks 
r M «fim Ben «d and to bring the United Müslim Party and the 
Krishak Pıaja under the banner of the All-lndia Müslim League. We 
!jso announced that he was staying at j, Camac Street, svhere adcquate 
' -ements had been made to receıve ındıvıduals and delegatıons 
t ho desired to cali on, or to discuss matters with Mr. jinnah The talka 
commenced the next day, the previoııs eveıımg havıng been taken 
UD vvith our briefing him on the latest polıtıca sıtuatıon in the 
ivince and in telling him of the many stresses and ı™ * 
ences under which Müslim Bengal had creaked so long. Oi course, 
he knetv our past history much betler than we youngsters did İt was 
decided also that I should become his A.D.C.-cum-Private Secretary 
and attend to his appointments and conference arrangements. 


For several days the talks went on, fîrst with one group and then 
vvith the other, covering the same beaten track över and över agaın. 
First Mr. Jinnah tried hard to get the two Parties to ünite and come 
under the All-lndia Müslim League’s common banner. He taıleü 
because each did not want the other and, what was more, each 
distrusted the other. When he confessed failure on this approach, he 
busied himself in trying to win one of the two Parties to the side ot 
the All-lndia Müslim League, to join hands with it and put up candı- 
dates in the coming eleetions on the Müslim League ticket. The 
negotiations \vhich went on and the masterly part Mr. Jinnah played 
in first pressuring the one and next the other Party will not be for- 
gotten by me, an eye witness to ali that happened in the three rooms 
on the ground floor of s, Camac Street. Each Party’s leadership 
appeared overawed by the personality of Mr. Jinnah. Each Party s 
yielding of ground gave Mr. Jinnah added strength and courage to 
strike a harder bargain with the other. He conducted the negotiations 
with such brilliance and skill that after some days the leaders of 
Müslim Bengal were in a State of daze and stupor. They had been 
reduced to a stage \vhere they did not know whether they were 
going or coming! Mr. Jinnah was out to ünite Muslini Bengal under 
the banner of the All-lndia Müslim League so that it could face the 
Hindus vvith confidence and secure its fu 11 rights. 


By the third day’s morning, it appeared that Fazlul Haq s Party 
vvould accept the proposal to ıııerge vvith the Müslim League. And 
it vvould have so happened had it not been for some ol the extremist 
and young elemente in his canip who demanded certain safeguards 
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and tlıe adoption of lines of policy which Mr. Jinnah could not 
accept or commit himsclf to in atlvance. But outs.de the conference 
room vvord spread in tlıe United Müslim Party s canip that agree- 
ment between Fazlul Hat| and Mr. Jinnah was a matter of touch ant| 
g o The architects of the United Muslini Party then decded to ,o in 
tlıe Muslini League, muclı to the bitter disappomtment of the Fazlul 
Haq group wlıo were out-manoeuvred at the last moment. 

The United Müslim Party accepted uncondıtıonally that: 


(a) İt vvoulcî go into voluntary liquidation. 

(b) İts members would join the A 11 -lndia Müslim League. 

(c) The Müslim League in Bengal vvould put up candidates in 
Bengal on its own ticket. 

Almost simultaneously, we of the New Müslim Alajlis officially 
announced the dissolution of our Party and joined the Müslim 
League unconditionally. There could not have been a greater 
achievement at the time for the President or for the Müslim League. 


Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Nikhil Bangla Krishak Praja Samity had lost in 
the bargain because the young and extremist elements in his group 
vvanted to capture the League on their ovvn terms and did not realise 
that Mr. Jinnah was too seasoned a politician and too hard a nut to 
crack. As soon as the United Müslim Party capitulated, Mr. Haq felt 
that he was left out in the cold and blamed the younger and hot- 
headed elements in his Party for his predicament. Hovvever, on being 
further persuaded and pressed by Mr. Jinnah, he eventually agreed 
that: 


(a) The Krishak Praja too would vvind tıp its organisation and 
political activity and join and organise the Müslim League along with 
the United Müslim Party and the hlew Afuslim Majlis. 

(b) Mr. Jinnah vvould set up a Parliamentary Board vvhich 
would run the future eleetions on behalf of the All-India Muslin 1 
League. 

Ihe Parliamentary Board vvas duly constituted by Mr. Jinn^b 
on the basis of equality of representation of the United Müslim P arlv 

anr ^ ıc K'lshak Praja Party vvith a certain ııumber outside the t'' 1 
paıties nominated l>y himself. 
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“We Musalmans believe in one God, one book, the Holy Quran— 
one Prophet. So we must stand united as one nation.” 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Peshavvar 
April 17, i 94 8. 
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The follovving represented the United Müslim Party on the 

Board : 

Nawab Klıvvaja Habibullah of Dacca 

Khwaja Nazimuddin 

Mr. H. S. Suhravvardy 

Maniana Mohamcd Akranı Khan 

Maulana Abdullah-el-Baki 

Sir A. F. Rahman 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 

Klnvaja Shahabuddin 

The Krishak Praja’s representatives, among others were: 

Mr. A. K. Fazlul Haq 
Mr. Nausher Ali 
Mr. Haşan Ali of Bogra 
Mr. Syed Badruddoja 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 


Mr. Jinnah’s nominees were: 


Mr. Mirza Ahmad Ispahani 
Mr. K. Nooruddin 
Mr. Aziz Ansari 
Mr. A. R. Siddiqi 
Mr. Abdullah Gangee 
Mr. Sikander Dehlavi 
Mr. M.A.H. Jspahani 

The formation of the Parliamentary Board was the eventual 

outcome of the agreement reached by the various groups of Muslims 
ın Bengal. r 


ma w yi? 6 first meetin g of the Parliamentary Board so constituted, 

and oursdvey^Th ° Pİ " İOn Mr ' FaZ ' Uİ Ha< l' S § rou P 

drafted M u ^ 1S occurre ^ w ^ en the election platform was being 

fol İn w*' MP .' Ha ? and hİS extremis t coterie wanted to include the 
ln g pomts in the manifesto: 


) That zamindari be abolished vvithout compensation. 

) That theıe be in the province of Bengal ııniversal free 
prımary education, vvithout taxation. 
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atam AS I KNEW HIM 
QAID-E-AZAM A' 

nnnsed to both these measures as they stood, 
We, who were oppost zam indari was concemed, we wer e 

areucd that so far as the abo ııı h t paym ent of compensation 

in agreement but to abohsh '- ^ jVonscience of an atheist. 
would be against İslam an ^ h eld that although we were as , 

As for free pnmary e ‘ ,uca ’ „ oup t0 have free primary educa- 
anxious as Mr. Fazlul Haq f t ) ıe pr ovincial budget could not 

tion, we could not do so because Aep^ ^ # ^ , £vy be ^ 

carry the buıden > pr imary education. I 

to provide the funds loı tree pııma y 

Our counler proposals whıch were both sensıble and practıcal j 
Our counıeı p [ group for the reason that 

were not acceptable to Mv. Faz ’^ b the P s0 ] idarit y which Mr. ' 

JhanalTproposed to estab.ish § through a connnon ParhamenUry Boari 
came to nought before the general electıons. Mr. Haq, he yvas 
accustomed, resorted to the press to justıfy his posıtıon. s hts 
statements had some inaccuracies, I was compelled to deal wrth them 
throueh the same medium. The statement publıshed m the Stor oj 
İndi a, Calcutta, dated September 3, 1936, contaıned the followmg 

lines: 

“Again, Mr. Fazlul Haq’s complaint of having been slighted by not 
being even consulted as to which day would be suitable to him and to his 
Party for the first meeting of the Müslim League Parliamentary Boara ot 
Bengal, here too Mr. Fazlul Haq is incorrect and his charge cannot be 
maintained. No particular ındividual or party was responsible for the 
fixing of the date of the first meeting of the Board. Mr. Jinnah suggested 
that no more time should be lost and the first meeting of the Board should 
be called iri three days, by when, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed (Mr. Fazlul Haq’s 
Party man) vvould send in the names of the Bengal Krishak Samity’s represen- 
tatives. İt was the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and some of us \vho suggested 
that a later day would be better as it \vould give the Samity more time to 
nıeet and to select their rcpresentatives. Mr. jinnah agreed and September 6 
was unanimously agreed upon as the date of the meeting. While Mr. 

Fazlul Haq feels that it would be dangerous for him to challenge the necessity 
or aaving a sing e Muslini political organisation in Bengal, he threatens, 

Waîknı,t m f t f İme Ti t0 t0 . ^ ? 0ard for the sake of appearance and then to 
to himself ' H ^ 1 ^ ^ l ° those who llave joined the Board nor 

Müslim League 6 Pariiamenta^BoaJd ^'l^ 8 C ° nCİ1 J Sİons before S ivin g ^ 

r amentary Boaıd an honest trial. The Board, as it is 


constituted today, represents more tlıar» 


one party and no single party enjoys a 


for a commoıTcause* nlmeb ° ther \ We have a11 g ot together to Vork 
be and shall be acbieved aUİu^’İ^ ° f Bea S al and this mUSt 

petty jealousies and suspicions. 6 ? WOrk “ a team bury 

1 1 ^"' l 

‘I have restricted nıvselT tn 5 l, 

entering into any controversv ^ narratioa of facts and 1 have aıoided 
Haq. Having entered the Board^T .° tb ^_ r P oints vaised bv Mr. Kulul 

a,d ’ 1 cU,m that the issuing of co.uroı ersial 
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statements to the public must cease and differences of opinion amongst 
its members, if any, must be brought to the proper forum for solution and 
decision. ’ * 

Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Praja Party decided to contest the elections on 
its own ticket. The Muslini League Party also contested the general 
elections and emerged as the largest Müslim Party in the Bengal 
Legislature, capturing 40 seats out of the 119 reserved for Muslims. 
Mı\ Fazlul Haq’s Party secured 38 seats. The Legislature of 1937 
contained a substantial group of independents most of whom later 
joined the Muslini League. Notwithstanding its strength, the Müslim 
League in its anxiety to maintain solidarity, offered the Prime 
Ministership of Bengal to Mr. Fazlul Haq who accepted the offer and 
brought with hini a section of his more “moderate” Praja followers. 
Thus, afteı* a very long time, the Muslims regained political power 
in the Bengal whiclı their forbears had önce ruled. But, as historians 
must have recorded, in 1941 Mr. Fazlul Haq betrayed the Müslim 
League and joined hands with Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose of the 
Congress Party and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, leader of the 
Hindu Mahasabha. He, the Nawab of Dacca and some others 
ıvalked into the eneıııy’s canip, taking with them a large number of 
our Party follovvers to support the newly formed coalition govern- 
ment of Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Hindus, for the sake ofloaves and 
fishes vvhich such support brought them. 

It was then that we found tlıat the hard core of the Müslim 
League in Bengal consisted of only 3 S members! The rest who mas- 
queraded as Müslim Leaguers were just Muslini Leaguers to süit their 
own interests and not to follow, as in a decent society, the dictates of 
their conscience. This Hindu-supported and Hindu-sponsored coalition 
did not last very long because the Muslini League being in opposition 
and \vorking night and day to regain power, nıade life impossible 
for Mr. Fazlul Haq and his Muslini colleagues in Calcutta and in the 
province. And the Muslini League renıounted its steed and galloped 
ali the ıvay through vvithout any serious opposition until the 1946 
elections when it literally cruslıed the opposition and totally annihilate 
the floating element in the Legislature which had made it a norma 
practice to seli its votes to the highest bidder. 

There had been some şort of understanding between the 
Congress and Muslini League candidates to lend moral support to 
each other because the Congress had no chance in Müslim constı 
encies and was not very sure of capturing a big majorıty o enera 
Seats. In his speeches during the election canıpaign, r * J ın 
repeatedly expressed sentiments of goodvvill tovvards the ongıess an 
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QAID-E-AZAM as i knew hia 

„ 11 ^npration between the Leagn e 

emphasised the need for fricndly co-opc^ ^ ^ is not 

and the Congress. For instance, which carries the oli Ve 

a hostile movement. Ouıs ı willing to C o-operate, we ar e 

branch to every communıty. ‘ ^ groU ps, provided their ideals, 
vvilling to coalesce wıth an) g P | a§ ours” 2 . There was, ho W - 

their objects are approxımate y attitu de as soon as the election 

ever, a sudden change m the S uccess at the polis had an 

results were known. The une \ . me ntal balance. They 

upsetting effect on the on S 1 ^ t ı ıe other parties in the 

spurned the idea of c0 ‘ 0 P^ r ^ 1 declared in a militant tone that 

to Une up. There is a third party in the conntry and that ts the 
Muslims. We are not going to be dıctated to y any o ). 




Instead of following the straight and only honourable course 
of forming coalition cabinets with the Müslim League on the basıs of 
an aareed programme, there being many common poınts in the 
programmes of the two parties, the Congress proceeded to win över 
individual Müslim Leaguers by holding out allurements of office and 
thus demoralising and disrupting the ranks of the League. In the 
Central Provinces, Bihar, Bombay and Madras, the Congress 
enticed a stray Müslim Leagueı* or independent Muslini member 
to sign the Congress pledge in exchange for a Ministership or a 
Parliamentary Secretaryship. 

For various reasons, the League in the United Provinces occupied 
a pivofal position. The Congress made a special efifort to create a 
situation designed to bring aboııt the merger of the Müslim League 
Party in the Congress Party because it was thought that such a 
consummation \vould deal a serious, if not a death blow, to the 
League s existence as an All-India organisation. I would, therefore, 
escıibe the Congress machinations in the U.P. at some lengtlı. 

Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad in his book “India Wins Freedom” 

leader^f^ 011 ^ ^ ne § otiations w ith Chaudhri Khaliauzzamaflı 
Jeader of the Muslini League Party in the U.P. Assembîy, which 

Quotcd ın K.B. Sayeed’s Pakistan the Formative Phasc. 

Sayeed. Pakistan the Formative Phase. 
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creates the impression that no quesfion of policy or principle was 
involved and it was onlv a question of accommodating one or two 
Müslim Leaguers in the Cabinet. The Congress wanted to include 
two Muslims in the UP Ministry to give it the semblance of a 
“national” Cabinet, but it was faced with a difficulty. No Müslim 
had been elected to the UP Assembly on the Congress ticket. 
Before the Assembly could be called to meet for its first session, a 
Müslim League member, Thakur Asghar Ali Khan, elected from 
Bahraich district, died. It \vas a safe seat for the League. It was 
generally expected that the UP Müslim League Parliamentary Board 
would put up a candidate in the by-election. Mr. Jinnah had, in a 
statement, declared : “ We ha ve decided to contest the seat which was 

won by the Muslini League at Bahraich. The member who won the 
seat, I sorrovvfully have to say, is no more with us. So we have to 
capture the seat again. The Congress, I believe, is going to contest 
this seat. It will be a great mistake on the part of the Congress to do 
so. . . . ” 4 Mr. Jinnah’s statement was unambiguous but it is regret- 
table that his directive was not followed and a Müslim League seat was 
lost to the Congress as a result. No League candidate was put up 
and a Congress leader named Mr. Rafı Ahmad Kidwai was allowed to 
be elected unopposed. Inhisbook “India Wins Freedom—the Other 
Side” (Page 88) Mr. Abdul Wahid Khan, a protege of Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzaman, testifies that ‘‘he (Kidwai) too had \von the seat in a 
by-election through the support ol Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman . 

The Congress, through Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad, approached 
the leader of the UP Muslini League Parliamentary Party, Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzanıan, över the head of the President of the All-India Müslim 
League, Mr. Jinnah, knowing that the League at the time was not a 
well-knit and strong organisation. The parleys were conducted in a 
manner vvhich made it clear that the Congress*s intention was to 
seduce Muslini Leaguers by offering baits of office and tlıereby kili 
the Muslini League Party. These developments were causing serious 
concern in Müslim League circles as is evident from the follovving 
statement issued by Syed Mohammed Husain of Allahabad, a promi- 
nent Müslim League leader in UP and member of the Council of State: 
‘What a dreadful plot against both the Müslim League and Mr. Jinnah ! 
Mr. Jinnah becomes convinced that nothing can be done to the 
advantage of the Müslim conımunity unless the Muslims of difterent 
shades of opinion are brought under one strong and progressive organi¬ 
sation, that is the Müslim League. His desire was to ask those ıvho 


4 M. H. Saiyid: Mohammed Ali Jinnah (a political studj '). 
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QAID-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


j ı fo darken their pace and to make those who 

were goıng unduly fast to hacken P so that tlle who | e 

\vere hardly a vancıng o quı H e wo rked very hard for it and, 

community should advance togethe . ^ h J succeeded to 4 

inspite of good many handıcapidi ^ ^ ^ advancçd 

great extent. He was natıırally ınciınea • 11 ı * 

section and, in his zeal to secure their co-operat.on, he yıelded to 
them on more than one occasion. They however, accepted the 

principle of consolidating the Muslims of ali sch " ols ° f thou S ht 
under the banner of the Müslim League and gave Mr. Jmnah an under- 

taking to that effect. 

“Mr. Jinnah placed confidence in them and asked them to go 
ahead. Alas, his confidence was misplaced and how some of them 
betraved him, at least, in UP. His idea was to organize the Muslims 
to stand against the Congress which had entirely ignored the existence 
of Muslims in India except for the purpose of exploiting and had 
become too arrogant and anti-Muslim. Yet Mr. Jinnah wanted the 
Muslims to become strong enough to advance side by side vvithanypro- 
gressive group. It vvasin the name of the Müslim League and Mr. Jinnah 
that the candidates went about canvassing for votes and preaching 
Mr. Jinnah’s principles of organisation of Muslims and succeeded in 
the elections. 

“But what they did and are doing after their success in the 
election does no credit to the Congressite Muslims. The hands of 
the Congress are not invisible in the UP Parliamentary Board and, 
although some had their o\vn suspicions, they pursued the policy of 
wait and see’ and allowed the election to be över. İmmediately the 
elections finished and the Congress was returned \vith a majority, its 

hands became very prominent in the activities of the UP Parliamentary 
Board. ” 

rv> M ° hammed ^ usa * n narrated the circumstances in which 

Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman got himself nominated as the leader of the 

swlnöw Ti h "’ a r bi , tterest P' 11 that ‘he vvhole gathering had to 
candidate fo * 1 ° wed the decisi °n not to oppose the Congress 

thfual^ f ahr ^ h L COnStİtUenC y- He added - “The policy of 

Khaligufzamantoly'^nVinh^-rf ^ rİght W Chaudhr ' 

rvhen the Raia of t-,I- 115 lnt hvıdual capacıty? In the same way, 

of accep ing S" ““P** 3 P° rtfo1 ^ a '‘h°ugh «he ™ a "” er 

eondemnatkın. The nnl ^ T CrİtİcUm - Khalinuzzaman joins in 
of opinion has been th ^ conso,1 dating the Muslims of ali shades 
League Parliamentary Bot* ZZZt!^ 
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“The only vveapon that you have to forge-and the sooner you forge 
the better—is to create your own strength, yoıır o\vn povver so that 
yon can l'aee any danger, any povver, any opponent, any enemv sıngly 

or combined.” 


Qaid-e-Azam: Presidential Address, 
Madras, Apri 1 , 1941. 
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“The invitation to the All-India Müslim League to hold its 
session at Lucknow, which the Müslim League had accepted, has 
disovvned or, at least, cancelled. The design \vas pre-arranged 

t i. _ i. ^ — 4 . L r-* rV /I ı -ı n I ı I I «ı 1_ — I _ 1 * a • 


bccn uj3l/ *» ” 7 ' o ı * 

ınd the idea was to stop the Muslini League from holding its session 
ıvhere in the near future so that the Congress may be able to steal 
1 - the League .” 5 


any 

a march 


över 


In conclusion Syed Mohammed Husain vvarned his co-religionists 
not to fal! into the Congress trap and to rally around Mr. Jinnah. 


jVlr. Jinnah took serious notice of the matter and issued a press 
s ta te m en t vvarning against the consequences of such subterfuges: 
“I understand that there is a ıııove to iııvite to the meeting of members 
of the Congress to be held on May 2 and May 3 ) some Müslim members 
who have been elected to the United Provinces Legislative Assembly 
on the Müslim League ticket and also a conference is going to be 
convened at Allahabad. 1 anı entirely in the dark as to what the object 
of this move is. But 1 want to make it clear that it will be useless 
for any individual or individuals to effectively carry the Muslims 
behind theııı if any settlement is arrived at with a particular group or 
even for the matter of that the ıvhole of the province. 


“I say it is a pity that these roundabout efforts are made. The 
only object of it can be to create some differences between the 
Muslims. It is no use dealing with those men \vho are in and out of 
the Congress and the Müslim League at one time with one and at 
another time with the other, as it suits them. I am sure that the 
Muslims of the United Provinces will not betray the Muslims of 
India and therefore any effort to settle by individuals \vhich may be 
advantageous to them for the time being will not carry us anywhere. 

“1 have been promised by Chaudhri Khaliquzzanıan, leader of 
the Müslim League Party in UP Legislature, that he will let me 
kno\v what the situation is in the United Provinces. I ha\e sent him 
reminders and I am waiting to hear from him for the last three wee s. 
I cannot understand the mystery of his silence. I only trust that he wi 
not enter into any commitment ıvhich may be repudiated not on ) 
by the Muslims of his province but the Muslims of India. 

“The method ot dealing with individuals or groups can only result 
in isolating and dividing the Muslims group by group or proıince 
by province and in destroying the united front. fl 


f The Pioneer, Lucknow, dated April 21, 1937- 
6 Times oj India, Bombay, dated April 26, 1937. 
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.. ı ır,u TO Azadand ]awaharlal Nohn. lorıuu twu ir, m 

„ d "S;.. e «'»*» '-s'"' -.-.. «*>. 

\vhich were: 

. , „,. rtlır * in the UP Legislature shall eea«„ 

(,) The Müslim League gı oup m ua„, 

to function as a separate groııp. I 

M The existin g members of the Müslim League Party in th«. 
UP Assembly shall bfcome part of the Congress Party and vvill fully 
share membership of the Party. They wıl hkevv,se bc subject to 
control and discipLe of the Congress Party m an equ. measure Wit h 
other members and the decision of the Congress Party as regards work 
in the Legislature and general behaviour of .ts members shall be 
binding on them. Ali mattan shall be decided by a majonty vole of 
the Party, each member having oııe vote. 

(3) The policy laid down by the Congress Working Committee 
for their members in the Legislatııres along \vith the instı uctions issued 
by the competent Congress bodies pertaining to their \vork in such 
legislatııres shall be faithfully carried out by ali members of the 
Congress Party including these members. 

(4) The Müslim Leagııe Parliamentary Board in the UP will 
be dissolved and no candidate will thereafter be set up by the said 
Board at any by-election. Ali members of the Party shall actively 
support any candidate that may be nominated by the Congress to 
fiil a vacancy hereafter. 

(s) Ali members of the Congress Party shall abide by the rules of 
the Congress Party and offer their ful 1 co-operation with a view to 
promoting the interest and prestige of the Congress. 

(6) In the event of the Congress Party deciding on resignation 
from the Ministry and the Legislature, the members of the aforemen- 
tıoned group shall be bound by that decision. 

Ma,,l TheS Ak' S ıT ı Were „ conve y ed to Chaudhri Khaliouzzaman by 
hontd n d,af i U f f h m Azad Wİth a n0te " stated: “İt t* 
2 ro P un of1 k 6 . tern \ S ' Vere a S reed to »d the Müslim Leagot 
pronp İM «? rS i° ,ned tHe C ° n S reSS Part y a. full members, tha* 
the Provincial Cabinet^T ** * Se P arate g rou P- In the formation J 1 
haverepresentatives’V WaS C ° ,1Sİdered P ro per that they shouU 




! 


Regmald Coupland: İndi 


a a Restatement . 
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It is indeed amazing as to how the Congress leaders had the eff- 

I rontery to put forward such terms and conditions which no self- 
respecting party could ever entertain. Hovvever, Abdul Wahid Khan 
w ho in his book “India Wins Freedom—the Other Side” (Page 8ı) 
cJaims to have fırst-hand knovvledge of the Azad-Khaliquzzaman 
negotı'ations, remarks : They (The UP League leaders) were willing 

to be subject to Congress discipline in the matter of economic pro- 
gramme and to resign from the government in case the Congress 
decided to resign. They were also prepared not to contest any 
by-election in opposition to Congress Müslim candidates. That 
vvould have amounted to the Virtual dissolution of the (League) 
Parliamentary Board.” It must be noted that Nawab Mohammad 
İsmail Khan, President, UP Provincial Müslim League, was not a 
party to these ııegotiations and vvas strongly opposed to these terms 
and conditions. Müslim public opinion by this time had become 
vocal and asseıtive and the note of vvarning sounded by Mr. Jinnah 
in the statement quoted earlier averted the danger of merger of 
the UP Muslini League Parliamentary Party in the Congress. 
The Azad-Khaliquzzaman parleys fell through and the Müslim League 
vvas saved from the sinister designs of the Congress and the Muslims 
of India from a catastrophe from vvhich there vvould not have been 
an easy recovery. On that occasion, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman had 
led us alnıost to the brink of disaster and our national hero and 
leader, Mr. Jinnah, saved us. 

The Congress High Command adopted a similar attitude toıvards 
the Müslim League in Bombay. Accoıding to the testimony of Mr. 
Kanji Davvarkadas, a prominent Hindu leader of Bombay: Kher, 
the Chief Minister-designate, before forming the Ministry, saw 
Jinnah. He requested Jinnah to give him two members of his Müslim 
League to join in the Ministry. Jinnah readily agreed and offered his 
and the Müslim League’s fullest co-operation to the Congress Ministry. 
But what happened ? Kher told me the vvhole story and later Jinnah 
confirmed it. The High Command, Sardar Patel in particular, took 
Kher to task for having approached Jinnah. The High Command vvanted 
no truck with Jinnah. So, Kher’s request for the tvvo Muslini Leaguers 
in the Ministry vvas turned into a denıand by the Congress that the 
Müslim Leaguers must resign from the Müslim League and join 
the Congress and then only vvould they be taken as Ministers. T is 
ıvas a humiliating condition for the Muslini League to accept. Jinn 
rightly resented it. He, therefore, sumıııarily rejected the Congress 
su ggestion. He vvanted to co-operate with the Congress Ministıy ut 
not by liquidating and sabotaging his ovvn party. 8 

^ aı, İ* Dwarkadas: India’s Fight Jor Freedom, Bombay 1966. 
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QA,D " lAZAM ,,Con g ,c,l-^ r -He tim(; 

İt did not, P;: r | ıa| ”’ u notam°rian £ 

t hat thclr irnpı-n* « J‘ ‘ ore . As , British, tlıey ignored 

very ‘unity by to tem» ^ awaken ed nation, ev en 

W ere. strong t-nout ‘ f org ettıng Ul ‘ supp ressed and emlavej 

and sligbted tbeMnsb^.r^ S BOt be s PP^ ^ Mf Dwark a . 
though nntne^y ^ Ae ba llot bo * ° /| ac k of political foresight 

bv means ol a 1 1 J <«*tu;c ;ırro2ânCt ‘ , •_a-Ua npyf fen vpa^ 
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“I anı no believer in the mission of making the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. The task is difficult, of course, but you must make earnest 
effort to promote the iııterests of the masses without necessarıly dıs- 
turbing the ec|uilibrium in the bargain. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at a dinner 
party given by the late Mr. GhuM 
Husain Hidayatullah at Karachi August 
9> I947- 
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ç when Prime Mini,ster Mohaıned Ali Bogra’s Cabinet accepted 
Ihc ne w coat of arms, which uptil today remains the Government’s 
iignv emblem. 

TIIF CAPITAL OF PAKİSTAN 


After some days of discussion on vvhere the Pakistan Capital 
should be established and after careful consideration of the 
advantages and disadvantages of the cities, irıcluding Lahore, Peshawar, 
Rawalpindi, Quetta and Karachi, it was agreed by the Qaid-e-Azam 
and his Woı*king Committee that the best suited city was Lahore but 
as il was too elose to the Indian border and was, at the time, funetion- 
ing as the Capital of the province of the Punjab, it vvould not be a 
suitable choice. Rawalpindi and its surrounding areas were ruled 
out because British investigations, carried out thoroughly and at a 
heavy cost, revealed that there was inadequacy of wateı* to support 
any expansion of reasonable dimensions in the area. Hyderabad, 
Peshavvar and Quetta w ere not too seriously considered. 


The conscnsus of opinion ied by the Qaid was that Karachi was 
best suited for the honour but there was a stumbling block which had 
to be first eleared. The provincial Capital of Sind was sıtuated at 
Karachi and Karachi could not, therefore, become the natıonal Capital 
at the same time. Mr. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah the then Chıet 
Minister of the province, was sent for and the Qaid and Lıaqat Alı 
Khan discussed the Working Committee s pıoposal wit im. f e c wa ^ 
told that if he complied with our request to shift t e capıta o ın 
outside Karachi, say to Hyderabad, the Centre w ou move ın pe m 
nently and meet a substantial portion of the cost o uı ıngs w ıc 
the Government of Sind vvill incur in building t ıe egis atuıc, co » 
other offîces and residential quarters for its ofhcers. e 
Minister was sympathefic and accommodating. He agree 
for a year’s time to shift out of Karachi so that adcquate time m y 
given for the completion of essential buildings in y eıa a . 

Qaid agreed as he did not consider any city in est a ıs a ^ s 
suitable for the seat of the Central Government. For some Q f 
a fter the Central Government had moved in, te °y ern . t 
Sind funetioned in the Napier Barracks seetion o t e cı y 
^an the promised date, moved out to Hyderabad, leavıng 

Capital. 

There was agitation by some politicians of Sind aga' ' 0 f 

Karachi and some adjoining areas for the puıpose .. t j^ e 
national Capital. Fears vvere expressed that ıt m.ght mjure 
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interests of Sind. However, when a deputation of Sindhi lead ers 
called on Qaid-e-Azam at Quetta in thıs connectıon, he explaıned th* 
whole position to them in such a convıncıng manner, as was hi s j 
wont, that they were satisfied. Their fears were set at rest and 
the agitation died. And Karachi remained the Capital of Pakistan. 
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HAQ AND SIKANDAR 

L IKE ali decent men, the Qaid-e-Azam disliked disloyalty. He 
did not forgive one who was disloyal to the national organisa- 
tion and the national cause nor did he ever repose his confidence 
in such a man, hovvever much he may ha ve apparently changed and 
however much the Qaid needed his help in attaining the goal he had 
set for himself. One or two incidents would suffice to illustrate 
this facet of his character, although scores of instances can be cited 
by one who had the privilege of knovving him a little closely. 

He did not forgive Bengal’s A. K. Fazlul Haq, the Nawab of _ 
Dacca, Sikandar Hayat Khan and Khizr Hayat Tiwana for their 
disloyalty to the organisation and the cause of the Muslims. They 
vvere treated as suspects and men in whom no reliance could be 
placed. The Bengali Müslim stalwarts had betrayed their own 
people for personal gains and their Punjabi counterparts remained 
faithful servants of the British in recognition of the bounties sho\vered 
by thern upon their ancestors. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq was expelled from the Müslim League Working 
Committee in 1941 by the Qaid for letting do\vn the organisation 
in Bengal and joining hands with the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee to bring 
about the dovvnfall of the Müslim League government in Bengal 
which he himself had headed, thereafter emerging as the Chief 
Minister of Bengal accompanied by the group of Müslim patronage- 
seekers and strongly supported by the united and calculating Hindus 
of the Congress and Mahasabha. So far as the Qaid was concerned, 
the war in Bengal was on two fronts—against the Hindus who weıe 
determined to deprive the Muslims of their legitimate share in 
power and to retain it with the help of their Müslim puppet (Mr 
Fazlul Haq) and his band and against Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Navvab 
Bahaduı* of Dacca who had been disloyal to the League and had betıa>c 
it at a time when Muslims in Bengal vvere just beginning to stanc on 
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, ı^ıion humiliation and poverty. rimes 

their feet after years of degrad - wjthjn and outside ^ 

Sged again ^ '.?* b £ ^ FaZ ' U ' S 

UgisUture, the Hunı.haunga P possıble by he powerf u l 

and supported financ.al { s Waterloo and Mr. Haq and his follo We r s 
Hindus of Bengal nu ^ t j, e Q a jd was concerned, his attıtuc] e 

admitted defeat. Yet, so • change. He would not pardon 

toıvards the fallen betrayers d,d 
them for their disloyalty. 

, ,„ ria l on mv fileş relating to Muslini politics 

ln ■ «r t ÎL“" 


Ö-- - . Partit-ion But this İS not an appropriate 

League between 193 “ n d j s hall confine myself to a f ew 

place or entel *"Ş 0 f a f ew facts concerning Mr. A. K. Fazlul 

Muslini figüre of Bengal. Whi,e 
I do so, I must in fairness to hini State that Mr. Fazlul Haq, m spıte 
of his frailties and inconsistencies, was very tender-hearted. He was 
ahvays ready to help the poor, especially the needy students. He 
would, at times, help them by borrowing money. Personally, he 
was very considerate to me. Suffice it to say that he was a trouble- 
some factor and was, consciously or othervvise, queering the pitch 
of the Müslim League most of the time. In dealing with him, one 
did not kno\v where he stood. He arrogated to himself the privilege 
of changing his mind ten times in as many hours. Consistency 
was not his forte. He could be easily influenced by friends and 
relations. 


Mr 


on , Fazlul Haq filed a süit against Mr. Jinnah in 1942 at Calcutta, 
v ıch he eventually had to withdraw in 1946 and in September 1946 

the LeagueVf ? IStriC , 1 Lea S ÜC ^ or admission as member and signed 

s L "*“ " hid ' h ' -w 

National Defence Councd aCCe P te ^ mem bership of the so-called 
the Muslini League Tl w Bich was against the policy 

ten days’ time to resign from ^ a §^ e _^ or king Committee gave him 
" İth ** Creative iJİ™! ^il. He did comply 

ıTîJ’, * le a ^ so resigned from ^ w* ı! n res ^g n ing from the Defence 
to th e c' n the or S anisa tioıı ı, lc l , le US lm Lea g üe and ali the positions 
Ln u ! Secretar y Of the All-hi x7 te , 0n Se Ptember 8, , 94 ,, a letter 

the S w!rlci ma r ng al1 . sorts of !vib] US ' m Lea S ue couc lıed in offensh* 
Th o foll ow n ® Commi ttee and Con accdsation s against the Presidenb 
°llowıng port iom of £ ^ of the All-India Müslim League. 

ln P art icular were most objection* 
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able: (i) “I maintain that this action of the President vvas unconstitu- 
tional in the highest degree” ; (2) “The Working Committee endorscd 
the action of the President because they had no other alternative 
before them. If they had refused to ratify the President’s action, it 
wou Id have amounted to a vote of no-confidence in the President and 
this contingency the Working Committee were not prepared to 
face. It is for this reason that the Working Committee passed 
the resolution, a copy of which you have forwarded to me calling 
upon me to resign unconditionally from the Defence Coııncil”; (3) 
“But before I conclyde I wish to record a most emphatic protesi 
against the manner in which the interests of the Muslims ol Bengal 
and Punjab are being imperilled by Müslim leaders of the provinces 
vvhere the Muslims are a minority, popularly known among tlıc Muslims 
as minority provinces of India” ; (4) “As a mark of protest against 
the arbitrary use of powers vested in its President, I beg to tender ıny 
resignation from the membership of the Working Committee and 
the Council of the All-India Müslim League. Much as 1 deplore this 
course, I cannot usefully continue to be a member of a body vvlıich 
shovvs scant courtesy to provincial leaders and which arrogates to 
itself the funetions which ought to be exercised by the provincial 
executive” ; ( { ) “The President of the All-India Müslim League has 
signally failed to diseharge the heavy responsıbılıtıes of his office m 
a^constitutional and reasonable manner”; (6) In tender.ng my 
resignation, I should also like to enter the caveat that recent e en 
have forcibly brought home to me that the pnnc.ples of democracy 

and a tonoıny are b § eing subordinated to the arbitrary «rshes of a s gU 

individual who seeks torule över the destiny of 33 m; °^ushms 
in the province of Bengal who occupy the key pos.tıon ın 

Müslim politics”. 

The Working Committee on 27* October >»+^ cJ “ e "^ n r 
Mr. Fazlul Haq to withdraw these al egatıoııs an P f t his 

having cast these aspersions, vvithin ten days of receıpt 

resolution. 

At this time there was ““P'^y^^ereprot»» meetings 

»«jîCisr 

the Müslim League. Ultımately, he a - In diaMüslim League 

i 94 i j another letter to the Secretary o reply- ^ ^ as 

"hich stated: “1 regret the delay in ü^r U an7. did not feel 
heen due entirely to the poor State ol my < * ser i 0 us import 

justified in replying to a “mmunication o “ dention _ No one 
wıthout gıving the matter most anxıou 
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, President himself that I have alvvays bee n , 
knows better than the Pres never hes j ta ted to carry out it, 

loyal member of the Lea ^ ' was constitutionally adopted by it 

mandates, and önce a dec* even though that deosıon mıg h t no( 

have never hesitated to ot- ^ , f there were any doubts ,n r egarJ 

personally commend > tse, ‘ from the National Defence Co Uncil 

to this point, my resıgn ^ ^ that> 0 f a ll those who hav e 

amply proves ıt. İt ıs a . the on ly national organisation 0 f 
given of their best to P the ob j ec t of so much misunder. 

Müslim India, 1 shouId ? f d criticism. U appears that porti ons 
standing and so much f n of the President and some 0 f 

of m y letter have ur^the feel, yQU my assuranw 

my other frıend . ) intention than to hurt the 

feelingT oToTto rast aspersions on anyone and I hope that my 
assurance vvill be accepted and the matter cons.dered as closed . 
The VVorking Committee, in view of Mr. Fazlul Haq s explanatıo n 
and assurance, decided not to take any further actıon m the matter. 

However, as events shovved, Mr. Fazlul Haq onlv pıofessed 

lip-loyalty to the League. Although he \vas stili a member of the 

Müslim League and was heading a Coalition Ministry of which the 

Müslim League Party was a component part, he began to undermine 

the League’s position. He encouraged the formation of a ‘progres- 

sive’ group of a few Müslim members of the Assembly with himself 

as leader while he was stili President of the Bengal Provincial Muslini 

League, leader of the Müslim League Party in the Assembly and 

member of the Working Committee and Council of the All-India 

Müslim League. He started a paper called Navû Joog, whose policy 

ıvas to revile the Müslim League. I was keeping the Qaid-e-Azam 

fully posted with all the developments, particularly Mr. Fazlul Haq’s 

doıngs. I quote from just one of the letters vvritten bv me to the 
Qaıd: J 


Dear Mr. Jinnah: 


ıst Deccmber, 194 1 


Govemor^ today ^ ^ Cabınet have tendered their resignation to the 

On SciturddY oıır fripn/1c 

They gave hini an opportumtvV^ ° ut "^ ıanoeuvre d by the clever fox, Hoq. 
a«vi that he could no t sabotage the ^1^ ^ ^ Wİth tht Coa l ition P ^ 
He further stated a lot of non Cab,net > Mıile he remained a Minister. 
^ ou nıus t have read this piffle" ° SU PP orf °f a coalition, unity, ete. 

Inımediately after ’ 

,hC Pr °g ressi w Party, sev e "'a! coLuC"’"" 1 ' h ' Md two mee,İ, ’8 S 

tat, °ns vvith the Bose end Congre^ 
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groups and yestcrday morning he presided över 

çressive Coalition Party, i.e. a party composed nf H m f etm g of l ^e P ro - 
Forward Bloc, Congress and the Independent 

a report was publıshed in the issue of the Amritn fi , ste - Also 

the efTect that some of the Ministers had behaved very disresDectn^T^' t0 
him in the Cabinet meeting and that he could not nns.fl 1 fu ytowaıds 

able y eUmenÎ eİr ^^ ** Cabinet was 


In the afternoon, he realised that this report along vvith the report 
of his conduct.ng meetings on the quiet would place him in the wrong 
önce again and would be construed by the Governor as a breach of faith 
on his part. He came out vvith a fresh statemert which vvas released to 
the press tlıis morning. In this he stated that the reports were ali false 
He thought that by issuing such a statemert he would maintain his position 
and, at the same time, gain valuable time. 


He counted vvithout his hoşt, for we werc determined to force the 
issue today as giving of furtber time was, in our opinion, fatal, because while 
vve stuck to our undertaking as gentlemen, Haq went ahead vvith his mission 
to consolidate his position. 




A meeting of the Cabinet vvas held today. Haq got the ball rolling. 
He said that he vvas doing everything in his povver to patch up the differences 
and that he had partly succeeded in his effort. He vvanted more time to 
complete his job. Our representatives laughed. It vvas a joke that they 
had ali heard before. They replied, “It is out of question”. He then 
threatened that there vvas just one altemative and that vvas resignation of 
the Cabinet. Our fellovvs jumped to it and said, “Yes, vve agree—vve 
cannot continue in this fashion”. Ali vvrote out their resignations and 
handed them to the Governor. These have not beeı accepted so far but 
it is definite that they vvill be. The chances are that vve may be called 
upon to constitute the nevv government. Let us see. 


A meeting of the Provincial Working Committee vvill be held tomovrovv 
> take disciplinary action against those members of the League vvho 
ıined the Progressive Party. Haq is one of them. 

On the 4 th instant a meeting of the A ^j| y 
î held to consider the present sıtuatıon m Beng , to e lect 

. be moved against Haq and others vvho have betraye meet . 

leader in place of Haq. Inshallah, vve shall have a ^ shall 

g and, Inshallah, vve shall succeed ın throvvıng ou Legis i at ure. 

so elect the leader of the Müslim League Party ın the Leg.s 

The fight is on. It will be a life and d «aA struggle. ^> H ^ dus 
eans, is a spent force. He has influence an crU sh the Muslims. 

e almost daily vvith him. They are our to dıvı e fight tvvice as 

s I have said before, ouı cause is just and vve shall therelo g 

eli and tvvice as bravely.... 


With kind regards, yQurs ver y smcerely, 
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Mr. Fazlul Haq then resigııed from thc Pıvnıı.'ul,i|. ,.ru| 

Coalition Ministry broke down. He went .. « 

of mcmbers of the Assembly to signıfy »UPP°" or "" |m,. 

mısın? loaves and nshes ot otncc. M ı in s l)ı* QK 

ioininehands with the inveterate enemıes ot the Muslini» Dr. Slıyam» 

Prasacf Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bo»e, tor the s.ıke <>l lonnlng 
a M nistrv and petitioned the Governor to «>mn-ssion h.m to form 
the Ministry During ali these months the Qa,d-e-Aza m exere|,e ( | 
the sreatest possible patience and gave a long 'ope to Mı. a/.lul llaq 
to h!ng himself withf which he did. A s,tu,u,on had novv ar,sen „ 
which he laid himself öpen to disciplınary adıon İn e .emse ol the 
authority vestedin him, the Qaid-e-Azam expelkd M . I. Jul I 1 aq 
from the Müslim League for betrayıng the oıgamsatıon. 

The Qaid-e-Azam referred to Fazlul Haq's betrayal in his charac 
teristic style during a speech at the conference of the AM-Indıa Muslm, 
Students’ Federation at Nagpur in December, 194 1 • ldc ,aıd • No w 
I make a Christmas gift of Mr. Haq to Lord Lınlıthgovv ! I make another 
Ne w Year’s gift of Nawab of Dacca to the Governor ot Bengal. 
I arn very glad and I am happy that Müslim Indıa is ı ıd of these men 
w ho are guilty of the grossest treachery and betrayal of Müslim 

India.” 

The conduct of the Governor in commissioning Mr. Fazlul Haq 
to form the Ministry by questionable means was severely criticised 
by the Qaid-e-Azam at the Bengal Provincial Müslim League Con¬ 
ference at Serajganj on February i y, 1942. He said : “The Governor, 
instead of following the course that has been established by convention 
in the British Parliament to cali the leader of the largest single party, 
called a man who had been conspiring even as the head of the 
Government of Bengal, a man who \vas canvassing for support with 
his hat in hand before being commissioned, an act to my mind highty 
improper and derogatory to the honour and prestige of a person 
who claims to be a leader—a man \vho had actually petitioned the 
Governor to commission him to form a Ministry... . Signatures 
are not obtained, most of them at least, for the mere asking. Promi $eS 
have to be made. Is this not encouraging corrupt praetice am° n & 
^° U1 hegislators? The Coalition Party having been dissoh e 
His Excellency should have called the leader of the singl e l ar ^ e ‘ f 
paıty which was unquestionably the Müslim League Party. Its l ea 
x î r . az “ n > should have been commissioned first..**'' , 
azımuddin is a responsible leader with a elean reputation. . 

responsible positions long before this Constitufion catn e '[V 
operatıon.. . . As I have said, his record is elean; he is a respon^ 
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man and Jı< ıs acquitted himself honourably throughout his career 
It was Tor Sir Nazimuddin to decide vvhether he vvould accept the 
commission to form a Ministry or not. If he made a mistake and 
said to His Excellency ‘Yes, I will’ and had failed to do so or was 
defeated by a vote of no-confidence, it \vould have been the funeral 
of the League and not the funeral of the Governor.” 1 

Mr. Fazlul Hac], hovvever, was installed in office with an army 
of Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and Whips totalling about 
fifty in a house of t\vo hundred and fifty—an unheard of event in 
Parliamentary hislory. But it was one thing to form a Ministry by 
corruption and machination and quite anotlıer to face the public. 
The popular vvill in Bengal unmistakably asserted itself in t\vo bv- 
elections at Natore and Baluıghat in \vhich the Müslim League 
candidates achieved resounding victories över the candidates spon- 
sored by the Haq Ministry in spite of ali the pressure and intimidation 
that his Government could exercise. Bv April 1943, Mr. Haq’s 
Ministry was svvept out of office by the strength of Müslim Bengal’s 
popular vvill. 

Immediately after Mr. Haq’s expulsion from the Müslim League 
and ali its committees including the All-India Working Committee, 
the Qaid-e-Azam nominated rne as a member of his Working 
Committee. The offıcial letter received from him as President of 
the League in this connection is reproduced beloAv: 

10 Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi 

13th December 1941 


Dear Sir, 

I beg to inform you that I 
have appointed you a member of 
the Yforking Committee of the 
All-Iridia Müslim League in place 

^uoted in Jamil-ud-Din Ahmed’s Speeches and Writings of Afr. Jlnnah, 
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of the vacancy caused by the 
removal of the naros of Mr, Fazl\jj_ 

Haq. 

please acknowledge receipt 




I 


and oblige. 


Yours faithfully 


*4 


Hassan Ispahani Esq 
5 Camac Street, 

Calcutta. 

Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan of the Punjab, too, I am sorry to 
record, was a troublesome man, though different from Mr. Fazlul 
Haq. He was shrewd and tactful. Although he was my personal 
friend and had many good qualities, yet, in order to keep the record 
straight, I have to narrate certain facts plainly. He, ıvith his Unionist 
followers (Müslim), joined the Müslim League not out of deep con- 
viction but merely as a matter of necessity. With the rise in the power 
of Congress as a result of success in forming Ministries in seven out o! 
eleven provinces of India, the political situation in the country as J 
whole was fast changing. There was no imminent threat to 
Unionist Ministry but the Congress had started its Müslim nıaS5 
contact campaign in the provinces including the Punjab and M uslın ’ 
public opinion everywhere vvas veering round the Muslini Leagu e - 
As an astute politician, Sir Sikandar realised the potential dange f ^ I 
his Ministry. He knew that the Unionist Ministry by itself could ^ ı 
withstand the tide of Congress totalitarianism unless he secıııe ^ I 
support of a Muslini organisation functioning on aıı all-India P'^ t I 
A Ministry could not work vvithin the \vater-tight compaftm^ 1 ^ I 
province irrespective of the political forces operating in the s 
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tinent. Sır Sikandar also could not have been unavvare of the trend, f 
Muslini public opinion in his province. For ali tbese reasons hl 
decided to thro'V in his lot ıvitlı the Müslim League and eave an 
uııdertaking at the Luc knovv session oi the League to oet the Musli 
vving of the Unionist Party to join the Müslim" Leagu?. But vvas he 
reallv serious about implementing the undertaking? The answer is 
provided by the correspondence which Dr. Iqbal, then President of 
the Puııjab Provincial Müslim League, had vvith Mr. Jinnah. 

In his letter ol November 10, 1937, Dr. Iqbal vvrote to Mr. Jiıınah 
as follows: 

“After having several tolks vvith Sir Sikandar and his friends, I am 
novv defmitely of the opinion that Sir Sikandar vvants nothing less than 
complete control of the League and the Provincial Parlianıentary Board. 

In your pact vvith him, it is mentioned that the Parlianıentary Board vvill be 
reconstituted and that the Unionists vvill have a nıajority on the Board. 

Sir Sikandar telis me that you agreed to their nıajority on the Board. I 
vvrote to you sometime ago to inquire vvhether you did agree to the Unionist 
majoritj on the Board. So far, I have not heard fronı you. I persorally see 
no hamı in giving him dıe nıajority that he vvants. But he goes beyond 
dıe pact \\hen he vvants a complete change in the office holders of the 
League, especially the Secretary vvho has done so much for the League. 

He also \\ishes that the finances ot the League should be controlled by his 
men. Ali this to my mind amounts to capturing the League and then killing 
it. Knovving the opinion of dıe province as 1 do, I cannot take dıe responsibi- 
iity of handing över the League to Sir Sikandar and his friends. The pact has 
already damaged the prestige of the League in this province; and the tactics 
of the Unionists may damage it stili further. They have not so far signed 
the creed of the League and I understand do not mean to. The session of 
dıe League in Lahore they vvant in April instead of February. My impression 
is that they vvant to gain time lor their ovvn Zamindara League to function 
in the province. Peıhaps you knovv that on his return fronı Lucknovv, Sir 
Sikandar constituted a Zamindara League vvhose branches are novv being 
nıade in the province. In these circumstances, please let me knovv vvhat 
vve should do.” 

This is the unimpeachable evidence of the revered sage and poet- 
philosopher of Müslim India regarding the intentions and doings of Sir 
ikandar and his Unionist follovvers. He did nothing to encourage 
| e grovvth of the Muslini League organisation in the Punjab. As 
°ng as he lived he tried to sail in two boats. He often spoke in two 
L°i ces > sa ying one thing on the League platform and another inside 
I ls 0VVn province. His public pronouncements often conveyed the 
0 fP-i°n that his views were at variance vvith the declared policies 
a-vis 6 ^ ea g u ^; for instance, the Muslini League’s attitude vis- 

aruT h BntİS ^ Government’s war efifort, the Ottavva Agreement 
°' e a ^> tbe Lahore Resolution of the Muslini League of 194° 
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itself. In the course ot a ıamo ng f , J „ l he 

T /^rriclcıfl* VP Assemblv on the 11 tl< o> Marth, 1 94 •. b'r Sika n(1 


Puniab Legislative Assembly on the n th of March, . 94. , Sır Sikan, W 
Aıssociated himself from the basic prıncp'e^ sep. atc, ^soverçi. 


dıssocıated hımsell ırom v . m r ı: no . “ı, l , ^ 

1 • 4.ı,„ ı -.ı^re Resolutıon by remaı Ring. it has b C o h 

states envısaged ın the Lanore j « u< -en 

scaues ejıvıaagc 1 alıftre Resolutıon. 1 bnv« 


said that I am the author of the Lahore Resolution. I hava „ 0 , 

hesitation in admitting that I vvas respons.ble lor draftıng the orig inj , 
hesıtatıon & make it c l c ar that the resolutıon vvhich | 

drafted was radically amended by the Working Conamittee and the te 
is a wide divergcnce in the resolutıon drafted and the one that 
was finally passed. The main difference bctween the two resolutio^ 
is that the latter part of my resolutıon vvhich related to the Centre 
and co-ordination of the activities of the var.ous un.ts was elımmated. 

İt is, therefore, a travesty of fact to descr.be the League resolution, 
as it was finally passed, as my resolution . 


İt must be remembered that Sir Sikandan Hayat Khan w as 
present at the meeting of the Working Committee at vvhich the 
resolution was finalised. He was also present at the meeting of the 
Subjects Committee vvhich approved the resolution. He also attended 
the öpen session at vvhich the resolution vvas finally passed. Novvhere 
did he raise any objection nor did he attempt to get the resolution 
amended at any subsequent meeting of the League Council or at a 
general session ot the League. To say the least, therefore, it vvas 
Igainst ali principles of political rectitude that he repudiated and ) 
dissociated himself from the Lahore Resolution on the floor of the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly vvhile remaining a menıber of the League 
and its Working Committee. Sir Sikandar’s speech not only tended 
to create confusion in Müslim minds but also gave comfort to the 
Congress and other opponents of Muslini freedonı. No vvonder it 
has been reproduced vvith appreciative remarks in extenso by Mr. V. 

P. Menon in his book “The Transfer of Povver in İndia’’. 


The Qaid gave a long rope to Sir Sikandar. The patieııce he 
shovved paid dividends. Muslini public opinion in tlıe Punjab svvunfi 
strongly in favour of the Muslini League and, in spite of 
indifference on the part of Sir Sikandar and his associates, the 
League began to gain strength in the province. By November 
the Punjab Muslini League had developed to such an extent th »]; 1 
vvas able to hold a Provincial Confereııce at Lyallpur on Noven^, 
ı 8 vvhich vvas attended and addressed by Qaid-e-Azam hi ^ 1 
ir Sikandar Hayat Khan, too, noting the trend of public opin>° ’ 

V.P. Menon: The Transfer 0 J Pcnver in İndia. 
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t- ı Un «iven me enough to 1 i ve comfortablv 
f *r„ ar, M man. (/«I has gıvm me 6 , - 

f |. 4 „. vVh shoulrl I tu m my blood ınto vvater, run about and 

ra. ■■ nnth tro'uble? Not for the capitalists but for you, the poor 


Qaid-e-Azam : Talk to Muslini League 
vvorkers at the vvriter’s home Calcutta, 
March i, 1946. 
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it the Confcrence and made a speech. Before this, 

shoWCa b een careful to avoid League meetings inside his province. 

}ıe had 

Sir Srafford Cripps’ Mission, behind the League President’s 
^ ma king things difficult and yet, in the larger interests 
back, jvluslims of the sub-continent, Mr. Jinnah did not consider 
of t - lC l Ll him up, for if he did the cıack \vhich cxisted between 
jt vvise bogus Müslim Leaguers would have been exposed and, 

theg en J u]t t j ıe bargaining povver of the League would have been 
aS 3 -İ -ably aflfected thereby hurting the cause of i oo million Muslims. 
conS1 s e [‘ c ritical time for us ali. Had we exhibited a crack in our 
frontwhile the Cripps’ Mission was stili in India, the Muslim case 
ıvould have suffered beyond repair. 


It is true Sir Sikandar did not openly flout any express decision 
0 f the Muslim League, for he knew the consequences. On the 
auestion of membership of the Defence Council nominated by the 
Viceroy in July 1941, he bowed to the decision of the Muslim League 
and resigned from the Council. There was no alternative before him, 
for the Viceroy’s message to the Qaid-e-Azam, conveyed through 
the Governor of Bombay, had made it cleaı* that the Muslim Provincial 
Premiers had been included in the Defence Council as representatives 
of ‘the great Muslim community’ and this position he could not 
accept without the permission of the League. The other alternative 
of leaving the League and adhering to the Defence Council would 
have earned him the strongest disapproval and condemnatıon of the 
entire Muslim nation, vvhich even for him was too dreadful a pıospect. 

I remember telling Mr. Jinnah at the time that if I were in his 
shoes, I would remove Sikandar Hayat Khan from the League High 
Command and teli the Muslims of the sub-continent why l resorted 
to this step. I equally remember his reply. He said, No. 
must not be emotional. Such action may do our people harm at 
this delicate time. We must vvait, but he will not be wheıe he is 
today in the Muslim League when the next Working Committee s 
membership is announced ”, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan s name was 
dro Pped from the Working Committee announced by the Qaid- 
^•Azam in July 1942. In his place was nominated Mian Bashir 
lr nad of Lahore \vho throııghout proved a loyal and helpful colleague. 

a Q a id one day, when we were alone in his green stııdy at 10, 

"Fa/^L^ ^ oa( ^» New Delhi, avvaiting cali for luncheon, told me, 
Leap U anc ^ ^^handar Hayat are a menace not only to the Muslim 
ut to the Muslim nation. Each time the dish is cooked and 
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, r-A tn the Müslim natıon, tney knock Jt <J 0w 

S a 0 nd ruTn much labour and planning vvhich ha, göne i nto 


it» 




preparation 

. „ f KThan Tiwana, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan’s succe SSOl . 

Sir Khizr Hayat Khan T.w ^ though he lacked the 

was a true dıscıp h P d some 0 f his staunch lieut ena 

of the latter. Sn KhnrMy the pa ttem set by Sir Sikan, ia 

acted strıctly ın accor,la b|esome to the rest of the Musli ms of 

The Tıvvana group w Conference of i 94 f and the Britûf, 

Ind ia at the tıme of he S.mla , 9+6 . They ^ 

Cabınet Mıssıons the S ardarjees and the Banias, and 

ahov^all from the British Govemor of the Vlcero > r * ^ Ut ,n s Pİte 
oî ali the strength vvhich he had at his back, the onrush of the 
Müslim force vfas too much for Khizr Hayat to face and he had ,o g0 

under. 

Malik Khizr Hayat Khan on succeeding Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 
as Premier of the Punjab gave an undertaking at a meetıng of the 
All-India Muslini League Council at Delhi ın March 1943 that he 
vvould reorganise the Müslim League Party in the Punjab Assembly 
and put fresh life into it. He was taken at his vvord and more than 
a vear was given to him to make good his promise. But nothing 
happened and it vvas brought to Qaid-e-Azam’s notice that the Müslim 
League vvas being exploited as a mere appendage of the Umonıst 
Party and Müslim interests vvere being ignored. He vvent to the 
Punjab in March 1944 and had prolonged discussions vvith Malik Khizr 
Hayat Khan, other Müslim League leaders and the Sikh and Hindu 
Ministers of the Unionist Cabinet. The Qaid explained that the 
name Jinnah-Sikandar Pact was a misnomer, for it vvas only a document 
dravvn up by Sir Sikandar Hayat who vvanted to give it the fullest 
publicity so that the vvorld might knovv that the Punjab vvas behind 
the Müslim League. He said: “The question that has been brought 
to my notice is vvhether the members ol the Müslim League Part,' 
in the Punjab Assembly ovve their allegiance to the defunct Unionist 
Party’s creed, policy and programme and can remain in the Muslınj 
League Party. There cannot be any divided loyalty”. He State 
further: “The so-called Pact clearly lays dovvn that vve may continU e 
the present coalition or enter into any other coalition before 
after the election. The present coalition is merely at vvill a n / 
lormed for specific purposes. The question of the label or the n apl 
ol the party, namely the Unionist Party, arises because it is calcu»^ 
o mis ead the public and has been, in fact, utilised and it is °P eI1 ' 
claımed because of its label that the members of the Muslini 


Scanned by CamScanner 










Partv are Unionists first and Muslini Leaguers next and are bound bv 
Ve creed, policy and programme ot the so-called Unionist Party / t 
*f llows that if this position ıs accepted the Muslini League Party i n 
he Assembly is a inere creature of the Unionists; and further it j s 
i siste d that, if we take steps to clarify this matter and put our Muslini 
League Party in the Assembly on a clean basis, then Sir Chhoturanı 
®| d have nothiııg to do with the Muslini League Party at ali, and 
' are tlıreatened that it mııst lead to the dissohıtion and break of the 

we<U . > > 3 

present coalıtıon. 


Qaid-e-Azam then called upon Malik Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana 
to define his attitude and that of his Cabinet colleagues to thefollowing 
three proposals: (i) that every member of the Müslim League Party in 
the Punjab Assembly should declare that he owes his allegiance solely 
to the Müslim League Party in the Assembly and not to the Unionist 
Partv or any other Party; (2) that the present label of the coalition 
should be dropped, namely the “Unionist Party”; and (3) that the 
name 01 the proposed coalition should be the Müslim League Coalition 
Party. For days on end, Malik Khizr Hayat kept on avoiding to 
dve a clear and categorical answer to the proposals placed before 
him. Finally, on April 27, i 9 44 , the Qaid-e-Azam wrote two 
letters to Khizr Hayat Khan asking him to give his pronused reply 
with repard to the proposals. The second letter was sent through 
the Nawab of Mamdot and Mian Mümtaz Daultana but Khizr Hayat 
Khan Tivvana refused even to acknowledge receipt, to sa> not g 
of replying. The course adopted by Khizr Hayat Khan was m 
Qaid-e-Azam’s words, “unprecedented and unheard of m thehıstory 
of any political party in any country”. He asserted that itwas Khız ■' 
duty as a member of the League to conıe to this sess.on (P j 
Müslim League Conference at Sialkot) and exp aiıı ıs posı lon ' , , 
Hayat was thus guilty of gross breach of party ıscıpıne, , 

Committee of Action, atter giving him due opportun.ty to detend 
himself, expelled him from the Muslini League. 

Khizr Hayat acted merely as a protege of the ^ rit1 ^ a ^[ tion> for 
°f the Hindus and Sikhs and turned his bac on ıs o ^ League 
ıvhich he had to pay dearly. His expulsion rom 1 , jvluslims 

signalled a great upsurge of national consciousness anı £ to gether 
'vhich in less than three years swept avvay t e n ^ ^ 0 | ( j an d 
ıvith their British, Hindu and Sikh patrons. e 3 r jti S h migh 1 
ar-sighted leadership proved nıore than a nıatc 1 

Jiunil-ud-Din Ahmed: Speccbes and Writings of Mr. Jlnnah . 
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qaid-e-azam as i KNEW HIM 


and Hindu machinations. Atter Khizı Hayat s exit from the 
League the position became clear and political forces crystallis e j 
the Punjab. The Muslini League went from strength to strength , 
in March 1947 it was able to rid the province altogether of the U n i 0 ^'[ 
incubus. 

Tivvana’s party faced and challenged the Müslim League and <\\ { \ 

its utmost to break the strength and spirit of the Müslim League 

leadership in the province. League stalvvarts like the Navvab of 

Mamdot, Malik Firoz Khan Noon, Mian Bashir Ahmed, Begüm 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mümtaz Daultana, Mian Iftikharuddin, Sardar 

Shaukat Hayat and others gave them battle until the League achieved 

success and brought down Sir Khizr Hayat Tivvana and his supporters, 

His Hindu and Sikh accomplices fled the country and his Müslim 

supporters had to go into political wilderness vvithin the country 

itself. For this disloyalty to the Muslims, the Qaid did not forgive 

Ti w ana, although many may have forgotten and forgiven after 

humbling their adversary. To the Qaid, it was not opposition to 

hım vvhich hurt so much as opposition to the will and interest of 
the Müslim nation. 
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VI 


CRIPPS MISSION AND AFTER 


F prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mr. Winston 
T H ch urchilI, declared in Parliament that in fulfilment of his 
mise in Parliament in August, 1940, he was sending Sir Stafford 
P r ° one 0 f the ablest men in Britain, to India to vvork out a 

formula acceptable to the British, the Hindus and the Muslıms. 

Sir Stafford arrived on March 23, i 94 2 > an< ^» vvithout loss of 
time, issued a Declaration on behalf of His Majesty s Government. 

In his very first intervievv with Mr. Jinnah, Sir Stafford Cripps 
declared: 

“I have chan^ed my opinion i a the last eighteen months, particularl) 
during the last six°months. I do not hold my old vievvs. The Cabınet of 
Britain too vvhoJly hold my view. We appreciate the Müslim case. I 
give you the assurance that I recognise that so far as the Mussalmans are 
concemed, I recognise no body and no party among them other than the 
League and its President. Many persons and organısatıons have pressed 
me to recognise them and 1 have point-blank t efused . 

It is obvious that, if Sir Stafford Cripps had not made the above 
statement to Mr. Jinnah, the Müslim League’s negotiations with him 
could not have proceeded, for it was our fundamental clairn that the 
Müslim League was the sole and authoritative political body of the 
Muslim6 of India. 

The gist of this Declaration boiled down to: (a) the setting up 
of a National Government at the Centre and (b) the creatiorl and 
establishment of machinery to undertake the responsibility of framing 
a constitution for the proposed Indian Union with the proviso that 
* n the event a province did not accept the franıed constitution, it 
w °uld enjoy the right to stand out and such a province or provinces, 
as the case may be, would have the right to form its own or their 
° Wn separate Union. 



Scanned by CamScanner 



58 


riord ran < nto diflıcultîes. Notvviıi, 
The Mission of Su' =’» ^ Cong rcss antl the Lcaguci to acc,^ 

standing hU great eftorts ‘ 8 from London m h» «»e, |, t 

the proposals he had were( as usual, occhuge. of cop* 

failed. Dttring Apn>. ’. Stal Torcl and the laden of lh , 
pondence and v.s.ts M [ndia But they were of ava«. 

iwo main pohtıcal Committee presıded över by Ml . 

The Müslim Leagae WorK'g gjye |ts reasons w itho w 

^bÎuitTtrTht'.jlction of the proposals. 

, . , Wnr kine Committee stated as under: 

The Resolutıon ol the W fc 

, «j^tisfied by such a Declaration on a 
“ ... .The Muslims cannot e» ^ dcmand a clcar and precise 

vita) question affecting then fu att empt to so)ve the future problem 

pronouncement on the subjec . j issue is to court disaster. 

of India by the process of evadmg the 

, j.„.„ lv\« been laid down as to hovv 

In the draft proposa s no P^f jne j in f av0 ur of or against accession 

the verdlct ot the Provınce ıs o !IK [ f r0 m the Secretary 

to the one Union, but m the le" er “ J ent of thc All-lndia Muslin, 
of Si. Stafford Ctipps addr ; « ed to*Pres d ^ 

League, it is stated ha, a Jmvmce sho ^ ^ Assembly 0 „ . 

not to stand ou nLoritv for accession to the Union ıs less 

than öo^er^cent^he ıiıinority wi)l have the right to demand a pjeb^te of 
the adulfnıale population.’ In tbis connexion ıt must be emphasısed 
in the Provinces where the Muslims are in a majorıty, as m the case of 
the majör Provinces of Bengal and Punjab, they are ın a mınonty m the 
Legislative Assembly, and in the Assemblies of Sind and the North-West 
Frontier Province the total number (namely 60 and ço respectıvely) ıs so 
small and the vveightage given to the non-Muslims so heavy that ıt can be 
easily manipulated, and a decision under such circumstances cannot be 
true criterion of ascertaining the real opinion of the Muslims of those 
Provinces. 


As regards the suggested plebiscite in the Provinces in vvhich ue 
Muslims are in a minority, in the event of the requisite majority not being 
available in the Legislative Assembly, the procedure laid down is t a 
reference shall be made to the vvhole adult population of the Provinces 
and not to the Muslims alone, vvhich is to deny them the inherent right to 
.self-determination. 

With regard to the Indian States, it is the considered opinion ot tl 
Committee that it is a matter for them to decide vvhether to join °r n 
to join or form a Union. 

rk regaıd to the treaties to be negotiated betvveen the Ci‘0' vr) 

He Indian Union or Unions, the proposals do not indicate as to what ^ 
case of dlsa greement in the terms betvveen the contracting P 3İ tl ’ 


nor is there 


any pıovision made as to vvhat vvould be the proceduıe 


wh en 
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cripps mission and aftkr 

there is s difTereılce ol'opinion in nogotlatlnga rtvhl.m oflroslv w . 

„„h ıhe Indian Slatcs in the nov slmaUun. "«?««««.M, 

With regard to , 1 u- inlerim nrrangcmom ılıore is no definHc 
except the baıe jiatemeni dut llıs Mujosty’s Government «leşin- and i! lv lt(- 
the effective and immediate partlcipation of the leaders of the erincimi 
seetions of the Indian people in the counsels ofthelp country, of the Common 
wealth and of the United Nations. The Commlttee are thereforo uıu bk- 
to express their opinion ııntil a complete picture is available. Aıtother 
reason why the Committee are unable to cxprew their opinion on the 
interim arrangements for partlcipation in the counsels of ıhe country is 
Sir Stafford Cripps has nüde it dear dut the sehemo gocs through .ıs a wholc 
or is rejected as a whole, and tlıat it would not be possible to retain only 
the part relating to tlıe immediate arrangements at tlıe Cemre and discard 
the rest of the dr.ıft schenıe; and as the Commlttee has comc to the conclusion 
that the proposals for tlıe futun are uoacceptablc, it will serve no useful 
purpose to deal furthei with the question ol the immediate arrangements,” 
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The Congress for its own reasons rejected the proposal on 
April ıı, 1942, and Sir Stafford Cripps who had arrived in India 
ful 1 of confidence and hope returned empty-handed. Thinking 
that Sir Stafford Cripps, being a leadeı* of the British Labour Party 
knoıvn for his pro-Congress sympathies, would go to any cxtent to 
accommodate their ıvishes, tlıey went on higgling and bargaining 
över the issıte of formation of a provisional government. The 
Congress thought that the British weı*e in a tight corner oıving to the 
war situation and so tlıey coııld be forced to concede to the Congress 
demand not only for the complete Indianisation ol the Viceroy s 
Executive Council but also its being made responsible to the Central 
Assembly dominated by a 7S % Hindu majority which would have 
meant the establishment of Hindu Raj under the guise ot interim 
arrangements. It would also have involved a radical amendment 
of the exı'sting constitution to the advantage of the Hindu majority 
and the serious detriment of Muslini iııterests. The Congress oyer- 
played their hand and their demand was rejected. Even Sır Stafford 
Cripps, on leaving India after his unsuccessful Mission, had to remark, 
“The Congress wanted ali or nothing and tlıey have got ııotlung. 


The real mind of the Hindu leaders was revealed by Mr. Ca 
r ho called the Cripps proposal ‘a post-dated cheque on a ^ 6 
ank’. This clearly meant that the Congress consıdered a J> 
ictory över the British to be imminent; hence tıcy " e ute 
ı accept the British offeı* for it involved responsi ı it) o st00t j 

ıe war effort. They thought that their dreanı o ın out 

etter chances of realisation when the British ha CLn P t j ıenl t0 
f India by the Japanese. It was this calculation " 1K schenıe 

dopt the ‘Quit India’ resolution in August, i 94 2 - 11 
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Q tf» 


•E'A 


ğji 


. r1 t here was no place f 0r % 

, ı in ırunn» u 
J^aci * f-^/-ırltV- 


* , C ong reSS minority- 

»f thingS *«pt that ° f * '" SS ' ençland » "*“• and ’. 

Mus |,nıs ' turned to | not really vvısh to sl^ 

sir Stafford CripP 5 The BrU.sh J unCture and therefore thç 

s ‘ e a happy f" s at that crıtı® 1 (hem as a rel.ef. [„ ^ 

t0 „,ver «i* the . ]n 'l must have çorn th 0 f the Congress ^ 

g lur e of W M '“" h had assessed th - ^ Con gress resort to arı 

naeantime, the V * * jhowdo wn ^ In those d.fficult day s , 

«ere prepa' ed d jd four mond vve re put to a sever,, 

agitation, J h ’ s qualıtıes d this m arked the begınni n 

»—tiî- s ö «•“ ” -t ta ••• 

test but ne Lea gıte and asceı J . not to accede to the 

^irTheChme also the official document from t he Briti sh 

tadianUniontvasmentıoned m ^ ^ ^ unlty of Indıa vvas not 

Government. This tn“ n nıar ked a great advance ın the thınking 

sacrosanct; undoubtedly th Qn vvere thus laıd—though 

of VVhitehalI. The foundat.ons 
vaguely. 


place implicıt trust ın mm. mis ı^ıt»» g — 
the Muslims. We were passing through critical tımes owıng to 
\Var and constant changes in the political situation. "\vhicb called tor 
immediate action by the President. At the Allalıabad Session of the 
Müslim League in April 1942, the following resolution, moved by 

me and supported by my friend Maniana Jamal Mian, was unanimouslv 
adopted: 

take cvery 0 »^ ^ ^ re ^ ent authorised till the next session to 

ÎSrt" J 8 r> COnSidcr nec “ s « r y i" furtherance of, 

consistent with the princjolcs° V* Mu!,lm Teague, provided that they are 

«pressly passed by the sessiore of th!^İT ° r a " y reS0İUtİ01 ' 

Ot the AU-Indıa Müslim League.” 

1 have ıııentioned tknp rv 

uncanny foresight and p 0Wer U p ^ reat * ea der was gifted with a n 
b e h, ch helped him not onlv in P a " tlci P ati t>n- It was this blessing 

'vi^ih S °' e * eader °f the Mı''!- ^ P r °f es sion but also when h* 
" '" UStrate ^is point the MusI '^ of India. An interesting evea' 

h a ad ' 94 ^, to considertht 

t,le member* Udderx arrest and incarceratı° l 


1 tu 

3er s of 'Ih Cn arrest an d incarcerat 

he Inc Iian National Cong 1 
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Committee, following theır decision to launch the ‘Quit 
y/ork'Og venıen t. The arrests \vere made a few days before the 
India 1110 t j ıe \Vorking Committee of the Müslim League. Soon 
nieeting ° estSj propaganda was set afoot by the highest Congress 
a tter the ‘ rters that this was an opportune moment for the Müslim 
and kh n u ^ j ıan ds witlı the Congress to gain independence for the 

j an atmosphere of assurance by the prominent Congressites 

pjjndus who vvere out of jail, that the Indian Congress meant to 
r^air and honest vvith the Muslims and to give them the type of 
independence vvhich they were seeking, the Müslim League Working 
Committee met. Some prominent members held the firm vievv 
that this was the opportunity for us to join hands \vith the Congress, 
that is if vve wanted to wrench freedom from the unwilling hands of 
the British. I was among them. 

I reached Bombay on the eve of the Working Committee meeting 
scheduled for August 16, 1942, and remember my interview with 
the Qaid-e-Azam in which two of my close friends, the Raja Saheb 
of Mahmudabad and Jamal Mian, the former being my colleague on 
the Working Committee as well, participated. We expressed our 
views freely ard frankly that in view of the atmosphere prevailing in 
the country, vve slıould not let slip the opportunity lor gaining 
freedom from the British both for Hindus and Muslims. 

It did not take long for us to realise that Mr. Jinnah did not 
agree vvith our vievv and in his usual cool and dispassionate fashion 
was sponsoring the idea that the interests of the Müslim nation called 
for a policy of avoiding both the British and the Congress traps. 

He vvas in favour of a cautious and neutral position of not flirting 
"ith either and at the same time utilising the opportunity to infuse 
drive and teeth into the Müslim League organisation vvhich vvas stili 
ra ther vveak on its legs. 

I rern ember the scene at the meeting of the Working Committee 
q !*?h was held the next evening in the spacious verandah of 
Hül "r"^. Zam * s beautiful residence on Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar 
fini İ ^e sea - Belore a prominent member from Bengal ha 

Co le s P eec ^ support of our vievvs, he collapsed in his seat a 
form^f I* nna ^ ,s reasoning vvhich vvas passed on to him in the 

s U i t ° f ,nter y u ptions from the chair. Some other gentlemen follovved 
e " vv dh speeches and others in solemn silence. A prominent 
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scssıon, w«\s 
^ 's viewpoluı 
' e 1 rt ft'ıTesotutlon which p ut 
^ 1 ' ıh.ıt the Müslim 


' chıudhri °Q^’> 

:rshlred ourvie- ^. reso.ution 

" ithin h ed J the ve«m^;rto his cal j!^' u °ît is’)ı at this »tagc b m 
? n nv r ,rd the opi«i° n -. ^ h „ t |e »g» insl nge r. Bcfore the rcsulu- 
f°' nıC should not I° ,n - i ffetting stl ? to abstain buı 

«et Wy in ° r £ 


I 


:, P • the battie •«£ ge r. »eı 

I »ot jotn , getting stl agre ed to abstain but 

; et busy in organising J'^ e ^ned th '.^ ,h.ft if things did not 
fion «« put to "><*.. > wit h Mr- V jdeut had forecast, they 
on the Clear tmd<* „ j„rhs as the P ^ |e#ye the Comm.ttee. 
ıvork out «ıthın t and re gret, ha , eb Q p Mahmudabad and 
ıvould, vvith much p Khan , the R»J» !, abstain when the 
Thev «ere Natvab hn» of sind 'tdusccl reso | u t ion . 

I. «ne mentbet ^ M w ) H e cast h» ^^ * 

resolution «as pu s |, 0 ok him fr° m 

N ° “ m ° Unt ° P erse d but the Raja and I delayed 

The vvorking Contnuttee d.sp - d During this period «e 
our departure from Bombay lor' threadbare wıthout 

met Mr Jinnah often and d.scusse^^ ^ Working Committee 
being convinced that tıe s P bu( . b e persisted in his eflort to 
on his advice «as the r.ght o , P tQİd Nawa b İsmail 

convince us. He repeatedly toW us as ^ ^ ^ , do not 

^^îam^^lf-ign from the Presidentship ol 
the Müslim League”. 

It «as on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Âzam was in his study. He produced tvvo articles, one 
ritten bv Mr. Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement by 
■’andit Nehru which appeared in the Bombcty Lhronicle of the sanıe 
wday—both writtenafevv days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
J Committee. 2 These trvvo articles proved that ali the inspired talk 
which filled the air with the blessings of the Congress leaders outside 
prihon and influential big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and was 

M tro M rap t °-ı thr0W ‘, he MuSİİm Lea § ue off balan ce to involve U 
.n_ttoublestm.br to the Congress’s, which, due to the arrest and 


rf Mr- Gandhi’s and Pandit tfÛ 
k ' ndu, t Au 8us. », and of ,L ,0 sec ure copies of the Harj/a» » 

*Se e N ot 00 mb W Chronicle A.,nî.,c^ ,, ,»ıî. 


te on 


P *ge 64 


s eHort, to secure copies of the HariJ a 
ay Chr °nide dated August 23, 194*- 




I am adding a note at the end n f tk' . «İV 

occasicm when Chaudhri Saheb chano rl' S u° apter to s how that this vvas not the 0 / 
Qa.d-e.Azam, chan ged his mind and vvhat vvas his attitude to>v^ s 
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qAID 


„ a<; I 

,. e .azaM * s 




*•— f m the United Provinces, 

2 •«aman 1 , ,ro „_ nt of the session, wa s 

Chaudhri Kl* al,qU corn mencen Q ai d’s viewpoi nt 

T'hired our vie« befor con verted *^f ut|on which 

" t- an hour or s ° ‘ °/ a irs to that the Muslin, 

rushed to the ve^ P ^ his earhe #t this stage but 

fonvard the opmton. he ba ttle »g»» 5 * ger . Before the resolu- 

, , a mje should not . J : tse lf and gettmg Ş agr eed to abstaın but 

g L eX> in org-i-g;-f renıa fned if things did not 

tionwasputto'o - with Mr ' p re5 ident had forecast, they 

on the clear un*. m onths as the 1 ^ |eave the Committee. 

«ork out wıthm and re gret, h Q f Mahmudabad and 

\vould, lt m^ h 1 İsmail Khan, the FUj a S f *! d t o abstain when the 
They «ere Na'vab Isn» of S ind « fu *“ in!t the resolution. 

I One member, G. M ) h is vot e agaıns 

resolution «as puj^ Jk hin, f-m his resolve. 

No amount of p erSU - , . 

. rüsoersed but the Raja and I delayed 
The Working Committee During this perıod, we 

our departure fronı Bombay resolution threadbare wıthout 

met Mr. Jinnah often and ıscu t ^ e Working Committee 

being convinced that the s ep ” persisted in his effort to 

on his advice «as the nght on , but he p Nawab ^ 

r-rair «3 *« ■ * - 

p“" ; ,hİ".,„ right 1 shill myself «fe. ta >l lt Fr.,lta.»h,p .1 
the Muslim League”. 

It was on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Azam vvas in his study. He produced t\vo articles, one 
vvritten by Mr. Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement by 
Pandit Nehru which appeared in the Bombdy Lhronicle of the sanıe 
day—both written a fevv days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
Committee. 2 These two articles proved that ali the inspired talk 
v'hich filled the air vvith the blessings of the Congress leaders outside 
prıson and mfluentıal big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and was 

İ„ C t'onbuT 10 | thr0W t 6 Muslim Ua § ue off balance an <l to involve « 

trouble s.m.lar to the Congress’sf vvhich, due to the arrest and 


^ 21 2l t ti» i _ 

OİM 1 ™»" 1 "" Cl “*i s'ahlb chL , !|j\ Chi “ p,cr J t0 sho « that this was not the 
Qai(i-e-Azam. C "" 6cd •>« mmd and what was his attitude tow** 

SSf55? ifîS CT a V or lfc - tSandhi’s and P,mdi. 

Jm6 A “e“' », and „f L ‘? secure coplea of the H*ri » * 

* S « No,e on P , ^ Ch "‘"“ 1 ' d «ed Aupn, a j, t »41- 
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With members of the Working Committec at Bombay—Augııst, ı 942 





“We are a nation with our own distinctıve culture and civılısation, 
language and literatüre, art and architecture names and nomenclature, 
sense of value and proportion, legal laws and moral codes, custonıs and 
calendar, history and traditions, aptitudes and ambitions, in short, vve 
havc our ovvıı distinctive outlook on lile and of life. Bv ali canons 
ol International law we are a nation . 

Qaid-e-Azam: lntervie\v to repre- 
sentative of Associated Press of Am¬ 
erica, July i, 1942. 
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f İts top leaders, had become a ship that had lost its 
caught in a storrn in nıid-ocean. 

j-ıjcld'-t 

. | s howed clearly that the Hindu or Congress attitude 
Th e art,C M ^ lS { ims had not undergone any change and Muslims, 
v j S -a-vis t,ıe were to remain a mere minority and enjoy such 

jn tlıeit ^'Hjj^e’conceded to rainorities in an all-India “democracy”. 
r ights as ^ pumped into our ears by the second string of the 

Ali that wh *f. c j l was n ot jailed, was false. Furthermore, they were 
w ho could actually deliver the goods for they lacked 

. t erview converted us to the view of our great leader. 
,r ,S Hcfied and assured him that, on our return to our respective 
We we would spare no effort to prove to those who thought 

provmces, ^ arr ived to attend the meeting of the Working 
[ thev were wron£ as we were and that the decision 

cÜ sure, was the decision of the Qaid-e-Azam, was the r.ght one. 

It did not take long to get enough proof from happenıngs 
ı us that the decision taken under the sole guıdance of our 
TTr was the correct one. Had he not pleaded with the Workıng 
fnmmittee to ignore the craftv approaches of the Congress an 
other Hindu leaders and utilise the opportunity afforded to organıse 
and build the Müslim League, the Müslim nation would have suffered 
a setback from which it would not have recovered m time to deman 
and obtain its freedom. The decision kept e ıg 
and other Müslim League leaders out of jaıl and enable y 

to gain the strength which it did betvveen t en an 19 
emerge as the sole unquestioned and authoritat.ve representatıve 
political party of the Müslim nation of the sııb-contınent. 

It is a well-known fact that with the incarceration of the 1 
of Congress, the Party itself suffered a severe setback an «as e 
ralised to such an extent that its activities were badly a ecte . 
happened to an old, active, well-organised and powerfu orgamsa 
°ne can well imagine our fate had we joined hands vvith the 
and Weı *e given the same treatment by the rulers of n ıa a 

accorded to it. 


NOTE I 


ftothiw en 0n,e reac * s Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman’s “Pathway to ’ zzama n was 

S our land and abroad is led to the conclusion that Mr. 1 

-• - , . . • ---t'.' 
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qA1L>' c " 

, f ,er of statements Z^Zt^K 

the sole rCSp0nSİble lHe FaCtİCal 

and nff^ ^ . ( 

f Pakistan. , aS Mr. Khalıquzzaman since 

l0 lıtıcal • *«.-„ r»f the All-India Musl 


been in the same P^tg'CommMc'e öf .he All-India Muslini’ 
Havıng been a<nıe on the ^orkıng me mory oi my hero, Moham 




ılleague on uıc ” ^To the memory of my hero, Moha,^ 

® ’ • - «ı-ave ınjus Khaliouzzaman has ar»*/ 


if > -yrS-s nai.es a«ay. 


to t ne men—;.,-» », OAarn 

State that Mr. Khalic^zanaan has lrr 

There should be no mıstake ab q 


'Oy, 


f 0 U h Sf â role from « 

.his- state, and my colleagueş on the Worf*. 

Without fear of eonmd'Ct "", ^ , he most stable and pers.stent p Wi0( 

- üttee who are stili alıve w.l con ^ his viesvs «ere clear cut and »i„ 

who*had a clear vision «as Mr ' f cases vvas inclined to sai in two b osts „ 

Mr. Khaliquzranıan in a large num' a , ways ,he Qaid-e-Azam s v,e«s prevaüej 

the same time. Who “" “Ij in Council meetings, not because t ey came fro m 
in the Working Commıttee ana m Khaliquzzaman was at the most o nt 

him but because they were w.se an * f in t he machinery of the Muslin, 

of the larger cogs bat certamly n P it was the Working Committee, 

League. While he talked at e g- ^ dra f ters Q f resolutions m accordanct 

Council or public and whıle ıe w ja j pr ivileges. He did not enjoy the 

„ith the direedve g.iven, he .enjoy^ Nawab P Ismai l Khan of Meenıt and the Raja Saheb 
confidence of the Qaıd eA , lm j from the same province as Chaudhri 

tr TKeuntr ^ 

frtm 'svh'h a"mber of «he Müslim able political leaders and «orkers fcjrf 
into the mainstreanı of the political life of Müslim India 1 often heardtheOn^. 
Azam praise Nawab İsmail Khan for his moral integrity, although he saıd that the Na 
was obstinate and difficult at times and that if he erred in his view, he dıd so genumey. 
But, in ali my years of reasonably elose association with the Qaid, I never hear one 
such remark passed about the author of “Pathway to Pakistan 


Mr. Khaliquzzanıan has been saying that he never called Mohammed Ali JtnB ı 
Qaid-e-Azam. I must, to keep the record straight, give him the benefit of doubt J 
accepting that due to his advancing years his memory no longer serves him as it * 
when he vvasyounger. Unless millions, and 1 vvas one of them, were stone deaf, th«y 
must have heard hım address with pride our great leader as Qaid-e-Azam. 


Azam; gİVe bel ° W thC tCXt ° f tW ° letters written by Mr. Khaliquzzaman to 


Oaid-c- 


L ü C K N 0 W: 
Dated 23 rd July 19 ^* 

*>«ar Qaid-e-Azan, 

re act a ^ ^ WlU ° h th ® Mu 8 He public h»® 

re-acted to the po i lcv 

°Ptecl by you Qnd undcJ* 
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truiy 


* CR.PPS MISS.ON AND AFTER 

your leaderehip by the Worki» g Com mlt t e » İB 
Bft rvellou8. On my return w e hela . 

Public nıeetlne 

which was attended by thousands of m„ , « 

wu9iima 0 f ali 

ehades of oplnion. Tho enthusias» wlth whlch ^ 

MUAİI. attltude at the Simla Conference waa accLl.ed 
wa8 an ey opener not only to »e but »o Sir Nazi» 
üddin also, who «ddressed the »eeting durlng hİ8 
etay for a coupie of day İn Lucknon. y 0 u hava 0nC8 
again aaved the communlty frora a serioue pit-falı 
and steered the ship of Muell» polltics'^through 
rough and stormy weather to a saf e anchorage. Yonr 
grin determination and örer pousrlng sagacity alone 
saved tho situation. When î recall our doubtful 
attitudo and your unfaltoring reeolve, the contraat 
becoraes so palpabiy clear that one has to adnlre 
your capaclty for leadershlp. 

I net His Excellency the Gorernor of Ü.P. 
on the 2ist and Irapressed upon him the necessity 
of holding elections to Central and Provlncial 
Legislatures at an early date. He has after a long 
discusslon again asked rae to see hin for further 
discussion before 31st July 19^5 "hen & e ls t0 leave 
* or the Governor’s Conference. I shall let you know 


th© 


r *sult of my talk later on. 


^ith best regards to self and Miss jinnah. 

Yours sıote re ^y» 
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KhyaUganj 

Lucknow, ajrd Scptember, ,«, 4s 




Yours sincerely, 

khauquzzaman. 

ır «r» lnıt in the public interest, incorrect statemem» 
I,pamsmetoexpre SS my s e lfsobut m,_P f , İK . spurious m 

should no, W lef, unchn.lenged ». »^ to ^ to „ , nd ,o posterity. 1 »* 
off as the genuine and »t would be a dilemce ıo j r 

There are o,her naatten in his book on which any of his colleagues of the AD-hrfl, 
Müslim League Working Committee could jom ıssue wıth hım. shall deal with 
one of his statements to establish this point. 

Writing about the Lahore Resolution of 1940 in \vhich the Muslini League, f or 
the first time, demanded a separate homeland, he avers that he did not know \vho 
«■as responsible, in his absence, for including the fatal \vords subject to territorial 
adjustments” which inclusion ıvas, seven years later, responsible for the partition of 
Bengal and Punjab. First, it is morally improper for one to eriticise a decision of his 
colleagues and yet remain member of the Working Committee. It is a poor excuse 
to say that he ıvas not present at the drafting stage and that, had he been present. 
he \vould not have permitted the inclusion of thest ıvords in the Resolution. If he 
felt strongly about it, why did he second the Resolution, proposed by Mr. A. K. 
Fazlıd Haq, in a strongly ıvorded and emotional speech at the öpen session and vhv 
did he not seek the deletion of these ıvords ıvhen the Resolution \vas being debated in 
the Subject s Committee in his presence? Again, if he thought that the words spelt 

l ° f ,n<,U ' dİd he not avaiî of the earliest 

M h^Si e .t?),/ ™X"“ aCCep ' e J ‘ 1 a " d ' he R « nluti °o accordingly ameldi 

coiLt 0 jd w r d ,r succe ■ ,or going against the Q aid •*» 

*" »ould haae been l.lce attetnpting break a stee , ^^ ^ heJ j, 

ra the secre, meetingTof thlf Workîl'p 0 C,laud,lri Siheb riis ed (his point eve» 

the Council or annual tneetings of delfgMer™™?’ i®"* ‘ 1 °^ the T" sessions of 
ıvorking against his convietions If ^ r 1İS s ‘ lows that he was, if he is right, 
thought. no , t e mat ter can only be treated as an after- 

^ 

boolt r a ,k,y V u p atin ™ ° h *° r * e J a!! ' er ' io [ >s "»«te by Chaudhri Khalinuzzıman in his 

ıs referred ,o Appendix ‘E’. 

hecently, met „ .. . N ° TE 11 

^ptlded^by" Abd 7 Ma ■har^e r ,e H e CO h 1 d gUe *** Wh ° “‘t k 

and H ^ 4 S S Kh«, ,wo n öf n our 0 coV 

ringan !^k ,ha, * L™*' '°M our Leader, “Sir, I stili hotJ 

,^ 0n was passed witho V ° r ı ;ln8 corîlm htee i ".l create a misunderstanding 

Tl " nk You t r :d r*«• ” The Oa'id ac rİ ] e T ou d eclare that S» ^ 

tealise in three monthe lT^ ‘ he "‘‘hdratval «vith lhe'<. 

monthi 'Ha, 1 ar» right mi you are „•«,»? 
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let THERE be “DAWN>> 

A S the Müslim League movenıent gained 

™ for a national daily newspaper in Enulkl. mentum > nccd 
The Hindu press had not left any gun i n f ts mcrea . sin g>y felt. 

Muslims. It was the Qaid’s burning desire r hV' y Un , firecl at the 
in India should have at least one first class English daiîTto t ^'-T 
Dawn whıch was a Muslini League vveeklv^in P ı K bc g m wıt h- 
r „,v ı„„ g „ ı p : 

w» converted Into , d.lly „,) |„U„1 1 ,J |„ ,1, 
ın the year 1942. Mormng News at Calcutta, owned and directed by 
Messrs. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and Khwaja Nooruddin, had a limited 
circulation in the province. The Star of India, directed and controlled 
by me, was an evening paper. It was also published at Calcutta and 
enjoyed a limited circulation. This was the condition of Muslims 
in the sub-continent until only five years prior to Partition. We had, 
of course, some dailies in Urdu and Bengali such as Anjam (Delhi), 
Asre Jadid (Calcutta), Azad Bengali (Calcutta), Zamindar and Ehsan 
(Lahore), Manshoor (Delhi) and Khilafat (Bombay). The English press 
was preponderatingly ovvned by Hindus and only three or four papers 
were either wholly owned or directed and edited by Britishers. 
Müslim news and views on important issues often went unrepresented 
or inadequately projected and insufficiently explained in English. 
Thus, not only wealth but the power of the press was largely concent- 
rated in Hindu hands. With this heavy handicap one can readily 
appreciate the difficult, if not impossible, task Mr. Jinna a 1 
wresting freedom from the unvvilling hands of the Britısh and th 
Hindus. 

For the purpose of record, I shall reproduce excerp« and photo- 
stats of the correspondence betvveen my revere c ıe seat 0 f the 
the subject of starting an English daily at New De 1 * rest t0 later 
Government of India. The material may be 
generations. 
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Mr |*J. - V*' *’ 

I VVTOte to • the Dawn , I was unable to c 0n - 

„ about your weeK 7’ r in order to be a success and i n 
“ • •' • 1 SP M1 'thit a joumal or novsp P ^ Ha]f measures, I have 
vince you hd 1 ) tlU , in fl ue nce niust be f f course , S mce my depart Ure 

youmust g have final y 

“ ICirn W , aularly ran at a loss for some years 

The Star of /mta, ^ when I » ok over ’ Wen ‘ thro «gl> 

, , J nothine but debts t P Jf to the poor advertisitı, 

S days for a considerable ^ ^ financia | assistance f mta 

natronage it received. I w ood on the assurance that I wo u ld, 

hpahanis and Sir Adamjee Haj D 0 f ali iti headaches and 

if given reasonable time, rıd ab £ ye were an xıous to end their 

financial losses As the j appe aled to Mr. Jinnah to ıntervene. 
responsibility after a whıle, ^PP“ cu( . off The Star of India Was 
He did so effectively. business began to prosper to such 

saved. Soon thereafter, e f u lly repaid and even the 

an extent that loans ta en ) too p ov er the paper were 

loans which were taken years at the H e was 

also liquıdated. Pot “My, f )d and new Testaments to 

ınire z , rr 

in English. He was a Syrian Christian and haıled froın Malaban His 
weakness was the bottle. When he was reasonably canned , he 
produced masterpieces. He wrote vvith the fire of a fanat.cal Muslin 
supporting the cause of the Müslim nation. 



I was asked by Mr. Jinnah to send Joseph to Delhi. I complied. 
After Mr. Jinnah had intervievved him, he wrote to me as under: 


ıo, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi 


13 th May, 1942 


My dear Hassan: 


leaving°on W thl° bS !r e ^ 1 ^ t0 ^ on in Delhi - Now 1 am definitdy 
Joseph and finalîv he po ^P one<1 m y departure as I vvanted to meet Mr- 
accommodation it Tf UP ° U the I2th > as he ^ ^ 

and he was also under ti? F - aS OW ‘ n S to l he diflficulties in communication s 
mdCr ,he lm P ress ion that I had lef, for Bombay. 


) ve ( k* cusse d the various Dro. 10 ^ a bhough I am sorry you could not cüll ' e 
De 'bi. Pr ° s “m of sta r, i ng a d"i| y as soon as p ossib' e 
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LET THERE DE “da\VN M 

The first question was whether wc shoulcl start tim n 
and the second questıon \vas \vhether it vvill no t „ı . , a . ,vn as a d a %, 
S,o, of Mi- in Delhi. T.king ali ,he circu™,"*“* u *’ *« 

«re indined ,o be of «he optaion «ha, «he S,er ofMio shouTd be"Ttae'd 'Z 

The reasons are: (i) that it is alreadv a loint SmrL- 
Press Company, and «he Directors can adopt such stens as’lhcv’ * 
proper (2) tha. «he conditions in Calcutta are such «hat «he S.or may have'"o 
seek a home elsewhere or completely close down, which will be Lsl un 
fortunate. I unders.and «ha, o«her nervspapers and C ven comnrercTai 
finns are l.v.ng m dread and have made arrangements «o shif, elservhe e 
in case of necess.ty, (3) «hat in view of «he conditions prevailino in Ca |- 
cu««a your c.rculafon will go down. There are se.eral „«her reîsons de- 
«aıls of rvhıch need not dıscuss. Wc, thcrefore, «hought «hat «he definite 
proposal that \ve can suggest is as follows: 


69 


That the Star of İndia should be transferred to Delhi before it is lorced 
to close down ın Calcutta without any home elsewhere. If that is done 
we had rough calculations before us and 1 think that the probable loss per 
year can be covered by issuing debentures. But the exact amount of the 
issue of debentures can only be determined after we know what is the 
present position of the Star with regard to the income and expenditure. 

The main items of the expenditure will be (ı) the editorial and mana- 
gerial staff, (2) office rent including telephone ete., (3) the A.P. and Reuteı* 
service and (4) the printing charges and cost of paper. On the other hand 
the income and particularly the advertisement items which are most im- 
portant have to be considered. 


On a rough calculation we came to the conclusion that there might 
be a loss, if we have to run the Star of india in Delhi, of betvveen three to 
four thousand per month. That means roughly Rs. 50,000/- a year. 


1 think it will not be difficult to raise money on issuing the deben¬ 
tures for a lakh of rupees, vvhich vviU ensure the running of the paper for 
two years and with luck for more. Of course in your absence and in the 
absence of Mr. Ahmad 1 it is not possible for us to carry the matter further 
unless we know the exact income and expenditure of the Star as it is run at 
present; nor can vve do anything vvithort your approval. I am leaving 
on the 19th and if Mr. Ahmad is in Bombay 1 shall get in touch with him 
and you please write to him. 


The advantage of the Star being run in Dılhi is not only for the benefit 
of Bengal but ali india. From Delhi the paper \vill carry the message of 
the League not only in the Capital itself but ir Northern india and also in 
bengal. Remember it is Delhi that Controls Bengal after ali in the final 
analysis. Besides, the Star may be strardtd in Calcutta, having regard to 
the dangerous conditions facing us in Bengal. 

•Mr. Ahmad is my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad. 
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„ nr thcre is a very strong feeling amona tK 
A. the 7°” , bu. of Punjab and .he U.P and 1,hin! £ 

, e not only °* V . ■, . v iH spread hke a vvıld fire. You W ilı . 
i. .his wcekly, Da»n has a circnlation of J>f0# ' 

a* ? ^ th “ we can supp y - 

över and there 




ive 


r and tnerc ^ — 

. nrint ing press and ali other matters we Ka 
With «ga.;d to t« P ^ be made here to ou.- emire satisfa clion 
e»mined i. and •'*“£“ availablc connec.ed w,th the press in a v ery 
an d also suitable oihce 
central locality. 

, f ore it comes to this that ıf you agree ali that 

In conclusion theıe ' ’ the mont hly loss that we have to provide 

we have to consıder ıs w can a head. Of course my suggestion 

for and if we can arrangc , ^ deben tures and there are people in Delhi 
is that we can arrange y debentures straight away to the extent 0 f 

the puniab and ap - 3lso many w come 

forvvard. 

„ wiU .herefore not be difficult to raise a lakh of rupees if we put ou. 
he.d tog her and of course the Stor will remain the property of the C„ m 
P^y and lhe managemen. will be under the control and superv.s.on of 
the present Board of Directors. 

I hope I have made myself clear for your Information and consideration, 
as to what was the substance of discussion and how far we were able to 
boil dovvn the matter. You can have further details from Mr. Joseph as he 
was present when we discussed the matter along with Nawabzada Lıaqat 

Ali Khan. 

As regards Mr. Woo I wonder what has happened to him but I hope 
you have informed him that I have postponed my departure. I am leaving 
for Bombay on the i şth and I shall be glad to see him any day after that 
date. Please let me know when he is likely to be in Bombay and vvhat 
his engagements. 


are 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


and OTes t cnfİd e d°ffi tr l nSferrİn Ş tHe Star °f ,nJia did not a PP eal t0 ^ 
Jinnah on May îo.^under İm P lementation > 1 re P lied t0 

DearMr. Jinnah: 

I thank you f or your , , 

M , nded to me b y Mr. Pothan Joseph. 

% brother, Mirza AK j 

^ptef HİS »»t 45 ' ^ “™ )0U hlVC 

b°„M no, be R$ +ı### « y „Z,r 0P , 0 twever n f’ y bro,h * r ^ 
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let there be dawn 


/l 


er in Delhi or not \ve must keep the Star oflndia going in Calcutta— 

Inve a J }1 P e iııvasion. It may be possible to have an office in Delhi to 
invasıo'i '*j nevvS p a per there and, as the Statesman does, have the 

conduet oria | s sent oul f ronı Delhi, then ali that Calcutta would require 
eoınnp" ^ cQU . e Q f Nevvs Editors and one Sub-Editor to run the Star. 
r le 6 hovvever, to bear in mind that the quota of newsprint is being 
reılucetl more and more with the resul t .ha, from ,he .st of June a one 
\ nevvspaper will not be permitted to be of more than 4 pages. So, much 
.matter will be required for the production of a newspaper from early 
t month Enquires have to be made whether the Government will 
nermit the starting of another newspaper just novv either independent or 
the daily edition of an already existing Daily, because if such permissıon 
is n ot granted, or if a quota for nevvsprint is not given for such a venture 
then it is absolutely no use thinking of starting it. Of course you must 
have made the necessary enquiries in Delhi- 

Yours sincerely, 

HASSAN 

Apparently my argument did not impress him nor did my 
suggestion find acceptance. He acknowledged the above letter on 
May 30, as follows: 

My dear Hassan: 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 2oth of May. I am sorry for 
the delay in reply but 1 had a long talk vvith Mr. Ahmad in Bombay and 
he must have told you ali about it. 1 anı novv awaiting a definite reply 
from him. I am firmly of opinion that we should not miss the present 
opportunity at this moment but establish a daily paper and the transfer of 
the Star oJ~lndia is the only practical proposition. I think if you will take 
the bull by the horns in the matter it \vill be jammed in and stand. There 
is a very strong feeling and you will get immediate support and what is more 
necessary is to consideı that it is undoubtedly essential for our cause. 

We should not miss this golden opportunity. Hovvever, I cannot say 
anything more.... 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 

i again wrote to him on the subject of a Muslini League daily 
a nd asked him to decide as we needed effective machinery, however 
sniall, to place our point of view before the English-reading public. 

k 1 was happy to receive his reply on June 1 ç which read as under 
e cause things were at long last beginning to take shape: 

dear Hassan: 

judge th* ln recei P l of y° ur letter of the ıoth of June. As far as I can 
tw ° questions that \ve have to consider are; ( 1 ) vvhether the 
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present Müslim Press And Publicatious Limited should establish the S 
indis in Delhi. Mr. Ahmad has pointed out various difficulties. ‘t' °f 
far you to cansider vrhether they can be overcome as you know the posi * * S 
best. Vou have also to consider that if you can overcome the diffi c *ı 
'vhether you will transfer the Star oj İndis to Delhi and run it as a Dailv 
also ccntinue to run in Calcutta as an evening paper. ( 2 ) NVhethe^r 
should not start a new daily paper in Delhi by means of an entirely ** 
concern. In that case the name of the Star oj İndis will not be of m U ch hj" 
and \ve naight as well cali it the Dswn and' turn this ıveekly into a da^ ^ 
As a aveekly the Dawn has reached a circulation of ç,ooo and is Lno 
ali över India and even abroad. But the real cjuestion is, ıvhat is the defi 
part you are prepared to play and what is the anıount of support that 
will give ? ^° U 

I have already sent to you ali the information that was available to me 
Liaqat is going into more details and I have requested him to conımunicat 
\vith you. It \vill be a feather in your cap if you and Liaqat can establish 
a daily paper which I need hardly say is most essential at the moment 

I anı confident that you are bound to get a very enthusiastic support 
not only in Delhi but throughout northem India generally and especially 
in the Punjab and Bihar and U.P. This is really the moment for it. Pl eas / 
therefore, take ıt eamestly and put your heads together and persuade Mr* 
Ahmad and Sır Adamjee and others to come fonvard and give their h«*J 
support and ali the help they can. ö 

As regards the resolution 2 that you have proposed, well that ali 

üst -İS?-- 

tKeir reply 'vhi^lv^u'^c^gcKHİ^n^ou^K^to sel^^ıe alon^^th youıMetUtff 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


T ° tHiS lett6r 1 ^ on June „ as under: 

% dear Mr. Jinnah; 

I thank you for you r l etter f , . 

e 1 ^ 1 instant returning the enclosures. 

1 had a letter from I • 

LT K UUrS re g Ardi ' lg the cos^of n™ “ kil >g me to give him son* 

' be '"S «m to him. f n,nnın g tk = s,ar ofîndia. These particular. 

Dir resoIution tcferrca t Q l 

**•**&£S °th' ”'“ bhad •“ pıssed to empower th« Boa rif 
»ov MusUm Delhi or to porm.t the o* 

<U,ly ln E , jsl) wi! ' bro (lt mto K» 
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1 has authorised nıe to teli you that under whichever name 
My ^ POt ^start a daily in Delhi, we tlıe Ispahanis will back it with 
you choose to ^ QUr yj. f or a noble cause. We shall guarantee a loss 
plcasure am s “ ^ a mont h for a year. As for Adamjee, we feel that you 
ofup toatl , i . it w iU be infinitely better if you do so- 

s hould approach mm. 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 





After adequate correspondence and discussion, Mr. Jinnah agreed 
A 6 int v iew that it would be best if we converted Dawn 
Wl< kMnto a daily and left the Star of India to continue its service 
^f 6 the Müslim League from Calcutta. 









Havinç decided to convert Daıvn into a virile daily, the next 
task before us was to find a suitable editör, because on this person 
depended the success or failure of a newspaper. And editors, non- 
Hindu, were not easy to find, whatever the financial inducement. 
English journalism was no field for the Muslims to plough because 
it was covered with boulders of Hindu domination and patronage. 
Except for Brelvi of the Bombay Chronicle, a Hindu-o\vned daily, 
and Abdur Rahman Siddiqi of Morning News at Calcutta, there was 
no third first class Müslim in the editor’s chair of an English daily in 
our subcontinent. 


In these circumstances, I could only think of the Star of India 1 s 
editör, Pothan Joseph, although his quitting the Star of India would 
have meant that the evening paper vvould again rac e downh ill to 
its financial doom. However, the overall interest - oT the Müslim 
Ination overrode considerations of personal success or failure. I, 
therefore, decided to make the sacrifice and took the next step to 
persuade Pothan Joseph to go to Delhi as Editör of Dawn daily. 



I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 19 as under: 

Dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I have at last got Mr. Pothan Joseph to agree to go to Delhi. He will 
e eaving Calcutta at the end of next week. Of course, I have not been 
able to find a substitute for the Star so far. 

Th 

Mem i? aews P r * nt P os ition in India is becoming very acute and the pro- 
a PPear t ^ ace t ^ le nevvspaper business within the next six months 
ınoyç j^ 0 , e msurmountable unless the Government of India right away 
they allot* 16 .* re , ct ' on importing sufficient nevvsprint to cover what 
newsprint .P er İ?di c ally to the many ne\vspapers in this country. Our 
sti lying in Karachi due to lack of transport facilities. My 
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qAID'* - r 

ret'setre" P^ r S"« S» *"«* P*» ° U ^ P " ^• • • ■ 

'ailable from t> nc 0 Yours sincerely, 

HASSAN 


He wrote 


u<>r ıı as below: 
t0 me on September 


My dear Hass p oth an Josep h yesterday m reply t0 

, re ceived a «ire from Mr made to him by Nawabzada L,*p, Ali 
„ire reuuesting Kim to accept Ut h Y ou wıll see from his telegram 

Khaıı on behalf of tKc Do«^ Rs and if that .5 so I stand by 1,. 

that you have alr ® a f y h °^, l0u ld reach Delhi immedıately. 
plcase arrange that Ke shou. 

in nelKi to see that this matter ıs put through 
I anı specially stayıng• ° , was wait i ng for his reply. 

and ali arrangements are nıa . 

, am enclosing her«wi.K copies of his telegram and my reply to Kim. 

Please wire whether you can arrange to send Mr. Pothan Joseph 
without delay or else we must make other arrangements. do not qulte under- 
stand avhat Ke means by saying that I shoıdd «k you to termmate Kıs 
Services whereupon he can start for Delhi . 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


I wrote to him about Pothan Joseph on September 26 as under 
as I wanted Mr. Jinnah to be fully acquainted with his character. 
Joseph, knowing that he was badly needed to take charge of Dm 
daıly at Delhi, was wastıng precious days in trying to drive a hard 

tfTfTÜ fi, 6 WaS aS C ° İC * k ,00( kd as a fish. It vvas not his concern 
to hnd the money. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

Thanlcs for your Utter of ^ 

Joseph has been playing a trvî 

e 'ery ounce of my patience t-n ^ ^ ^ ame w *dı me. I have had to utih se 
He is a brst-class journaliîfV^ u° a S ree ’ 1 told you I knew him 
mlT* , extra ' or diaary reputati Ut U COmes to mone y matters, he 

Ssh 0 , d K f e § İVes ^oble S 0,1 ‘ W herever he goes, he gets int» a 

charmin? °f u per , Son w h°, he thînk* W ^ Cn lt comes to his knockmg 

8 W1 - - -neytttt tr'I İ! 1 

Hovvever he k heart breaker ’ 

0M ° f “ Ur « W ,o give Kim R, ^ 

a tnstruc,i ons to „ İV A, Rs _ ı/c 


Cas h. Liaaaf’c 4 ^ lvJua y. I had to give him 

mstructions to give him Rs. çoo/- 
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Oawn were received this momi a n , 

him this money, I received a note fr^u 1 Was °n the m • 

October 1942 ** well. Thi s i s too much* *^ İIXg me to pavî- ° f Seıadir tg 
OT itten to Kim as per copy enclosed, and'ifh ', Cimnot f< * 

and thinks his Services are indispensablo t does not come t have 

to any tüne that he chooses to plav shall ^ that he <Tm!î Senses 
not ilave for Deihi .onight, , Ö, a s ^ “ *° W ^ ^ 

Monday morning terminating his Services M "" “ İve ’ 8 İV « him 

no , be allovved to play the giddy golt '* made up . He ^ 


~ j t*— v more. 1 vvu < 

Joseph, by his behaviour, has put me to sh 
predicamettt and vvill tealise that the delayiTj, f° h ?P e ? ou “Ppreciate 
a daıly ıs not due to me. ^ gettıng the Daw n started as 


Yes, I promised Joseph Rs. i 2 co/- he 
if necessary, go to that distance. ’ He pot rT 6 tOİd me that 1 Could , 

from the Davn weekly. So it was hardly fair T*!™™ T ^ Rs> ,00 /' 
lovver remuneration than that received by him at present ^ aCCept 3 

II Joseph leaves tonight, and I hone and nnv * ı j 
it ciear to itim that he tholl not conttibnte ünde? İti? ovm M^ ankUst 
Iod.aoda.ltes or weekl.es excep, ,o the Star oflndia. We did “ 

tÎe colTuc T d", 0 " C °" triCt , and he > C ° ntm y “ fundameotals tha/govem 
the cooduct of edltors of first class newspapets, has been contributing articles 

under his sıgnature to the Hindu, Orient, ete., ete. This should not be 

permıtted as ıt dıscredits the nevvspaper that employs him. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
HASSAN 


On September 26 , he wrote: 


My dear Hassan: 


I have received your letter of the ışth of September intornıing me 
that Mr. Pothan Joseph \vill be arriving here by the end of this week. 


With regard to the other matter—about the nevvsprint—I have handed 
över your letter to Navvabzada Liaqat Ali Khan to get in touch with you. I 
have already vvritten to you enelosing the copies of the telegrams t at 
passed between Mr. Pothan Joseph and me, and I am suıe you must ıa\e 
received it by now. 

I have also received your telegram informing me that Mr. Jo p 
a rrive here by the end of this week. 


Please make arrangements and see that he starts at önce 
further delay. 

Hoping you are vvell. With kind regards to ali ot you trom 
Jinnah and myself, . ı v 

; Yours sincerely, 

m a IINNAH 
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AS I knew mim 


qaid-e-azam 

76 cnri „t relates to the sudden slıoı-tap. , 

The reference to nevv p ^ D<wn T he paper faced a clo sll ° 

neıvsprint suppl)' «“ in time. 7° 

"nlessaidi" newS P; m ıd the priC e of wl«ch I pa.d to Star • „/ hii ^ 

I railed one wagonloa , _ and thus saved a crıtıcal sıtuati 0ll 

an amount around R*. S' ' 

, rpceived another ınterestıng letter fro m 
On October 3. , ing in full: 

Jinnah which I anı reproduc g 

10, Aurangzeb Road, New DelKj 
3rd October 1^43 


Mr. 



«y de ar Hassan, of t he 38th of Septeober 

I an in recelpt of your letter 

- a* x have read Joseph s letter 
and thank yOu very .uch for it. 

n ec Hp^ired by you. Joseph has 
to you and I an reurning it as desırea yy 

. and ıra hope to bring out the 'Dam 

arrived and taken charg 

Daily” on the Eid day. 

t an forearding yo^letter to Liadat regarding your ti» 
about the neasprint and I »İU ask hin to writa to you fiti, 
regard to tne nensprint »ıhlch has been placed by you at th 
disposal of the "Dawn” at Delhi. I a» fluit. cohfldent that 
we shall help each other as members of the saroa faHİly. Let 
rae thank you and Mr. Ahmad for ali the help that you have 
given us. 

With regard to your guarantee of Joseph's salary - sü:ı ^ 

that you should pay U3 a lurop sum of te 12 , 000 /- and *e caIÎ 

pay Joseph as well as any other member of the staff. My 

for asking you to do this İs as follows: that we have be ® n 

able to launch this venture «uththe help of a few indiv i(i ^ 

who have come forward to run the risk of tnaking «ood «ha ^ 

This venture has not been started with the Müslim teaS ue f ^ 

the two persons »ho have iargely contributed are yoursel f * 

one other publlc eplrlted and patriotic Leaguer İlk» y ““ ı( 

therefore I iook u P o„ these advances not nerely as t*”' ' 
that t'iea, eupp<, rt e rs of our; ^ fact( eonstlt''" * 
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sy „dl«t« and whan we come to float a company, „ hlch we , lust 
1» tha near future, I am of oplnion tim they should at 
i.a.t receive ahares for the amounts or amount that they 
pl ece at our dlapoeal. it İs for that reason that I am 
maıflng this suggestlon - that İnstaad of your paylng the 
salary of Joseph every month and glvlng away your „ onejf u 

elli be better to pay İn a lump sum and after some time to 
.eeelve İt back İn the fora of ahares. Yon may oonslder oy 

suggestiorı and plac. İt before Mr. tamad and let a. knon 
fhat your oplnion is. 

önce oore I a», very thankful to yon for the help and t„. 

interest that you are takin* in acf.M< u. 

aKing m establishing and launchinc 

thla venture. I hope to aee the paper become a really fırat 
claas Engllah dally ebleh elli t. a genulne, raal and troe 
volce of kus 1 İm Indla, and ! thlnk, so far, every thing İs İn 
our favonr. It İs a thing ehich Müslim Indla never had and 
lf »e ara ahla to achleve ebat w, deslre, thls may glve a l. rt 
to tha otner Provlnces as the readlng public İs now groaln* 

and la very enalous to tam» the news and vlews of Müslim indi. 
Hoplng you ara ali well, eith Klndest regards to ali of 

,ou jfUV A. e» • 


Hassan Ispahani Bsq 


Yo ur sj^s i nc e re 1 y 


Th ı n 

the ftaia s P* r ited and patriotic Leaguer’’ referred to is 

a)a Saheb of Mahmudabad. 

In tVı 

ar *d cheer n j^ eant * m ®» Star of India began to pick up financially 
to r epay Adam*° ’ UC ” f* 1 extent , t ^ îat I was able, out of the earnings, 
^vas an ad?- 6 S an< ^ ^ s P a ^ an * s l° ans which were quite a tidy sum. 
c ean niyat (ınt leV ^ ment f ^ an ^ s a ppreciably to our good fortune and 
*H4: ent '* ^ wrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on ıoth March, 
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ıs 
not 
is 


Mv «kar Mr. 

thA , i Uavc thts day rctumed Sır Ada m j ee t , 
jttit .1 İh» £ UıHly Advanced tovvards the loss t hat the ^ 

sum of Rs. » UV o ur irtvcstments too have been returned.... 
tfloJia wu$ ilU'V»rru\g. 

Yours very sincerelv 

hassan 

, r the exact date I am not sure, 1 learnt to m v 
l„ March .'Hî- j os eplı Had been tempted tothro» u 

sıırprise and -^at fo ^ ^ Ahmed of Patna 

the edıtorshıp ol D Viceroy’s Executıve Council j n 

r " ît, tLZlo- Wta motive ley beh M 

chargeol İn As tor p ot han Joseph’s behaviour, I vvas no 

rSt V sirprised bocu.se 1 had become too well acquainted with hi 
oh nete- He «ould not turn a hair m sacnfic.ng prmc.ple f or 
financial gafa. Anyuay, another editör for Dam, became our pressing 

need. 

On April 9, 194^, I received a telegram from Mr. Jinnah who 
was at Ne\v Delhi, reading: 

'‘PLE ASE CONTACT ARTHUR MOORE (Editör of the Statesman, Calcutta) 
WOULD HE ACCEPT EDITORSHIP DAWN WHAT REMUNERATION 
COND1TIONS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 

JİNNAH” 

Arthur Moore was out of Calcutta. On his retum I had lunch 
with him and made the proposal. He declined and said that he 
was groıving too old to continue to stay in India and was, therefore, 
retuming to his home in England. He, however, suggested t e 
name of Altaf Husain, vvhonı I knew well. 

Mr. Jinnah spoke to me on the telephone. I told him ^ 

A taf Husain was a master of English, a former professor of E 
at Calcutta University and at the time an officer in the Minisi 
Educatıon, Government of Bengal. I told him that I had Jn* 
5 töt USai rp 11 ? ce I9 33- He used to vvrite a Müslim colunm °f {f 

“Shahid’’ A ıı CUtta Under the P 5611010 ^, “Ainul-Mulk” and ‘ hinl 
to write a cq S | ia '^ Stat ^ e ^ sew here, we had managed to persua ^ 
was “Slings and^A ° r as well. The title of the c ^ 

“Archer^ ^ the P e » name he seleeted 

prestige of our 'T/ Co ^ umn which added considerabl)' r 
§ ° Ur Ma J lls Particularly among the thinking ^ P 


an 
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let there be 


il > > 

DAWN 


. îr, Rpnaal The column was loathed and 
Lve f'j; e m cronts n whom we dubbed »s British toadies. 

_ ı _ _ ^Aİt-af HıiRAÎn 


r 

, r„re not difficult for me to approach Altaf Husain. 
[t was, theı • ( we)| ap n ıe ciated that he had to arrıve at a 

We met It ‘ meant his giving up government service with 

diffiCUİt 4 de t securit,- and taking a plunge into unknown and unfathomed 
itsattendant s 1 , ast meetjn g wa s at my house f. Camac 

waterS - «S’ I '« s delighted to hear him say that he had finally 
Stre f’ı’take°the plunge, come vvhat may, and risk his ali for the 
dCC „ I shook him warmly by the hand. 1 was overjoyed. He 
t'd me to convey his decision to Mr. Jinnah, wh,ch I didin my 

Jetter of May .8, 194 S, as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

.Altaf Husain is joining the Dawn. He is an able vvriter and will 
f cer tainly be an acquisition. Have you decided to register the Dawn as a 
company? You expressed this intention to nıe fiftcen months ago. The 
Dawn m us t be doing very well. In my opinion, this is the time to save 
in order to build. I feel that the prosperity enjoyed by newspapers wıll 
not last very much longer. Government patronage, particularly in advertise- 
ments relating to recruitments ete., vvhich is today netting a large income, 

\vill gradually diminish. 

With kind regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 

1 Altaf Husain reported his arrival at Delhi as fast as he \vas able 
and Dawn, \vhich had already captured for itself substantial Müslim 
readership throughout the North and the adjoining Müslim areas, 
began to grotv stronger and stronger with the passage of each month. 
| Tiıere was no looking back until Partitition compelled a shift from 
^ r ^^ an -İ’ Delhi, to Karachi. But as \ve ali know, before the 
i nrpVTn an ^ recorc ^ s cou ^ be brought över, the office and printing 
So wW aWn wer ® burnt and destroyed by Hindu and Sikh hooligans. 
Altaf HusTr aCtl J a T y br0L1 §bt över were the name Daıvn, the Editör, 
at Delhi a ^ ı n ? W un( krstand, a cheque book of an Indian bank 
I hl> where funds of Dcmn lay frozen. 

at fte Governor ^ e P arture for USA I dined with the Qaid 

p UgÜSt 3b 1947 w S H ° USe İn Karachi - It was on the night of 
rovincial M us ı im r 6 Sett J ed se veral queslions such as the Bengal 
j ^ *ne as my famîf^ 6 Lın ^ s ’ w bich I was in charge. He 

y ^as the main contributor to its comiııg into 
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i *ı Avhıt mv views werc on thc fm-m. 
existence as a Müslim «h'b» his views. He did s „ 


existence as a MWum-“v> ^ ' his v iews. He did so to 7 

Dam. 1 re l ues e „ s ı y y 0 u people wıll not mınd if ' 
follosving effect. ■> As for me , I shall be happy to Qon 

sure, Amir 3 \vould b PP. «ift to the natıon.” 4 

national trust from thıs day on. ? 

, r up„ T left Karachi, I left with the conviction that 

Theref ° r ned by the Natioıı and was being printed for the usual 
Dawn was owned by the tivel ri ckety press owned by 

financıal consı era ıoı ) . ^his impression remained with me 

the Haroons at apıe • , t he report that Da t vn had 

untıl I av as start e j ace ^ ^ eı a ld was born. The reason 

foT*e P ctnge',°, name was given in the issue of March . Intta 
connection, I wrote a letter to Miss jinnah, who was a Trustee, o, 
March t,/,«o, an excerpt of which I produce below: 

My dear Miss Jinnah: 

The Pakistan Herald Limited has published on page 7 of ıts issue of 
March 19, 19*0, in bold print an announcement that Messrs. Palastan 
Herald Limited, Proprietors and Publishers of Dawn, Karachi, hereby 
announce for the iııformation of....”. 

I shall be grateful if you will be so good as to favour me vvith the 
information as to how Dawn became the property of the Pakistan Hera 
Limited of Karachi. 

I remember very clearly the Qaid-e-Azam telling me that in accordance 
vvith the talks that he has hıd vvith me and some others regarding Dawn, he a 
made a trust of that nevvspaper. Even on the eve of my departure to assume 
charge of our Mission in Washington, vvhen we discussed rnany imp ortan | 
matters and cleared up a fevv of the old accounts and decided upon the dispos» 
of certain funds, he did not mention to me the sale or transfer of ovvnershıp 
of the Dawn to the Pakistan Herlad. I vvrite to ask if you are avvare of an ) 
transaction having taken place bctvveen the end of August, 1947, a °d d ıe tllTie 
of his demişe vvhich could have entitled the Pakistan Herald to cl a ini 
as its property.... 


With my best regards, 


Very sincerely yo urS ’ 

hassan 




The Raja Sahcb of Mahmudabad. 

- D wLr,L ,h o Q r- e ;r ra ' ,he 

ZSESrj'Z* T T T ?“«NeTo^nd Uj 

.t J l w«TmÂ y , l ^ e Sub-Registrar of Delhi d.ied Novemh« 

n time I vvas ın USA projeeting the case of Müslim India. 


Scanned by CamScanner 









fl On the 2nd °f Apri!, ı 9î o a statement by Miss ]i„ nah was 
published in the Herald, the gıst of vvhıch read as under: 


“It was with mixed feelings of regret and relief that I found this morning 
t hat Dawn had ceased to appear—regret ihat the paper founded by Qaid-e- 
Azam, vvhich had played an ımportant role in the fight for freedom and 
struggle for Pakistan as the true mirror of Muslini aspirations and fearless 
champion of their cause, shoııld be no nıore after its existence for över 
nine years—relief at the thought that this suspension had made it crystal clear 
that Dawn be’ongs to the nation and has dispelled the confusion that was 
created in the minds of the people that it was the private possession of a few 

individııals. 


An application nıade in the Sind Chief Court for the appointment 
of mutavallis since Qaid-e-Azam who was the sole Trustec had not nominated 
his successor, as envisaged in the Trust Deed, was pending for nearly a year 
and the decision avas announced about a fortnight ago. 

When I was in Lahore, I read an announcement in the Dawn that the 
wakj kno\vn as the Dawn Trust at no time possessed any proprietary interest 
in the ne\vspaper Dawn of Karachi. I emphatically refute this statement. 
Dann abvays belonged to the Trust. 

....The spirit and method in avhich the Dawn has been suspended 
so unceremoniously are not vvorthy of those who claim to be the follo\vers 
of the Father of the Nation. The honourable course for the publishers 
of the Herald was to approach the Trustees as successors of the Qaid-e- 
Azam and hand över the Dawn to thenı. Their pıesent action clearly proves 
that their intent is to throttle Da\vn out of existence. . . . 


Clouds have darkened the horizon. It is now in the hands of the 
people to see that they soon pass away and Da\vn emerges önce again in 
ali its glory. Nobody can protect national vvealth better than the people 
themselves. Dawn is the people’s avealth bestoaved upon them by the 
Qaid-e-Azam and I am confident that they will rise as one man to safe- 
guard this heritage from the doom that has been planned lor it . 

On April 3, Altaf Husain replied to the statement editorially. 
It was a poor efifort. The statement and the reply, I was told, created 
a public uproar and emotion rose so high that the editör and the 
publishers of Dawn were thrown into a very uncomfortable and 
precarious position. So on the 4th, the Herald died as qıııckly as ıt 
born three days earlier and Da\vns body was exhumed and brought 
,f c k to hfe on that day, with the following announcement prominent y 
ls played in a red box on the front page ot the re-born Dann. 


DAWN ZINDABAD 


P eo Pİe want Dawo. 1 give them back their Dmvn-no one is happieı 
tod ^ than I. * 
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The reasons why the name ^ 


2 rXch appropriate authorities must discuss and settle 


themselves. 


I„ the meantime Da »o rbes again. May it dispel the gloom from the peo p , e . s 

hearts as it has dispelled the gloom from m.ne. 

Dj , v „ was never dead-it was not ıntended to dıe-ıt wıll not die. 



a mon 


Ali these happenings gave to me in Washington much pain. 


Mv brother, Mirza Ahmad, wrote to me from Dacca on April 3 
about what had suddenly taken place at Karachi and enclosed a copy 
of the letter addressed by him to one of our young men, Mirza Abbas, 
in Karachi asking him to see Miss Jinnah in connection with Dam 
and assure her that Ispahanis would finance any scheme that \vould 
keep Datrn alive and active. In his concluding sentence, he advised 
the young officer thus: 


“Please do not detay as Dawn should be restored by the Trust without much 
loss of time.” 


The above quotation further confirmed, if confirmation 
necessary, that Qaid-e-Azam must have also told my brother 
my departure for USA on September i, 1947, that Dawn, ty 
consent of those who launched and financed it, had been co 
into a National Trust. 


,nverte d 



far ti 

In vıew of the circumstances detailed above, Dawn } s0 ^ 
concerned, was and stili is the nation’s daily newspaper, S 
nation by the three shareholders and by ali moral righ^ 
the nation and not to an individual or conıpany- 


to 

■}o4 
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VIII 


famine and politics 

I , -1 k,lf of 1 94Î, that the Müslim League Govern- 

<t Z İn JSe°d n 'b>Ae late Khwaja Nazimuddin was put under 

n ’ Cnt0İ f R , L in'bv the tactics of the Hindu opposıtıon. 

^severe straın . 

! T ^% P ress İnC ThousTnd! died^sTrfsuÎt of under-nourishment and 

Kon-' The cities and towns, hom« in 

T ith nzr^i:\ een ^ *»*. 

search o • rice-eatine population been educated 

starvation m Bengal t fonriarains The poorpeople 

'°, eat "l'now d Xeat m0 They°dîd not"know what to do with it when 
it \va S °doled out to ihem. They did not know how to cook chapat.s 
ot even prepare a tasty gruel with vvheat formnıg ıts base. W 
cruel was served to the starved and emacıated, most ot ıem, 
particularly the young, fell victims to acute digestıve and stomach 
troubles and died. Today, our East wing presents a dıfterent pıcture. 
Although the staple diet is stili rice, wheat and its products are no 
longer unknown. They are no w eaten, and this fact in terms o 
acute rice shortage vvill be a great boon to the Government and 
the people. The war was being waged with increasing intensity 
and Japan had göne through South-East Asia as does a hot knife 
through butter, and having placed Burma under her heels, was 
knocking at the veı*y gates of India from Cox Bazaar on one side 
a nd Imphal on the other. 

The Provincial Government was called upon by Delhi to carrv 
_-V he ^ uss ^ an sc orched earth policy and to make as little available 
Roiits e ? em ^ as P oss ible in the event he succeeded in invading Bengal. 
[_^ e ma ^ n m eans of transportation in East Bengal, were burnt 

huü( Ired and for t Wu° ne h , undred thousand died of stırvition and approximateIy onc 
thousand succumbed to cholera. 
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Of *e r iûrT? 


^ ^UR^on ° . oVİ „ce. There ^ 

“ . il „. i» ;£gî> £. <r!«™ î 

°{ l |rJr.T' jr '"'"" ir ^ “bc-'' J '-' T*..' 1 1 ^ent ,Jİ ’■>. 

İo less cultlvation a ^ luS ^ Govtf sonıe areas, to b egin 

Lt were stripP ed ° the Bri«* 1 g t*B»f Dis tress-ng reports of 

-»» -S SUp»;:« *>%» » *?, c *“ ** 

ı-r'-rî,”..**„ *■ " f *“ ’■ 

death through £ dejd r0 se wıt Faz 1ul Haq/Shyamapra S)(1 

the fi^'' es 0 , ineptit“ de ° and early remedıal me a Sures 

The neglig^f u ; e n to take vigo^ in Bengal. Thts unp„. 
Minis«.y- d İtS S of the food 5 U d in doling out patronaj 
added to the ^ ^ m ore, c as a whole, was ousted 
pf'or ' ffice than m * e jj wi th the responsıbıhty „f 

and keep'Og n w as eni t ; me . The unlortunate 

and .‘ he r ^- ri0n 1 the C province was called upon to <1, 

ssf w c rri° » j nh Tl r ir 

an in ita power to acc omplishment slender. 

and the chances r me nt, notvvithstanding the severe 

The Müslim League ]oss 0 f time. It was entrusted 

handicaps, went mto ac ı j ( b ad n0 m achinery at ıts disposal 

With an extremely dafficul k. ^ ^ Bengal) Qrissa and Bihar 

to purchase rıc difficult circumstances that the hım of 

It «as in these extraordmar.ly dıfficuUfcun 

M M. Ispahani Limited, who for yea.s had been “eng Jj 
tice merchants and had at their disposal an organısatıoı t 
be set in motion by the pressing of a button «ere cal ed P J 
the Governor and his Cabınet to step ın and Help P 1 ^ 

hour of agony. Opinion among the Directors of the Co p ) ^ 
not unanimous as one considered Government’s business was ^^ rrQ j e 
alone. Patriotic and humanitarian considerations, however, 
ali considerations and Ispahanis stepped in and got down to 

* the Provi Jlce 

Conditions were so bad and the food sbortage m . p roV iıK e 
so great that nothing less than heavy imports from outside t e ^ t0 $ 
and from abroad and their qııick distribution could bıing r v va s 
sufiferers and to the dying. Help from other paıts 0 j aC ]c 0 
both slovv in coming and meagre. War conditions fhj 

safety at sea made speedy outside assistance alnıost inip 0 ^ oC cüp^ 
South-Asian granaries, which were close to Bengal, p,. 0 ni j’ | 
y Japan. And aid, even if ships escaped Japan s ^ d . 
o coııntries, was as bad as having no aid at ali. -Uuted (0 

°ur was rice to be collected and more speedily 1 ,s 
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as w here none \vas available. East Bengal being a deltaic region 
and tbe main means of transportation being boats which had been 
lestroyed in thousands in compliance with the Centre’s scorched 
eardı policy, the speed of distribution was naturally slow. Ispahanis’ 
task was to purchase on behalf of Government rice where available 
! o en g a l Bihar and Orissa and to ask Government to arrange its 
transportation to deficit areas. For this work, the Company was 
given a nominal commission. 

Alter weeks of activity, a whispering campaign was started in 
Calcutta \vhich spread like wild fire and later developed into violent 
attacks on the Müslim League Government for having created the 
fa mine in association with Ispahanis. The Opposition m the Legis- 
lıture the Hindu Mahasabha, led by Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukerjee 
and the Forward Bloc led by the pompous Sarat Chandra Bose (elder 
, hrother of the late Subhas Chandra Bose) and Dr. N. Sanyal a vocıferous 
member of the Assembly, spearheaded the onslaught. They attacked 

S Sevince h § ad litt.e to shotv^* Their 

their circulatıon com P al at ^ cl '>j ™ "congress/Mahasabha in the Bengal 
aave unstınted suppoıt to t g nroceedings of the 

Assembly. They published re P f °' t ‘ S ° ajor s Lhes delivered by 
Legislature, reports in «J» °f h »W g' of diserediting 

Hindus which were pa c ked w,th h^^ The 

the Government and ceı t _ m L ec ted by parliamentary prıvilege 

of the lies in the Legislature we P “merelv reporting 

and so were the publishers (he rep0 rts were carefully- 

the prıvıleged speeches . t j le e( htors which added 

worded innuendos by the reporters o ^ Yes, the 

further fuel to the fire of wan oı „ QUt t0 ^iseredit and 

Congress and Mahasabha in enga we c llD norted it loyally in 

more ways than one. The Hıncı 
they adopted weı*e fair or foul. 

■ A fnr some months adding to 
A blistering fire was maıntaıne t h e i r utnıost to 

the difficulties of those who were endeavor g 


| ' 
' 




* Star of indi a, Morning Nem in English. Azad in Bengah and Asre Jad 
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, frpss and to save Ilve». It vvas during thîs time 
reduce dıştı es j.j at wor k for the people of »J 4 Mt, 

Shaheed Suhra ’w J ds 0 f i nn ocent lives. It was at t îf ^ 

rtîSlt* W pre» «er, „i„ 8 *«> 

a ]so that the were f ann ing the flames of suspicion an( |. * 

enemy agents- . f 0 ] ]S hing the structııre of confidence vvhirh 

«■'* "«„ 71 . V*"»—u»* f» s 

ZZ .n'i wh.t »* their erime ? The, «ere, in .ece,*,» 1 * 
Government request, purehasing nce and paddy m surplus ar eas * 
şendin? the grains to the areas m dıstress. To create a fami ne b, 
purehasing rice from surplus areas in Bengal Bıhar and Orissa a „d 
ıushing it to the deficit areas to arrest deaths through starvation, was 
prima facie absürd and a purely mischievous piece of thinking. The 
total purehases of Ispahanis on behalf of Government amounted to an 
insignificant fraetion of the total shortage of well över a million tons 
which had resulted from various majör factors given above. 

The talk and propaganda that famine vvas the creation of the 
Müslim League Government of Bengal and Ispahanis was too absürd 
for any sensible man to believe. Even Hindu political leaders like 
Dr. Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose admitted in private that 
they weıe fighting a political battle with no restriction on the choice 
o ueapons. Each time facts and figures 2 were given in reply to the 
I' an '" res P onsible statenıents of the Opposition in the Assembly 
Hindu lefrh 1 ' AS ’ HaVe Stated earlİer - the Hindu P ress re P° rted 

speeches P m.de from P rİnted brİef excer P ts f °[ 

to me to sit with fn, - . ^ cnc ^ es - It was particularly paınful 

°f lies fabricated by th^C^ ^ ^ le ^ssenıbly and listen to nıasses 
These leaders were determi^T 8 &nd Ma hasabha political factory. 

r ade facts which were ably 
hte 1 Abcî > 6 d"? har d-workina iu,'^ M,n,ster > Khvvaja Nazimuddın, 
^ehe^BoTTr Siddi T and or r ' H ' S - Suhravvardy. and the 
ehallenged the S D l \ Abdur Ra hma n Si ı? eakers from Government 
Idr stateme'lr ° f the Oppos t q ‘ and 1 more than önce 
Legislature. But t0 ‘ S outsi de the ' *? n to be bold enough to 

wal,s of the 

faithfully ând PartlCU,ar and else^k^ And the hT *™* tor y statenıents 

'• »• »-.i t;:;?"' ’v'iZj ■" t«. "rt Tr d / 

P r °tecti on of privJ . |ege . 


char £« of 2£ C OpJoS?J® d ° n ° c tober , 8 

^43, a W].:. 

^hıte p a 


*per r _ r 

«he 
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I t luve narrated the story of the famine in Bengal, solely with 
L r^hicct of recording the reactıon ol the Qaid-e-Azam. He wa s 
the / ın d collected ali through. Ali the hullabaloo created in Bengal 
r i ‘ t disturb him much. We, however, were nıost unhappy; 
gjj d icu j a rly the Ispahani bıothers. My elder brother, Mirza Ahmad, 
İP 41 ^ ^^ Bombay to see the Qaid to teli him of our embarrassment 
" 3 { > se ek his advice. The Qaid heard him attentively and advised 
his rcturn to Calcutta to lceep on furnishing facts and not 
gf 1 heart the agitation of our sworn enemies. Being young and 
^^tional bv nature, I suffered a severe nervous breakdown and I 
611 beholden to the la te Dr. B. C. Roy, a really great man, a great 
4111 - n a fanıous doctor of medicine and an admirable administrator 
^Tindustrialist, who became Chief Minister of West Bengal after 
fjrtition and died in July 196?, for saving my life. 

When my health improved, I saw the Qaid in Bombay and told 
, . l,yw hitterlv I had felt the undeserved humiliatıon and kıcks 
^hich Ispahanis had got instead of receiving thanks for the service 

d.» s . p-m- n f k . J 52 P % 

-t JlVSİTPS 

must leam to control youı leeııngs. ny j do not 

K. d il» f-'"tr »dtr s 

& 'M »s 

work. The Opposıt.on p.cked ^ ^ a retreat 

to scare you boys o ut of youı ' v ^ fel ı ows are one of the 
from the League. The Hindu Y which increases 

strong limbs of the League and tıat ı ıs > ' out) they think 

the strength of the League in Bengal. Y^They are fools They 
that they will cripple the League 111 cll g • a ^, a p e an rl is behind 
refuse to see or admit that Muslini Bengal ıs n a c hild; 

the League. They will soon see the.r error. Don 

stop vvorrying”. 

This talk was for me better than ali th«Health. I 
which had been administered to me to ı es o was not to e 

learned one more lesson fronı my gıeat ea ^ ad n o skeletons to 
too sensitive in politics, particularly " ıen . j courage an ca 
Hide in his cupboard and to face opponents wit 

them blow for blow. 


nor 


“ ^iuvv lur üiüvv. T 

.., f ı e Mosh 111 Leagu 

The Qaid was right agaın. g ra ce, both " e,lt 1 

Ispahanis receive a setback. 
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qAID-e- aZA 11 establısned. The. 

88 D , ista n > vaS eV , e ?ler became the followi n « 

5trcng th to strengtb th«£Ç f Mus lint İndia for m 

; ıur ,- g vi,lent t hcHin^p tcr the .y™£ le«ers of the «n* 

of the Lcaguc and ‘he g „ &»"* ,J a nd myse f wh.ch describ e 

family. ' g' v = ch b ' ,d betken the Q ^ gri pped u5 ali durıng thç 

which " XicaMy ‘hl tension and ag^ Jed. 

more graph.ca . w hıcb » e V 

horrible da) 2 oth Septcmber, 


i 


My dear Mr. J'"" 3 ppos ition led by Shyama Prasad Mukerjee 

While mud-dinging by > n t he clean name of lspahani to dust 

continue., «hile attempt by GovcmmC nt continues to give smashing 

continues with unabated ury, ^ Hjndu prcss and the by neıvs agencies 
replies to both, "'bile pu 7 ^ an Q u tterances of the Opposıtıon, while 
continues to be g ,ven VV . QUt of t he Government side of the case by these 
thereispartıalorto a convcyance> I see bad days ahead, days that no 

very Instruments oi w hatever be its composition, can prevent from 

Government ın t« * are t aken and serious efforts are made by the 

davvmng, unless f 1 gengal a large and continuous flow of 

Central Government ^brtngmto ^ g^^ „ for ^ Gov _ 

foodgraıns (r«P s it up and take serious note of the sıtuatıon 

of *■? Goded Na.ııms* rjâl They mus, arrange to release freigh, space 

for'the carriage o? foodgrains in large quantities, from countrıes that have a 
surolus C As I have stated above, no Government in o ur Province can 

f m İrade_none can produce rice sufficient to feed the people when 

fhe«™Xr nothTng a C vaila P ble. I foresee dreadful days ahead. May I e 
wrong I I apprehend that we shall pass through a horrible crısıs ' he '* 
whichhasnotbeenrecorded,between . çthofOctoberand , s thofDecemb • 

The food position is not improving. The Ministry in the PunpJ, 
a province that can spare the food, is busy pickıng holes and E g ^ 
with Bengal instead of helping her to the fulleş t exten . ^ 

that Khizf Hayat Khan is completcly under the thumb of the b n,a Cho 
who is o ut, for political reasons, to embarrass and not to 

Unless those who can help and in thcm I include t turn e J 

india, Churchill and Roosevelt, help without e a y* Müslim niaj° rl 

into a graveyard and it should not then surpı ise anyon census js taken- 
in the Province turns into a minority when t te ne. ^ jj S tr^ s - 

I am sure you can come to ° f ^ jsrS 1 

Cannot you contact Klıizr and the Vıceroy ^ lır geıtcy ot 
the attention of Churchill and Roosevelt to tı becont e jjn |tl 

demand immediate relief? B«ngal to duty 0 f th 

It i* the boun 

Ives ll,,İte ‘ 

- .,lled thenis flv 

1 > Cfl* ^ 

în Wnt*lrl Wnr II fVu* whn foucht against the |■ 
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Cannot you _ 

of defence against the Japanese. 











. to her aitl? They should bring rice and wheat from the 
Natİ ° J Bıazi| C °Cana<la and Australia who have more than they need. 

USA y 

nv 0 f oU r leaders here will refuse to strıke so pessımıstıc 
Perhaps m ^ - n keeping with m y practice of pouring out 

3 'T tt to vou I am vvriting these lines. Please forgıve me. 

nl y heaıt to 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

18th October, 1943 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

T am enclosing a cartoon that appeared in the Jugmur dated 7* October, 
The /«flifctr is the Bengali edition of the Amnta Uzaa, Pamka 
,94 „ed bv the same concern. İt shows to what depths of degradat.on 
ta Bengal can go. The cartoonist actually naakes fun of h,s go 

and çoddesses. 

n tsKM'pş 

They wıll retum on m 3 t0 finish by the 28th ınstant. 

bzt rs«s.e 

I am glad to inform you that when our next Bulletın ıs ıssued vve 
S UI publisf r fact tha/ sixty free grue. *nd ^ centres ^been 
cstablished throughout Bengal by the Muslnn Chamber of Co>nme^. 
These Centres vvill feed about 38,000 persons a day Tl» '* » ot 
achievement. Our work on this scale is made poss.ble because of he r 
mittances we receive from ali över India-thanks to your very kınd »ppeal; 
I have one satisfaction and it is that not one pıe of the money 
being vvasted or nıisappropriated by anvone. 


With kin d regards to Miss Jinnah and yourself, 


Very sincerely yours, 
HASSAN 



23rd October 1943. 


MOUNT PLEASANT AOAO. 

UALABAR KUL 


Dear Hassan , 

Uany thanics for your letter of the 18th of October alon^ 
tne enclosed cuttlng 6howlng> the cartoon İn but 1 oın 

4 Li»qa, Ali Khan. 
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qaid 


-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


1aö 1B not 60 good Û 6 to follotv thi B 
efrald. V B.engalee ^ 


Un Ufi6 


Horever, I *ept it and would like to 


you 




eaplaln İt to »e. 
it nıeanfl 

, an tfad that tn ° LeaSUe teatler6 ar ° "°* ln Be " 6ai tftat 
peoplo are doln& ali y° u can t0 relleTe the 6u «arlncş «hlu, 
L «11 accounts are really terrlbla. 

, Deve recalvad a cnegne for İd. 10,000/-, donatlon-ft-om Ms 

. uajesty, Kine İbne £aud, »nlcn I «av» dıspatched and I aa happ, „ 
tro» from you tnat the money İs properly utillzed. .The »Orlting 
Conraittee as you kno» İs golng to meet on the Oth and the Oduncu 
of the Aİl-India Müslim League meets on the I4th of'November and 
by tnat time we should be in o better posltlon to know how and 
»nere w e stand. I arn avvaitlng the report of Nawab İsmail Khan 
ahd Nawabzada Liaquat Alı Rhan, »ho are not» touring flengal ana »e 
oıll do ali v;e can to help Bengal. 

as regards the ecandaloıi6 ailegatlons a^aınst ydur fırm also İs 
a ffiatt.r tnat \,c shall cohsiaer, but it aecnıs to me from thls dis- 
' t,e P re ° e nt we ahould lgnore them anu treat thom wi^ 

ıf any »urther attempt of mudailnglng la made agalnst 
tne lntegrity of your flrB . „ i#-1 8ee ^ ^ ^ ^ 

have folloved İt very kaenly and eritin n 

1 ticaıly through tlıe preas 

reports and 1 fı nd that u ^ 

nen te are nakı„g a polıtlcal 0 sh °™> that our W°' 

““ 111.111 »hlch is appar.^^^ *' W a " d 11 ls due *° *° İİ ‘\ 

propaganda. must fail in their dl^ n 

l?Uh ’ ery “t ” 11 «garda to uı 

“t you 


nyraelf. 


rr ° ffi Mi»s Jinnstfı ^ 


îfoayg 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq. 
5, Caoao Street, 
Calcutta. 


Sincerely, 
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jvlr. Ji" nah: 

My deaf j etter 0 f the 2 3 rd instant, received on the 2 7 th 

, thank for y° U 




idem 


cartoon when we meet. 


ı *" the J " r "' ür TM . 

f Rs 10,000/- has not yet been received. It must be 

Your cheque o • to ’ uc hi ng the three lacs mark in cash donations 
on it* ' 1 i n ‘kind donations to the Chamber Fund. I am glad that 

and 0 b ne Sa ,' C eb n and N awabzada are P leaSed Wİth th? W ° rk that * beİng d ° ne ’ 

. m6s t he scandalous allegations against our firm, I think suffi- 
* T on said and there seems to be a lull for sometime. It ıs, of 
Cİent f T vou and the League to decide when they meet in Delhi whether 
"rd of unstinted service to the cause and to the people is silence 
ll nt ‘ wor d 0 f protest. So far as the Bengal Ministry goes, ıt has repeatedly 
Mnded us bouauets and has openly acknowledged our sacrifices and Services 
because they know that but for our service they vvould not have remaıned m 
office so lon<*. But the Ministry is called partisan and their utterances and 
statements are denied publicity even by “non-political” news Services İlke 
the A.P.I. Fancy the A.P.I. from here sending the factual statement of 
Suhravvardy regarding Ispanahis on the ı8th of October and yet not a single 
newspaper in the whole of India bar Calcutta, publishing it. It is now 
found that the fault lay with the A.P.I. office in Bombay. The Bombay 
office of the A.P.I. has struck us below the belt. The Government of 
Bengal are taking up the matter with the A.P.I. here and A.P.I. \vill reply 
that they have transmitted the message in its entirety. Bombay chokes every 
speech or statement in favour of the League and seems to give the fullest 
publicity to every utterance or statement of our enemies and yet the A.P.I. 
claims to be non-political. So much tripe and rubbish have filled the 
columns of every “Nationılist” paper in India regarding Ispaharis* transactions 
and dealings. When replies are given and nebulous charges are met and the 
allegations smashed to smithereens, they do not publisb them. This 
neither fair nor decent. The A.P.I. Bombay certainly owesan explanation 

If the Müslim League High Command cannot come to the assistance 

oes not defend those who serve the cause and the people and fight 

gaınst such unclean tactics, who will? And who will dare to serve when 
called upon ? 

W‘th kmd regards t o Miss Jiımah ancl yourself. 


ıs 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

* ea ding a g * re ’ assur * n g ^ et ^er dated November 1943 

<c 

nev er desert those aS ? Ure ^ ou t ^ ıat Muslini League High Command will 
aes itation to ad " 10 3re ° Ur M fri en ds but in this case, there can be 
0rds > and f a ı se . Yp 1 measures to repell ‘unclean tactics’ to use your own 
6 alle § a tions that are made”. 7 
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. r r Mr. P. N. Kaul, Deputy High Commi^i 
in early »9 1 £ ’ t0 me at the Moroccan National Dav R 0ner f or 

Inclia in Pakistan, c^ ^ rea(J an interesting article i n o^S 
and told me '• , . which nıy name and Services arm ^ 

W eekly magazmes onnd^ former , c $ ^ 

rr^ the writcr of the article. At my request, Mr. ^ 
BengaI, was 11 tw0 clayS later, markmg the relevant portj J 

T' M oÎote İn'lovv as an epilogue to the happenings vvhich paine j 

mcbeyo nd measure at the time: 

THE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF 1 NDIA 
September 6 , 1964 

THE I.C.S. AND 1-6 
By Moti K. Kirp a l ani 

1 • »«t nrpsented serious difficulties. Öwners 

against damp pilferage, danıage by insecıs. 

We failcd to find any agency that could heJp. 

Time was pressing and the Govemor, Sir John Herbert, called on ro 
onedayand said: “You have got to do something; you must act quıc ). 

I think I vvas fortunate tlıen to chance upon a man of great drive and 
resource, Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani, who had the necessary organisation, al y 
men and ready cash to undertake the task. We settled on the terms, w ıc 
\vere approved hy the Government. 

Loter the dea] with Ispahani came in for serious eriticisin at the hands 
of the Finance Minister, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, and others. ^ 
is easy to be wise after event. Ispahani blazed the trial which others follovved. 

It may be of interest to note that Mı*. Moti K. Kripalani was a 
Hindu and an İndian Civil Servant with an unblemished record ol 
integrity. Having been in an important chair at the time of d' e 
Bengal famine and having had top secret Information available to bü» 
and not being particularly a Muslim-lover but nevertlıeless a fcir " 
minded person, he bas chosen to record fact’s 7w r köıvn to 
hini. The only error he has made is i n the initials vvhiclı shoııM 
have been M.A. (Muza Ahmad, nıy elder hrother) instead of M.A-H- 
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MORE ABOUT THE MAN 


I Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a man ol slender build and gave the 
K eSSİon that a slight touch vvould throvv him off physical balance. 

lif, was an incorrect appraisal. Though be looked emaciated, he 
1 _ '' stro ng and courageous. When he avas approaching the age of 
i Eentv and was exhausted with work that vvould have broken the 
Bback of a man thirty years younger, he met the unexpected dagger 
I atack of a young Khaksar fanatic, bearing the name Rafique Saber, 
at his residence in Bombay in the last week of July, 1943. 

I wrote to him from Calcutta on July 28 as belovv: 

My deaı* Mr. Jinnah: 

Providence has been most merci ful to the Muslims of India tor having 
spared your lite by giving you tlıe presence of mind to parry the assassin’s 
dagger. 

May you recoveı* speedily and mey you live long to guide and serve 
■ your people.... ö 6 

....My brother Mirza Ahmad must have called on you. 

With kind regards, 

Your s very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

V He relieved my anxiety by replying on August 3, as under: 

M y dear Hassan: 

I G d Many tllanks for y° Lir tele gram and your ietter. Don’t worry. Thank 

I wishes I am alrİ§ht ’ m ° re when we meet * Thanking you for your good 

I LurV^^ ma< ^ r. ^ ere anc * ^ ^ ıa< ^ a ^ on § w ith him and he has left for 

w ili soon be in Calcutta and teli you ali about it. 

I Wıth kindest regards from Miss Jinnah and myself, 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JİNNAH 
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The young man came t o sec him with murder ■ 

goal. Seeing no one around, he whipped o U t his t° 4 «ct 
towards the Qaid. The Qaid, who was gifted with ^ 
mind, spontaneously stretched his long arm and got 
assassin’s wrist, hcld it down wilh the strength he *- ,lrnrı ^y of^ 
called out to his Assistant Secretary, A. Y. Syed, who was - SCSSe( * N 
room. The culprit was apprehended and the lavv court a ^ ne xt 
the punishment he richly deserved for his cowardJy attack^ ^ 
eJderJy and respected person. c ° n an 


The Qaid told me that he had retained his calm throughout l, 
dastardly attack and acted as if nothing worth mentioning had take 
place. lo us and to the rest of India, he had proven that he vvas^ 
brave man and physically strong for his advanced age. 

By precept and practice, Mohammed Ali Jinnah has shown that 
not only can life be cİean but that political life and the life ofastates- 
man can also be immaculate. He has demonstrated that to evengaina 
vital objective for the people whom one serves, one has not to resort 
to dııbious methods. To him the cause always took precedence över 
se . I Ic wore himself out and died because self, as it concerns the 
average politician, veteran or new convert, d id not concern him. It 
vvas the cause and the goal which mattered. 

I can narrate several incidents which I had the privilege to 

erve uring the years that I worked as his political disciple. I shall 
çite just one. 1 r 


Le Jr Z, y , I946 ’ 7 hen the P ost "war elections to the Bengal 

s:, -s '«i ■..... ««M.., r.. *• 

for a dcar friend of mine 31 Ca,cutta > tıav,n g made " f 

constituency vvhiclı) had repreTem ^f 0ruddin > in the South Calc “ t * 
before the closing of the nomi e ^ f r ° m ! 937 until 1946. Tvvo da) s 
much to the surprise of elder^ ^ 1 ate > a member of the Chamben 
Haji Davvood, filed his nominal- eaders like the late Sir Adamjj* 
standing persuasion and pr e s.sm'° n , papers as a candidate. Notvvith' 

le 1 c hjsed to withdraw. 


It was at this time that Q aid _ 

Calcutta. One evening, just as he tn fTı arrive d to stay with us in 
drive Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, one of Sur retuı ™d home after 3 
friend, rushed inwith the news that h e if?* P oIi ticians and an 
opponent and had finally succeeded i n a long talk Avith rtij 

condıtıon that I rcfunded to him R s . ^ o/ d ', n g hi m to withdraw oü 

money deposited b)' j 


Scanned by CamScanner 





95 


M< mı 


. AB OUI IIII MAN 


i İn¬ 


li ın ı ‘ 


. Tl,,- Oaid, who had not 

•’ itU'•’ SİSİ 


. "J'S" î'SCarro» '“""j , ml irc( tly bribc to gct a cancIKiatc 

İ1‘-" ' lV( „-as: " l>a I", u ınuc tlıat lıis offer is ıe)ected. 


olie»' 


I« 


Un>| 

nM;’*,. 


IH' 


ver. 
| 1 


; |VİI İlim at ° ncc 


ı«' 


||.' sS * 


lı.' v 


AH 


W ' 


II lig h ‘ 


, I cinken for a moment but 
. |Uİ,n,an Slddl«|l ho vould eonvey the Qakl’s 

Al .!!',İ,U"I W' t ' on,| ’ oS j'; ’ thc l, al k vcrandah and settled m 
H"* , idt. VVo nıovod o , j that was the 

-fi#*-». **%?{£%* politics is eve» mor, 

‘İ W 4 İh. bocausc if you do *>meth.ng w»ng .n 

than ,, cü ple who dcpcnd on you . Ol 

vüU İd I ti o Othervvıse? 


| îmf 
juiblh 

ttUll sc 


U\ 


hurt 

how coııi 


The elcction w 

İthal of my opponc 

\lter reading Kanjı D\\*r 


,-e, I agr^’J i 

, s heU | in tlue course and not one vole, not even 
n i, w as en s t in his ballot box. 

ir badas’s book* recentlv, I realised that 

U J n Kaııji Dvvarkadas s vvortls, 1 narıate. 

»h ı o 26, I i imalı w as a candtdate for the Central Legislative Assembly 
İroni the Mohammedan Constituency in Bombay. He vvas over-eonfident 
of succcss and took no pains to organise an eleetion campaıgn. Ruttıe , 

Sir Puıslıottamdas Thakurdas and 1 weıe worried andamused at Jurnali s 
over-confidence bocausc ali tlıe time Jinnah \vas saying The electoratc. 
is on its trial’. Iıı tlıe eııd, Sir Burs bot tamdas antl 1 , tlıeıefore, canvassed 
forvotes for lıim lı om tlıe captains of a Stoamslıip Company. What happened 
on the eleetion day is \vorth recording. Quite unasked, Jinnah s Hindu 
friends sent hini at least ıoo cars to enable İlim to gct his Muslini voters to 
the polling bootlıs. Thcy vvrote to hini tlıat owiııg to the Comınunal 
elcctoratcs, tlıey could not cast ıheir votes for hini but tlıey vvould at least 
( b soıne service to tlıe Motlıcrland by lıelpiııg Jıinı to w in. the eleetion by 
si'ing Kim their cars. riıe rest of tlıe story is told in my letter of tlıe 7tk 
'enılıc1 1 t 0 tlıe ‘Bombay Chronicle*: 

1 i j || 

BirbaP ' ) ou phasc let nıe correct a nıis-statement ıvlıich appeared in 
hvo decades^ ^ ^ ^^ lün ' c ^ c 3 r( f November? He says tlıat about 
^ or theMoha J ^ 0 ' ı^ 1 Hussenblıai Laljce who vvas contesting the eleetion 
' v ' t Kdrew mUv < r ia,l * Cat ^° ni ^ ıe ^‘ l ) r ^°r the Central Legislative Assembly 
c * ec tion, Tlıis Ul °* İsınalı in spite of tlıe fact tlıat he vvas vvinning the 
mit tıue. 1 Kese are the facts. Tlıere \vere three 

t» Cİlâs hght For P. 

lr3, Jinnah. ^ ° m l S>»3-i937 (1966). 
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candidates —Mr. Jmnah, Mr. Salebhov BarodaıvaHa and Mr. Htmenbhov 
Lalje-o. Bv 10 in the morning. there vvas no doubt as to what the resuf t 
would bc, as tor cverv ten votes that Mr. Jmnah was geıting, the other tw 0 
candidates werc lnrdlv »ettin» four. Be fon? mid-day, Mr. Baroda% Va U a 
approached Mr. |innah and suggested t Kat Mr. Jmnah shouid request hi m to 
Nvithdravt as then it nvouIcI make it easy lor him to w.thdra«. Mr. J mna} , 
vcn politelv saıd that it \vas not for him to ask hım to wıthdraw and he did 
not mind his camin» on the fight ti 11 the cnd of the da>. W ithin halfan hour, 

Mr. Barodavvalla* withdrew. A little later, Mr. Hussmbhoy Laljee wh 0 
realised that Mr. Jinnah was scoring heavily, approached him with a requ e st 
that he might be asked to \vithdraw. Mr. Jinnah told him to carry on and 
he would not ask him to withdraw. Votes were recorded right till l ate 
in the afternoon and Mr. Jinnah had a thumping majority agaınst the two 
other candidates.” 

When lauded for his reputation for incorruptibility, the Q a id 
\vould retort that those \vho praised did not please or honour hini. 
To him it \vas natural for human beings to be honotırable and 
impeccable in the ir dealings and unnatural to be othervvise. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah \vas a tough task master. He drove 
himself as hard as he drove others. If something had to be done, it 
had to be done quickly. He had no time to \vaste. Food, rest and 
sleep had to \vait their tum. İt \vas his urge to forge ahead with his 
work as speedily as possible \vhich prevented him from eating and 
resting at the right hour and which, in later years, sapped his energv 
taster than he could replace. It was this overtaxation of his naturallv 
. ^ody, particularly during the last fe\v vears of his life, that made 
him an easy victim of tuberculosis, which ailment took him to his 
I grave. I remember servants announcing lunch or dinner \vhen he uas 
busv dıscussmg a problem or dictating a draft or a letter. He ’vvould 
takenonotice. His sister, Miss Fatima Jinnah, tired of waiting for her 
rot er, would sonıetimes put in an appearance and sav that the food 
was geUıng cold. He would politely reply, “ Just a fevv more minutes” 
°r say Go and start and I shall join you in a while”. But the little 

rkp "u r r tU r med İnt ° a lon S while - Hc had to do his vvork first and 
thenthmkof food and other things. 

accuracv a ™ * meticul ously methodical man and insisted on 

have time for * no P at ^nce \vith vagueness. He equally did nC ’ 
one w to , A° r C f OU ' A eme a —'Iv-minclecl person. With k«J; 

İ^ 0,1C WanteC ' M ' - ' İn ' iah l ° SCrİ 


too' rauch'of 8 ^’ '"l had n ° tİme for se ntiment. He app 

' üt a real,5t »d down-to-earth man. He did not |«- 


ıeare> 


a <° 
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, 

re wı 


rtatuıe "hich sought to betnend everyone or Vo love many. By 
1 " he vvas inclined to be reserved, althongh he changed sub- 
n * tia |lv this respect durıng the closing stages of his life He 

?La ver)' few ’ indeed ‘ Love to him was »»t » cheâp commoditv 

—hic-h he çould give away in basketfuls. J 

t 1 '' - 

1 remember Khwaja Nazimuddin, member of the AJl-India 
Müslim League Working Committee and a respected political figüre of 
Ben gal, being taken seriously ili at New Delhi in the first week of 
Aprll, 1946. There were symptoms of a mild heart attack..He was 
rushed to hospital and admitted as a private patient. Having heard 
thathis illness was serious, while \ve were at Mr. Jinnah’s residence, 
the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad and 1 decided to visit oıır stricken 
friend and colleague and told Mr. Jinnah of our proposed visit to the 
hospital and enquired if he would like to visit Khwaja Nazimuddin 
as well. We were rudely shocked and tongue-tied vvhen we heard 
him say that if he took to visiting the sick and ailing önce, he vvoııld 
have to devote most of his time to this duty and vvould not have 
cnough hours in which to do his important work ııpon vvlıich the 
futuıe of the Muslims of the sub-continent depended. After ııttering 
these vvords, he svvitched his attention back to the pile oi papers 
vvhich surrounded the green leather chair in his study. We left his 
ıoom disappointed and wcnt to the hospital to find, much to oıır 
surprise, Khvvaja Nazimuddin pacing up and dovvn his roonı and as 
cheerful as a lark. He greeted us vvitb the happy nevvs that nothing 
had göne vvrong vvith his heart and that he had suffered from indigestion 
resulting from his indiscreet behaviour at the dining table. 

Mr. Jinnah vvas gifted vvith an inexhaustible store of vvill povver. 
Önce he decided upoıı a course ol action, no persuasion or argument 
would distract him from that course. İf, for example, he decided 
tu go somevvhere or not to take more than a quantity fixed by him ol 
l°°d or other relreshment, no amount ol persuasion and no temptation 
''ould vvring a change in his resolve. He had so disciplined hiıusell 
l ‘jat he could, vvithout stress and strain, resist ali temptations and 
Peadings. Yet, hard and detcrmined as he vvas, his hardness vvas 
ccasiorıally lined vvith sentiments and appreıiation. 1 shall not forget 
°ne incident vvhich brought to the fore this little-knovvn lacet d his 
ar acter. I s ] la || narra ^ e j^. 

au n ,/î Has an evening scssion ol the All-Jndia Müslim hea u 
^ M S<:SSİOn « Delhi in , 943 - The Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad 
the l dmed with Mr. Jinnah and Miss Fatima Jinnah and as tim 
'ğ me ııcement of the session vvas fası approachıng, vve oo 


İf 
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of 


, , în oU r seats as members of the Worki n „ ( . 
w g> ’" d * va | Instead of saying “Go ahead” he aslfj u ^\ 
bet T»e v nted us both to acconrpany h.m and Miss Ji^H, 
!’«*■ H r İS tommand came as a great surpr.se to us b 
sesston. y- yy e ( ] roV e to the sessıon m the sarrıe 

C - Ul ^’ınrMıer illustrioııs brother. On alighting at the u ate . 
Kal,'the Raja and I stopped to permit our leader ,o ntake * 
usual spectacular entry, accompanıed by his s,ster, am.dst th„J 
chcers and applause from the gatherıng of över a akh, vvelco^ 
theirhero and tlıeir leader who ıvas hghtmg the Brıtısh and the Hindi! 
to establish lor tlıem a homeland in the sub-continent. T 0 (> > 
astonishment, the Qaid did not move forvvard. He asked Ll s both to 
joiıı hini and Miss Jimıah and ordered that \ve foıır should vvalk in on? J 
liııe. As we covered the distance ol about one hımtlred yards >vhidı 
separated the gate İroni the dais, he turned to one of us and ıvithaj 
expression ful! of cheer said: “My boys, are you not delighted to set 
suclı a spectacle? See the large crowd assembled tonight? Have we 
not grow,ı tremendously in a short time? I wanted you both tu 

servi^vm^r U S ° tliat * C ° U ^ s ^ 0w m > appreciation of the 

*> the peoph" Ve euu| 1 | “h 'e * he Lea S ue ancl also t0 sho " ,hii 

“tning from a man remıte/tn VVf ° U , r earS ' Th ' S " arm geStUrf ’ 
u nexpccted but it cc ' ta| , be cold and matter-of-fact, was totallv 

als ° haJ . «ithin hi s r rai " demonstrate that the man of iron 

1U ’ 1 Nıman and appreciating hcart. 

01 his chancter° another 'ncident t II il ;J 

Lnt to 1 Nustrate the humansıde 

| eader\7| rCtUrn fro n. E uı . 

UiV'V 5 *" ot;;” tV; ' 1 Srought fornn 

him, caı-• • 0n ^ r . |i nn ,ı ' ^ l he ti nip . ' VVOr n with the dınner 

kn >. && V «»Hicst 6 'l“ at Karachi - A* * 


<nou n 

neck v’ " aS f °«d 
\Vh e 


^est - 

I §ifts vvith PP 0 rt unity, l vvent to s# 
Z 1 **». <tnd n V: Mr - Jmnah, as is 

n eh^V'^'d-ty lr' t0 the’t" Se, ^t o U arl) ’ P artial tü S°° 

to tie°, n ,0 'tim, he expr fSSf 

that he ^ing ı», .>Hed ‘jl Said , “Well, th<* 


'“Oldm’,1 ’^ s ''i' sİ^ti^t ^ S C 0talrCaCİV 
1 . 


‘' erc ali ti*,-"' 'n, p 

' "'«> li İ5 Us 


t“'vn , v t>osy . 

l0| t .1 ' Vs su 
u ''n ı '''t t | 1 

J l ' a n<h ^ 


w e re o 

VP' ised me an^ 



0> No” he sa'^’ 






İfi 


f oP 
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“Pakistan w as not the product of the condu ^ conscious of it. 

Hindus. İt had abvays been there, on y they were ^ ^ 

Hindus and Mtıshms, thoug l '' ın S h alvvays tvvo separate 

had never been blended ınto one natıon, they . ( 

entities.’ Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Alig ar ^> 

March 8, 1944- 
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bu elde; 


on th, 


**the bovvs are ,11 ready-made wjlh 

napv of the ncck. I told him that no fashionable mm 
Cıade bow and it «as time that he learnt tvi,m onı h 1 "“ty- 
Iked m e to teach him and I, vvilh great pleasun- , a Ş rc f d an 'l 

İonsibility. Using my right tbigh aAhe ?*"- 

«n times to shmv hım how it is first knotted and brought into " 7"' 
Lpe thereafter He watched my demonstration with the teenni ,7' 
schoolbov and then sa.d that he would İlke to try a hand at b ow tvil’ 
His etforts «ere very poor and unrevvardine at l c ast f or the fimr i 
til)1 es, then the bo« began to lake shape and to assume a reasottble 
appearance We talkcd tor a «hile about my trip since «e parted in 
London and hc then went back to the business of tying a bow W hen 
1 lelt, 1 certıfied that he had graduated in the school for knottina a boıı 
tie and that hc should, hereafter, discard ali ready-made bows and take 
to hand tying. The months and the years which follovved W ere so 
heavily laden with responsibility and ıınceasing hard work that I do not 
kııow if the Qaid had an opportunity to don his dinner jacket two or 
thıee times, before he fell seriously ili and from \vhich sick bed he did 
not rise again. 1 have narrated this little episode to show ho w human 
hc was and hovv interested he \vas in learning even small things inspite 
ol his tremendous pıeoccupation and the heavy load of responsibility 
he carried on his frail but \villing shoulders. 

Qaid-e-Azam, as 1 have stated earlier, possessed a strong will and 
it \vas, therefore, a Herculean task for anyone to change it. Manv a 
time he took the chair at a Working Committee meeting w itli his 
nıind made up on the couı sc of aetion he \vould advise his colleagues 
to take and yet \vould listen patiently to their speeches and sugges- 
tions although they may have run eounter to his Iine of thinking. 
He \vould then procecd to demolish the arguments vvlıich did not 
ht into his pattern of thinking and \voııld do his best to ivin över the 
obstinate. He \\ould not rest unlil he got his \vay. Even in meetings 
xv, th other Party leaders and the Britislı, be \vould not eross the lıııe 
be had dravvn, ıvhateveı* the threat, persuasion or inducement. İt 
xvas ün extı*emely rare occasions that he ıvould bend even slighth. 

İt was a comınon saving ot the Qaid that il one has laith in ''hat 
ht undertakes and in vvhat he does, he puts into the job his best 
e n eavour and when success attends him, his joy is g 1 ^’ 11 a,u 

«itb thankfulness. He would often say, “Have laith and yoa 
I tr ‘ unı pb“, W hat a splendid attitude of mind and inspıratıon 
US al1 - «'d and young. 

'de would g,j to greaı lengths to seek or mamtaın unlt ) 
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.. k i \ \ı ,\S I KINI'V» 
qA1I>*1-AZAM as 

t , I ut u hcn İt ılashed with a | 
that unıt\ meaııt sllcll S 1 , s ı 0 od oııt and prcvaikvi 


knevv 

mental principle. 


l| lHİ a . 


|'e. il is the lattcr 


IHIt ■ 

lıiclı stood oııt and prcvailed 

, .Ifcciplined nıan and hc att * ç ! ,wl hi gh v ,| 
■ \ 1 „r<raniscd socıctv e,,1,1.1 


Qaid-e-A*ım was .1 ,11» 1 orga nisccl socicty coul.i „ 

m disciplmo in Üh- lor reac h«l disciplinc anıl caM Ct | 

,*\ist, mudi less lluıiîidı. . J ı cn crno tion got tVıe better „f ,1 
discipline even at a lov ing eye on their hero and £ 

masscs ıvho had galini , tJte u | our natıon to th,. r „ 

hear hin, give advice and to ality that a couple „f ^ 
Hc was giftcd ıvıth Mich a » ^ in<]cx finger pomting to war(h 

to ordcr över a mıcrop > • n . r t hedlam into pin-drop silence 

the gathcring, «ere adequat, to 

_ t m, 0 ft.uttered and oft-cpıoted renıarks vvas : »Yo# 
O"', 0 ' 1 J iF vou „ ant to achievc your destıny and votc f 0r 
must be dijcıphnc J I ^ ^ upon b y your Party to do s 0 ”. | t 

even a lamp po^ ) mıonctic influence created in his one 

was the discipline him to vvrendi from £ 

hundred nıı >on Hindus a homeland for the 

ZfeKs^tS ln ,hid, vve ant. our children .ive at 

[ free people without fear ol dommat.on or pcn>ecııt on. I 

No onc vvill appıeciatc the extent to vvhich the three norıls 
vvhich appear on our national emblem-Faıth, l nıty. D'scıpme-j 
auided the Father of Pakistan in his daily lite and thoııgh, and1 «h, 
he presentcd them to the ııation for ali time to come. VVıth Faıth, 
Unity and Discipline he was eonfident that the people ot Pakistan, 
his children, would surmount handicaps, hurdles, trials and tnbulations 
and meet any onslaught on their frecdom with determınatıon and 
\vith valour. 

Qaid-e-Azam could not coııntenance or forgıve dishonourable 
or unfair conduct. Several instances can be cited in support. İlere 

is one: 


1( J C 

On February 20, .946, simultaneous armouncemeııts weıi‘ 111 
in the tvvo Houses ol Parliament intimating the Cabinet s decisio^ 
to send a delegation to lndia to negotiate the transfer ol povvei " 

İndian leaders. The three members \vere Lord Petbick-La>M^ n . 
Secretary of State for lndia, Sir Stafford Cripps, President ol * 
board of Trade, and A.V. Alexander, First Lord of the A dıu "‘ a . 

■ cconhng to Prime Minister Attlee’s statement in the Con^ 1 * 0 
1e . Alinisters vvere proceeding to lndia with the express Jin 
- 11 ass l s t the Indians to achieve freedom as quicklv an^ ı1 
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,„ rnl Q r Government that they nould nant was lor 
„ „ossibl*-. 1 hc S ecide . He hoped that on the attainment ol 

thc P l„dians (|cc j de to remsin a member of the Common- 

Ireedom. Illd,: say t hat the British Government was mındlul 

Health- He 'vcu on »o j ^ ^ bc lb , e to hve free from 

hand, «e cannot allovv the minör,ty to place a 

,ear - t hc advance of the majority.’ 
to on uıt 


.r i ı ti r p from the President of 

ThİS .. '“î. "Tho Jl proİ'y declared that the Muslims nere 
the Muslini Lea P nation and Muslin, co-operatıon nould 

“I l" fortbconıing ıl the Cabinet Mission proceeded on any other 

assumption. 

.1 f'ahinet Mission arrived at Nen Delhi on March 

H T Tl,e "atler of the Mission, Lord Pethick-Lanrence tried 
, ,946. The leam jll-advised utterance by remarkmg. 

,o remove the efiect ot Altlcc S “ ,., a| .„ e mımbers> it nould not 

"Whilethe Congressa,ertpıes me 8 rely a minority political 

Tİ 4*—' - *• 

P ' ■. >ıl 

communıtv. 

, fook D | ace durina the Cabinet Missioıı's stay in the sub- 
continen't non fonns part of history and these pages need not reproduc e 
the eveııts in detail. 

I may here State another instance of dishonourable conduet 
nhich the Qaid could not condone even though the person mvolved 
an old Q time and trusted eolleague. This happened durrng S,r 
Staflord Cripps Mission to India in the Sprmg o ,942, " en 
situatioıı was 1101 a happy one loı Britain. 

The VVorkiııg Committee of the Muslini League, like ıts rıval 
the Congress VVorking Committee, nas eııgaged m holding onc 01 
t\vo nıeetings a day to consider the suggestions, pıoposa s aıu coın 
pıoposals springing from vaı ious camps, ineluding, o c ° ll '^ e ’, ,' 
Stafford s. After a dav or tvvo, it became patent to us in t o o) ' ^ 

Committee that someone A\as leaking details ouı de ıcıatıon. 
to the Hindu press of Delhi. As we were ali men of honoıır m nhom 
the Müslim nation had trust and as ouı* head \vas no ot cr tıa 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, their idol, there grew much dıscomhture 


„ )' f Mçnon: The Transfer o] Poner in Indicı. 
2 Ibid. J 
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102 ' , . 0 fher in silence and the situat 

. Pach one su-spected jM . 

amongst us. t* cm barrassmg 

became '" cıc rais ed by one ol the memb ers 

next dav the matter ' _ ^sed surp rise and shame th* 
r vmittce meeting and P sholl kl leak out to the press ari( | 

•;} ! l ’e C1 eKoftheWorkingCom^ bha and the Sikhs to pre pare 
the senet Cong ress, the ift | y jf and when they vvere 

‘I 1 " LÎlnd to meet our Sjr S r a fford Cripps. Mr. Jirtnah, 

presented ihrough our irrespo nsibility and unreliabi|i t) . 

I ho was himselt unhappy ove sse d hts d.spleasute and 

of a member or nrembers s memb ers to «member that they 

vvithout naming anyone by v irtue of the.r h.gh posıt.on of 

owed aduty to the M us ' ml it bvg iving outsecret Information, 

trust and thattheyshou d no b 7 an d our enemıes an equal 

r1 -*» ■"a ît; 

amount of good. He t q Qns not on ly to so-called fnends 

reporting the ast o u most trus ted relations and friends. 

and the press but a p n( had issue d a mild vvaming, potent 
We were happy tha honourable man, and felt that ıt \vould 

r ”; «üxr“; z z z: m w *.»«■*, 

SDM" i.liıential Englli d.il, »<*.«« ıh. 
t carried reports which contained some Information cd svhat had taken 
i p| ace behind elosed doors in the diningroom of 8B, Hardınge Avenue, 

I Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan s residence. 

Önce more the matter was raised in the Committee and the 
Pı-esident expressed his sad disappointment and shame that notuith- 
standing the request and waming of the previous dav, news shoulo 
have again found its way to the press. Every member assured the 
President with equal confidence that be had not committed the 
offence. 

Alter the meeting, each member engaged himself in trying to 
d i sco ver the source vvhich was responsible for the leakage. Ali vere 
understandably anxious to trace the culprit. So Nevv Delhi becanıe 

ı C ', f ^ n ^ eAera ^ ^herlock Holmes were suddenly let loose to 
solve the baffling mystery. Suffice it to say, various independenl 

ZTT e , t0 , the Mme »“«. « old, loyal and trusted W** 

- wXounht°T " İnnah was »f- The nervs about the culpr 
«rCtl h "’' l ' V r* members in secreey. İt w* >? 

trusted But oerT'"''! ı-ı s baken his confidence in one «ho"' 1 
to son «Mn/noUe dİslik -. » usual. had to 

8 °" Cr and the .V <bd, When the nevv VVorking O* 
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Müslim League was announced, this particuV metnWs 
[ tl^e ^ f r0 ın the ^ ıst ‘ e P aK l ^ e P nce ^ or His UuYıs- 

piissing , n() ot her motive, and Mohammed Mi p nnaU 
V "’f he barb ° U thouch the execution was probably most painful 
> n d ’ t i,e ^ e J n had to give way to discipline. 


Sen' 1 " 1 


lıi' 1 ' 


. fnr not revealing the name because it will 
sha ll be forg' ven J {he pa inful incident. Besides, both the axer 


1 si»" , b ! int erest of the pain 
,Jd‘» tl ’, C " e n0 more in our mıdst. 

‘G aıc 


5 ,ı,c axt ’ 


ı ■ ft-prl with a balanced temperament. 

Moham med AU Ji" n ‘ person or cause one day nor 

He «as neither as hot as H>e indiffere nt, the n “ t But t0 S1X 

rtt didfo^rve'rsttlrvvU. wo U ld be t o <len y the 


i r\ ^.A7am’s character was 
One of the prominent traits in the^Qa ^ ^ the hilt or he did 
his tnıst ani confidence. He e.ther ^ ^ he rooved cau tiously 

not. When he entertamed n was a bad egg, he struch 

and when he was convınced that p one man ^ some 

bisname off the list. This happened to mo ^ occupying at 

»ere big personalities, havıng occup con vinced 

Ae «ime high positions under Bntrsh Rule. t he 
«hat a person was a bad keeper of accounts o, „ t he we nt 
or render accounts for the money en rus »Dendin? on vital 

and not a rupee would be handed to hım even »Leone 
and urgent propaganda. He vvould cntıust t e url frecıuently 

«W in the group and make him accountable lor thcm. f? ınt l s to 

tappened in the days when the Bengal Muslini League ne 
ex pand its activities and to fıglıt elections. 


But when he trusted one, he did not falter unless disillusıonment 
( ’ a ' v aed upon him later. Even if the person so trusted did sonıet uıg 
went ^u^o;c^rl nor was he suspected o 


J p'jıı ıııııı laut ı . JCvtıı uıt 1 f 

ıt \vrong, he \vas neither chastised nor was he suspecte o 
b he cause.” He vvas charitable in his interpretation anc K 
t fite motives. He used to say: “He erred in his judgement, 

(no(: do it to undermine the League.’’ 


" s elling 

not imput 


^ a kist^° rt ^ an once vy hen I went abroad for Müslim League ı 
' v öula n P r °P a g a nda, he told me that he had implicit tnıst in nıe < 

t' PUt nrv _! J. ... _ cn^nflil 


and 

and 


0 - 1 vv/ıv * uıv Liıat 11 tıavi uıij^uv n ^ -- 

K v e n n ° ^înitation. either on my activities or on ıny spending. 

re H^ste \V' am ^ assac ^ orıa * assignment to the United States, vvhen \ 
n'nı to pive me a*._ i.? __ _ı_ 1_ ^ 4 - 4^ mp the 


j ^v.* 1 kiVy v I 1 1 C V. 11 

Nvould be permitted 


_ or at least to teli me the 

to go, he brııshed aside my 


Qr*otınad romCnonnar 




Q Al 


I) 


. s « ^ 
y.***» A 


U >4 


relv on your judgement a „ a 

.pil *- an : n good i altlı. 

,ru»l ) oü ou woul<l err ■" f. 

"'M'" *' “C; İl r» e "' r , the umc of my «sigmnen, , 0 
report»' 1 events »• 1 a broatl havıng be CI1 

»rth rec# l|in S a ljtt |c hes " J utv 5 .'' He heard m y re *>o„ 

. soldier yoUQnnot 

«Ut of are " rdC o’ A nd ' ° be >' e 

:;:i:«wicc. *.- . incident wh .ch b^ to * «*, 

l , w ,,na,rMei r ; | ;;‘ Q :; d °.scharactcr: 

o |İK ' r flCCtS Mlvor and at the time leader of 

, »asi Deputy m v ’ , tto Corporation when nty 
' '"'i' Teafioe Party in llıe . can didate for the Mayoralty 

|,ar l’, Un «ar Jnmencing Apnl 

for < lu> ) fre Working Committee 1 

afterıny nonıination, “ T", a s the Cabinet Mission «İ 

- -- j »d-» •»« t 




When 1 returnecl, Qaid-e-Azam had moved to Sinik- 
of my ı eturn, lıe asked nıe to lıınch and whcn 1 arrived ^ 


After my nomı V. . Marrlı 22 as tne uw ' , “ 

« summoned to Delh. on M ^ Ca|cutta after having given the 

,0 ar,ive tlıere on March H- , f R be for a day, to attend the 

assurance that I for the year. While 1 »as busy ıvith 

first meeting of the Coıpo | received intinutıon froffl 

the Working Comımttee^ ^ S’ had , eft .Cakutta, Mr. H. S. 
Abdur Rahman Sıddıq r .1 Councillors ol the Corporation 

..of the Corporation) and 

( ,t may be note « mem bers reversed in favour ol an unknown 

t’hoöL'steTTn Zakaria Street, called Mohammed Osman, a Bihan 
I» orijin. I ıvas distressed that a man ol Suhraıvardy s stature shou 
haveacted in this fashion and, particularly, in my absence. Houeter, 
I did not teli the Qaid wlıat had happened in Calcutta and went bac 
to be preseni at the first meeting ol the Corporation in vs ıic^ 
Mohammed Osman \va_s elected Mavor. As a disciplined man I aıcep 
the reversed decision engineered by Sııhra\vardv, \vithout arguın 
or ıancour. 


the 


’ T"“ Füri "" >M» *o preseni the 

Müslim dcmantl for h mc A to tour »*»e USA and the Continent «P la tra ,.lf 
J^gation A couplc of months later, he made mc M ^ 4 1 

Müslim young mpn J Government ofîndia to the Middle East where my _ , 

Au suu H , , 8 947 nen clltl great work for Pakistan which becanıe a 
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“M .-II o Mı\ M a yor { 

, om ed me in the follovving^rnjş. ^ J 

he ;;:' k and congnatu'at.ons^e | ^ ^ ^ Mayor . Truly, h.s 

vVelc° n *; ns were »ut ol P la « come this?”, he » id - 1 

f l ic jtat ,onS | shock. Ho " . ■ : ı_ “Suhravvardy! 

^Afo-r'rnıoroenf’s rcflectıon ( “j" P ^ w hat happened?” was 
reply- A 'j. “ycs, Suhrawardy. . w him hovv Suhrawardy 

1 then Tguestio" at tl,e table ' ' j hi ‘ s own leadership, sabotaged the 
■Ha <Esence, tor ^Vouncillors and Alderman and 


1 t nuestıon r i OW n leadersmp, 

,hf nn ı» q v absence, tor [ e Councillors and Alderman and 

5 ld ; decision of the Musl,m , d f and had w orked hard to secure for 
|!ad substimted h's o"" can id (heıcafter was, Yes; o not 

S'nd. my boy”. My reply «as as bnef. Ce.ta.nly, 


, . nn ti C ed that vvhenever opportunity oftered, he 

Since tben, sib ) e m issions particularly outsıde the 

entrusted me " 1 , to indirectly express his confidence m 

- “î» a»”- - 

Suhravvardy. 


| have narrated this story because the follow-up is interesting. 


İn .946 as I have recorded elsevvhere in these pages, Subra- 
. -vvardy, vvho vvas a member of Khvvaja Nazimuddin s Cabinet and vvas 
much encouraged by the latter for his hard work and bnlliance, 
scuttled his leader’s ship to launch his ovvn as Prime Minister ot 
Bengal. Nazimuddin, as I have stated previously, withdrew from 
political activity and declined to seek eleetion to the Legislatııre 
because he did not \vant two tactions to be created in the Müslim 
League, which woııld certainly have vveakened it against the 
Opposition. But, in a year’s time after he quit offıce, the Müslim 
League Party in the Bengal Legislatııre realiscd the mistake it had com- 
mitted and the East Pakistan seetion of the Party eleeted Khvvaja 
Ip a2 '. mu ^^' n as ‘ ts h^ader in preference to Mr. Suhravvardy. At 
snat*h°?' ^ az ‘ mu( ^' n rctook the reins of ofiıce vvhich had been 
There t ^ r0ni ^' s his ovvn colleagııe in the Cabinet. 

the p tei -’ Suh,awarcl y ^ oun( l himself high and drv, vvith no post in 
Pıovmcıal or Central Government. ' 


bus '"R Hidal.t"ı| t bubra "' aı 'dy at a diniler given by Mr. G hu lam 
r ,e »nd.habl, a m m KarJc . hi earl . v in Auguırt, 1947. he took me to 
[ v ! e4r<i °f service r * l* 101 arı< ^ sa * ( ^ a nıournful tone that afreı* ali the 
^ to Wk f or * e ^ us ^ ms » he vvas no w out ol everything and 

soı t of employment to keep himself aetive. L 
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was so 
about 


ı m see Qaid-e-Azam and talk , 0 
, touched that 1 ,^ C J did a day or two Üter. ” 1 ' 

SUhr * Wa 5 ’ 0a id-e-Azam and pleadcd with hin, t), 

When 1 s P oke ,'? ' in e t elligcncc and capability ahould not be ^ 
a man of Suh,a W ardy s n « give us added strength wh ich ^ 

out and that his ınclu, d jnto n,y eyes wıth surpr.se and SJld . 
so sorely needed, he look ^ ask i„g me to do something ^ 
“What! Hassan commg what he has been doıng to y 0l , a|| 

Suhrasvardy? And that t * , said : “Yes, sır. Hassan is J 

these years?” In a subd “ 1 , ions . He does not matter What m a, tcrs 
one out of ninety od d | to yo u to utilise his intelli ge „ t( , 

is our country, Pak,st ' f or form.” He agah, said, "D 0 you 
and Services in son, e nam, ^ ^ , do .> Hc threw hfe ^ 

really nıean it.' ^ w hj] e and then said: “Well, 1 thınk I Q „ 
back and thouglı . ^ sen(J hjm out as my Personal R c . 

do something * Muslin, and Middle Hastern countries to explai„ 
presen tatıve V . under stand us better. Hc will be girendi 

S5 SS&-i—-, *■” 1 h “ ™ 

id be utilised in the country, his ansuer was: İt ..not possbe. 
Nazimuddin today enjoys the conhdence ol Bengal and ,f I mclude 
Suhratvardy in my Cabinet, it would be tantamount to espressmg 
no-confidence in Nazimuddin and this, you vvıll agree, wou!d not be 
the correct thing”. I replied that he could easily gct round Khwaja 
Saheb and have him accept Sulıravvardy as one ot the Ministers ol 
Bengal in the Central Cabinet. His reply \vas that it \vould not be 
possible right away but that after the cîust of the controversy and 
rivalry settled do\vn, which would take at least six months, he 
vvould be able to include Suhravvardy in his Cabinet. 

With this ofl’er, I vvent to Calcutta in the third \veek ol August 

lor 


t 

I 


’ - --- .. 

to wind up my afi’airs and prepare myself for an early departure «o 
VVashington to assunıe charge of our M ission as ambassador. İn Calcutta, 

1 visited Suhra\vardy one nıorning at his house at 40, Theatrc ^° a 
and, as usual, lound him lazing in bed. At that time, he ' vaS 
co-operating with Mr. Candhi whose influence on the Hindus o 
, over the y ears llad g'ovvn to be a legend. I asked him to g et J e 
• C f ° ni L t0 Veranc ^ a ^ as l had something serious to talk- I' 1 . 
loaT" e M aS ^ the verandah and I told him what I had been» 
Minister fi He ke P t msisting that unless he was app»' n , 

CSJfc he W0 L uld not leave the country on any 
of the new naf n0t *" ’, e P ctt )'> to rise above self in the w>dcı 
lhe Qaid’s ha<l ancl 10 accept, without |0 "' i( |fJ 

er ' Hc P 0| ıtt-blank refused and added, ‘‘I >^ e d 
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MOR t ABUU1 


İlli- l* * 


. r Muslims in CalcutU and to slıare their fatc, 
fors akc my br " . askc( ] hini to think again and told him that lıe 
n*>' t0 ,. r it nıay be ' to t hink över tlıe matter but his reply vvas 

ıvb‘ ltc J ... oııe <-> r tvV ° ( ‘ J ı p , m mv mind.” I told him that I woııld 

.. 1 certain temas, for the Qaid 

°% r ,-y W* nıcss î g ^ sure that they would be rejected. As 1 vvas 
n °\ccept becau f e ; ' are ma king a grave mistake. You vv.ll 

tl) ,1 saki: Shahee ’ cı|İK the Hindııs. A time vvıll come vvhen 

*!&*» s0 '“"f ' 1S ! f the city and you will bave to run for 
be honndc. ou of Jıe^y ^ ^ . wfl , be late . 

• V r life and lake re'uge w hereas today it would be just 

rJlklo.VO.said: “Well, I have told you 

^;Îİd Mıave'nothing further to add. Goodbye.’ And so 

I left him. 

„ 1 saw the Qaid and told him hovv 

on my return to Kanch 1 J a Minister . The Qaid 

^rthKS a°nd -id: “Tha^is finished I am not prepared 
İfactpt terms and conditions from Suhravvardy . 

i i *W what I had anticipated did 

yjZZ&Zg. He°did take refuge in Pakistan. 

I have narrated this story at some[ en 8* *° He^eriprocated 
sterling human qualities of Mohammed Alı J n ^ P w 

lovalty vvith loyalty; he vvas not and he 

at the appropriate time, transcend ali other cons.de 

ıvould help even those vvho önce had served m the.r ovul 

ıvere no longer in office due to their om ındıscretıons. 

The Qaid-e-Azam vvas no master of languages. hje dipnot 
profess to be one. He best expressed himself tn Eng ls • ‘ 
this language, the metieulous Don vvould have found 
B"t »hat did it matter? He vvas gifted vvith a logıcal m.n a 
tHınking. He could grasp anything in a flash anc ^ aS a e ı v j n 

I lus thoughts İn a t'evv vvords and clearly. His Vision, paı ıc * , ^ 
nıatters legal and political, vvas penetrating. He possesse fıu ther 
m C,n g problem s and qııestions and their implicatıons a ıea ^ m ade 
an anyone I lıave knovvn. And it vvas this rare attri u c , * n |-,j s 
‘nı not only a great advocate but also a force to conten ı ra j nS ol 
P^ 'tıcal leadership. And the combination ol the best in ^ t |hs 
jjç 1 tlnıe Av h'«ch vvas pitted against this sole being knew 
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ı nı ıv 


Great as he was, he knew his 


Oreat as ne vvas, ııc _ M , , . A . , M,, rcı 

exceeded the bounds of admiration and calledh,m Am.^ul-Mo^ 

(the Kiııg of the Believers), a title g.ven to Cahphs, for hey w erc * 

spiı itual and politica heads ° be y0 ur religious and sp | 

do not cali me this. I do not p ofess ^ 'J "N 

gutde or leader. 1 am your P | for rvlıich he was not nualif!''.' 
when he tvas expected to do jnabilit 

he \vou)d not hesitate to ( *- 

As a patient he must have been difficult always. He ccrtaip. 

As a pat , Frail as he vvas, his mind and b 0f L 

was in the latter in be d even when he was i», 

one instance in illustration. 

When he lav on what vvas to be his death bed ın Zıarat, he Bas 
surrounded by mounds of fileş. When asked svhat they were he told 
me that most of them were from the Ministry of States, and he «» 
incharge of that portfolio. When I appealed to h,m to forget the 
Hles and take complete rest lo help his bod> to hght his ıllness, he 
replied that paper work did not hurt him. He had to attend to urgent 
matters of the Ministry. It was his responsibility and the people of 
Pakistan knew it. He had to serve them. When I savv his special 
phvsician, Dr. Elahi Baksh, in the evening, I told him that he should 
not permi t the Qaid to dissipate his energy in a \vork \vhich could 
easily be taken çare of by others. He replied that his vvas an obstinate 
patient who vvould not listen to his advice and that he had done his 
best to keep the fileş and the Secretary away from his room and had 
failed. He had, therefore, to reconcile himself \vith the great man’s 
reactions and behaviour. 

Allah had bestovved many gifts upon our great leader. His inte- 
grity, ability and capacity for vvork and negotiation, so Avell known» 
\vere only sonıe of them. But to say that he vvas a near-perfect nıan 
from ali points ol vievv vvould not be correct, and a statement he " ou 
have himself refuted. 


By and Hrge, he vvas a serious-minded person and the re 
frivolity about him. He, nevertheless, enjoyed vvitticisnı o* 1 
occasion and laughed vvith others. Sometimes, at the dining t a 
ıelated interesting stories and anecrlotes vvhich vvere enjoyed by J ^ 
present. But this vvas not too often. And again, in the last B ^ 
years of his life, he had forgotten, that is if he knevv |,e 

nıeaning of relaxation. He drove himself harder and har er 
grevv older and vveaker. 
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hwver of high reputation and one of the Vıalf 
RcS ides bcing time in India, he. was a shrewd bosmess- 

0 PP ractİt 'T Ufe the investments he made vvere, largely 
^ |hroügho ut h' s 7 ' |ıro h t his gift and acumen, he mcreased 
an d sound ^thr g he heM appr eciated four, 

İ udiC dth considerably- MO al So did his inve5 tments 

tidy S " ” , • vprl r est He vvorked hard and after 

Caid-e-A»" 1 d 7 d e i y ot e sp are himself but drove himself to death 

«*. * tm S^agar on May to, «944.^^^ a 

Wri»ng to me tr 0 n î„^ v from the change and rest even _ ^ 


; n gto me from ^ rest even with n a 

nuıch better already fi * t ho liday that l am takmg 

,1 of my arrival here Th necessary for me and 


ÜSZ m Y T" wo7k\nd itTs necessary for me and 

after seven years o very it is pos sible for me to o so - 

I hope to remaın here as o g ^ words Yours very 

F„r the first time, this '«‘ ter ““ was )u st “Yours smcerely • 
sincerely’ ’. His normal endm becau se it indicated that I had 

This change was »»«*"«“ devoti on to him. 
m „ved closer by vırtue ol my 


id C 105 cl UJ -- - 

Even vvhen i» or on a holiday, ^hl^edtner i^ 
from work and take c ° m P e before leavıng for Matheran 

illustration. Again on Aprıl 5 > 9 ’ ^ inform you that I fee 

for a spell of rest, he wrote: f or Matheran whıch ıs a 

much better now, and I am leavı g ^ rem ain there tıli 

nearby hill station in a couple o / be Readymoney House, 
the first week of June. My a res ^ me i n formed oi any 

Matheran, and, of course, as usua y ou , aRhoııgh I am not on 

development that may take place ın remain completely 

the active list lor the moment yet 1 ” 

indifferent to anything of importance that m<y PP 


İt will be noted in the tvvo concluding S j n b is character 

Suoted above that there was an element o res b ard the path 

to drive on hard until the object was reached, ? _ p l ac e in the 

.. . ı _ j <~w^r*stmatıon h acl nü r , _j:1 v 


to drive on hard until the object was reached, ' _ p i ace in the 
anddifficult the task. The word ‘procrastmatıon aC ted speedily 

dictionary of his active life. He decided tpıcUy ‘ dealings to 

°, n his decision. He wanted those with whom he 
Cİ0 likevvise. 


i . sitting on t ^ ıe 

One eveoing, after the day’s vvork was on e ^ vv hich he 
Vera ^h Uf my Cjlcutta home, he told me of the adv.ce 
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AS I 


K N BW H1M 


>.e-azam 


qaid 

110 , „, hc n both «ere young men. He a<hy 

eivecl l'-om I htetî Urgely ^ shou | d ever refuse to seç an yo | 

! h h 1 «as that that n» . differe d with hı» vıcvvs. 

The advıco 1 dislihed b ,nl ‘ . , ^ j-çfuse to meet even «u* 

however much he ,. yoll shouldjaot ^ ^ ^,«4, 

the Aga Khm nts to sec y° ■ r know, he may y " 

-I-' 1 hİmSC pt his Views or «£“^° fo r you or may be ex^ 
you to ate p v hich nıay " - , ^ ]innah tolel me, “you t 

T Ct : g d IdJnce”. be one of the goblen rules'of £ 

S thU ana aU the better for it. İt has H 

hf e ”. I accepted thıs a 

me haııdsonael) , h subtle propaganda by interest* 

An inapressionwascreate , dence , that MohammadAli 

inimica. toVuslina that he was bubbling vvith conceit 

Jinnahavasnotapeoplesi j ^ p0 Htical leader. We heanl „ o(t 

a shorteonaing unpardonan )imit of his arrogance and conceit 

repeated in diverse avays ti'•_ ^ ^ Qn Mr . Gandhi and to discuss 

was denaonstrated by Ins ıc - sidence and that Mr. Gandhi had 

political matters avith hm at Ms 
[o visit Mr. Jiıınala every time. 

ThU, of course, was incorıect «i* 

Mr. Jinnah, he avas ııdıcu e • ’ propaganda had not a shred of 

‘m “K^adas IJÂ Kimself on the s^t 

“ 0ne - oX , 

", ThU ««ot ıtue in the early 

frieadship inspite of serıous clıffeıences o optmon. 1 te ^ hini to 

me why he stopped going to see Gandhiji and ms <-• 1 » NV as 

ceme and see hini. Thif is, he explained, wKat happened ^ 
he with Gandhiji dian one after one his secretarıes and a 
and interrupted the conversation on ali kindsol iliııısN excuse; ^ j lter . 
to be revised, papers \vere to be corrected immediate a y < - )U e>^ nl0 ther* 

in-law had eome to see him complaining against ill-treatnıcnt i) ^ jinnd 1 

in-law, ete., ete., and no proper discussion could take p aC | jinnah 
eonıplained to Gandhiji that if the latter’s colleagucs did not ^ ârı( jhiji’ s 
conıing doıvıı for frank talks, he ıvould not any nıore conie to »>4 
lıouse, and Gandhiji’s accepting jinnah’s just grievance readi ) 

j olan^ 

“Politics is a game of ehess. It calls for cool tlıinkiog ^|^ gS re sok e 
There is no room for emotion or for plunging into a rec 


Kanji Duarkadas: India’s Fight for Freedom, Bombay, 1966. 
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MORE ABOUT THE MAN 


İli 


r vP n' point, lor ana agaınst, has to be vveiphed mfi ı 
leadJr L to see ten movesahead". Tlıesc drds LuJr&İ * 
san, e effect I have heard h.m utter more than önce. 1 narrlte* 
inci dent whıch may be of mterest as it relates to his reaction on 
the subject or polıtıcs. 


When in 1946 I accompanied him on his tour of Bengal and 
Assam, the President of the Assam Provincial Muslini League, the 
ll0 w famous Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Blıashani of East Pakistan 
called on him at Sylhet. Repoıting the activities of the Müslim 
League in Assam and assuıing the Qaid of the fullest support of 
Muslims in the struggle for Pakistan, he narrated with emotion the 
sufferings of our brethren in some parts of Assam as a result of Hindu 
injustice and persecution and their persistent effort to push Muslims 
out of Assam and Sylhet into East Bengal, ıveeping bitterly as he spoke. 
The Maulana’s sincerity impressed me and I \vas so moved that I had 
to suppress my tears to keep my eyes dry. 


The saıııe evening \vheıı the rush of visitors had ended and the 
Q a id was alone in his rooııı, I went in to speak to him before dinner. 

1 referred to the conversation with Blıashani at noon and told hini 
hoıv deeply I was impressed by the sincerity of the Provincial 
President, adding that if we had ıııore active and enthusiastic 
Presidents like the Maulana in the other Proyinces of India, men 
who were willing to suffer and make sacrifices lor the cause and not 
work for personal benefit or aggrandisement, the Muslini League 
would, indeed, be a stronger and much more active polmcal organı- 

sation. 

He told me that he did not agree ıvith my opinion °f the Maulana^ 
He thought that men like him weıe not fit to be lea, lnc | 

,10. be relied upon to deliver the goods. ySentımental nonsen e 

emotion have no place in polıtıcs , he saı . l, bv |,, ır( j 

ganıe of chess and evils cannot be cüret is e asy 

work, coıırage and determınatıon. P emotion> a ri tional policy 

to tura on and not so easy to tum on. 
nıight become the first casualty . 

ı ı nrparher and may 

“This man”, he added, nıay be a g°° j ea( j er> particularly 
dra\v tears froııı his audience but he is n°t- a g°° ı e y e s dı*y r 

in tinıes of crisis vvhen the head has to be ^ e P 
t° see clearly and to arrive at decisions . 

• 1 • the Maulana ht 

He ended by saying that he did not c0 ” jviuslim League and 
to be President of a political organisation 1 vC 
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11 r , ifse jf of his leadership and of men 0 f h 

the sooner the it be ' 

temperament, the 

1 *. İ/W not rnerely because it n , 

I made a note of this Qaid-e-Azam's mind but^,^ 

«ne an insight into the vvorhmg ^ , jties vvhich a good and s 0 u„ d 

because it reflectea h.s 

political leader should p 

rl their role, he advocated greater freed onı 

In regard to wonıen ana ^ work an d to take an inter est 

to them and encouragemen t ] ıe j r homes, when they were able to 

in affairs outside the con ın ^ ]ect 0 f their domestic duties and 
fınd time without dere ıc !° I(Jren What he preached, he practised 
responsibility for their c Miss Fatima Jinnah, accompanied him 
with equal sincerity. His ' , was seated near him on the dais. 

to most of the P ubhc ”’“^ e g out an d serve the people and to organise 
He encouraged ladıe- (o their role in the national ]if e 

their sisters to enabl ^ ^ ^ 0 ^ es . H e believed that for progres 
outside the confiı . j wom en to contrıbute their full 

llrfoZS-^otnen vvere not overlooked by him whe„ 
constituting his Working Committees. Begüm Mohamed Ah, mdovv 
of Maulana Mohamed Ali Jauhar, was a member ot thıs Commıttee 
for several years uptil z8th March .947 when death s.ole from her 
the pleasure of avitnessing the establishment of a Müslim homeland ın 
mır sub-continent. 


•î.S 


The Qaid, on every appropriate occasion, emphasised that 
students should not participate in active politics. If keenly interested, 
their interest should be academic only. They should observe 
and study the political events and developments around them and 
equip and qualify themselves to play their part vvhen they had finally 
finished their studies. It \vas his conviction that active participatıon 
in politics distracted the minds and energies of students, whose mam 
responsibility to their parents, themselves and to society was to gb e 
undivided attention to their studies and to qualify for a professiom 
The Qaid considered it necessary lor young men to have a means ° 
Jivelihood and to ensure their fııture. Only when they had establishe 
themselves in life should they take the plunge into the ocean of po |ltlc ® ( 
To adopt politics as a profession, particularly during the early y e ^ r , 
t en ives was, in his opinion, not only inadvisahle but detrim en 
their long-term interests. 


an ] ^ 0Meve J'> ^tth equal sinceıity he advised that students» 
and female, should maintain an active interest in the political de^ 1 > 
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mcn ts of their countıy and al» m International affairs, as sucK interest 
> increase the.r general knowledge and keep them informed of 
; hc problem* facng the.r people and ıhe methods contemplated o, 
‘dopted f°r meetln S ancl solv ‘ n g the ™- He evould say : ''There s 
plenty to do for young men and women before they enter the political 
arena. They should first fimsh the.r stud.es and establish thimselves 
on » sound econom.c foot.ng before they think of participating 
actively in the political life of the country Only when the struggle 
f or Pakistan had reached fever heat and entered the final decisive st£r e 
calling for the support of every Müslim, young and old, did the 
Qaid-e-Azam deviate from his views ıegarding students’ participation 
in politics and ask them to take part in the election campaign of 
,^4^-46 and that too for only a few weeks. 


The Qaid-e-Azam was a man of strict scruples and was meticulous 
in his accounting for the money he received from the public. Each 
time he appealed for funds on behalf of the Müslim League or in 
aid of disaster-stricken Muslims, he met with encouraging response 
from his co-religionists in the sub-continent. Cheques, large and 
small, and Money Orders of ali dimensions, poured in. Each day 
the postman handed to his Secretary the amount he had brought to 
pay and, along with the money, was given a large bundle of receipt 
slips for signature. It would be dilficult to believe that a person like 
the Qaid, who was a very busy man mdeed, could find time to sign 
every receipt personally. It did not matter vvhether the receipt Avas 
for ten thousand rupees or for only four annas. He must have received 
thousands of remittances of under one rupee which he himself 
acknowledged. When it was suggested that he should delegate this 
work to someone else, he replied: “Certainly not. I must sign the 
receipts myself. To the poor fellow who sends me four annas, that 
sum must be \vhat ten thousand rupees is to a \vealthy man. To me 
the value of his four annas is as much as a donation ol ten thousand 
rupees or even twenty thousand rupees. The poor man should know 
that I appreciate his response and value his contribution. Besides, 
when I sign a receipt, I know that I have gained one more sympathiser 
for our cause. What greater revvard can I have from my owıı people 
than this joy? After ali, signing a fevv hundred receipts will not hurt 
me. Support from the masses will give the League and me increased 
slrength and it is this strength that vve need to succeed in our slruggle . 

hven lor donations, large and small, promised by peısons, hk 
w ould \vrite personal letters to the Presidents ol the Provincial Leagues 
concerned as well as to the individuals. I give below tvvo letters by 
wa .V of illustration: 
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qA 1 D -e-azam 


AS I ^ NlVV 1 


2 i 


rdNovember, 1944 


Mv 


dcar NishUr: 


t hc undcrmcntioned gentlemcn 
, am encl „ si n g the AU '"‘ dii MusUm ^ 

k vho had promıscd theır ^ nMhi: 

1 • _ 


Rs. 1000 


2 ÇO 


„ho had promiscd ' ^ ^^t Delhi: 

Fund durıng the Ust 

Mian Mohkanı Deen, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb YJ* 

Mulla Jan Mohamed, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb Khan 

1 , , r_ re but perhaps for want of proper 

I had sent remindcrs to thennı > * ’ and furthe r, even if t hey did, 

address they may not have reac u iscd chequcs. l am therefore 

unfortunatelytheyhave not sent ^ in this mat ter and .f poss.blc, 

troubling you to »kc a, person 1 hed the enclotcd Icttcrs to the,r 

aetlntouchwith themafter havıni j ^ ^ to an nouncc that they 
respective addresscs. Othcrvvis ^ ^ respon sible to the public lor the 

reabzadon"of ^ the^ontributi10 ns which have bcen announced publ.cly in 

the scssion. 

Ymırs sincerelv. 


ı 8 th November 1944 


Dcar Sir: 

You will rcmember that you werc good enough to make your co®*, 
tribution* towards the All-India Müslim League hund during the last sessıon 
at Delhi, and it \vas announced at thc time. 1 have not troubled you, hoping 
that you would send mc the promiscd contr'ıbution as soon as possible, buta 
considerable time has now elapscd, and so 1 wish to remind you about ıt, as 
afler ali I am responsible for realising the donat i ons that \vere publtC|f 
announced. 

Hoping that you \v iII kindly send mc your chcque svithout any hırt 
del ay, and thanking you, 

Yours faitlıfully. 

M A. JİNNAH 


Mian Mohkam Deen, 

C/o Sardar Aurangzeb Klun, 
Rremicr, 

Peshavv'ar. 

* Y ° Ur P romis,:d contribution is R,. 
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“No nation can rise to the height ot glory unless vour vvomen are side 
b\ side vvith you. We are ali victims ot evil custonas. it is a erime 
against humanity that our women are shut ııp vvithin the tour walls 
of the hoııses as prisoners. 1 do not mean that we shoııld imitate the 
evils of the Western life. But let us try to raise the status of our wo- 
men accordinç* to our o\\n Islamic ideas and standards. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Aligarh, 
March ıo, 1944. 


- 
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. e( ] Ali Jinnalı, rich as hc vvas, vvas frugal. He was 

tü" cxtıavagance and vain display of wealth. As Fortune 
L,pposed ^ m ade the best of his life. Hehad an excellent home 

s , n iled on b es t ] oca lity, tastefully but not ostentatiously fumished. 
s inJ atef jmnıacu | a tely and his hospitality was always adequate, if 
He d 1 e , S j y et h e did not believe in \vaste vvhether it was his money, 
not la^ 1 - 0 p others or of the State. He vvould make it a point to 
the super fluous lights in his home and, if they were lit for him, 

[' Snviteh ^is ] 10 st. Even when he was Governor-General of 

in the 0 . at t h e house which now bears the name ‘‘President’s 

»akstan, ^ w ^ u ]d switch off unwanted lights and vvould say: “İt 
K USe to vvaste money and vvorse if it be public money”. I have seen 
ı- aS switch off unvvanted lights in his home, in my house and in the 
rv er no r- General ’ s House. It vvould be an excellent example for 
fcur^ noureau riebe to emulate and for our youngeı* generation to follovv. 
Affer ali, there is nothing but undiluted truth in the age-old adage 
“Waste not, vvant not”. 

İt is true that he vvas not too generous vvith his money in his life 
time. But the real liberality of his heart vvas revealed after his death. 


I Avould çite an instance—not generally knovvn—of his sublimated 
humanity. After his death, his vvill revealed that he had bequeathed 
a large sum of his haı d-earned money for the good of the people. Out 
of thîs bequest, several educational and other institutions have received 
handsome donations. His humanity expressed itseli in a form b\ 
vvhich not some individuals but successive generations of people are 
benefiting. This is the highest form of charity, vvhich in Islamic 
terminology is knovvn as Sadcjae-Jaıia (continuous charity). It is a 
rare instance of a political leadeı* praetising such philanthropy lor the 
vvell-being of the people in addition to his national and political Ser¬ 
vices vvhich by themselves have entitled him to their lasting gratitııde. 

From early youth, Mohammed Ali Jinnah possessed a vvealth ol 
self-confidence and determination and these tvvo qııalities plus ability 
and perseverance ıaised him to his later stature in public life. 


One evening, vvhen the day’s political vvork vvas done, he and I sat 
°n the South verandah of our Calcutta home, vvhere a good portion 
o the revitalised Müslim League’s history vvas vvritten. He vvas in a 
ofPjp nı ood as he had succeeded in getting the United Müslim Party 
Ali .T 1 t0 a ^ ree to §° * nto ^i^uidation and to join the ranks ol the 
n ia Muslini League, making it overnight the largest and most 

actlv e political party of Bengal. 
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() AU>-l'-A/.AM AS I KNI'VV IIIM 


I 16 

He spokc of lıis early d«ıys as a Barrister. İt vvas a harıl lif c . 
in and day out he vvaitcd for a briçi to lurn up but it did not. I^ {> ^ 
a nevv juııior and too unknovvn to be taken notice of in a p| acç 
Bombay vvillı so many solicllors who had thciı own young relan, ' 
and fricnds to cater for. Mr. Jinnah vvas not blessed vvith suc}^! 
godfather. 

Touts ııscd to approach him vvith the assurance that they w 0u ] { ı 
get him bricfs for small cases if he fell in Üne vvith the accepted practi Ce 
of giving the m an agrced percentage ol the tec. Although he w as 
keen on getting started and earnıng a living, modesi though it ma 
be, his moral rectitude would not permit him to consider Süc h 
overtures. “I felt that I vvoul<l rather have^starved than accept SUch 
solicitations and, hy God, I vvas badly off! , he said. 

Hc regularly visited the courts and went to his chamber hoping 
that some day Ivis luck vvould change. It vvas at this time that some 
friends of the family vvanted him to accept a permanent post as a 
Presidency Magistrate. He declined this advice but accepted a tempo¬ 
lu ra ry post at Rs. çoo /- a month as a magistrate in Bombay in 1900. 
LHe did not stay long at the post because the urge within him drove 
Phim back to his chamber and practice. Seeing him acquit himself 
Frather well as a magistrate, the attention of lavvyers and litigants 
vvas dravvn tovvards him and before long, briefs came in. 

Önce he began to appear in court, his troubles started to recede. 
He conducted his cases so ably for a young man that his practice grevv 
and there vvas no turning back for him. Through patience, hard 
vvork, industry and ability, he achieved success and fame in his 
profession. 

His self-confidence vvas never shaken. He alvvays was sure that, 
given the opportunity, he vvould make good. He did not vvant to 
serve on a salary, hovvever tempting, and however exalted the posıtıon 
that vvas offered to him. He vvanted to be independent and to e 
his ovvn master. 



It may be stated that the Qaid rarely, if ever, spoke ol his c > 
hood and yoııth vvith anyone I knovv of. He did not appear ^ j 
concerned vvith those days. From the time I had the p rlU e 5 y 
becoming his political disciple, I observed that he had little tim ^ 
unfruitful talk althoııgh vvith the ladies, vvhen his day s ' v0 ^. ( j ( y e 
done, he vvas a picture of politeness and grace. In his ear )^> oll ncil 
a ge, lame as a lavvyer, membership of the Imperial Legislati ye 
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aiming at economic independence 

federation of muşum CHAMBERS of c ommekce 


JT was in August 1943 vvhen our leader t 

1 lorming a Federation of Müslim Chamben of r aboUt 
Industry. There w one Chamber, tbe All-India Müslim cS* & r 
Commerce & Industry, at Bombay, vvhich wa s somewl 2 
some . It was in name an All-India body but its influence did not 
spread even to some ol the larger trade bodies in Bombay itself Sir 
Sultan Chinoy was its President. Mr. S. M. Jamil, who has now taken 
to the promotion of fairs and exhibitions in Karachi, was its young 
and ambitious Secretary. To avoid an öpen conflict betrvveen the 
Bombay body and ourselves who saw the need for establishing a real 
active All-India Müslim Chambers Federation at Delhi, I \vent to 
Bombay and negotiated a pact with Sir Sultan Chinoy. After retuming 
to Calcutta I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 3, as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I reached here ou the ıst instant after a very pleasant journey. 


I am glad to inform you tlıat the teutative agreement arrived at between 
Chinoy and myself has been approved oi both by Sir Adamjee and my elder 
brother. The only snag is the Presidentship, but if vanity has to be satisfied in 
order that benefıt nıay accrue to the Müslim nation no public-spirited, 
farsighted and selfless man should hesitate to satisfy such vanity. 


The temas ol the agreement are briefly as lollovvs: 


1 • A meeting slıall be convened in October/November 1943 ^ cxv ^ 
for the purpose of forming the Federation of Müslim Chambeıs o cmnıer ^ 
& Industry in İndia with a view to bring vvithin its orbit a t e e * J 
Chambers, also to rnerge with it the All-India Müslim Chanı eı o , j- a . 
& Industry, Bombay, so that there is one Federation tor t e w 10 


Arrangements for the convening of this meeting * 

r - Hassan Ispahani and All-India Müslim Chambeı ol *- of 


made by 
Bombay, 


1 iû 
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aZAM A* 1 KNEW " ,M 

qA 1P-E'AZAM 


qaip' k 

, he prcsidcnt of this Chamber undertakes 

-Kail l>c invitcd; co-op crate : 

t o aitcnd this n Federation which is being prepared 

v , dt constitution for the P ro P° consti tution of the All-India Musli m 
\tull nd suitable po^on, ol ^ form th c bas,s of dıscussion f or 
îUber of Co^c ^^ prop0 scd Federal,on. H 

evolving L ° i. u e sent toSir Sultan CKinoy inadvance 

I 

10 T, .he - D* - ^ H1İİ “ Sha “ ^ 

c . c tl itan Chinoy’s candidature for Presidentship 

For d* «»« V?' ^ parties. 
shall hc «W orted 1 y " 

Witl , kind regards .o Miss Jinnah and gürsel/, 

Yours very sinccrely, 
HASSAN 

I M r Nurur Rahman, the very able and experienced Secretary 
ol the Calcutta Muslini Chamber, was appomted as the Organising 
Secretary of (he Federation. It ıvas his task to organıse the provmcıal 
Muslini Chambers ıvhere none existed and to bnng them mto the 
Federation. Existing Chambers too had to be affihated to the Federa- 
tion This, of course, ıvas not an easy task and it took seven months 
of touring, advising and organising by the Organising Secretary. 
On April 3, 1944, 1 ıvrote to the Qaid: 

“_1 have just novv received a letter from Nurur Rahman, the Organi¬ 

sing Secretary of the Federation of Müslim Chambers of Commerce & 
İndustry, advising that the Punjab Müslim Chamber of Commerce have 
on the 2 9th ultimo vvrittcn to him asking for afhliation. This is indeed 
very good news. Confidentially, news from Bombay is also good. The 
Chinoys have fallen out with Jamil, the Secretary of the All-lndia Muslin, 
Chamber of Commerce of Bombay. They have resigned from that body 
and have throvvn their vveight into the Bombay Müslim Chamber ot Commerce 
where they propose to establish a majority and then apply lor an affiliatior* 
to our Federation. The latest news is that these people including Sikan ar 
Dehlavi and Habib Rahimtoola have obtained the necessary majority 
Sultan Chinoy will be elected President and the Chamber vvill be afiU»^ 
to the Centre. There is an understanding with me and these p e0 P 
tlut our old undertaking holds good, that is to say, Sir Sultan Chn»! 
candidature for the first Presidentship of the Federation vvill be backed bf 
, In vıc 7 of »11 this, the prospects of getting on the «ay »'î ., 
huri 8 ' A ," ' hU is «tremely'pleasing 6 Now our most 

e s ±sr mS e ’ C ‘ he S et,in S »f » Pl»ce in a good locality wherc « « 

sUllo hru^' 1 ' 1 '" 101 ' ° ffice - With„„t an 'office and a telep^' fu , 
e a e to render thc service that our constitutents vvill r e( l uırt 
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,,r 

, r> a t ***** 

A „ .vhethor vou'- * „ 

. froir» voU '* t ı >1 \aH l’ c u " 1 f „ tlvo 

ud to Y*0" J voU ** n alm u and 

m** *" d i,rv , . m..«. Delhi 


ı° her 
1-^’^ 


On 


liltf ,n "reise J®» 1 , roon« >" * 

“ ', nlte to me f«om N-'« D* ,W : 



âth AprU 194 4. 


• ^ -- ^ our ı.ttor of t- «- »f «■* ‘ l 

1 r ' C '" , tM ,rd of •» w “ xri ’ al * l D * u “' 

... CÜ.0 »•“ lett,r " „„ of «» M 

, « »•* ,Bat ’** "... « bu » , certalnly «ant 

HiA BOt culte cateh ae, duu a 

‘“ e ” far , ln , yu6İ1 . cna.0- of Coaoaroa and İndoatry- at 

.rederstion of tae M»-**" 

*“ , ^.0 »U. «M— of Co-arc. .» — 

l° uIl ^ «d W atn*adf aftar «V «««“• tna «tt.r 
, ıuı W l,.d far affU.atlon to Balht «d X nota fro. yoor 

of ta. 3rd tnat ,oo n»~ !n fact racaload intımatlon fro. 
thH and they alil be affillated la due course. 

I UıinJt your latest ae«6 »ltiı regard to Boabay la correct but 
I &a not eure t bat you ahould ccntlnue your old understanülng. 

The real «ork «ae done by our people. 1 ahould suggest that Sir 

idanjee ebould be tbe liret Presldent becauae he la the mart, who 
repreaente really comaerce and İndustry. 

*b regarde /our Office ln Delhi, Ur, Hur a r Rerufaarı had come to 
before I left for Lanore ar»d X hope to aae hla ag&ln very 
•oon and 8ee what Cân be done but nolhln€ deflnlte hag Bat erlâ xift«4 


10 ln 


•ecurlng a bulldln^. 

» «d.rd. t„. printıog P „„ »o „ chlner , ( 
“ Mc * t. „ . 


wo Buut procaad 


tlBo 


Bend «e the 


««■ine İt. ı lIUrıit y0u dQ xı qt Xgâve lt lo mm ^ 


°ffer tla= ^roaıiaea ietter aa aoon as yo u receiTe it, Th« 

8 *ade to us 


^On 




oı tft * e accept İt subject to ajuuBİnn- 

ne «achinery 

. ^erefore, the que»tlon «f /uı/Uotiy aiu« 
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, ,, QAID-E-AZAM as . KNEW H.M 

chloplng in doe 3 not srlae. A»y *»• » * ltn »«* «.»» „ 

should t..p the negollaUbn conf idential. Ih.r.rore, „„„ 

Be tna letter as soon as possltla and let - *"°* — X =ho Ua 
proceed to eraunlne the »achinery and taba dalisery dlract'in «*„„ 

, nmn ptent man to examine it. Don't delay thi 8 

case I Blıali eend competeni 

_ ■ hnve vour immediate instructions. 

matter and let me have you -- 

I an sorry Atoad -as not able to coma, but I hope that h. % 

. „ a n bere for a day and I om really glad that he has 

from Luctnow drop in here ıoı « 

asraed to serve on the Plannlng Coauaittae. It -Ul add to the 
prestige of the comnlttea and he .111 undoubtedly be ona of the »„ 

, w , tn corvine the -objects that we have at heart. 

valuable and helpful in servıng •» 

I am in Delhi according to uy preaent programme till the 17tb 

then I .111 have to go to Lahore and fro. there to Sialkot .here the 

Punjab Provlncial Uuslım i-eague conferenoe İs aeetlng. 

^ Hoplng and praylng that you are no. alrlght. With very tine 

regards, 


Tours smcerely, 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq., 
5, Canac Street, 
Calcutta. 




İn my letter to him dated April i 2 , 1944, I wrote the follo\ving 
with reference to the Federation: 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I thank you for your letter of the 8th instant. 

With regard to the Bombay ne\vs, I shall be only too glad not to ha\e 
Sultan Chinoy as the first President of the Muslini Federation. You, however, 
remember that it was your advice that Calcutta should, in spite of the backing 
by Bombay out ol its part of the undertaking, keep the Presidentship °p cn 
for Chinoy if he came in. With this advice in mind, \vhen I was l aSt " 
Bombay 1 gave in to the proposal made by Habib Rahimtoola and Sikan ar 
Delhavi regarding their capturing the Bombay Muslini Chanıber of Comnicrce 
and affiliating it to the Federation on the understanding that Sultan Chinoy 
who has severed his connections \vith the All-India Muslini Chamber o 
Conımerce and İndustry of Bombay, should be made the first Pres‘ den • 
h you are able to influence these youngsters who, I anı told, ivil! do an) 11 
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w elcome in McLeod Road, Karachi—1943 
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“Those of our brethren who are minorities in Hindustan may rest 
assured that w e shall never neglect or foi'get them. Our hearts g 0 
out to them, and we shall consider no effort too great to Help them and 
secure their well-being for 1 recognise that it is the Müslim minority 
provinces in the sub-continent \vho w ere the pioneeıs and carried the 
banner aloft for the achievement ol our cherished goal ol Pakistan. 1 
shall never lor^et their support, noı* 1 hope the majority ol Müslim 
provinces in Pakistan w il 1 fail to appreciate that they \vere the pioneers 
in the vançuard ol our historic and heroic struogle lor the achievement 
ot Pakistan \vhich todav is an accomplished fact.” 

Qaid-e-Azam: Eid message, August 
^ l8 , * 947 - 
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AlMlNG AT ECONOMIC İNDİ PRNDRNCİİ 

thcn 1 w i 11 be only too gl&d to drop Sulun* Y«.u to«, w my 
(I „,. you o» ; sincc the trick he played <>n me on the «ve çıfıta last imeiln,. 
j> ee ling s *° r , rnl ,he Fecieration. 1 ülull be gUl to lıave yom* .ulvice in the 
a , pellû sure y 0 u must have discussed tlıe Federatlmı w!th nıy brml.t r 
n1 atfi‘ r - ,a ." tT his vcry short stay wlth you in Delhi,... 

A | 1t ,ıa cl durl ° 

Yours ve.ry slncerely, 
HASSAN 


A gain on AprÜ ' 7 , 
N ew Delhi, as under: 

My <lear Mr. Jin"' lh: 


1944, I addressed my leader, who was at 


, r.ı-imııtinn of mv last lines on the Fedcration of Muslini Chamher 

In contmuauoH <-» *»; 

, mcrce & Industry, 1 am cnclosıng copy ol Ictter trom Sıkandar 
n hlavTreccived by me this morning. I await your guidance in the matter. 
L - e sir Sultan Clıinoy be left out >vithour breaking the gentlemen s agreement 
tmved at between Sikandar, Habib and myself vvhcn I vvas last in Bombay? 


I am also cnclosing a copy of letter received this morning, from Ghulam 
Mohamed . 1 I have thrust my neck in tholion’s den. It secms that I am in foı* 
tjouble \vith my good fricnds. 


The world is full of worries. 

I wish you success in your mission in the Punjab. 


With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

From “Kooshik”, neır Nishat in Srinagar, he replied on May 

2o, 1944: 



n juuûu j zşr. 


•’Kooshik", Near Nishat, 
Srinagar, Kashoir, 
20th May, 1944. 


Uy iear Kassan, ) 

I havs received ali your letters, and I thank jo*- r ° r 
anQ ltJt «a daal with thern ali, as I hava «ot now at last ^ 0,ue 
bre ‘thlng tloıs. 

Pirst, with rtgard to the ounjab, I think the s ^ 

K ü lte olear ani the issue has been ory-talll 



FmanCe M *nister of Pakistan and, thereafter, Governor-General of Pakısla 
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... rhoroufibly *nd n.oat urficienUy th , 
nen up to us to orga ^.4 thu inforttmUon y 0u hav * ! 

4 o t he punjöb* * 

L '“7 thr .l.cUon of t- *»•"•“ t0 tM r “ İQUtU c »İ>oo.t„:' 

“ t be .. ..tter of «r-* ••‘ l * f « Uon to >' ou ' h °‘ » 

« ”“ St M . etınr A in yo UT Joy. 


yon 


l bl* 

> 

*Hv» 


you 


for 


ar e 


and U ra sfül( and ! .h«r. in your Joy 

been so sUCcesS ’ rlnt ıng muchinory, whlle i tnunk 
AS reganls the printing 

secU i’o it for "Pawn% unfortunately my 

meeting ray wishes t° 

annlg is thut the composing nachines 
Ijıforaation fro. our poopl. 

hl . worklnt onlv by ««s. ..»1 *■> t".y »111 b. of no us. to 
capable of »oı rltt , d »lth «.spota anrt can only 

us İD Dîlhi) * s 1 y 

. „ rtr ln raleutta. I sonding you herewa h a 
utlll*.d in Bombay or in < * ıc a 

oopv of th. full report fro» .toseph and our hanaser, »ahmood, Bts ,, 
Cnr’vour Information. In th.a. clrcuBst.nc.a, you o,lght no. 4m1 ' 


«lth tha Kyderabad Govarnment ln such a nanner as you may ıhım, 
bast for your own purpose. 

With regard to the Federatioa of Muslin Chambcrs of Coomerc» 
and industry, no doubt thatth® .uccess w*s not due to the reason- 
ableness on the part of our opponents, out it was due to the fact 
that the Muslin Leagu«r*- and others -njojje to the occasicn and mana 


a terrıfic effort, and hence the result thut you see. The Bombay 
Chamber should in the ordinary course be first affiliated to the 
Federation of the Muslin chambers of Comınerce and industry. 

As regards your question, ”Can Slr Sultan Chinoy be left 
out without breaking the gentlemen’s agreement arnved at bet.een 
Sikandar, Habib and ray self when J was last ın Bombay?”, I do not 
exactly know what the agreument was. Evidently Habib no* is the 


acknowledged leader, and it would seem rather extraordinary that 
n Chinoy, who is merely a racmber of the Bombay Chajnher» 
lifted up. j rio not understand what is meant by 
Sikandar Dehlavi when he s&ys ”i do not know whether Sir 
electıon to the proposed Office of the Federated 

Chamber .111 be subs^uent to tha ofr.clal afflliatlon of 1 “' 

Borabav rhumh^,, 


lUlûi ülUUObiv» 

Bombay Chamber”. Until t 

, fo , 1 am in possession of full facts, 

ver y difficult for me 

t an „ ° express any definite opinion. I 

1911 you nere that D V4. 

a ib Rahimtoola saw me here a coupl® 


is 


taay 

of M* 


! 
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[UflNtî AT ECONOMIC irSUcrciNUt:NCn 

-onversation I had wlth hlm there does not 
ffo® th fl C 

, } .o» •“ , obliS a ^^ on on P ar *- °F anyone that Sir Sultan 

b 

s efi® tü J elected the first Presldent of the Müslim 

sho ul d öe e 

Cft ln0} nd in the event of there being a feeling between 

P nd Bombay, you mlght fix on somebody belonging to soma 

j c utt® 

1 province thls year, and af ter ali the term of the President 

ls oniy <* or one yeflr * 

r feel very much better already from the chunge and rest 


iven 


within a f«" days here. Thls is the flrat hollday that I 


an talting after 7 years of very atrenuous work, and İt is 
necessary for me, and I hope to remain here as long as it is 
possible for me to do so. 

Hoping you are quite fit now, and with very kind 
regards from Mi s s Jinnah and myself. 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq., 
5, Caraac Street, 
CALCUTTA. 


Yours very sincereiy. 


'vere , were J slowl y but «urely blovving över and things 

Our Leapî?" § b " Eht ^ cheerfuL Bomba > , ’ s front was crumbling. 
I* coteKT me j ‘İT 6 L had , tUrned the tables Sir Sultan and 
1 'vrote tn M î 16 Sa ! d Chamber bad be « n captured by our soldiers. 
^ r ‘ J ınna h on October 24, 1944, as under: 

% dear Mr. Jinnah: 


Cha m ber S fr l ° m ° rm > ou tlıat with the affiliation of the Bombay Müslim 
8 c Indust ° L ° mmerce > tlıe Federation of the Müslim Chambers of Commerce 
ti on of S 5^ at DeUxi has now gro\vn into a robust and representative organisa- 


0 p i* - m amı ıcpjc^ıuduve organisa- 

vou 1 ? C ^ Us lm mercbants and industrialists of India. As I have advised 
Fourth ^'°^° Se to h°ld the First General Mceting of the Federation in the 
'veek of November or the first vveek of December, 1944. 

b ee j~ 0ru: urring with my ekler brother’s odvice, I approached Sir Adam- 
Nke - a ^ tCrnoorı an< ^ re quested him to acccpt the first Presidentslıip of 
Federation. My appeals and entrcaties bore no fruit. He kept on 
KClın.ing tiye honoıır on grounds of ili health, age and inability to travel to 
CVer y now and again. 1 assured him that 1 \vould vvork as his Secretary 
^ght through his tenure of office and reduce his \vorries and responsibilities 
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sti U dcclincd and to d mc K.ıt .1 he İh t o |* pl 
t0 thc minimum. He» J‘ ,-esponilbility aıul no one ciıo, m \ K(< • 

nıy brothcr shoulçl slmu < t h er e was aomcono at <hc helm m ı Uvl J^ 

stronaly oftKcopımontiu ^ Iiiune hlng wlth ihn <*padty and drlvL 

thc ship of thc Federal m wouW f 0 U nd«r. Hc kept «m imlsılng tj 

m y brothcr, thc organı.. lhc PrcSİdcMitshlj). I told hlm tlu t 

mv brother will >« vc l ° m „ur at least lor thc rcason t hat llurre wiı 


nıv brotner, t..- -o t thc rnsBi«v»*-«»ı.■"'» [\ U{ 

my brothcr will «ve • at | C ast for thc rcuon (hat there wi „ 

brothcr tvould «olac«| ^ thc Fçdcrm.on. İta opponc„ ls 

bc roany tong»* ll ' at w ,* cn m 0 „tl«, h»vc hçen saying .Kat l,p lh , w ; 
right through the lası S c 9 tab lj s hmcnt of thc Federation and spondi„. 
have becn «orkıng . . ,, t «Ijrcctiou bccauac llıcy want to capturc it am | 

largc sums ol'nıoncy m tatcrcrt< . İle would not İlke pcople to H„| 

usc it to furtlıer thc ficd a[>d prov cn to bc (ruc. Furılıcr, |«. ,, 

responsibility and ıvork an.l cannot shoulder a 

more. 


V | 

, ■ cip Adımiec this cveııing and will again requcst hi m 

My brother ts se mg Str ( hc „„ 9uccccd . , sW , 

to accept thc responsibility. 
keep you advised ol’ thc result. 


HASSAN 


On April ıj, >94f, I received from Mr. Jinnah a full eltarge 
blast From Bombay. He had apparently groıvn ıveary of ıva.tıng for 
the inaugural meeting of the Federation. He ıvrote: 


My dear Hassan: 

....Have you becn sleepiııg över the Federation of Muslini Chanı- 
bers of Commerce, and is it mcrely to remain a paper schcnıe? I am ve.ry 
much disappointed indecd that so much delay has bcen caused in hol ıng 
even your first meeting. We are losiııg very valuable time and a gokeıı 
opportunity. Every \veek that passes is ııow not only creating a sense 
frustration and despair amoııgst tlıose who have vvorked and are ' vl 1 & 
and ready to work, but in the rapid developments that are taking 
Muslini India will unfortunately find itself as usual \vith the nıotto 0 

Late”. I spoke to Ahıııad and I ıvas assured tlıat evcrything wa s ıca )’ 
and this ıvas as far back as Novcmber last . It secnıs to me that your Secietary 
in Delhi is incompetcnt, and unless you wake up and ginger up thiog s » 
the business and commercial Muslini India ıviü suffer very serious y- 


Yours sincerely» 

M.A. JINNAH 


î 1 

His anxiety in regard to the Federation when he received m? ‘ 

o April 24, from vvhich I shall quote the relevant portion y 1111 
been relieved. 
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■Qaid- C . 


Aam betw «" Naavabzıda Nasrulla and myself on way to attend a public 
meeting at Calcutta—194Ç 

By courtesy of Mohtarama Fatima Jinnoh 
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Now 1 anı to tlıe Congress King Charles’ head and anı on their li st 
as criminal nunıber one. I shalTface nıy trial if it ever comes. But 
believe nıe I shall never Fail to do my duty toıvards mv people. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Address to students of Islamia Colleoe, Peshavvar- 
28 Novembcr, 194Ç. 
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pear 


I 


\Ve 


. ir Jinnah: 

^ ’ , e fa jnstant with the Calcutta Müslim Chamber 

left f° r DelU ' ° n 7which was lıeaded by Sir Adamjee Haji Daavood. 
mniercc Dclegatıoi l8t h nlght, and after a conference that 

- -’’ld Del'» very ^" tumed at \ he YMCA Hail a, a.m. 

* J till vvell past ' a - n * . of t he Federation of Müslim Chambers 

,ast V ren d the fir st annU The meeting was not spectacular because no 
rc ; rommerce & 'f* 5 ^ as nev ertheless a grand success. Every province 
*£# «■* "’ V :' e , p r “vince Chamber vvas represen.ed and the Baluch.stan 
£ing *e e -- ishtag the Federation unqual,fied success and 

Chatnhet ^ r .^ bilit y to participate tlı.s time. 

re8r6t " nS , hushıess straightvvay and with a break of two and 

\Ve sat dovvn to tiU we |l a fter 8 p.m. Next day our 

, half liours for l“*“ n ’ m and continu ed till luncheon time. Every 

meeting con.ntenced » rfluous ches and unnecessary argu- 

one «s mos. busmess ^ with d . The Memorandum and 

rnents were cut out through clause by clause and amended, 

Articles of Assoc , thc ,f ho | e of the constitution vvas put to the body 
»here necessary. ^ reso l u tions of importance were also 

and carrıed unanıı ) e ffective and to the poınt. The fiıst 

pâssed. The speeches were Haji uJod. The lis. of 

PreSİd ": t İS C/ers tvâs also releas’ed ,o the press a, a Press Conference held 
ttvo^ourTafter «he termination of our firs, meeting. 

We are stili ErfemCon^Mon^has' been 

accommodation to lıouse t , , , ast twent y months. Unfortu- 

found and efforts have not been la kmg or the 1« J ^ mt d 

oately. nothing has come ou, M We have had 

and no person of mfluence shortcomines right through from 

ı'Sr«5 5 

-. A» -p- 

ahead. I have no doubt that he wıll do so. 

The firs, meeting was delayed due to Sir Adamjee's inability tojeave 
Calcutta earlier as his son vvas away in Australia. saw ıaq . 

assured the representation of the Federation in t ıc entra o , 
will come as a matter of course no\v that the Government o n ıa 
that it has passed the organising stage and has a constitution an o 
to conduct its affairs. 

1 hope the report given above avill gi ve y ou satisfaction and yo ' 
n °t İçel that we have been idling or sleeping. Believe nıe, 1 ^a\e P 
a dev *l of a lot of work for the Federation and every member of the Commı 
». f°" de t e rmined to see that the Federation goes from strength to str g 
\vii7' / 1 nıade it clear to Nurur Rahman that wor k muı>t prc 

the C 0c h-w°rk regularity and with the speed ot lightning. e S* 1 , 

Com^ e ,' nn un dertaking that he was now in a position to cari ) ou 
Ud of Committee and could not make any progress so long as 
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q.MD-E-AZAM as I KNEVV HTM 


► 

held lıecause he had, no atatııs \vUatsoever i 

tirsi incel ing ' v ‘ ıs " ol ’ tlıe Secretary of a body that was 

.r- » » 0l 'S'' n 5l " g tkno-î. «d ruturo d«e. 

iri t o exislcnce at an 


^ 0f Kl 
10 


Yours sincerel 


l y. 


hassan 


From Matheran «Here the grcat leader was taking much- 
rest, he wrote on May 6, 194 lıus - 1 1 



Dcar Hassan: 

I have roceived your letter of 2 4 th April and read the account of the 
succes ful nıeeting of the Federation of Müslim Chamber. of Commerce. 
Thope that you people realise the urgency and the ımportance of Musli m 
indi a makin? every effort to make up the leevvay Whatwe novv wa n t U 
selfless workers and deeds and not mere words and thoughts and speecis. 


I read the account of the nıeeting in the Press, but I regret that it was 
not propcrly manıged and for sonıe reason or the other, it did not get the 
Press as it ouglıt to shave, having regard to its importance. Anyhoıv, I am 
?lad that now that the matter is put on a proper and constitutional basis, 
f hope the Secretary Nurur Rahman vvill \vake up and be as active as it 
is possible to do so. 1 kno\v it is difficult to get in Delhi any accommoda- 
tion, but let ıııe teli you that lots of people have secured accommodation 
long after your Secretary \vas hunting for it, and quite good accommodation 
too.... 


Yours sincerely, 


M.A. JINNAH 


Getting sııi tabi e accomnıodation lor the Federation at Delhi 

■atinued to present an insurmountable problem, notwithstanding 

ir. Jinnah’s view, to which I did not subscribe, that it was lack of 

rt on our part that was responsible for not findinç a sui^able office. 
1 wrote to him on May u : 5 


May 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


I f»nk you for your let.er of the 6th in , tam . 


Ali the news agencv 
at the Imperial Hotel and c P rese „ atatives were collected by Sri Kıshen 
proceedings of th e meetino°^ 1CS ° ^ Pres 'dent’s speech, resolutions and 
press * « is their habit" hu? §İVtm to them - If the Hindu agencie* 
lese are t ^ e difficulties tlnt- C out Muslini activities, what can we & Qt 
. Ur nı ^ on to face al i along the line. 


vve 


With regard to the 

have done our best and aTenmf 0 !!.^a suitable place for the Federation, 

thfu % a * it. 1 have applied to everyone 
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a.ming AT ECONOM1C 

II he ]p us Nawabzada was requested three 
j „ W an *Xl’ hin. agah, yesterday, he swore that he had 
k"'”'" W hen I | am at Nuru,- Rahman tw,ce a tveek He ıs 

'ri’ed i' is be! ' i’place this summef. Such hopes .vere given before only 

.,fui ı, ı s* '["Icıı^d ... 


10 ren* ın 


Yours very sincerely, 


HACSAN 


On May 


i4> 


he wrote from Matheran: 


Aiy dear Hassan: 

, hooe you are betler. I have received a very encouraging letter 
•• • r‘J ., surhl „ me tltat he will do his very best to translate the 
fr« S,rf $*Fedmtion of the Muslin. Chambers of Commerce, tvh.ch ıs 
policy ol lhe and he Wİ H do ali he can to .vork in every way ıt ıs 

“fibleVr hini to do so. 1 hope you people will get together and be up 
and doing. 


With very kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


Our correspondence on the establishment of the Federation 
came to a close after my letter to hini of May 18, 194^, which carried 
the folloıving lines: 


“Since miting this letter I have received your letter of the i 4 th instant 
for which please accept nıy thanks. I cannot say that I am better, but I 
do not feel any worse. I too assure you that everything will be done by 
me to see that the promise made by us to you in regard to the Muslini 
Federation is fully carried out. 


The first meeting of the Committee of the Muslini Federation \vill be held 
111 a ‘ cut ta on the 31 st instant”. 


and Ind «. ^ nc ^ a Federation of Muslini Chambers of Commerce 
C0 " 0 rdinate^th W ^° Se Federations of Chambers was to 

[ ‘fenıands to a rl^f mem ^ ers act ivities and make representations and 
1 ]*halfof its , rom ^ ent: ral Government of India at Delhi on 
I e |d 0 f Corrut^! ^ an ^ to P rotect ar >d promote their interest in the 
I ^ n ging th e nu 1 e an f C Inclustr y> was truly and firmly established 
Fed ely ’. the BritiskTlP^1 ex * st * n § Federations in British India to three, 
1 l*Ye t?' 011 ' Mr r era ^ on ’ ^e Indian Federation and the Müslim 
e Musli ms 0ne lnna .d önce nıore fulfilled his desire. He 
nıore instrument of unity and commercial and 
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, a w hich was so necessary for achieving indep en ,, 

industrial shrength^ the afflirs Q f the homeland which^^ 

grace of Allah " r a s to 

0R1ENT aikways WH1CH LATER BECAME P.,.A. 

. . „ ctic all-absorbing political activity the Work 

D cs p.te fhe , f0 receive the Qaid s attention and it “ 

Tring b th'se n months of political turmoil that Orient Air ways ^ 
created. 

when I w as in Delhi in Jıme 1946 on one of my routine visit, 

1 .l ûn hing vvith the Qaid-e-Azam at his home ,10, Auran g2eb 
and was lun g ^ and n a t ional polıtıcs, he cut me short 

Road, and - S P wel | to talk of Muslims as a nation and to 

demand a sepatate homeland for them, a homeland in vvhich they 
can ive according to their ovvn light and shape the.r own destmy, 
bm do you tealise that such a State vvould be useless ıf we d,d no, 
have the men, the material and the vvherevvıthal torun,,! Do you 
tealise that in India there is not a single atrlıne whıch ıs ovvned or 
onerated bv Muslims? You should know how many such hnes are 
ovvned, financed and manned by Hindus. Do you know how many 
Müslim pilots and mechanics we have in the country? How can 
we do anything with this inadequacy of material—material whıch 
every nation mııst have in ample sııppl) ? 

He was emphasising a fact. I replied that he was right. He 
stood up and with the characteristic gesture of his hand, whıcn his 
political disciples cannot forget, said: “What is the use of admıttmg 
ali this?” 


I tried to submit that the starting of an airline was a big under- 
taking; that it vvould cost a packet of money and it would have to 
face nuıch opposition from vested interests, particularly Hm 11 > 
before the ne\v company, ovvned, financed and operated by M uS ım ’ 
as he envisaged, vvould be allovved to operate. 

He replied that we should trust in God, have faith in our ca ^ 
and go ahead. He, as a “poor man”, vvould purchase shares i n 
company to prove that he backed his idea vvith financial particip at ^ f 
He asked me to discuss the matter vvith Sir Adamjee and my h rot ^ 

Mirza Ahmad at Calcutta and to get busy vvith the task of starting 
airline vvithout loss ol time, as there was little time to losc. 
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aT e coN 0M1C INDCPtNPENCE 

l 1 that it was the Qaid-e- 
b pntlemen >vere to ^id not ask for 

these tvv° g sho uld be done A irways. The 

E f^der “ k "’ on the floatation ° th °, im air line operatecl 
A® 1 "’ ûv s<* to „t only the hrst and °" Musllm public company 
tin-- ^tavs wa , u u t possib | y the first al 'M * 1 |ndto . Shares 

Ori"’‘p A ; rt ition I"d- a b “‘ R cia | and indu*m' h.story corner ot 

i" f p; e k ind in the o "".ere bonght by amounts, and 

0 ' ] at ° ne CI n me bought scrıps haDPY to have just 

,h' l "“ b - C ° n o*e n rs ; «ith linıited "'«m-ho^ they w ere! they wanted 

«h-r-* Rs ' Vparticipating in a Müslim undertak.ng 


■» • - rl fouı* converted Dakotas 

, fter the Company w “/fronfTEMCO ofTexas. We paid, 
re p Chased in USA in . 94 '°"' when , visited the 

■fTremenıber aright, r i n c 0 nneaion vvith my participat.on 

l'S States later the sanıe year m C hono ur of presenting 

Ü*. Haali “JotUted the purchase of three Conva.r 

the case of Müslim I ■ • - aircraft tvere modern, had 

;40 , from 0-^V-^ anJ were faster b at least 

" vice * e nml r ,b h e o r u ° r f The convairs tvere delivered during the year 

, 40 0 m After P trouble from the established Lines, vvhich did not rvelcome 

' ,+ imer the Company obtained permissıon to operate the 
a nevvcomer, t j> y r The Government of 

Cİcutta-Rangoon service as from June ıo, 1947 - 

India’s Director-General ofCivil Aviation, onone pretext or theother, 
kept delaying the consideration of oıır application. Even \vhen we 
tvere ready to conımence our service to Rangoon, \ve had to stand 
bv and meet the heavy establishment expenses of the aiıline toı three 
months before permission \vas granted by New Delhi to conımence 
operations. 


On February 1947, I reported to the Qaid-e- Azanı on the 
progress of our airline undertaking as follovvs: 

delay hrT u ^ rcra ^ are ex P ect ed to touch Karachi tomorrow. A week’s 
South An^er CaUSe ^ Cn route ^ ue to some r ed-tape trouble in Natal (North 
in i rac j er ' Ca b tinıe of vvriting, these aeroplanes are somewhere 

The 

S «Titfng tö the CI ^°" com P^ ete — ready to start operation. W e shall 
d to check our plane lrıl1Jn > Air Licensing Boarcl, to send his representative 
°P er şte on an air ^t ° r ^ ari ' Sat * 0n P r ' or t0 g rar tting us necessary liccnce 

huppose ali this w ili take a vveek to complete”. 
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On Hfhnury '•>. wroteî ?!■■■■ 

... ... '"V •<l'l> l ) t ' lll,m , wl,h “ For R,. 

,i„. ,ı„uv, ıiui ı Iı.*ı- ■‘i’i’ 11 ™ '» r m Orlont A,rw '>y» !>« ı 

|,„rıI aııyihhıg I""... t <>ı»|"»'y ■ ** 


yol 


On Pebruary 28, I wrote to him reporting on the Polif , 
sltuatlon İn Beng.vl and added o para in connection İHth qN 
Ainvnys, vvhich road: 

" , ,, Your appIlCAtlon for «lures in the Orlenf Airvvays vvas r ec *iJ 
four dayı «p and the rccelpt was alrımiled to you yesterday. No s 
allotnıcnt Ih nıado, tho Mccsary lftter wil be sent and within a f ew d 
lı vvill be exclvwgoıl lor the serip» of the Company. 


The basc of tlıe Oricnt Airvvays was at Calcutta. Compared 
xvith i t s sııccessor, tlıc İMA toclay, it vv?s a modest undertaking vvithoııt, 
ol course, government backing or financing. After Partition, Orient 
Airvvays transterred i t s main basc to Karachi anıl operated without 
a day’s brcak its Services ııntil it was absorbed by the nevv Corporation, 
the İMA. İt w as the Orient Airvvays vvhich rendered yeoman service 
dil ring the disturbaııces which follovved Partition. It brought Müslim 
refugees İroni India and llevv out Hindus from Pakistan. Had it not 
been for the Orient Airvvays, there vvould not have existed an air 
link betvveen East and West Pakistan for a long time after Partition. 
Thcse great Services the Company vvas privileged to render because 
it existed, and for its existence and for the subsequent development and 
grovvlh of oıır national airline in vvhich vve take pride today, vve 
shoıdd bless the memory of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 


MÜSLİM COMMERCIAL BANK 


Hovv many of us knovv that it vvas the Qaid-e-Azam who 
encouraged and almost insisted on the creation of another first elass 
Müslim bank in the sub-continent? He vvould say: “We daim that 
vve are a nation one hundred million strong and yet have just °^ e 
bank (the I labib Bank) out of the scores vvhich operate in india 
That, indeed, vvas the correct position. It vvas his persistence, 
and talks vvith the late Sir Adamjee Haji Davvood and my brothet, 
Mirza Ahmad, vvhich brought into being the Müslim Commerc* 


. L 

The Bank was incorporated in Calcutta on July 9 . '9i 1 ! ''* e J 
an authonsed Capital of Rs. 3 erores. After Partition, which fo lo 
soon after, offices of the Bank were opened in the principal t 
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AlMlNO at EU- 

a w i 1 1 1 it s reeistered office at Karachi. 
i,İdle Oİ 1 94® ’ w * _ ? nnn /and in those years, 


, lhc nılddle ol > r >4 ° oco (an( ] j n those years, 

ik-l "P I’!” ” Jj «'ere re.lly big nroney). 

SSii... «»■ — “ d h “ 

a * * 


1 * 


„ m m°ı s™» 1 ™" COMrANr 


ı ı. u wıs the Oaid’s drive and 

Again, lw'V man) ' H abib brothers in Bombay to float 
I ,jL which egged the the Müslim natıon 

; n h ; l "Mul, 1 mma<li.an -^ another essential and nation- 

an opp ortunllN . . ? ju c Habibs launched this enterprıse 

building ufidertak'ng ™ ^ jt a£ a time w hen Müslim capıtal 

«btalned the lund^th^y ^ jn industry . Qaid-e-Azam s name 

"1 r yl'î for the building up of the Müslim nation m ali spheres 
^ eîlmic activity facilifated the task of the promoters ol thıs 

Company to a large extent. 


I can çite cases of other industries which came into being because 
ol the Qaid-e-Azanı’s imagination and foresight, but lor my Presen t 
purpose the few instances I have detailed in these pages shou e 
adecjuate, Those who had the privilcge of kno\ving the Qaid-e-Azanı 
"ili remember with aratitııde vvhat he otten said: 4 Without econonıic 


^uate. Those vvho had the privilege of knowing the C^aıcı-e-Azan 
" ili remember with gratitude vv hat he of ten said: 4 Without econonıic 
progress, freedom is worth nothing as one cannot turn it to full 

advantage”, For us, these woı*ds ıvill never be more true than tlıey 
ar e today. 


ft may also be well to remember that it was Qaid-e-Azam s 


* ‘ ' as ^ on ^ % hiich brought many Muslini entrepreneurs fronı foreign 

ra h I ■»L ' ı . _ . _ . ıı ..1 


hru] 


*^1 are 


J ^ O J A V4Ü11H1 V11U Vliv v/ - O 

^re r S • * S ^ in( ^ ustries in Pakistan. Today, they are well settled 


^ and th-H^ ^ ene ^^ s w hich have accrued to thenı in our free 




^ Ü P of 0llr ^ a 10 a ^ so tnaking noteworthy contribution to the building 


Scanned by CamScanner 






XI 


THE SIMLA CONFERBNCE ANI) GENERAL 


' K) Ns 


TI1E Cotıference convened l.y thc Viceroy, Lor.l W , lv 
I . ^ a ınovc on t ın narı , 




’ME LOniemı^ -. , ' 

* Simi» in June „ 4 Î r«pre.cmed a move on thc part of thc „ 

Government to ropc in the pohtlcal p»rt es or the purpo.e of Carr !J 
on the administration and tacklıııg a lıoM <>l dıllıctdt problenj aı Z"8 

oııt of the War. The Brltish hlea vvas to enlıst the co-opcration 0 f ** 
political paıties so as to creatv an impıession on the outsirle vvorlH 
t ha t indi a was making an appreciatiye contribution to the vvar e ffi )rt 
and was sympathetic to Britain’s aspirafions. İl vvas given out that thc 
Viceroy’s Executive Council vvould be reconstituted vvithin the 
framevvork of the existiııg coııstitution (Government of Irulia Act of 
1919) and that this vvould be vvithout prejudice to the cssential form 
of the future permanent constitution or constitutions for India. The 
proposals vvhich the Secretary ol State for India, Mr. L. S. Amerv 
and the Viceroy, Lord Wavell, announced vvere briefly as follovvs- 

(1) With a vie\v to securing ıınder the existing constitution the 
co-operation of ali communities and sections on the vvar vvith Japan and 
in planning post-vvar economic development thTîxecutive Council 
vvould be reconstituted so that ali its members, except the Governor- 
General and the Commander-in-Chief, vvould be Indian political 
eac eıs ine u ( ing equal proportions ol Caste Hindus and Muslims; 

P ; COn ere . n 1 c ? 0 P art y * e ^ ers an d Provincial Premiers and ex- 
of name s fr^' \ ,p ,1* ^ aiK * Wou ^ as ked to submit panels 

Council - (rt r W IC , V 6 VİCer °y vvou *d s «lect the personnel of the 
tion of responsiM^^ 11011 at ^ le ^ entre vvould nıake possible resıımp* 
of coalition of the nı n i rT'p s * ^ eCt '° n 93 P rovinces on ^ aSİS 

The alacrity vvith wl ‘ ı 1 

releısed shortlv before th" V ^ | U * < “ on S ress leaders, who had beerı 
invitation showed that fE ° ™ terence - responded to the Viceroy Ş 
a chastening effect on them tu™' 0 " f ° r about three - vears had ^ 
of the Viceroy and ioi n the P 1e " a, ' lxiet y to get on the right s)Je 

' tKe bxecu tive Council on the terms olfered 
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THE 


SfMLA 


■ „ ifis |, Government was in mırked contrast to the l 

ur thc Br . y had launched the Quit lııdia” movement • l avado 
P l* "r'ırlier in April ■ 94 *. they had rejected a si,anlar offeTbr ’ 

crashing bank’. Their calcnlations and 
- e d illusory, the CongLiŞligaders now wantrJ to ma k - ' ln S 

for Pg jjtan. The Mulh^û^T^ 
, * vp.rv di ffir.nl t sıt-ıml-mr, it- L~ı . 3 gue was 


. d£ l lt a tıd ■ r■ —LniMJum. ı ne Müslim I 
_ with a very difficult sitnation. İt had to ensure thaTrtT f' n 
quota of Müslim members of the reconstituted Executive C ’u fU 
L'vn from the ranks of the Muslini Leaeue and ı sıfeo C ? Uncı1 was 
ddea for the protection of Muslini inteLt, agaLÎS T F °- 
by the non-Muslım majority in the Council The r decıslons 

Unioııists claimed seats out of the Müslim quota C ° ngrCSS and the 

povverful forces ranged against him R L ı ı ‘ n< * ^dly hced the 
mittee, he took a firm sCd 0 n The two ? the W ° rkİn § Com- 
While the Conçress and other narties !T ?°'T memion ' d above. 
were prepıred m abide bv the ^cerov’ d ^ pa " e ' S ° f names and 
of nanıes, the Qaid-e-Azam stood 'his S ^ j° n ° n the final Se| e«ion 
anv list of names, unless the Lptct § roun d and refused to subrnit 

?-**....The”- *• - r—. 

finally told the Qaid-e-Azam tVnM P d * § an He 

members of the Muslini Uao ,e but T”fiTu P T d t0 İnclude ,our 
representative of the Unionfst Pı 'tv ^ ^ W ° Uİd g ° t0 a 

acceptable to the Muslin, League' for Tl Un ' 

L «gue s status as the reoresenLi ’ k ' r , ,nconslstent with the 
absence of the safeguard „ı. j f b ° d >' ot the Muslims . and in the 
jeopardised. I nııv here ' r °k tb ® Mus ım 'nterests vvould be 

^atthattinıe D.ftce M 1 'T r*t ,* Fİr ° Z Khaı1 No °»' 

kept the Ond-e-Ara K m ber of the Vıceroy’s Executive Council, 

hel Ped the Müslim ‘ TausT . 5 ^ " ' nSİde develo P ments and thus 

e lucid.ıtrrl I US u m ^ ea & ue s position \vas clearlv and convincinglv 
as follows * “u 6 Q au J' e ' Azam at a P ress conference on Jııly 14,194^, 
arranp- * S 0k)vlous t° an y intelligent manthat if vve accept this 

ind e ff na ^ n ttıe Pakistan issue \vill be shelvedand put in cold storage 
ar nno w ^ ereas the Congress will have secured under this 

tow °f rnent v 'bat they vvant, namely a clear road for their advance 
rf s Sec uring Hindu national independence of India, because the 
' Jre Executive will work as a unitary government of India, and vve 
°' v that this Interim orprovisional arrangement vvill have a vvav ot 
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QAIIVE-AZAM as 1 KNFW HIM 


settiîn^ dovvn for an ıınlimited perjod, and ali the forc«» j n , 

O >sed Lecutive plus the known pol.cy of the British Gov* n J' r Ph 
[ ord VVavell’s strong inclinatıon lor a unıted Indıa vvould cnn^ 11 

jeopardise us ”. 1 



in vievv of the Qaid-e-Azam s firnı stand vvhich vvas fe a J| 
the entire Müslim India, the Conference broke up. U vvas a (li % 

of his foresight, statesmanshıp and ınvıncıble determination, |,> l ‘ 
not fal ter, even though he had to face the tnple combination „ r J* 
British, the Congress and the quislıng Muslıms. M 


Chagriııed by their failure, the Congress and other Hindu drH, 
ıaised the cry that the League by its intransigence had vvrccked v| * 
Conference and the Qaid-e-Azam was a stumbling block in the ^ 
of attainment of India’s freedom. İn fact, it was not India’s freedo,» 
but the design ol Hindu domination at the cost ol Muslini interests 
that had been thwarted by his courageous and \vise stand. H e riphtlv 
called the Wavell Plan ‘a snare’ from which he saved the Müslim 
nation, thus paving the way for carrying on the struggle for Pakistan 
to a successlul conclusion. The failure of the Simla Conference hft 
the British Government \vith no otner alternative but to order general 
eleetions to the Legislatures—Central and Provincial—vvhich the Mııs- 
lims had been demanding, for they provided the Muslini League 
vvith the long-avvaited opportunity to prove its daim to he the sole 
representative party of the Muslims. 


. A ter the Sımla Conlerence the Labour Party had corae into poster 
E f, , as f. resu,t of the general eleetions. Sir Stafford Cripps, 
W™ x Mln, f ers in Mr. Attlee’s Cabinet, expressed the 

he at t" ° f ^ Sİmk Conference vvas due not so mucht» 
tuence tr “ m P° S,tİOn of the '"terim Government as to the 
more permanentli em P° rar - v arran gement was likely to have upon the 
and free set t deCISl ° nS f which '™uld have to be made for the fuü 

- ar bettor fo 

of Pakistan nıust fnL P nent settl ement in vvhich the question 
an y minoritv^, hovvever H m ^° r ^ sue - ^ would not be right to alloW 
of self-government i n indi?,!!?,. important, to hold up the attainment 
the Müslim majority D ^ an ^. more ^an it vvould be right to force 

to which thev took fimi" 10 ^ m . t0 a new cons titutional arraııgement 

appreciation of the situatiTn^ru ° b j ectlon ”- 2 This was a re&f 
___ ’ he Q a »tl-e-Azam in the coursc 


of a 
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SIM U c° NfEBt 

. Lr declared: “Let us go ahead with the 

. .„,cf 6, *7 t5» .. 1 ..1 t-. 1 . . 


^Sed. " s t and'rİghteous and is the only soiution for India. We 
0 ıir clai nl is J ^ c elections so that they may önce and for ali convince 
*ant to representative character’ ’. 3 On August 21, 194^ 

those'^ 10 0 ^ orc j w a vell, announced that elections to the Central 
t he Vıceroy* , ^ wou ld be held in the cold weather. 

^Provıncıal Assc 

r „ a ftpr his announcement, the Muslini League started pre- 
ations to contest the elections. It had come a long way since 1937 
l^hen the first general elections under the 1933- Act had been held. 
[ It was no w well established as a mass organisation with branches in 
every province, district, city, tehsil and even villages and was in a 
position to give a fight to ali the forces whose aim was to deprive the 
Muslims of their right to self-determination. The League had its 
Central and Provincial Boards which systematically set about their 
task of selecting party candidates and organising and conducting the 
election campaign. It was a stupendous undertaking \vhich required 
large sums of money. Qaid-e-Azam appealed to the Muslims to con- 
tribute to the Election Fund. Using a figüre of speech, he told them: 
“Give us the silver bullets and we will finish the job.” The Mus¬ 
lims realised that a constitutional battle was going to be fought 
which önce and for ali would decide the future destiny ol the Müs¬ 
lim nation. They rose to the occasion and responded magnificently 
to the Qaid’s appeal. In forvvarding their contributions the poor Mus¬ 
lims \vrote moving letters to Qaid-e-Azam offering to sacrifice their 
lives, if need be, for the national cause. 

I reproduce below a fevv letters exchanged between the Qaid 
and myself with reference to the elections: 


sp eeC 

0 &S 


. on A l >s UJ nıan ent constitutional seıtıemenc. raıtıstan must 
for a o f f re edom and independence of India is to be 

iAeâ il the ıss cıırrpnf |er the issue of Pakistan to anvbodv as 




Quetta, 

24th September, I 94 Î 


My dear Hassan: 

I have not heard from you for a long time. Please let me knovv what 
is happening in Bengal and vvhat youpeople aredoing toface the forthcommg 
elections. Don’t you think that Bengal, headed by Ispahan.s, should han - 
somely help the Provincial and the Central Müslim League Fun s. ^ 
must have been following how magnificently Bombay has acte . 
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QAID-K-AZAM AS I KNEVV HIM 


higlı time t hat Bengal shouM not lag bellimi. This is the time, aıvd o. 
most critical time, when the League should be supported handso mfc ] y a j 
generously by those who are in a posilion to < o so. Flease kecp • 
touclı with what you people are doing and how things are devclopi n „ * 
Bengal. You must have read the recent statement of Nausher Ali, i™ 
ex-President of the Assembly, and the various intngues «hat are going ^ 
co-operation with the Congress leaders. 

Witlı very kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 


2nd October, 194^ 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

1 thank you for your letter of the 2 4th September vvhich was delivered 
iıere last evening. It takes a long time foı a letter to travel frorn Quetta to 
Calcutta. 

I have written you t\vo letters recently, one on the 2$th September 
and the other yesterday. I have tried to put before you as best as I could 
and vvith as little prejudice as possible, the conditions prevailing at my endand 
have sought your valuable advice in regard to myself. I anxiously await it. 

Yes, Bombay has not only risen but jumped to the occasion. The 
response from the businessmen has been magnificent. Here our Mernon 
friends are mostly coming forvvard vvith the excuse that they have already 
subscribed to the Fund in Bombay. Of course, they have been told that such 
tales vvill not be heard as they are established here and have made money in 
and out of our province. 


Nausher Ali and those of his ilk are talking big and making big promises 
to get hold of Congress money vvhich they expect to flovv in the Muslini 
majority provinces. They vvill fleece the Congress ali right but, Insha 
Allah, vvill not leave an impression on the minds of the Muslini eleetorate, 
vvho are vvide avvake. It is very heartening to see many pronıinent non 
Leaguers severing their long connection vvith anti-League organisation* 
and joining our truly rational body. 

'iou do not vvrite regarding your health. Are you fit? 
your programme after Baluchistan and Sindh? Surely you will n°t » 
ect enga . ^ our presence vvill inspire the vvorkers to put in t ^ eır u is 

mum e ort. 1 anı sure you vvill not neglect Bengal. A visit ) ) t 

long^overdue. Novv that the vveather is improving, when may W 


With kind regards, 


Yours very 



hassan 
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t-he 


SI M LA 


CONFERENCt 


Aİ>L^ VJ * 


ı2th November, 1945 


r Mr . Jlnl»^ wo letters of the znd instant, receivnd yesterday. 

W fdonk y» 1 ' fo1 y Rs. , ,00,037-2-0 received by m« 

UR EtECTION FUND -- 5 The co || ec tion work is progress.ng. 

,n<l ^ ,1 wKat you «»te aboui 

1 " tary Board - 

#* n0 "’ ,na "°' , rtaintv that Nazimuddin will not be seeking 

„ is no w almost » c J dccWoIlı in m y opinion, .s a trage^f ot 
the Le^islatuı e . rourse Nazimuddin ıs very sore 

elcCt '° n mitude for the provınce. I t he Provincial Council. 

r-^Clt of the clection « « Board^by m fajrly Uge 

ovCr « some dirty pby b 0 ' , . narty. This is now an 

Calcutta fact, in order ,o 

"" secret. However, althougf N ^ ^ the defelt in silence 

ILinthesolidarityandto fight tn oa5İder hjs decision, but uptıl 

His friends have been „ mus t hotvever be said to his credıt 

;; SZSİ S»«" •' “• "■ 

S the Corning 0 elections a success. 

Shahabuddin has ‘^^‘^^tfthe Musîht/ladies of East Bengal has 
m iss hini ^ J » ^ Q f a few others also svho do not 

also decıded »ot to seek elect o However , t ,,e Corning or not of these 

i::::::* », dikence. but Sir Nazimuddin’s decision, .f 

carried out, will be a tragedy. 

, did no. want to conınıunicate this news to you but felt that l tvouM 
be failine in my duty to you if I did not give you ali the Information . , 
in my opinion, is very important from the League s poınt ot vıew. 

I am not strong, fit and free enough to fight another eleetion and to 
devote 6 to 7 vveeks of my time from early in the morning till late at nigat 
in running from Street to Street and station to station tor conducting m) 
eleetioneering campaign. These are the circumstances that are even making 
me waver. 

The newspapers report that you propose visiting Bengal. I can only 
reiterate what I have vvritten before in this regard. You have not conıe to 
Bengal tor a long time and your presence is necessary at this juneture to 
Saı ^ s ^ ür a good voyage. 

Delh! r s ^ x P ect * n g the summoning of a VVorking Committee naeeting in 
re ceive!{ 1 ° Ut this nacnth. No ııotice hovvevcr has been 


With kindest regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 
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çth December, 


*94s 


Mv dear Mr. Jinnah: 

j 

There »as sponUneous rejoicing in Muslin, quarter 5 »h c „ , he 
vnur election was announced. Need I say hovv glad I am ,|, at J"* 
h s been augh, thc lesson of his life? I canno, forget .he talk betj’?' 
Arfeshir Dallı and Laljee on thc toth & October las. m .he lobby 
Central Assenıbly in the presence of Az.zul Haque and myself. 

Dalal to Laljee: "WeU, I take my hat off to you lor having Mr, ou 
your decision to cross sıvords with j.nnah. You are e.ther a brave mın 0 
i very foolish fellow”. Laljee: Why-I an, not foohsh not do« it 

require bravery to face and defeat Jinnah . 

Dalal: “Oh! really? The result will show who is right, y OU or I” 
Myself: “£xactly’\ 


Amir 4 has been returned with a thunıping nrajority. 1 am bursting 
with joy. Ouı* candidates too are making excellent progress and hsha 
Allah we shall teach our opponents the lesson of their lives. 


Muslini League—ZINDABAD! 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah—ZINDABAD! 

Our cause is just and with Allah’s help we shall go from success to 
success in spite of gigantic obstacles that are put in our way and in spite 
of the nıoney bags that are being emptied at the feet of Muslims \vho come 
forwaıd to abuse the League. 


When may we expect you in Bengal? 

With kind regards and praying for your good health, 


Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 

In the first encounter—elections to the Central Legislative 
Assenıbly the Muslini League emerged with flying colours. It c^p 
tured ali the thirty Müslim seats, the opposing candidates in 
cases forfeiting their deposits. The Congress claimed to be a nationi 1 
body representing the Muslims as vvell as the Hindus, but it cou 
find no candidates to contest the election on its ticket. The so*ca 
Nationalist Muslini candidates sustained a crushing defeat. ^ 
eague s success was even ıııore impressive than that 0 ^ 

Congress which won out of 62 General, in other * 


■ 
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T- V,LA C f , , when elections to the Provincial 

i r0 und was fough T , ]ıa d the significance of 

Th e seC ° n re held in Februıuy * ht t | ıem on tvvo clear-cut 

^KJcrendum, for the Leagu^ of the Musalmans ol 

a A kio d 0 e [y Pakistan * th( _ ' theîr aut horitativc, representatı ve 
issues, ,ıan ^ Müslim Leagı ^ j 10S tile forces—the Congress 

■o^'j^Son. ^ faced ,, a 3 organisation, propaganda machınery, 
or f " |t5 sixty-y eır ° d , | 'Lislfng’ Müslim groups encouraged y 
' vltl c -mcial backıng» th I ® ı ıjnionists in the Punjab a 

Cco n g reSSan VrV n dıMandîords and Hindu moneyed classes 
of powerful leııcs c t j ıe g r itish authorities. The 

rt ng the blessing and supp ^ eS> but it had tvvo priceless 
SroM no. haV ‘“^[ship of Qaid-e 8 -Azam and a band of sincere 
assets the ' nS P" , ng im bued P with missionary zcal to figlıt loı the 
„ d deyoted vvo, ntiou s young men, particularly students ol 
national cause niver s it i e s, Aligarfı above ali, foraıed the vanguard ol 
colleges an wor kers. The Muslinıs in the Hindu majorıty 

■tE voted solidly for the League, although they knew that those 
C would not form part of Pakistan. İt was an act of sacr.fice 
Mıich vvill redound to their eternal credıt. But the League s perfor¬ 
mans in the Muslini majority provinces too was impressıve. The 
fiercest electoral battle was fought in the Punjab whıch was the 
citadel of reactionary forces. The League faced and worsted a mighty 
combination of feudal landlords, nıilitant Akali Sikhs and Hindu 
Banias, backed by the British authorities. They resorted to ali manner 
of corruption, graft, intimidation, coercion and official interference 
to force Muslini voters to vote for the Uııionists against their vvill, 
bul nothing availed agaiııst the avvakened national consciousness of 
the Muslinıs. 

The League’s perfornıance in Bengal too was magnificent. Here, 
spirit ofTnlf k aCt W ^ İC ^ skovvs how our great leader had infused a 
^didites for th eg r° n İn . h , ÎS collea g ues - There were tvvo groups of 
M the other bv ufV'f Ct ' < " )ne was ^ ^7 Khvvaja Nazimuddin 
^‘oninthe f ‘ İ> ’ Suh , raward y- To preclude ali possibility of 
^ Na Z i nuıddi ^ gUe , ranks a | ld t0 ens m*e its success at the polis, 
^ ^ag ue ticket Alî h KdreW hİmSCİf and did not even apply for 

2* r .heistr;;’ worked unitedi ^ - > ‘- m T n d ** 

c °nsHtu MuSİİm Le ^guers , VP gU , ca P ,:ure,:, ' ■ 3 out of 119 Müslim 
t nci «. 8 " " CTe also suceessful from sorae .pedal 



M, 


e n w e 


h Vtr . v kindly acfepTed C ° ntest the ptovincial election, 

P otu mvıtatıon to tour Bengal and 
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q aio-b-a*am - 

... ına l support which was, without druıbt 
a and to give uS h,s 1>C ' i is pr actice, He honoured me by stayi^g 
uctremely valuable- A s w* I a sa l 0 on for the tour in wh4 

itli me ıvlıile in C» <-0 ‘ ' . ea |<er equipment, travelled to the 

he aml his l»' 1 )'-,. ’J,° pr ovinces. At almost every stop, sched^d 

imnortant tovvns ol the 1 st00( j at the cloor of his compartment 
or forced by the P e0 P le ; nıe nt to the Müslim men, «emen , n(1 
and uttered words o erme from far-away places Just to See 
children, some of «holJ " ^ ^ homage he so r.chly deserved. 

their great leader an eater eflort to ensure the success of 

He urged tlıem to make c = m ; ng elections. He called upon them 
the League candıdates m he Müslim League vvas fighting F 0r 

to be united; he tom men... would mean to the Muslirns. 

and what the achievemen and their effort to prevent the 

He warned them ol Hm c ı ıe rished goal. In the cities and towns 

Muslirns from achıevıng ^ ^ Ali along the raihvay li ne 

the “h th“vS of our saîoon rolled, Müslim villagers ıvere 
whıcn ıiı^ " , a 4-:—ısı asm was sn çırpar 


,ver which the " 1 “. , , At tim es, enthusiasm was so great 

gathered to cheer their leader. a ^ ^ ^ ^ (o 


gathered to clıeer , D eople lay across the railvvay line to 

ir»; -s-v 

h ea r his voice. These stoppages became so frequent durıng the d ı) 
that not only the Qaid but also the younger set vvhıch ıncluded among 
others, Suhravvardy, K. H. Khurshid and myself, vvho accompanıed 
him, gı*ew weary after a couple ol days on the train. What ma e 
matteı s worse was that at ali hours of the night a similar demonstratıon 
awaited the Qaid’s train which was running several hours late as a 
result of constant halts and hold-ups. For a couple of nights he bro e 
his sleep alnaost every hour to peep out of his \vindow and to utter 
words of appreciation and cheer to the waiting crovvds. Then e 
grevv very tired and d id not have the strength to continue with * s 
over-strained, round-the-clock programme. I remember onen 1 ^ 
when it was past midnight, in spite of the clamorous demands o *■ ^ 
people assembled to greet him, he refused to leav r e his bed. ^ e . j 
did not have the strength to respond. The gathering outside in slS * 
on having a look at their great leader even if it be for a m«n“ . 

ıe.y cried that they had waîked long distances to see and salutt 
leader. But he would not oblige. They were disappointed 
hey ıvere told by us that the Qaid-e-Azam vvas not too «eli 
the doctor had advised him to rest at night. 

Tl • nh 

the ChM t0 ? u VaS n0t ° n ^ a Success but a conıplete tl,un 

to th Q eir hn the L ? gUe - Muslim viUa gers and tovvn f° ,ks " ‘; c h ^ 
emerged a^T , reso veı ^ t0 ünite and fight for the League " il» 
nerged as their sole and authoritative political party i» lnJW 
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I c tioıı which I have given below proved how vvell the 
.^^fnderstood their leader s message and how they had res- 

Cfi» “• * 

C break-do'vn of the seats won by the League, province- 
‘ ts ^ follows: 

rt ']SC» 

Assam, 3 > out of 3 +j Bengal, ,, 3 out of ,. 9; Bihar, 34 0 ut of 
Orissa, +out ol 4; United Provınces, 55 out of 66 ; Punjab, 79 out 
Jİ6; NWFP, 17 out ol 38; Sınd, 28 out of 3Î (later in the second 
£ ceral elections held m December 1946 the Müslim League captured 
ali the 35 seats); Bombay, 30 out of 30; CP, .4 out of ,4 ; Madras, 
2^ oUt of 29- 




Thaııks to the Qaid s matehless leadership and to the support 
aml loyalty it evoked from the Müslim nation, the League’s repre 
sentatiye status was triumphantly established. For ten vears our great 
leader had worked patiently, methodically and steadfasdy to ünite the 
Mttslims ol the sub-continent and to make them conscious of their 

T d e y \? ,S , eft ° rtS b ° re fruİt ' From now on, nothing could 
obstruct the Musltms ın their march to the goal of their freedom. 

wbJ he 19+6 ele f İOnS were followed by an important gathering 
ch constıtutes a landmark in the history of the struggle for Pak İslam 

, P" Q a *d-e-Azanı called a convention of ali the newly 

c ed Müslim League members of the legislatures—Central and 
ovincıaİT at Delhi. İt was attended by about 470 legislators—a 
<}ue assembly in the history of the Muslini Freedom Movement. 
^ V ea Akıştan embodied in the Lahore Resolution ol 1940 \vas 
•t er clarified and elaborated in concrete terms in the resolution 
g“ Se at the Convention. It was moved by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
e Premier ot Bengal. İt stated, inter aha , that “in the vast sub- 
^ontinent of lndia a hundred million Muslims are the adherents of a 
aı h \vhich regulates every department of their life-educational, 
^°cial, economic and political— \vhose code is not confined merely 
0 s piritual doctrines and tenets or rituals and ceremonies and which 
stands in sharp contrast to the exclusive nature of Hindu Dharma and 
^hilosophy \vbich has fostered and maintained for thousands of years a 
['g'd caste System resulting in the degradation of 60 million hııman 
? ei ngs to tbe position of untouchables, creation of unnatural barrıers 
be tween man and man and superimposition of socıal and economic 
‘^uahties on a large boıly of the people of this country and wh ch 
threatens to reduce Muslims, Christians and other -'normes to lhe 
status of irredeemable helots socially and econom.cally and further 
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‘Mifferent historical backgrounds, tradıtıons cult ures 
that dırtcic (he Hindus and Muslıms have ma( j . Cl tı a | 

ble* the°ewîution of » -gle İndian nation inspired by co mmo „ 
tioııs and id-sals • jl 

The resolution laid dovvn the follovving principles for the solj 

° f thC ‘ nd r e CÎ-east and the Punjab, North-W e st 
ASSam Sind and Baluchistan in the north-west of India, where , he 
Tdims "re in a dominant majority, be const.tuted into e sov 
M f . t stat e” and “two separate, constıtut.on-making bodies b e 
'X by the peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan or the purpo Se of 
f mL their respective constitutıons. It ,s noteşvorthy that thi, 
resolution speaks of ‘a sovereign, independeııt State ınstead of “inde- 
pendent States’ and clearly defines the area ot the contemphted 

Pakistan State. 5 

The unitv and interests of the Müslim nation demanded the for- 
mation of one Consolidated sovereign State—a proposition which has 
been iııstifted by ali subsequent developments in the sub-continent. 
For a mysterious reason it was the same Mr. Suhravvardy who, a 
year later, sponsored and worked for a sovereign independent 

United Bengal ! 

« 

Those \vho are alive today and vvere members of the Subjects 
Committee which was entrusted vvith the responsibility ot drafting 
the main Resolution (9th and ıoth April, 1946) and Mr. K. H- 
Khurshid, \vho was Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azanı at the time, we 
remember that someone pointed out that the vvord “State \vould 
be inconsistent with the Lahore Resolution of 1940 \vhich clearly 
mentioned the word “States”. The Qaid-e-Azam said that the w° r 
“States” was a mistake and had cropped up probably as a result ot a 
typographical error. It was then stated that even the publishe 
records of the Central Office of the All-India Muslini League carrie 
the word in plural. The Qaid-e-Azanı replied what really matteI ? 
was the intention and not the vvord. In fact, he directed that t e 




It may be reca led that on a previous occasion Qaid-e-A Z am had spoken of a sing e 
dent State as Musl.m India's j goal. In the course of his presidential address > ^ 
Madras sessıon of the All-India Muslini League in ı 94 , he said: “The ideok^gy 0 ^ 

League ıs based on the fundamental principle that Müslim India is an 
natıonahty Any attempt to get them to merge their nationality or political ^ t() 
attemn^r W *>e resisted but, in my opinion, it will be futile for «JgJ * 

s n7nf 3re . d ! ter T med - , and ‘et theıe be no mistake about it, to cstablı- 

status of an independent nation and an independent State ,n t his sub-continent’ \ 
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Thus, this minör controversy on the words 


recordŞ, “States” was put to rest by hini. 6 


tf 


State 


hore Resolution of 1940 was by no means the immutable 
T bc ses It was nothing more and nothing less than a political 
La>v of ^ ° Se ^‘ oiitics are never static. They move with the times and 
r esolut'° n a ^ an t o meet the existing circumstances. And this is 
are SUb ^vhat has happened to the Lahore Resolution. In 1946, when 
exactlv ", ia e ı ecte d Müslim Legislators met at the Anglo-Arabic 
Delhi. the typog^P 11 ^ 1 e " or of ,‘ he w»rd “Stirte” was 
C ° fi d thereby deleting the word States whıch had appeared 
•^l Resolution earlier and the reference to territorial readjustments 
fo vvas^eleted. I bave already dealt \vith this particular point in 

detail. 


I m ay here add an important point. Some people pose the ques- 
tion ıvhether the Delhi Convention had the right to make a basic 
change in the resolution adopted at an öpen session of the League 
The objection is merely an irrelevant technicality. From the practıcal 
point of view the Müslim nation itself was the highest ıribunal. 
T} ıe Lahore session could not be considered to be as representative 
of the Müslim nation as the Delhi Convention whıch \vas attended 
bvabout 470 legislators duly and constitutionally elected by the vote 
of the entire nation. The change effected by the Delhi Convention 
resolution had the support of the nation; it \vas not objected to by 
any Müslim. In fact, the nation from the beginning had looked forvvard 
to a united sovereign Pakistan. 


The members attending the session signed a solemn pledge to 
the eflfect that they vvould undergo every suffering and sacrifice to 
uphold the Müslim national demand loı* Pakistan. The proceedings o 
Convention made it abundantly clear that the Müslim League a 
■jeached a stage vvhere it wou!d not shrink İroni a fight to the finiş i 
c °nstitutional methods failed to secure for Muslims theiı legitimate 
t to self-determination. 


L ^ t h e conclusion of the Convention, Qaid-e-Azam in a nıoving 
fe ch declared: “After deliberations we have made a s ° le ™" 
* n this august and historic convention that w 1 ® . 

r j?, r hest we are prepared for the vvorst. In a clear, eı p 



*on in this aııoust and historic convention that w 
!. r ^ le hest we are prepared for the vvorst. In a cltar, en p ^ 
^ite declaration vve have expressed our determinatıon to 


1 h —■ 

t ‘ n>ara, c Ü siu ) e s r ° a V r , ' l r an . ade( l uate 

nc * a İDose con 


ansvvpı* 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


ali dangers. For us there is no other course.. .. We have lostthel 
fullness oF our character. And vvhat is character? Highest sense of ] 
honour and the highest sense of integrity, conviction, incorrupti. | 
bility, readiness at any time to efface oneselt tor the collective good 
of the nation. And yet, we have done wonders. In five years our j 
renaissance has been a miracle ot achievement. I begin to think it has \ 
been a dream. How rapidly the nation is developing that character 
aaain in its pristine purityl” Then in prophetic tones, Qaid-e-Azam 
declared: “Is Britain going to decide the destiny of hundred million : 
Muslims? No, nobodf can. They can obstruct, they can delayfora j 
1 itti e while, but they cannot stop us from our goal. Let us, therefore, 1 
rise at the conclusion of this historic convention full of hope, courage I 
and faith. Insha Allah, we shall win“. 
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LEAGllE-FROM THE ARMCHAİR T n , 
MASSES. R T() THE 


at 

in 


necember, ışofe, the All-lndia Müslim League w, ıs founded 
b f or the purpose of protecting and fuı thering Muslini rights 
^litical social, economic and educational fields. NawabVi<|ar-ul- 
*1* d Khıvaja Sir Salimullah, the Nawab of Dacca, were the prime 
S!a ' “ The Naıvab Bahadur, with the liberality characteristic of the 
Mimaristocracv, played hoşt to ali ıvho responded totheinvitation. 
fethe session of the All-lndia Muslini Educational Conference 
leh «as attended by nıanv Muslini dignıtarıes and feadmg figures, 
mi of the participants of the said Conference formed the All-lndia 

Masİim League to enable the Muslims of the sub-contment to presem 

their needs and grievances to the British Government . 
manner and to make representatıon tor the sa cguaı J eDU tation 

of the community in various fields. Every now an ağam, • ^ 

was organized to \vait upon the Viceroy or tıe ? V b rcenta ge 

foradequate representation on pııblıc bodıes oı oı a ar g P t he 
in the Government Services or for better educational of 

drcumstances prevailing at the time, the lea ers cou . 

üghting for their rights in the sense that we unccrs 

n ıe jvluslim 

Like its counterpart, the Indian Nationa ong » u j wea ther 
^“ ea gue met önce or twice a year, almost always ın e g t0 the 

^ in salubrious surroundings, to pass a reso utıon j j epU tations. 
King-Emperor and to nominate members of delegatıons 

ı fhe ‘attainment 

by 1913, the League had changed its cıeec narticip ate< ^ 

0 Şelf-government suitable to India . İn coniing ) e ^ r ’ T1 - e ss for the 
ln ‘niportant discussions \vith the Hindu-controlle ° r ° e sentative 
^tlement of various issues facing the country. t e ss agr ee " 

e Taracter \vas established vvhen, in 1916, the League nC j u Jed- ^ r ’ 
commonly known as the Lucknovv Pact Avas ^ a( j re pre- 

nr iaVı, \vh.o had been previously a staunch Congıessıte ^ 190^ 

Se nted the Congress as a member of its delegation to o 
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and 1914, was mainly responsıble for this rap proc he menf 
the influence it had attained, the party did nothing i m * ‘ Hu* of 
way of organizing the Müslim masses as an effective p 0 w S1Ve ^ tfc 
Even after Mr. Jinnah’s return in 193$, from his self-inL* Ical f or Ce 
London, the shape of the League had hardly altered fo r 
Some provincial Müslim Leagues existed on paper and the ? 
tion’s name was almost alvvays utilized by a microscopic f ew w ? rgani ^ 
themselves as leaders to further their own interests. Then ca ° P ° s ^ 
Government of India Act of 19 İS which foreshadowed a mea ^ e 
autonomy and parliamentary rule in a limited field. This was a sCv 
the arm for politicians. Mr. Jinnah was awake and watchf u l. tyu 
his foresight and political acumen, he savv in these reforms an opn 0r 
tunity to awaken the Muslims from years of slumber and lethargy^ 
to make them appreciate that the time had come, when they, t 00 
like the majority community, should play their full part in the political 
life of the country. He resolved to convert the galaxy of estimable 
gentlemen and a set of armchair politicians and resolution-framers, 
into a virde body of vvorkers who would spread the message of the 
League to the common man throughout the length and breadth of the 
sub-continent and transform it into a mass organization. 


It was after the Bombay session of the Müslim League in April 
1936, that a decision was taken to re-organize the League which 
Mr. Jinnah had often described as being in a moribund condition. 
The decision vitally affected the trend of Müslim politics in future, 
with far-reaching consequences to the political outlook of the Muslims. 
The policy of merely passing resolutions and forvvarding them to the 
proper authorities and awaiting results thereafteı*, was radically 
changed. The League leadership entered the arena of practical politics 
‘turning its appeal from the limited circle of the intelligentsia to the 
millions of enfranchised electorate’. The Calcutta evening paper, the 
Star of India, initsissueof April 22, 1936, referring to the inıportance 
of the session and those who took part in it, rightly declared: “ The 
combination of the commercial magnates, landed aristocracy, 
intelligentsia, the left-wingers of the Müslim League, under the leader- 
ship ot Mr. Jinnah, vvould be a tremendous force in Muslini politi c ' 
to be reckoned with”. 




In deciding to overhaul the League organisation as an eflfectıve 

party and redefinmg and reorientating its policy, Mr Tinnah’s vie«* / 

were consistent with his political past. ‘The Ambassador of Hin^ \ 
Müslim Unity , who m the past had played his full part in bringing 
Müslim League nearer to the Congress, was keen t ‘ 0a rappr ochenH nt 
bettveen the two bodıes . His speec hes of the period sho'v his intcn^ 
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Pr nose S nTndian politics. Stili he believed that 
the Hindu* and Muslims «ere not 
-•X nce* which ./ l b V e composedif asincere and honest effort 
" Lble an d could beÇ° ^ Mafch 6> I 93 6 , at a crovvded 
nbr" 1 !’ , ln his speech, 1 Rli u a JJ Lahore, Mr. Jinnah asked: 

'r ld :3Îİ n» 0 n, y ~ 

|» 1 h,,|| w elearntolate t have any leaders, meet 

') I İ i» «tat the ^ st > atesmen> J not as Hindus, 

İ iher,andşitdownaspol l ies ahead and devise ways 

1 *■ - Chrıstıans and sce & Aat the Muslims 


Chtistiansand^ee ^ tW «he Muslims 

and maans ol destroymg 8 Hindu nat ionalist to stand by the 

9 „x.ous ın<l 1 a V rth ; freedomo ftheland. Onprevıousoccas.ons 

^nlryandstıu® ^ w hich had been publıcly expressed 

JM trled t0 d,s Py , soecially Mr. jawaharlal Nehru, about his 
l'V tnany a Congress 1 »derspe,- > of ^ Le ague What 

' lte, ° 0 TdteS ^P-P»“ » d hİS keenness for an 

greater proof ol his sın ) 1 1 cou ld be Jesired after 

honourable understandıng. wı 1 historic city of 

his famous declaration of March 2 .936, at the - of 

Uhore (w he re 4 vears a«er, as ‘master 

the Congress, especıal y . f amous Pakistan Resolution) 

ol ali he surveyed the Leagııe adopte r _r prence he said : 1 

in which referring to his part at the Roun a e friends because of 
“1 displeased the Muslims, I displeased my Hindu because o 

«he ■famous' ,4 points. I displeased the Prınces because I vas de d y 
against their underhand activities and I displeased the Bnt.sh P 

meni because.. . .lrebelledagainstitandsaidthatıtwasalla fraud 

but vvhatever I have done, let nıe assure you, t ere as National 

in me, not the slightest, since the day vvhen I jo.ned the I « b ™ 

Congress. it might he i have been şvrong ™ been 

never been done in a partısan spırıt. My ^ ,J d ^ communa l 

the welfare of my country . M V 1 nclu d e a ‘I will not and cannot 
co-operation and understandıng and ’ 2 

give it up. It may give me up, but I wı no 


> Mr. Jinnah realised that 

people’s sanetion and support and unless ana u t F > 



‘ ChlI an J Militan' Gauttc, March ^’..l.sDectsof the üevelopment of the Müslim Uague 
1 Citcd by Z. H. Zaidi in his paper on A.pcc 

Policy, 1937 - 1947 ”* 
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llhr ore anization it could not be taken seriously by thec,„ to 
•> P°P l : r . £ c lear in a statenıent ıssued on ApHİ 27, , 9)6 
He , ma . Hind us cannot take Muslims serious y and the Cong,-J’"" '«= 
U ' b seriously, because, so »ar we Mushms have not p « 
1,0 s ves uorthy of alliance and unt.I vve do shovv by 0U r deed, 

0 li. v that vve are ready to take a proper place i n the 

h l ° U r Z country there cannot be a vvhole-hearted and real Sett |‘ 
h n t My advice to the Muslims is that they should first orga„ itt 
T n Zuls and deserve before they desıre. We are engaged i„ , hc 
thc . nr r ,,,,,'nizing electorates and training 80 mıllıon Musli ms to 
f ila level ol' pflitical understanding so that they might be soldiera 
’ £ tedy for the national struggle. I have alvvays felt that ,f M usl ims 
./ 2 .K in one voice, a settlement of Hındus and Muslims would 

C0U d S P? k While Muslims are, therefore, justified in putting 

thdr ovvn affai'rs 'in order and in organizing themselves it does not 
eln that in the meanvvhile, they should not stand firmly by nat.ona 
n erest. İn fact, they should prove that their patrtottsm ıs un-sull.ed 
and that their love of India and her progress ,s no less than that of», 
other community in the country .’ 3 In fact, Mr. Jtnnah vvas so keenon 
co-operation that he did not regard even the separate electorate orthe 
Communal Avvard as an ideal arrangement. They were, to ım, a 
temporary measure which could be replaced by something better. 

Witb his views clearly defined, Mr. Jinnab took tbe first impor 
tant step by calling a meeting of the All-India Müslim League Parliamen^ 
tary Board at Lahore in June, 1936 vvhere, inter aha stock was takeno 
the existing political situation in the country. Discussions were he 
on how to convert the League into an active political organization 0 
the masses, the strategy to be employed for winning the maxim ur ‘ 
number ol seats for the League candidates, both at the Centre and 
the Provincial Legislatures, on the Manifesto and rules of the Central 

orlni r rr' t. ?T ntary Boards - on ‘be selection of persons to 
o,gamze branches of the League in the provinces vvhere the Musl"" 

which related directly or indi ^ ^ P ublicit y and ° n 3 

lectly, to issues vital to Muslina u 

tary Board at Lahore 1 that* ÂV''“ after the me eting of the Farha^ 
ourselves to work for the re-o r -^ abman Siddiqui and I P* e .^ e 
Müslim League under Mr. ı i| ^? l , Zat ! on an< ^ re-invigoradon 
1 936-47, the League \vent throughm! n eadershi P- During the 

) ' lc cissitudes but it cont* Tl11 


3 Cited by Z. H. Zaidi in his paper 
Policy 1937-1947*. 


on 


Dcvelopmcnt thc Muslim utf» 
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lE . mass organization. I kepi constantly in 

>h as a vigoıo- ^ some G f the phases of the 

a) V r T lıîp of the letters I exchanged with him 


ı nincr among the Muslims and the growing 

Tk P»P Uİal , aW ?titude g of the Congress leaders had brought the 
I JLed bv the »«““ ressives - among the Müslim politicians 

tl ' n \g r vBtLV eS ’ arK tU There was naturally a difference of outlook 
i»>^ efcld h 0 bewe e en the two vvings. The New Müslim Majlis, of 
and »PP r ° ach ' active member, belonged to the progressıve group 
1 «, a f ted pronouncements in the past and his personal 
Mt- Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and myself at Nidou s 

i Thore to rid the League of reactionary and conservatıve 
^7nts and to make it a popular organization encouraged the 
mbersoftheNew Müslim Majlis to join the organization. Naturally, 
n; with some of my other colleagues, was keen for a rapid 
transformation of the League into a powerful body with a wide and 
popular base, capable of fighting foreign rule and securing an honourable 
plice for the Muslims in a free India. The ‘conservatives’ with their 
eves on the offices available under Provincial Autonomy resisted such 
achange, for it affected their vested interests. They even seemed to 
be afraid of popular forces gaining the upper hand within the League 
and adopted underhand means to obstruct the objectives for which 
Mr. Jinnah stood. I was impatient and could not stand this attitude on 
their part. In a letter dated March 23, 1937, 1 complained to my 
Leader about the outlook of these office-seekers: “I honestly feel 
t at self-ınterest has önce again proved to be a greater interest than 
e ınterest of the community. I felt that the Mussalmans of Bengal 
misraf last ’ § ot ^ a ck a P or tion of their lost self-respect. I was 

wont Z ■' A ^ dated Aprİİ 4 ’ I9Î7 ’ Mr - J İnnah > as was his 

on on rh^f 6 ^ t0 c be P atlent: ‘ You cannot expect everything to go 
the*Te onlv' f K S ,° f a hİ S h h d^eloped Standard of public life, as 
U P the aims 1 tbat are bein g made - Tou must not mix 

ltnrr >ediatelv th^v' 6 'Y*'- ı Y 6 ac ^ ievements - The aims are not achieved 
Has done well and aie aid ?°T But 1 think > on the vvhole, Bengal 
ofc °urs e , W j t h '' 6 must ^ t1lanktultor small mercies. As you go on, 
f rove mo re and moT^ ^ thin § s are bounc l to develop and im- 
• 5 er events showed ^ ln acco ydance wıth our ideals and aims’. As 
, xvas only throuoK r, J llınaı s approach to the question was right. 

»as convetd UStamed effort and work that the 

ınto a strong and popular organization. 

n ] aıa u an -, 

S> actuated by an earnest desire to bring about 
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flprstanding between the League and the Congress with a ., 

fisrirsa» ^ « -tr 1 ^ 

T!h! imnression at the time was that they would be resunied M 
more propkious moment. After the general elections to the Provi^ 
Assemblies in February, > 937 , *ere was a propaganda ca mpai 
bv the Congress leaders that a formula fer the settl ement of the Hi„ d g u . 
Muslini nufstion had been evolved as a resul t ol Jı-mah-Prasad taife, 
and Dr Rajendra Prasad had offered to get >t rat.fied by the Congress. 
î was among those who thought that this prov.ded an opportunity f or , 
League-Congress settlement and was a step m e rıg t dırectıon to 
solv! the political tangle. On july 2 2,. 937 , NooruddmandIdespa.ch- 
ed the foLving tele|ram to Mr. Jinnah: In our op.mon Rajendra 
Prasad’s offered ratification of your formula regardmg Hmdu-Musha 
differences should be given best consideration. K.ndly w.re opm.on . 

In his reply dated August . 937 , Mr. Jinnah referred us to his 
statement on the question. I reproduce here the relevant port.onsof 
the statement dated july 26, . 937, as they throw l.ght on the course 
of the negotiations and the correct position: In what he (Dr. Ra)endra 
Prasad) characterises as a ‘sporting offer’ he makes another statement 
\vhich is absolutely incorrect and without Foundation. e sa ) s 
making a sporting offer to Mr. Jinnah that I offer to get the formula 
accepted by the Congress even today ii he offers as he had done t en 
to get signatures to it of ali Mussalnıan Leaders barring one or t\\o 
whom he had named to me\ It is a conditional ofter devoi o an) 
sporting spirit. In the first place, I never offered to get signatures to 
Babu Rajendra Prasad’s formula of ali Müslim leaders barring one or 
^ two vvhom I had named, or any leader. Babu Rajendra Prasad as ^ 
götten the genesis of our conversations. I vvas requested by ^ 
Rajendra Prasad and other Congress leaders to meet hini, an ^ 
question was how to put an end to the bitter controversy that ^ 
raging at the time över the Communal A\vard until a substıtute ' ^ 
agreed upon between the communities concerned, and that s ° ^ 
utilise the Provincial Constitution for \vh?t it was worth and carr y 
our united struggle until we secure a constitution for our c0U ^ 
which will satisfy our people. This vvas not acceptable to Babu 
Prasad and his friends. 

* tute 

Next, it vvas suggested that if they would propose a sub ^ sts 
on the hasis of joint electorate vvhich would be more in the inte sidt>r 
of the Mussahnans than the Communal Award, \vould 1 then ct j, 
it ? 1 naturally said, if any such proposal came with the universal supf 
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uınities concerned, namely, the Hindus, and Sikhs, I would 
W 6 C °^iore the session of the All-lndia Müslim League without 

pijc '; 1 e 

Rp/,' 

■ ^ >vas prepared to meet Dr. Rajendra Prasad and discuss 

J . . i frt 1-ıîm ormrrlinfrUr Rı i !• 1^I- PrTnrI 

the issues 




an d had vvritten to him accordingly. But Dr. Prasad, mainly 
the ıssuc ° aan( j a p U rposes, issued a public statement regarding his offer. 
tor P r °P a & as nQt a p ro peı* course was pointed out by Mr. Jinnah in his 
P®*' t- “It is somewhat astonisbing that Babu Rajendra Prasad 
i* 6 ,, ha ’, e a dopted the method, the manner and the channel of 
S °roach, through which he flung this ‘sporting offer’ with regard 
to^an issue vvhich involves the fate and the future of eighty million 
Mussalmans and the country at large. In ali seriousness, I appeal to him; 
does he think that this is the right way to öpen negotiations through 
the channel of the press for the settlement of this vital and far-reaching 
question? Surely, if a substitute for the Communal Award, which the 
Mussalmans have already accepted, is to be proposed, it can only come 
from the Hindu and Sikh leaders who are opposed to it and the two 
conununities directly concerned. 1 can repeat no w what I said when 
wecommencedour talksatDelhi in January, 193Ç, that if Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad is so sure of getting the Congress to adopt his formula as a sub¬ 
stitute for the Communal Award and informs me to that effect vvith 
the authority and sanction of the Congress, 1 will place it before the 
All-lndia Müslim League without delay. . . . The sudden change of 
front and the manner, the method and the channel namely, the press, 
that are adopted and vvhat is being reported in nevvspapers about a lew 
Muslims in the United Provinces threatening to leave the Müslim 
League if 1 do not carry out what Dr. Rajendra Prasad has enjoined 
tne to do, lead me to suspect that it is not a genuine desire lor an 
onourable settlement, but is an attempt to divide the Mussalmans, to 
İt the Müslim League and to strike a blovv at unity among the 
jhıssalmans lor vvhich I have been vvorking”. 

not ^ onc ^ U( h n g his statement, Mr. Jinnah appealed to Mussalmans 
men ^l§ ive wa y to defeatism: “To those who suffer from a defeatist 
^lussal 1 ^’ * ’ ^ ave coura g e an( l faith, Delhi dur ast and I say to ali 

and uni 1 ^ 5 ^ n( ^* a t0 or g an lze, consolidate and establish solidarity 

c °nditi 0 ? ^ rv ' ce > suffering and sacrilice are absolutely essential 
pbc e :° nS , e ^ ore we can achieve anything big and secure our rightful 
e na tional life of our country”. 

F 1 ® Con S c ^ ar lhcation of the vvhole position convinced us that 

^°ttlatedT ea ? ers ’ ‘ s porting offer’ vvas merely a propaganda stunt 
0 malign Mr. Jinnah, create a split in the ranks ot the 
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Müslim League and frustrate the efforts to bring about u nity , 

solidarity among the Muslims. 

If furtheı- proof is necessary to establish that Dr. Rajendra P ras , 
wanted to vvriggle out of an embarrassing situation by having pro < 
to deliver goods beyond his power, I shall quote a statement issued bv 
Bengal i Hindu leaders-Makhan Lal Sen Satyendranath Maj umdar 
Indranarayaıı Sen Gupta, Nepal Chandra Ray, Dul al Chandra Mi tra 
Chapal Kanta Bhattacharya, Dhıres Chandra Chakravartı— 
appeared in the Leader, Allahabad, ol July i£, 1937 = W 

“Babu Rajendra Prasad’s statement in thıs connection, has, 
however surprised us most. The formula that evolved out of thes e 
compromise talks had for its basis the infamous Communai decision 
and was deemed in some respects to be more reactionary than the 
decision itself. In the circumstances, we are only left to \vonder how 
Babu Rajendra Prasad could assure Mr. Jinnah of his wearing down 
Hindu opposition, particularly after having sustained heavy defeats in 
Bengal and the Punjab on the question of Communai decision itself. 

If Babu Rajendra Prasad thus chose to keep his attention confined upon 
the Hindus alone, may not one enquire what became ol the Congress 
daim to represent ali the communities composing the Indian Nation?’ 


“In the present controversy, however, the main point at issue is 
how did the negotiations break down? According to Babu Rajendra 
Prasad, the negotiations fell through because Mr. jinnah insisted upon 
having Pandit Malaviya’s signature, which could not be secured. We 
happened to be present at Delhi at the time the negotiations reached 
their culmination and weı*e called upon to discuss the matteı* with the 
Congress President, Babu Rajendra Prasad, and with the Congress 
leaders. It was novvhere stated in the terrns nor were we ever given to 
understand that ratification by Mr. Jinnah of those terrns was condi- 
tioned upon Pandit Malaviya’s agreement thereto. Had it been s0 > 
Mr. Jinnah should have directly opened negotiations with 
himself as the only person who could deliver the goods. But possı } 
Mr. Jinnah knevv Panditji too well and was discreet enough not to ac 
Panditji with proposals that carried so much their own condemnatıon 

“Not to speak of Panditji, even Bengal M.L.A.’s and ourselv^^ 
our discussions with Babu Rajendra Prasad expressed our unqua ^ ^ 
disapproval of his formula. We could not do othervvise inasnio ^ 
public opinioıı in Bengal, in and outside the Congress, unmısta 
asserted itself against this formula. Babu Rajendra Prasad wa ^ ^ 
informed of this from the wires he had received in tlıis com u 
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V, THE ARM^ nn “' 
tC f rOM 

lEA g1 ıı a c leadinc public men ın 

I M1, s - ^ 

Ji<:,r Caniler. 


Pi'^ble nıan " . ere was absolutely no d.fference 

fore not a fact *h»t there contrary> the proy.nce 

"lti s > there ,eıı on thisqn est,on ■ ° decision made its opmıon 
n 6 Cong reSsn ff cte d by the C °™ > n '', terms f r om the very outset. 

.îd**^ .»»inst the Jinnah-Prasa t in the nature of 


-rSSy *2, SK*. - 

£*££5 <•*«™ r “ ,rem 

hClP '!ing convinced that the Co^^ers r^eTvîgp Boî 
Be ' f we started the League own province of Bengal. 

settlement, t h e organızatıon m ) ? l e aders and the 

J1 was not•» co -ordinatıon an ’° J roup ’ s dissatısfaction 

î kr ,^ Mn^m Lea g Ue WİS 0rg d n me to PProach our leader and 

S afcirsofthe League spurr d m to ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"'tinse him of the State of atfa of pro -Congress lean- 

dıe branch as I suspecte some j wame d Mr. Jinnah that ın 

ings. İn my letter of Au f St ffil ’ iat ^ the branch vvhich was headed by 
casehe was unable to d. - to devise means to capture 

inellicient ıvorkers we wou repeated protestations and 

it, lock, stock and barrel . Desp.te my P ^ ^ t an un . 

constant appeals Mr ^ nna " course n <lealing vvith the Bengal 
ZStSL ^“ep>y* -eivedfronıMr. Jinnah was 
again nıost instructive. He wrote : 


“You see it is not easy for me to dis-afhlıate the Bengal J’™' l " CU ' ^even 
League unless there are some categorical charges agamst them, even 

nowif you willlet me know definitely as to what they hıve one exac Y* 
the President, the Secretary or the Executive, I can place the matter betore 
the Council of the All-lndia Müslim League, After ali, I have no power as 
President to dis-affiliate. But before l put the matter before the Councıl, 

1 must hîve defini te charges against the Bengal Provincial Müslim League, 
°r its Executive. So far, even according to you, it has been a dead organiza- 
h°n, and a vague charge that it is pro-Congress is hardly enough. What 
have they done? Or, what are they doing which you people ccmplain of? 

“g r ee with you that there aıe certain elements in this dead organization 
j °.. are undesirable. But this şort of general allegation is not enough. 
w |! ’ ^herefore, beg of you and our friends there to capture this organization 
>ou can easily do and make it yoııı* own, il the public opinion is 
ea'v ^° U ’ ari( ^ ^ y° u can enroll a large number ol members, it is very 
0 acc °nıplish the task”. 
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This advice not only point. out the current method to be l 0 ]| 

, u ,V,o stand for reformıng the.r organızatıon b ut , 
dlproves the charge that Mr. Jinnah was dictatorial in method £ 

temper. 

Shortly after the Lucknow Session in October, 1937, there WltJ 
bve-election in Bijnore (U P ) wh.cb was won by Hafiz Moham mjl] 
İbrahim who, after betrayingthe Muslini League, had beenappoi^ 
a Minister in the Congress Cabinet m U P. We were d,sappo inteıl 
1 ıvrote to Mr. Jinnah on November 9 . 1 937 • 

“The expected his luppened at Bijnore. The Congress a.e intoxic«ed 
with the ir victory forgetting totally that it tvas the Muslin, Gıeen hanner, 
and inscriptions from the Holy Qoran and the Fatvvas of the Pırs and the 
Jamiat-ul-Ulema that gavc them the victory. To me, this deleat ıs a victory 
for it w ili egg us on to better \vork and ünite us ali . 

Again, on November 22 , 1937 » I wrote: 

“From reports received 1 am sorry to inform you that the Moradabad bye- 
election in UP is not going too well for the League candidate. This is a 
great pity and unless proper candidates are set up and the League works very 
actively in their support, repeated defeats w il l lıave a bad effect on the 
political morale in our camp. 1, therefore, request you kindly to keep 
the UP people up and doing”. 

i* The reverses in a few electioııs did not dishearten Mr. Jinnah. 
■'He seemed unaffected by the depressing letters vvhich I had vvritten 
to him about the affairs in Bengal and the United Provinces. He 
premaıned cool and steady and advised me not to despair. In reply to 
my letters, Mr. Jinnah wrote on November 28, 1937: 

h rr ** t "? 

tunatelv u * together ancl keep up sustaıned effort and unfor- 

commaU the respect a d"^ ot out standing position there vvho could 

naovem^t tiMTo" t ™aTf, °f t ^ ** 

ovvn. There is nothina to despair ^ P '° V,ncPS wül soon conıe int0 ,tS 

going tomake the slightestdiffcrenc» T ° f °" e ° r tW ° electionS ' S n °* 

and we cannot always win’’ ' 1 seeır >s a temporary disappomtmenf 

the bye he el L ectİ U ns« e s2 lly W ° n tHe Mo t.tdabad bye-election and also 

So M ;. Jinnah wroL :c ;TCo:t,b e U ' a :f ^r succession. 

“l am glad you have bucked up. w., k, , 

and also at Saharanpur and mv inf ' C conıe out alright from Moradabad 

Sc. huck U p“. P ‘"formation is ,h» B ul a n |luhr is a c-ertainty. 
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... Tllfc' AHMCIIAİR TO THE MASSES 

t v£A gue f* oM 

. „.„ ic t o my İcader on December i ç, 1937: 

. hilant ancl ' 

j j l1 1 ‘ Livc ] i analı: We smartecl under thc pain 

- . , dit' Lcûg uı ‘~ ,A y| cma in Bijnor. God was merciful and 

•' jofVai * th ; toar thl» humiUation lor long The tables are now 
,F*> ur .| oV v us »u b ^‘ . w h a t t he Pandits and the Hıgh Gurus of the 

' il1 Sınd ' sh0l, ! (l ‘ ut their influence and control över the Müslim masses. 
»an r..J ıhout 1 11 ^ ^ tQ bc sa ] v ation lor the down-trodden 

iheıı the Congress should realise vvithout 

■ ^tmnna o» i '—1 1 1 --- 3 

Kumlr^ 


■F;;;;: A'"''""" 1 ■< ıi *«* 

" HV»* i'/freedom cm oniy be alhicvcd by co-nperation. and 

„ deUv *« ’ . T.he lareest minority in lndia. The accred.tecl 

" ,r * ,.i.»r the 8 ““ dw, , u nl i n orify tmlay is the All-India Müslim League 
by 8 .^ftive » l ,h,s 6 .?. ıKelr ,,-nses and tnfet ıbc League on a 




rıtv mj -- 

SS corac to their senses and meet the League on a 
l down sevcral steps from their hıgh pedestal- 


•uJ thc sı)(> ^liiYibine dow»» -- ı . , 

Ctb “f “TİSCİ, L «etional unity, progrcss and happ.no» 


d the sooner 
thc bettor w 11 » 

1 had »skeci me to keep him informed of the 
Mı*. J ,nnah ha r „ at» nffaiK r»f the LeaPtıe. I felt it as 


Sinc e Mr. J' n " and about the affairs of the League, 
finlittca 1 Jevelopm him also on questions which were not 

bounden duty to .11 .1- 


my bounden duty o |ncc As , have related elsevvhere, the 

directlv the conce declared their adherence to the League 

.. -,'»h ^xr^”±i r 


"''S and tvould work for the League vvhose pİedge they had signed. 
to h 1 did not seern to be naoving in the right direction. 1, there- 
fore ap^rised my leader of the situation m the Punyab and wrote to 

him on January 2f, *93 8 : 


•The Unionist Group that came and svvore allegiance to the League in 
Lucknovv is apparently trying to slip avvay from the bargam that ıt has 
struck. Ever since their return to the Punjıb, the leaders of the Unıomst 
Party İme mide no attenıpt whatsoever to try and spread the gospel of the 
Leıgııe to the people of the Punjab. T he Congress on the o f her hand, is 
moviag very fast. I am confident that the hand of Emet son* is busy in 
pulling the string of these nıarionettes. Apparently, he does not look \vith 
bvour on the advanced policy of the League vvhich has almost corne in llne 
"ith and, in some instances, göne turther than the Congress itselfî He 
"ints reıction to remain and tlais can only be done by dıscouraging the 
spread of Mtslim League ideals and principles. I have it on good authority, 
“t this is in absolute strict confidence betıveen you and 1, that attempts 
e eıng nüde and excuses are beiııg devsied vvhereby tbe promised seşsion 
° , ' Ul 8 ue fejuncil M Lahor ’ ' " ' * 


İBbınit ii Lanore in April mıy not be held. I respectfully 

in i,k tü ^? U w kether the Unionist \vants it or not, the true Leaguers 

shelv 


' "u-ıuer me unionist \vants ıt or not, tne true Leagucıs 

Mle| vinır 0 . S S ot * n touch with from now to see that there is no 

s'-tccessful r j ) ° 1 ' : P orıemeı ’ l t of this session. The Punjab needs a good and 
ssıon to get the League running on its ovvıı motive poıveı. 


Oaee it o e t s "" 1<J ^ et rne Ceague running on its ovvıı motive povveı. 
^■'Rî’s Mnn ^ lerı bashallah, not ali the Kinu’s Horses and not ali the 

W '“ S,0 P *e Muslin. League again” 


’’ Hwk «l Kr„. 

K’ lhen Go 'emoı- of the Punjab. 
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Despite the attitude of the Unıonısts, the current 0 f th 
\vas running verv (ast through the country and 1 was surethat th 
Avere hesitant in their support would swim ıvith it btfot 
It had been the desire of the Müslim Leaguers in Bengal that * S 
India Muslini League should hold its annual session at Calcutta \ ^ 

session was eventually held at Lucknow. We, however, penistir*' 
our eft'ort and the Organizing Committee unanimously decidedto ! ' 
to Mr. Jinnah to hold a special session at Calcutta during the £"*■ 
holidays of 19 3 8 • We set U P a tastefully decorated open-ai r StadiJ^ 
Mohammad Ali Park, and the Town Hail was kept in reserve i n ^ 
a Norwester rain and stomı. Mr. jinnah accompanied by Mis* F at ii! 
Jinnah reached Calcutta on April 16, 193 ^> and was accorded ame mor 
able reception at Hovvrah station. The station itself and ali theapp roa 
ches to it w e re so crowded that I could not go near Mr. Ji nnatl 
vvelcome him. He was taken in a huge procession vvhich indicatedthe 
great awakening that had taken place anıong the Muslims of Calcutta 
and Hovvrah vvithin such a short time. The session vvas a remarkable 
success. It drevv large numbers of delegates from ali parts of India. 
With justifiable enthusiasm, Mr. Jinnah, in his presidential address, 
spoke of the League’s success in organizing the Muslims: 

‘ VVithin less thın six months, we hıve succeeded in organizing Mussalmans 
ali över India as they never were at any time during the last century and a 
half. They hıve becn galvanized and avvakened in a nunner vvhich has 
astounded and staggered our opponents. Mussalmans have shıken off 
torpor and hıve shed their miserable State of despair and demoralisation 
into which they were sunk so deep. They are beginning to realise that 
they are a povver. They possess the strength, the potentialities of vvhich 
they hıve not yet rcılised, and if only they vvill take their affairs in their 
ovvn hands and stand together united, there is no povver that can resist their 
vvill”. 

As a leader possessing a vvide and enviable vision, Mr. 'Jinnah also 
drevv attention of the Muslims to the economic, social and educationa 
programme laid down by the A 11 -India Müslim League, for he said. 

“It is the economic and social uplift and education of the people that 
constitutes the true Foundation of a nation or community”. 

He clearly defined the objectives for which the League " as 
fighting by asserting : 

“Muslims have made it clear more than önce thıt besides the c l uest 
of religion, culture, language and personal lavvs, there is another que ^ 
equally of İife and death for thenı and that their future destin)’ and ate ^ ; 
dependent upon their securing definitely their political rights, 1 e ^ 
share in the national life, the government and the administraoon 
country. They vvill fight for it till the last diteli and ali the dreanas ant 
of Hindu Raj ınust be ahandonecl. They vvill not be submerged or < 00 
and they vvill not surrender so long as there is life in them • 
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0*0** rAs and thc delegates who ncaru 

ct lM 1 , . rri ne woids anu couraee and hope 

fit # 0 j ıo nlt rI .y on tne fc, 

*[* 10 *° to car j 


f*‘" > 


<îusli>» s t0 “ ' l-umdred years of ailen domina- 

• “rsK su 

5 ->S 5 -.-«; “ 2 KİSS! 


jsı'Fr j D o\ver i «.-»ffae-dominatt.- * . . .-î 

<Ö 1 Hindus, as it went agamst the 

. 


ı i v - 0 

o m» = .j ve ot alt Jnaıa. They moved heaven 

■,W . to be r e P re,e ,' “ on ceiva b ]e methods to d.s odge the 
»r; C nd resorted to f £ b “ to m embers of the Assembly to eros» 
l,jHudi»g offerS .°.l,l° members, worked day and mght 


-rk«d day and night 

Jf'. \Ve, the Mush Jd on August ıı, 193 ». 1 was able to 
ıitı*rv>n<rress desıgı e motion of no-con- 


■in ,aı yv e the M ll> ° A August ıı, 19 3 »> 1 wa 

'i'ff lîSU °; o *■ ° r 

|w" r " 0 ,dnst the Ministry as follosvs. 
jjjence ıl S‘ 


r ' 15 ' , . [hat co vere(l d» political horizon of Bengal have a, tat 

| uftsArk cl°udş that ~ abi J and its supporters v.ctor.ous, The 
,he P i|ess|y batte red and beaten that they dtd not even 

|»r si,i " n cali a'diviston on ,he remaining nine motions of no-confidence. 
| ' rr ' m “ „, cre interested in keeping this Government l.vıng had to 
Ik °’1 '' !!|, restless days and nigltts. The relief is very great th.s mom.ng 
pjssilir.il 1 ;, ( fol ? on e, did not çare so mucir about the fate of the 

U'nisteı/thenıselves if they rvere defeated but rvorried almost to madness 
aZut the effect that such a defeat would have on the Mussalmans m the 
•_ _r ı^rl.-o Tlrîc vîrfrrrv iw us in Renaal should stre 


about the effect that such a deleat woulü nave on cne mushaımans m tuc 
other provinces of India. This victory by us in Bengal should strengthen 
the hands of the Müslim League both in Sind and in the North-Western 
Frontier” 


Thatl was right in expressiııg this opinion is proved by the fact 
that on hearing of the announcement över the Radio of the rejeetion 
ol the no-confidence motion, the Muslims of different places outside 
ingal such as Kanpur took out processions to express their joy and 
pnkfulness över the victory of the League Ministry. The tide of 

prss;: h h ;:Lr emed to be sweepin§ everythin s 


fötîel 0 !?:' 1 Mİ T^> Wİth the Mus >™ League as its 
r ,he Musl im League Pam'i. •V'T 01 ^ 5 ? ons,au g bt . we realised 
* s ound and stable footino w ' ı c L’gıslature was not organısed 

\SSt ! e , e J r a rneeting of the Provincial 
ıptovej î e Lo ' Ve >'and Upper'ldo C ° 0 ™ re g u ' ar Müslim League 
: e M.'İ t e , rUİes an <l «gufations T ', 0 thg Ben S al Legislature and 
ftttw 0 u eca ® e stable^ about ° t ae Part y- As the position of 
° Uses joined the Muslim î / >e ' CelU ° f the Muslim members 
t im Lea § ue Part y- With regard to tire 
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oul-stirring "'ords and the delegates who heard 


* e l me to s P read the messa § e of coura ge and hope 




Th^ e u me to s P red - 6 ana 

retuo’ ed ,.° t0 carry on the great struggle for freedom. 

1 r ,. ^uslım 5 lt/ J 

hrst time, after about two hundred years of alien domina- 
■ fortHe ression, the Muslims of Bengal had regained just a little 
Rn ^P p an d p ower which belonged to them and of which thev 
r ^ chea ted. The Muslini League-dominated Ministry in Bengal 
İM bet " y e-sore to the Congress and Hindus, as it went against the 
f eSS c laim to be representative of ali İndia. They moved heaven 
Krth and resorted to ali conceivable methods to dislodge the 
llinistr) including ofifers of bribe to members of the Assembly to cross 
‘the floor. We, the Muslini League members, worked day and night 
t0 defeat the Congress designs and on August ıı, 1938, I was able to 


an 1 


> defeat the Congress desigr - ö ., , „„ 4ule t0 

tporttoMr. Jınnah the faılure of the Congress motion of no-con- 
idence against the Ministry as follows: 


I “The elark clouds tlıat covered the political horizon of Bengal have at last 
cleared, leavıng the present Cabinet and its supporters victorious The 
opposıtıon was so mercilessly battered and beaten that they did not even 
venture to cali a dıvısıon on the remaining nine motions of no-confidence 
Those who were mterested m keeping this Government living had to 

o Lch°“ S r T r dayS and , ! ightS - The rclief İs ver y grea. thif nsominu 
“. P “P İC - , '• for one -, di 'J not çare so much about the fate of the 

î"7 « i" “ WCre defMted but to madnt 

•bout the effect that such a defeat tvould have on the Mussalmans in the 

the JTTt ° f . “}“• Tİ1IS victor y b y us an Bengal should strengthen 
Frontier” ° * * Mus lm Lea g ue hoth in Sind and in the North-VVestern 


that Ttl 'l 11 WaS rİght İn ex P ressin g this opinion is proved by the fact 
of th* 1 earin § t ^ le an nouncement över the Radio of the rejeetion 
Beno f no ' COJ ıfidence motion, the Muslims of different pJaces ourside 
thr CH aS ^ an P ur to °k out processions to express theiı- joy and 
ç/* 11 u ' ness över the victory of the League Ministry. The tide of 
n gress totalitarianism vvhich seemed to be sweeping everything 
e orc it was effectively checked. 


Though the Coalition Ministry, \vith the Müslim League as its 
mınant element, had survived the Congress onslaught, we realised 
at Uıe Müslim League Party inside the legislature vvas not organised 
p 11 a s ound and stable footing. We held a meeting of the Provincial 
marnentary Board which decided to form regular Muslini League 
a 'ties in the Lower and Upper Houses of the Bengal Legislature and 
proved the rules and regulations of the Party. As the position of 
he Ministry became stable, about 7£percent of the Muslini members 
tlıe tvvo Houses joined the Müslim League Party. With regard to the 


L 
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AS 1 KNE W him 

C" ? f t , İH : Ml : s,im Lea gue Part 



Jınnalı in his letter dated Aprd 2o ' Tl? V| ,' a ' vi s the ^ 0a 

’ 1939 > dearly ,ı efi A 0a '‘«o„ 

The time Kas come \vheı\ tlıere shoulcl 1 nec ^tasf 0 |ı ^ 

Müslim League Party so far as the Musulm^"!™ 0 '* par, r tha, i . 
tmagıtıe of a coalition l,etween the Müslim . ° ncern « 1 . «di tht 
Mussalman individual group of M.İa Lns „Ta *** aad VÖ? 

S ° ,ar “ ,he P 0İİtical lifc »fMussalmans of i 

Tlıe Secoııd World War broke out on Senwh 
naturally had far-reaching repercussions on the^oliticll dt ' 9!9 ' k 

!l d, R v? C ° n & reSS thou g ht jt to be a God-sent oLrtunih t?' 0 " ia 
the British Government and vvrench from it an immediateL 1“™* 

of mdcpendence of their conception and the conveninoof a r ar; “' 0n 
Asstmbly, «d b, ,h, Jlri. CîS^SZ 

" 1011111 exchange for promıse of Congress sııpport for prosecution of 
the war effort. The Congress manoeuvre miscarried, for no such 
declaratıon was ever made. The Müslim League took a realistic stand 
I slıall 9110te a portion of the League W 0 rking Committee’s resolution 
on the War situation passed on September 18, 1939: 


While the Muslini League stands for the freedom of India, the Committee 
urges upon His Majesty s Government and asks for assurance that no declara- 
tion regarding the question of constitutional advance for India should be 
made vvithout the consent and approval of the All-India Müslim League norany 
constitution be framed and finally adopted by His Majesty’s Government 
and the British Pariiament vvithout such consent and approval .... If full, 
effective and honourable co-operation of the Mussalmans is desired by the 
British Government in the grave crisis \vhich is facinç the world today and 
if it is desired to bring it to a successful termination, it nıust create a sense 
of security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and take into confidence 
the Müslim League which is the only organisation that can speak on behalf 
of Müslim India”. 


The Premiers of the Punjab and Bengal, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 
and Mr. Fazlul Haq, were both parties to this resolution as it was 
passed in their presence and with their support. The Working Com- 
mittee authorised the President, Mr. Jinnah, to carry on negotiations 
with the Viceroy with a vie\v to seek clarification and satisfaction ol 
the points raised by the Committee before giving assurance of support 
and co-operation on behalf of the Mussalmans of India. 

In his desire to curry favour with the British authorities, M r - 
Fazlul Hıq attempted to go beyond the scope of the Müslim League ^ 
resolution by giving unconditional assurance of support to the Brit ısft 
Government in the prosecution ol the Avar. As Chief Minister, he 
gave notice of the follovving resolution to be moved in the Benga 

Assembly: 

“This Assembly associates itself with the * 
aggrcssive anJ ruthless m.thod S pur»ued by 


itli the \vorld-wide abhorrence of the 
totalitarian Governments in 
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m A dcclares its complete sympathy with the BritisK Gövem 
u P anns against Nazi Germany in the defence of democra^nd 
Z ht of self-determ.nat.on of the smaller and weaker nations IhTcÎ 
o( w at the mercy of a few powerful and aggressive dictator-ridden stat, 
ar Vcannot, unaided, maintain their territorial integrity. This Assembly 
an fore authoritsies Government to assure the Government of India full 
ther< -ration and support in the successful prosecution of the vvar This 
f"° P b l y further authorises the Government to convey to His Maiesty’s 
r îemment that in consonance with the aims of the present vvar, as declared 
r 0 ' that Government and understood by India and consistent with the 
I e pted İdeal of the British Empire as a Commonwealth of free nations, 
he attainment by India of the status of a Dominion as defined in the Statute 
l f \Vestminister vvhich is the declared policy of the British Government, 
should be implemented immediately on the termination of the war and the 
pje>v Constitution formulated, should provide sufficient and effective safe- 
«uards for the recognised minorities and interests and should be based 
upon their full consent and approval”. 

The notice of this resolution deeply perturbed the genuine 
Muslini Leaguers as it was at vaıiance with the declared policy of the 
Müslim League and it would, so we felt, weaken the hands of the League 
President in negotiating terms with the Viceroy. In my letter to Mr. 
Jinnah dated December i 2 , 1939» 1 informed him that we had tabled 
the following amendment to the offîcial resolution: 

“In view of the fact that His Excellency the Govemor-General has not yet 
been pleased to clarify and explain certain points regarding Müslim interests 
as demanded by the Resolution of the Müslim League held on October 22 , 

1939, in Delhi, this Assembly is of the opinion that discussion on the Govern¬ 
ment Resolution proposed by the Honourable Chief MLnister be postponed 
until the Müslim League has come to a final decision on the subject”. 

The amendment was admitted by the Speaker and \vas to be moved 
byAbdur Rahman Siddiqui. 1 told Mr. Jinnah that we were determined 
to force the issue, even though we would be defeated. 

Our determination, however, caused a flutter in the ministerial 
ovecots. At first the majority in the Coalition Party led by Fazlul Haq 
' N °u d not allow us to move the amendment. But since a Hindu 

l\/ı « 1 _ 


»’V/ 1 1 nj V v> 111Cllllv^l 1 V_1 1 llGli v • u t. v '• v * A 

Malini Ranjan Sarkar, claimed and was allowed freedom to 
* s 0 wn conscience regarding the Resolution, we too insisted on 
mt İ0 A n to move our amendment and our demand eventually was 
my ec majority. The rest of the story is best narrated in 

^ r * Jmnah dated December 16, 1939 


t»Usy i n 


j —morning the Müslim members of the Cabinet 
ııient. uo a PP ea hng to Rahman & Co. to abstain fronı moving the amend- 
tİ0n that C V 0f Course » fefused as \ve maintained with sincerity and justifica- 
't lo\v ere( ı a ^ es °lution should not have been moved by Government as 
ne 8 c 'tiation y0Ur , presti g e and the dignity of the League and prejudiced your 
wı,l> Viceroy. Thus Fazlul Haq & Co., vvere cornered and 
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,l * urı «qui V( , ( - 
y r, rai „, «M 


, theır knees. Tlıe outcome of our tacticı wa, 
brought t° f x j m in his speech that he stood rcady 

clean declaratıon Dy 

on the command ol tne g 

. ı in olv Fazlul Haq in the course of his 8 p e ,, dl 

ResolutioVnv.de the t°Howing declaration on the floor «f tll , 

•*- r ' 

t0 f^ a pat Britai n I can make the position absolutejy clear that 4 cn ılı !;r ,, ' 

colct between my position in the Cablnet ,n,i my membcnhip „ r 

ı 1(Tue 1 sLll allow the chım of the Muslini League tu prevıl | 
TıvDuid not be fo. a single moment in the Cablnet iflam »ked by myiS| 
nity to come out . 

Havine gained our point and not vvishing to create a rift in the 
Party, we decided not to move the amendment. Mr. Jınnah in his 
letter to me dated December 26, 19 39 saıd: 

“On the whole I am glad that Bengal has done fairly well, at any ratc in 
getting the statement from the Prenıier, a copy of which you havc cnclosed 
\vith your letter’’ 

As I have stated before, the Congress Ieaders believed that 
they could use the war situation to coerce the British Government 
into conceding their demands. They were chagrined when the British 
did not yield. The Congress High Command then directed the Congress 
Ministries to resign in protest, which they did. Naturallv the exit of 
the Congress Ministries canıe as a relief to the Muslims and other 
minorities who had suffered under Congress rule. On December 2, 
1 f 39, J lnnab iss ued a statement appealin? to the Muslims “to 
2 » Decembeı ' 22, 1939 as the ‘Day of Deliverance’ 
ceased to functiln’^ r f elief that tbe Congress reginıe has at last 

Ministries and their j nS .P lt:e 0 our s trong feelings against the Congr eSS 
observance of Deliveran^n 801116 US tbou ght that his edict about 
J 939 . 1 wrote to Mr. Jinnalv " ^ * na PP ro P r iate. On December ı 2 » 

S ave a rude ! Ihock 01 ^ ? 0t SUte that >'° Ur direCtİ( J" 

you have ali along k ‘eJ d ', d not ex P e C t ^, f ? r delive *-ance from Congress rule 
' vas ^erift of your ltlcs °n a very h\\ a comma nd from you, because 

y ■ y°ur conııvı-ı ’ı r f 1 lat sonıe strong reason 

x , . ad for the observance of thi» 

s ubsequently e ^ y , Mr - Ptnıah re f c 

4 y ’ eX P la,nin g in detant me to b- . J 

e Cll 'cun ls . aıs s tatenıent i SSlK 
nces a nd reasons whid* 
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F t fro« ti 

K lS „M lCA ° . serv ance of the Deliverance Day. I must 

I >' ,1 for the ohst case f or the step he had taken 

m,„,t«'’ l ’ l ’locl‘"‘’ dca | t0 ritv with which the Muslims and even 
' lh ’' an 0 b erved the Day showed that he was a betler 

H pıt '"“L.inoriof °h of his people than any of us. İt proved a 
H' ind and r tmonstration. The misdeeds of the Congre- 


K ti”' ,V .Hm» of lıis pe°P le tharı 01 US ' 1C P rovea a 

?-•*$ "’ ind “ f demonstration. The misdeeds of the Congress 
h,n ] İ daim t0 represent the whole of Indta was 
ver? uS ed » nd |innah on January 194 °, as follows: 

"‘ip. I wrote ‘ --- 


n 


Vrote to ı«* a -> 

f 1, rance W as observed as suggested by you and to that 

İL D»y of , 'uUrfıt otherwise have been proven to be mistaken". 

L* " h0 s 


sstent, 

M War p r0 gressed, the Government of India were anxious 

K As o ular support for their campaign to raise funds and recruit 

ti JP^he Armed Forces. They directed the Provincial Governments 

Ilien 1,1 provincial and District War Committees. In reply to the 

n ’ ° rnl ’c mneal for help in the prosecution of the War, my leader 

yjceroY s a PF c<1 r ı . . / > 

Xd'a statement on May 27, 1940, explamıng the League s 

v-nml 


“Uptil the present moment, we have not created any difficulty, nor have 
we embarrassed the British Government in the prosecution of the war. 
The provinces, where the Müslim League has a dominant voice, have been 
left free to co-operate with the British Government pending their considera- 
tion with regard to the assurances we have asked for, in particular that the 
British Government should make no declaration regarding the future constitu- 
tional problems of India and the vital issues that have been raised in that 
connection without our approval and consent. Nevertheless, vvithout 
prejudice to the adjustment ot the larger issues later, we were even willing 
as far back as November last to consider the proposal of the Viceroy to 
brıng about an honourable and workable adjustment in the provincial field 
whjch would have been follovved up with our representatives being appointed 
to the Executive Council of the Central Government.... to the extent 
permıssıble \vithin the framevvork of the present constitution and existing 
But proposal was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the 
ongress. A similar attempt was again made by His Excellency in early 
ruary vvhich met the same fate. ... So far we have not declared non- 
0 operation, nor have we decided to resort to direct action, nor are we 
P eparing to launch civil disobedience at any moment, although we are fully 
^ U( f t° ^e objective of the Congress vvhich is to force the British hand 
W* t V»r° W ^ us ^ m ^ n( iia oncc more to the tender mercies of the Congress. . . . 

ft ı re g ar d to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcast appeal of His 
f CCe er tcy the Viceroy may I say that it is up to the British Government to 
trust in Müslim leadership—and there are many ways of doing so— 

arı as confident friends seek our whole-hearted co-operation and we shall 
not fail”. 


June 


The League Working Committee at its meeting at Bombay on 
16 and 17, 1940, endorsed the above-mentioned statement 
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“'^’he proposaLs ror tlı^ 

of Mr. Jinnah and expreşsed the their ExceUencies the 

kefence of India indicated m the stat aS the statements 0 ı 


qaid-e-azam as 



HIM 


Le 

d^TMiI^câted in the 

Viceroy and the Commander-m-U inadec)uat e to meet the urg ent 
some prc ,vincial Govemors are who ^ mittee therefore, authoris es 
requirenıents of the sıtuatıon. municat i 0 n with His Excellency th e 
its President to enter ınto posS ibility of devısıng prompt a n d 

Viceroy with a vievv to e *P° r c £ un try’s resources for the purpose 
effective measures to mobıiı kefence of India. The Committee 

of intensifying the war eHoı t aI J baSİS f or close co-operation i s 

is of tKe vietv that- -^tÎld’not province-wise betwee„ the 

Government and the M ^or ^he "^de^nc^of the ^oıjntrv 

|" g the faceTimmine'nt danger, the real purpose andobjective wil| 
not be achieved.” With regard to the att.tude to be adopted by t e 
members of the Müslim League «manto the War Comnuttees, the 
Working Committee directed that for the present Mussalmans 
should not serve on these Committees and should awaıt further 
instructions from the President pending the result ol the communi- 
cation with the Viceroy . 


The directive of the Working Committee was generally folloıved 
by the rank and file of the Muslini Leaguers, but the Ministers and 
their supporters in the Pıınjab and Bengal shoıved scant respect to it. 
In a lengthy letter dated June 2 i, 194°» I complained bitterly to mv 
leader: 4< Sikandar and Fazlul Haq are striking out on their own 
against the direction ol the Working Committee in the nıatter o 
formation of War Committees. This is, indeed, tragic and intolerable. 
Statement after statement has been issued to the press by you an 
otbers. They are ali so contradictory that none of us knovvs w at 
actually took place in the Working Committee on June ı£* ^ r f° t 
called leaders here, Members of the Cabinet, took it for grante ^ 
they would secııre the permission of the Working Comnutt ee ^ 
Leaguers of the province to join the Provincial and Distıic^ ^ 
Committees. On this assumption, narnes were submitte ^ eri \ 
Governor for the various sub-committees and also lor t e ^ 0 f 
Committee. Then came the invitation from tbe Private ® Legl^ a * 


— -- -- . p e gis 

His Excellency to attend a meeting on tbe 2oth instant 111 c learly 


* ■* o i.alciiciilj' lu aııcııu a ıııeeung uıı tın- -t.'■'*•** -- 
tive Assenıbly Hail. This was folloıved by your state i lTl at j n g in 
calling upon the Müslim Leaguers to abstain fronı paıtıc^p* ^ 0 se ^ 
Committees until such time that you considered ne< ^ eS . an oU r l 1 ''^’ 
us who believe in discipline and love the League m0ie ^ t oU ri ,ıa ^ 

• mmediately wrote to His Excellency expressing j, n v ie> v 0 

ty to attend the meeting or to serve on the Conınıitte 


Scanned by CamScanner 








llSll M LEAGLTE FROM THE ARMCHAİR TO THE MASSES [^5 

f the Muslini League High Command and its President i n the 
aiceCtİ °A nıeeting was held. Many Muslims attended and many Muslims 
ıfl atter ' rhe list of members ol the various committees prepared and 


f t |IU 11 - il i ttliu 

İîd D °j aWe ekago, notvvithstandıng the many withdrawals from them, 

pfint eda j tered ^You will thus find many names on the Committees 

tf* 5 n0t a Id have been struck off. . . .The Working Committee of the 

League met on the night ot the 2 oth instant to consider 

r^ful situation that had arisen in view of yo ur statement on the 

the hand and the previous commitment of the Ministers here on the 

0l T r argued for two and one halt hours. Among the Ministers 

°resent were Mı*. Fazlul Haq, Sir Nazimuddin and Tamizuddin Khan. 

Lhı-awardy, although in Calcutta, was absent. Sir Nazimuddin told 

u s that Ministers had been exempted. We contended that your state- 

men twasclear and categorical and ıııade no exceptions. It was suggested 

that the Bengal Woı*king Committee pass a resolution asking the Central 

VVorking Committee to reconsider its decision, failing vvhich, to 

requisition a meeting ot the All-India Council. These were opposed 

and it was decided that no resolutions be passed as that \vould have 

been worse than the disaster at Bombay. Fazlul Haq went so far as to 

declare that the Working Committee was ali ıvrong. He had a right 

to his own vievv and if it canıe to that he would have no hesitation in 

resigning from the League and the Working Committee, for, he felt 

convinced that in helping the British unreservedly, lay the salvation 

of the Musslanıans in India. Abdur Rahman agreed with him in the 

nıatter of his resignation, but it was not forthcoming. May I beg of 

youto clarify the position and teli those who are stili loyal to the League 
what to do?” ; 8 


activiH ^ etter * com pl a ined to Mr. J innah of the objectionable 

“SikandarVlt H Pre ™ ier > Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan. I said: 

c °uld ehall * . was a ^ aw tınto himself. He thought that he 

^ınıand i-P * m P un *ty both you and the Müslim League High 
general in SaW ^ le ^ongress President in direct opposition to 
Pe i s nowatte rUCt * ons Working Committee and its President. 

^° n gtess f or thç ^ t1 ^ obvious ly to bring about a compromise with the 
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Mount Plea Sant Rn 

Bombay/ 
S4th J un9 1940 I 

PRIVATB & CONFIDENTIA L. 


My dear Hassan, 


îndi 1 '^ 01 !^^^^^ ^orklîfcoLlltee^^tf lnat - 


- —--ciorvxii^ Ln 

* ihsisı 


of.Sir Sikandarlay\t-s sU^en? SsîS? 

doubt in the matter. The question was discuL 2 

fldnnt 6 ^ ^?î? gth and flnall y the resolution vras* 
adopted without a dissent/ s 


What you say in the rest of your letter i S 

Very close attention and I agree with 
you that the position is intolerable. 


✓ 


, İu °2^ y regret is that Sir Nazimuddin according 
o the Press report should have said that ministers 
were exempted. That is not-corfect. After the 

r ??? w^ on was P asse d.Sir Nazimuddin asked me what 
^tll be the position of the ministers and I said 
to hlm that they raust teli the Governors, or 
through the Governors it must be conveyed to the 
Viceroy that pending oıır coromunication with the 
Viceroy they should not proceed with the formation 
of the War Coramittees• Sir Nazimuddin then said, 
"supposing we are forced to go on with it, which 
will ieave no alternative than to resign") to 
vvhich my answer was that if it comes to that we 
may ask them to resign and that they should 
communicate to me when that stage is reached; ** 
a ma-tter of fact Fazlul Haq sent a telegram o 
Sir Nazimuddin that if the Working Committae a 
not resolve to support the British Government 
conditionally we shall have no alternative e 
but to resign the Leaprue . The Working Comı ^ 
seemed to regret the telegram and the thr ^ 
X? yed Fazlul Haq and entirely disapp^o ^ 
VVherefore Sir Nazimuddin thought that tn Ker s, 
gram may have been sent by some misohıa ^o 

and withdrew it to get his confirmetion s 
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. + hGfore the WorKing Coramittee; but 
put i nlaced before the CommittQe,A 
fithough ît contmued it s sittlng for t» 
nsore days 






t m fnllv allve to the situation. 

, 1 Mav I beg of you to clarify the 
£ou ask idg , A t.hat are stili loyal 


ifou ask me ^ y , those tlıat are stili loyal to 

■;&£*S 2S\C S.'Îİİ'S. 

be purif ied at ali cost* 


T am very glad you wrote to me a frank letter 
and I you for İt. I may infora you that I 

had forwarded the resolution to the Viceroy 
with a covering letter that If he dasired to 
discuss it any further I will be glad to neeu 
him 0 In.response, I received his letter acknow- 
ledging "the resolution and the covering letter, 
and asking ine to meet hin on the 27th cf June. 
Accordingly I am leaving tomorro?/ night. Af ter 
my return it would be for ali of us to consider 
the position seriously both with regard to Sir , 
Sikandar Hayat and Fazlul Haq.cu^c6 clls, 


You know that last September at the meeting of 
the Working Committee both Sir Sikandar Hayat 
and Fazlul Haq had given me in writing that 
they would resign the premierships, whenevy ..y 
* called upon them to do so. How far they^aDİde 
b y their soleran word and pledge I do not know. 

There is one sentence in your letter which 
s n °t quite correct; — 

n You, instead of taking strong action «r 

against these two for indiscipline 
actually condoned their offence and con- 
firmed it in the speech you delivered 
I dld Jt Hubli.n 

did i ~°r del iver any speech at Hubli, heither 
the Huhiio to any one of them in my message to 
linkin. 5 0nf erence. But I think you may be 
s? th of B ^ OÎ my statement which I issued on the 
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* S 


s! 


„ ofld it carelully you »ili ünd 
If you r ««£ r * lv mterıded to sn ow that 
t hat it was / s0 far had not embarraa^d 

the 5î!ÎİshGovernment, pendlng our ne K o- 
the Brıtısn viceroy. 

^ , tiations with the 

- m the Viceroy was written by 

The last letter fro ^ waS p ı ace d by me bel'ore 

him on the I9th Apr 9 t Bombay on the 15th, and 

the Worklng Committee* these matters the Ünal 

alter consideratıo indicated by the reso- 

*«M« 5 ion was taken up as 
decısıon june. 

lution of the ü™ 

orft -eli. Wlth kind regards 
Hoping you are weiı. 

Yours slnçerely. 



Bassan Ispahani Esq., 

5, Camac Street 
Calcutta. 

The League Working Commhtee^took 

”Howing^otatibn™‘fe view § of the misunderstanding cr “ ted f b ^ 
renorts in the Press about the so-called Müslim Prem.ers Conference 

^with the President of the Congress at üelhı on june 15 . 'H 0 ^ 
Working Committee, after the statement of Sır Sıkandar H y t 
before the Committee to the effect that it was pure y 
meeting at the invitation of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad tor an ıno 
talk, resolves that in order to avoid any misunderstanding or n 
struction in future no member of tbe Working Committee ihouû 
enter into any negotiations or discussions with the Congress e ^ gr 
regarding the question ot Hindu-Muslim settlement or any 
matter which requires adjustment between the Müslim League 
the Congress vvithout the permission of the President . 


tivities 


In the month of July 1940, there were behind-the-scene aC * s ]j nl 
by Sir Sikandar Hayat and his friends to sabotage the offtcia ^ ^ 
League policy and undermine the Qaid’s leadership. I intorm <^ r 
by my letter of July 20, 1940, that we had learnt of a m ° VL ^ oan cil 
Sikandar to have a meeting of the All-India Müslim League ^ 0 f 
called to consider various matters, adding, “I see in th lS an d 

Sikandar Hayat, an attempt to bid for the leadership of the Leag ^ t j c |e 
break up the organisation into tvvo and an inspired lea ın & 
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or ts the idea”. I also wrote : “There are whis- 
<%&SP an ' intervievv with the Viceroy failed because 


in 


... „ here ti» 1 }' 0 ^ h the re presentative of the League on his 
P d "î|.,ted on cjfSika'iıdar Hayat deputed one of his lieutenants. 
y° u .,jCouncil • , others to other provinces, t< 


Coll ,"* i Vcalcutta and some others to other provinces, to 
^l' Am jad Alı jdea of unconditıonal support to the British 

„.ınnOrt T _ 4 - ~ \/iı- Tinn^Vı fnl 1 OAArC • 


Aug ust ■. >94°. I ıvrote to Mr. Jinnah as follows: 

a ali MLA the son of Muratab Ali, has come here irom Lahore 
İr. Amja d AH, • ^ p UP jab. Our meeting was called merely wıth 

«"«“ £ Amjad Ali an opportuniey to convince us that the Pımjab 


t0 canv^ 3 *-rr . , _ 

be supported in the stand they have 

uken up. 


3 rc aware that there are some fellows here who vvill be only too happy 
'^joTa hands with Sikandar and his company. 


to 


W e heard Amjad and after dinner the Working Committee met to discuss 
the points raised. It was vvith much tact that another catastrophe was 
avcrted and those vvho vvrnted to do the mischief were stayed from doing 
it. The Working Committee passed no resolution in support of sending a 
requisition on the lines of the Punjab. Some members pressed the vievv that 
Leaguers in their individual capacity, in exercise of their rights as laid dcnvn in 
the Constitution, may table a requsition on the lines of the Punjab. We 
objected and said that such a move would be suicidal to the wider Müslim 
interests and that vve shoutd see that none from Bengal tollowed the lead of 
the Punjab. By doing so they would throw this province in the trap prepared 
by Sikandar Hayat. 


i must say that Sir Nazimuddin rose to the occasion and spoke in support. 
Brıefly, by peacerul persuasion we managtd to keep the pıo-Sîkandar partv 
at ay. Fazlul Haq, at whose house this meeting was held, kept out of the 
room almost the vvhole time on the excuse of attending to the comfoıts of 

de|,w7 D Was dra SS ed iato the room in the concluding stages of our 
(Naziınuddin’s u'Tl “ d \ 1 teel that he ’ nd Shahabuddin 
the vvhole shovv^ Tl! ’ WU taCİt sc PP ort °f Shaheed, had ergineered 

othervvise”. ^ counted on a pro-Punjab feeling. It turned out 


To f j 

| eG ovemment P nn Ve J the L COntentİOn that there was a manoeuvre by 
, a )' at Khan to f 0rr n ^ ler ^thful friends like Sir Sikandar 

n ge their War |f e Q a *d-e-Azam and the Muslini League to 

ma< le by°the OaW İS °7 e them> ’ qU ° te “ İm P° r ' 

> v Avith thp K ln J une » >940. In the course of an 

re P res «ntative of Times of India, he said: 

^ b ^ 

Uü0s ’ *•» appoj n ! nti prese ntly Leaguer, later stili a pillar of the 

ee °f the present İr a ^ ıstan s Permanent Delegation to the United 
( onvention Müslim League) Government. 
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“The presem ambition ancl policy of the Congress are suggestecl in t ] le 
WO rds of a prominent Congressman: ‘Should the International situati 0n 
\vorsen appreciably, Britain will make a strong bid for Congress goodwill 
bv tryin.» to meet Us demands very much nıore than half-way. 0n his 
presem showmg, Jinnah will not be over-pleased wıth the development and 
\vould, in ali probability, resort to obstructıon. Brıtaın wıll then turn to h er 
faithful friend Sikandar Hayat Khan. Perhaps the good offîces and the 
poNverful support of the Aga Khan would also be avaılable. Nor would 
Fazlul Haq, the Bengal Premier be found unwılhng. Jinnah would stili b e 
left a aood enough following, but then will come to him the tragic realisation, 
how so many of the Khan Bahadurs and Knights and titled gentry, who are 
now dancing attendance on him, \vill drop away in an instant at a sign from 
the British Government whose creations tlıey are. J ınnah would stili be a not- 
able factor, but only a factor, not the sole determinant. A Gandhi-Aga 
Khan-Sikandar-Fazlul Haq understanding would have a more far-reaching 
effect than the Lucknow Pact of 1916. Jinnah vvould either have to toe the 
lineor standin haughty aloofness, unable to change the course of history.”* 

Replying to my letters on August 8, 1940, Mr. Jinnah wrote: 
a “1 w as very pleased to hear the account of the meeting and specially 
to note t hat Nazimuddin rose to the occasion. I hope you are follotving 
how quickly the events are developing. If the people will have only a 
liftle patience and give us some peace and chance at least for a reason- 
able period and stand united, I feel that \ve shall immensely benefit. 
As regards ali sorts of rumours there is absolutely no truth that my 
last interview with the Viceroy failed for the reasons mentioned in 
vour letter. The negotiations are stili proceeding so far satisfactorily.. 
You must have, by novv, read the statement of the Viceroy on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government.” 

The most important part of the Viceroy’s statement dated 
August 8, 1940, from the Muslini point of vie\v was the following 
paragraph: 

“His Majesty’s Government’s concern that full weight should be given to 
the views of the minorities in any revision, has also been brought out. That 
remains the position of His Majesty’s Government. It goes without saying 
that they could not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities 
for the peace and vveliare of India to any systenı of Government >vhose 
authority is directly denied by large and powerful elements in India’s nationa 
life. Nor could they be parties to the coercion of such elements into 
submission to such a Government.” 


Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for India, elaborating the State 
ment said that 

“the foremost among these elements stands the great Müslim comnıun'ty 
of ninety million strong and constituting a majority both in tlıc 
Western and Nortb-Eastern India.” 


Quoted in Speeches and Statements of the Jinnah collected by Jami-ud-D 10 Abm 


,d. 
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,sU M 


aGIIE FROM THE ARMCHAIR 


TO THE MASSES 


“The whole of Müslim İndi a 


r.n August 27 * 1 94° '• . 

tL , t o hini on ■ & j ad a nd l sincerely trust that ıt wıll not 

1 vvr° te , nU fbr a dehmte -- 

Vg*?^ - fo. thcom.ng. 


\ anı nııite confident that unless 
js |o» kil t*m 11 is ‘"' nrmces'and a’re thoroughly satisfied, you wiU 
be th e f “^.hea.ted support of the co.......... i ty in thc prosecu- 


<«> t,h 0 7the 


> > 


don u ‘ , ıır. r were spreading and it vvas apprehencled 

Th e flame^ofthe ^ be engulfed . The Council of the Ali- 


in 




that 


1 h uîose of expressing and demonstratmg deep 

: ^ • d ı°:: :^n <>? Mus.. m yu 


an 

to 


svn .pathy and con '*™ who h ave any such design that m the event of 
■ISO coııveyıng t0 1 coun tries Müslim India wıll be forced to 

Tattack upon Mnsl’m count. p^t ^ ^ „ Mp , innahaccord - 
stand by thenı and g.^e al ^ PP the Jamat - U l-Wida of Ramazan, 
ing |yfixed Fr.day Nove b . and p ub lic meetings to express 

as the day for holding sp concern for the Müslim countr.es İn 

Muslin, we, in Calcutta, held a mammoth public 

pursuance of thıs d SV mnathv for the Müslim countries and 

sssrriTSi po«,b.« «p h» e 

acrgression against them. 


According to the directive of the AİMndia Musltm League March 
,; 4I , being the anniversary of the adoption o the Pak.s an 
R.solution, .vas to be observed as Pakistan Day throughout the 
country. The Müslim League Ministers in Bengal, ho.vever, tor reasons 
oftheiro\vn, didnot want the Provincial League to celebrate t e ay. 

On March 22 , there appeared a statement purporting to be a te egram 
sent bv the President of the Provincial League calling upon the 
Mııslims throughout the province not to observe the Day. it said. 

in view of possible misunderstanciing and cianger to communai 
^rmony o\ving to recent riots, Provincial Muslini League decided 
^ ot t0 Pakistan meetings tvventythird. Request you to comply. 
Pr Q o . arch 2 ^’ ! 94i> I wrote to Shaheed Suhravvardy, Secretary ol the 
uke ; ncial ^ ea gue, inquiı*ing as to when and by \vhom this decision was 
Q f the ° Ut was u ^ tra v * res as R contravened the nıandate 

jBieetinp f 11 ^ ^ us ^ m League and requested hini to cali an urgent 
c onsid~. t " e ^orking Conımittee of the Provincial League to 
<The Pact rk Serİ0USness of the situation. 1 added in nıy letter: 
lm Pite 0 f tK at the Mussalnıans of Calcutta observed Pakistan Day 


mussaımans 01 Calcutta ooseıveu 1 —; 

orders issued by the Provincial President is sigııificant 
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'l 

f „ the direction towards vvhich Müslim pub l ic 
and ındıçatc titjon Q f such a dıctatorial attitude i'ıf 011 U 

^ dr :rT f0 A ;Jarde P d to my great leader .copy oftyt^ 
disaster. ■ wr ote as follows: It wıll perha ps C o me ^ to 

Suhravvardy a p re sident of the Bengal Provincial Leaa Ue ° y .° u 

as a surpr.se *****^ ^ proja Krishak ^ ^ M 

ctming election, this gentleman has circulated notices to ali Di st > 
sub-divisions, towns, thanas and umons to g rd up their l oins a „ 
prepare themselves to fight for the rıghts of the peasants 1, is also 
rumoured that the President of the N.kh.l Banga Krishak Sa miti is 
camine on secret negotiations with the ı ump ol the Congress Party 
which cali s itself the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party led by Mr. 

Sarat Chandra Bose. You have got to put your foot down and demand a 
clarification forthwith as, in my humble opinion, allowing Mr. Fazlul 
Haq to ruin the Muslini cause in Bengal at this critical juncture would 
be disastrous.” 

İn his reply dated April 4, 1941, Mr. Jinnah asked me to send 
hini a copy of the notice circulated by Mr. Fazlul Haq to the districts 
and sub-divisions and added: “In the meantime do you not think itiş 
tor the Bengal Mussalmans to put their foot down and demand clarifi¬ 
cation of the dual position that Mr. Fazlul Haq has taken up?” The 

Meeting ot the Provincial League Working Committee was eventually 
called on April 3, 1 941. 

strongly against^i W * S mem bers expressed themselves 

League. No resoludon^ ^ mandate of the All-India Müslim 
directives received frmvf^c ass ed but it was the general opinion that 

Centre should be carried out. 

Mr 

anOrlsid tbe y° r,<;in g Com^;^ doub ' e g a me. While remaining » 
«ring of statern ^ Ben g a l Provf 6 °f ^ ^ll-India Müslim League 

MuSİİm League, he issued a 
resolutions unp a U t ^, th * Ca >cutta D is ? t0 the P oli cy of the League. 
t0 °^P° rt ^ İm ’ the° u m * 3ut his " Ct ^ us ^ im League for passing 
>“°nemr h u a ret a ° W A W ° rkİn g Committee did 

<«^v une **• 1 wrote 

sl 'P hadly and i a n d true c OUr 8 hil Uself Sc , do ’ best to give him 
Tl? a İ««ön W ‘‘ H then f °r 'ono ı? er « later. He cannot 

':f ‘ n dependent U^* c '‘° dea" g hi ^ «• bound to slip and 

bI -.”îalso 

' OWn b V «he\ Mi »ist er C s ag ? e Should kee P 

Ua 8ue. k sh °uld be the 
Case °f deviation, 
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LEAGUfc 


■Ry.- J , UroUgl^t ıu "— ~~ --fc>"~ uıcu 

tlırv shou’J be t , j oin in initiating the policy and thereafter they 
co^ ct \ T °ithout the least compunction. This is not as it should be.” 


to the bar of the League to explain their 


torf e 


■ ; August 1941, the British authorities made a well-planned 
■Lwo break up the solidarity of the All-India Muslini League. The 
■Belline of the Müslim League policy during the War was that it 
İd take no part in the war effort without a share in the power and 

.1 'l'ı... ~ T t-U ^ \ ^ m 111 m L Ac cımn 4 - 1 -v /=* T ^ ~ _ 1 1 • 1 1 


1-İv y* ^ **■ y~* T T V—r-JL fXXAvJ 

responsibility of the Government. As such, the League has decided 
that none of its members could accept any position in any body or 
agency concemed with the a\ai eltort, unless the League, as a body, 


decided upon co-operation. The Viceroy had, till then, held negotia- 
tions with the President of the Müslim League and vvas well aware of 
its policy; yet in August 1941 , without reference to the President 

° f uf L S gU ı® or ‘ ts . E^ecutive, the Viceroy secretly issued invitations 
to the Mushm Chıef Ministers telling them that they were being 

appoınted members of the Defence Council in their capacity as Chief 
Ministers and that thev shmılrl B j '~' nıer 

bv the Vicerov eh y u , P 5 a secret - But the message sent 

2 m! , 7 r hrOU Ş h the Govemor of Bombay, Sir Roger Lumly 

Muslim Chief Ministers W T ' 0 " 5 lll 6 " ‘ SSUed Stated that th ® 
to represent ‘the il M 1" lnCİuded in the Delence Council 

message he immediaSlv l* * communi ty’- On receipt of the 
« which the vfcerov s “ * ° f the Workin g Committee 

Members Sir Silcand" messa g^ was brought to the notice of the 

(Assan,) resLedloİllnf ( J? b) “V* Sİr Mohammad Saadullah 
«ked 1 tiI l e “ the Defence Council. Mr. Fazlul Haqdemurred, 

the lea™ T h e ff both from the Defence Council and 

S» S:r:;n,s t l ;: wr ”“ - s '™“> ,ı » 


Ref 

and 26^1 t0 ^ le Wor ^ ln § Committee’ s meetings on August 24, 
Lea guers ioini 94I ’u at Whkh decisions were taken against Müslim 
kefence Cnn.^ i C ^' cero y s expanded Executive Council and 
the Mussla m " C ’,. I I W J r0t f t0 Mr ‘ J innah as f Qİ lows: “Believe me, 
W °rkinoc n 0 Ind ‘ a have been lle artened by the stand that the 
*Wir hetds m, “ ee took U P in *ts meeting. The Musslamans walk with 
^de-holde U ^ ri Ş because their political organisation can now shun 
rs ancl no longer respects titular heads.” 


- — 

Sat at r\\f. t '^ e ^ı^i'Ling Committee of the All-India Müslim League 
^ovenıV? 1 Cons ^ er ^ n g Mr. Fazlul Haq’s letter of explanation dated 
activit er r 14 ’ ^ wrote to the Qaid about the surreptitious 

Sgjfj'1 0 c ^rtain elements in the Bengal Müslim League who, for 

’ 1 reasons, were trying to queer the pitch tor the All-India body. 
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, sa id: “ YeslcrcUy evening, While « wcre miting in % h„ us , . 
m w j1 » of Dac« lor the Uccıs.on ot the Workıng Committec si 'i l 

S *.«>'* <** wı -i> -1,, 0 ? 11 '*’" 

naturally interested m the conUnuancc ot thc Government, sugge^J 
*at we should telephone Delhi and press for the acceptanu ,/f 
Fazlul Haq’s letter as sufficient apology. Our group refused point- 
blank and told them tlıat as we considered the Working Committe 
to be a body of intelligent men and you were its President, it would 
be an öpen insult to offer them ıınsolicited directions.. Some minutes 
later, Shahabuddin came forth with a more astounding statement 
that in case the Working Committee rejected the letter as unsatisfac- 
tory, it vvas his considered opinion that we should make it see reason 
and to act on our advice as the whole dispute related to our province. 
You mav be sure that I did not leave unsaid anything that was worth 
saying. I told the meeting that the suggestion of Shahabuddin struck 
at the root of discipline and could not, therefore, be given a second 
consideration—that the League vvas an All-India political organisation 
and not an association of time-servers and self-seekers and made ıt 
cleaı* to them that I, for one, would declare öpen war and felt confident 
that even in Bengal, I \vould not be left single-handed to fight the battle 
that must necessarily result if such a step is taken. So, no suggestions 
or threats \vere telephoned to Delhi.” 




The Working Committee decided to accept Mr. Haq’s letter o 
explanation and reaffirmation of loyalty to the League and to treat the 
matter as closed. I welcomed the decision in a press statement and 
appealed that ‘‘there should be a stop to recriminations in the press 
över the topic now buried. If good faith is maintained in this respect, 
I am sure of the cohesion and stability which the nation requires at 
the present juncture.” On November 2o, 1941, I vvas able to report 
to the Qaid: There seems to be peace in the Province. The issuing 
of statements and counter-statements has been given a holiday. I ana 

told that the "Naya Jug (Mr. Haq’s paper) too, is not as vulgar as 
ıt used to be. 


F , 7 h ® P e ““* however - did not last long. As I anticipated, Mr. 

^ had tem P oraı '> l y made peace with the All-India Müslim 
League to gam time for the purpose of dealing a blow to the Müslim 

dtlr ChiSi’s e°,- n î “ Minisfry with himse lf as the 

dated November 29, i “W°lî, 'sh^«hatT* 1 ™ y ]e , ader hy my '*^*1 
have been önce again prophetic in mv happened. 

cheated ali and hfs gafned his obLThde olTTr' Fa2 ' Uİ 
cleveı- «işemen played into his hands.” On NovenCr tTthere vva' 
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A section of the mammoth gathering at fhe Patna aession ot t he League. 

0 / Courtesy of Mohtorama fatima linnoh 


Scanned by CamScanner 








“Corruption is a cıırse in lndia and amongst Muslınıs, especıally the 
socalled educated and intelligentsia. Unfortunately, ıt ıs thıs ete 
that is selfish and morally and intellectually corrupt. No doubt thıs 
disease is comrnon, but amongst this particular elass of Muslims, it ıs 
rampant. However, it is a pbase tlıat we have to face and make every 
effort to eradicate and purify oıır society. ...” 1 

Qaid-e-Azam’s letter to the author, 
dated May 6, 194^. 


| 

I 
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( the Coalition Party minus the so-called Progressive 

, '! bv Mr. I azl ' 11 Ha 1- After some time, he arrived and his 

pjffty forn ;'„ k /d dejeeted. He and Mr. Suhrawardy were closetted i n 
Ibli9 wcrs . onl . Re-entering the meetıng room, Mr. Haq made the 
ant c 10 “I am hannv to mect vmı *11 ı ^ ___ı . 


,(,l,0 "irroom. ö -*> — ■ tid H maae the 

***?' statement: I am happy to mect you ali. I am makin* a 

fo, OW l that 1 am sure will gladden your hearts and bum the hearts 
PÎ° P ?cnemio*. * P r0 P 0SC an adjournment of the Assembly tomorrow 
° ° U w eek in order that 1 may compose djfferences that are unfortuna- 
l0 | r ,‘stili left un-composed. 1 do not doubt that I will have your support 
■ achieving this aim, for vvith amity and concord reestablished, we 
Ivill face any one or several groups.” The members agreed. 


This was, however, oııly a ruse. Mr. Haq was vvorking simultane- 
0 usly to form another coalition. As 1 wrote to the Qaid on the 2 9 th: 
“We woke up this morning to be faced by a fa it accompli —a coalition 
betvveen Haq, Bose, Congress, Proja and the Independent Scheduled 
Caste. Haq asked for time, not to bı ing back his men to the fold of the 
Coalition, but to fix up \vith Wardha. The mandate reached Calcutta 
last night and so, out came the conspiracy that has been hatched for 
many nıonths. It seems that w e have been out manoeuvred. Our top 
men novv stand exhausted. Haq has betrayed them, the Coalition and 
the Musslamans of the Province. The four and one half years Müslim 
uplift will now be checked. Unfortunate are the Musslamans of Bengal 
No\v the war is on. Haq has gained a tactical advantage. However, our 
cause is just and Allah will help us. Please be ready t o help. We shall 
fight, Inshallah, to the last man.” 


After Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal of the Müslim League and 
dissolution of the Cabinet, we proceeded to form a Müslim League 
Party consisting of the genuine Müslim League members of the 
legislature and to elect a leader. To avoid canvassing and factionalism 
a new procedure was adopted. Mr. Abdul Momin, a respected elder, 
was appointed the presiding officer. No names were pıoposed. 
Members cast their votes by secret ballot for whomsoever they pleased. 
The presiding officer, after counting the votes, just announced t e 
name of the person vvho had secured the highest num er o v 
without disclosing the other names and the votes cast 
Khwaja Nazimuddin was thus elected leader. T e a\va ° ‘ ’ 

Khwaja Habibullah, who was an aspırant for t e ea ^ rsl JI We then 
betrayed the Müslim League and joıned han s wıt F q ^ sition . On 
settied dovvn to real hard work as the mam party m opp 

December 1941. I - ote £ <*!? “ r etrLe our position 

<*ver eonfident that we sha , w ın a s ° F P . . ’ a more determined 

gloriouily and shall comc back stronger, health.er and 
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than ever before. A bloated party, full Q f self^j 
must o ne day burst. This is what has happened to the Fı* 
here. We have been gıven an opportunity f 0r sepa^uÇ; 
fr0 m the chaff and for d.fferentıatıng between the trvı 3 tHe 
the person who was a Leaguer for his own convenience N 
There is no necessity for despair. ... Fazlul Haq wil| nQt ®Nİİ 
with his treachery. He ıııay be in power one, two, three, ( 0 ^ S 
months, but his day of reckoning wiJI never-the-less Com ° rflv e 
that day is not too far off. He thinks he wiJl bring i n p eac e and ^ 
perity by joining hands with the very people who cursed and 0 Z ^ 
the Mussalmans from every conceivable platform in the province 
The coalition in power today is ill-conceived and is something hideous 
and unnatural. Heterogeneous elements are bound to pull in different 
directions and very soon one or the other will have to break away f or 
reasons of self-preservation.” The Müslim League was thus brought 
closer to the people. This proved to be its real source of strength. 


We then launched a vigorous propaganda campaign by holding 
b\° public rallies in Calcutta and other towns and districts of the 
province to acquaint the people with the issues involved in the 
political battle and Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal of the Müslim cause. 
Müslim leaders—Nazimuddin, Suhrawardy, Akranı Khan, Abdui 
Momin, Tamizuddin Khan—toured the province and addressed meet- 
ings. Müslim students joined the campaign and played a heroic part 
in propagating the League’s message and exposing Mr. Haq. The 
people’s response was enthusiastic and lıeartening. Mr. Haq resorted 
to threats against the Müslim League \vorkers and newspapers support* 
ing the League but no one was deterred by the threats. He too ventured 
o ut on a tour to counter our campaign. I vvrote in this connection to 
the Qaid on February 14, 1941, as follows: “Haq ventured out with his 
circus. The first place on his programme was Barisal, his strongholdi n 
the Province. He was met by big black flag demonstrations ali along 
the route and I anı told he had to order poliçe intervention at nıost 
o the statıons He had on his train, a substantial poliçe force. At 
Barisal the students forced an ‘address’ on hini vvhich was fuU of 

his condemnatıon for havıng sold the Muslinıs of Bengal to the arch- 
enemy—the Mahasabha. He rl™^ı 1 • , & , „ rpre 

1rre JrA j-Tfv anı- „„ ^ 11 , d hls ears - Many students were 

than three »2 ^ dM S P e ‘ lk 

failed him! He left Calcutta vvith the nv» j ^at h * 5 v0ice . 

on behalf of Government, extensive agricultumM ^ Ca ^ lnet , t0 ^J s 
whose possessions had been completely w iped ouJh* ° U fhe 

last cyclone. Yet he could notmuster courage **1™* a İS 
İTymg to muzzle the Azad -We are willing to sr-, ı g ^ there * . 

t> aıl d the persecutıoh 
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'•vi 


ı {H 


P»ge 1 7 6 , 


line 


29 read ‘January 14, 194 2 ’» instead of ‘February 


Bt 


I 


14, I94 1 


«Page 177, line i read ‘letter’ instead of ‘reply*. 

İr i and çrandeur beat ali nrevimıs records. The Uonrercııoc «t 


Scanned by CamScanner 







■ ^ t 


M *S8* S 


I ar >uar\ 



^ , r, a • k - 

>»* The Qaıd ın his reply date(i 

e İÎtbat you are ali yorking. U m suj^ ■., „ 4 . 

✓.'I am g la “ as a team. I quıte agree w.th you that ou™**'*” 

J- n a ll )v a auestion of time. Again on , ,s a goo<l 

rf'L leip>e ^ 

s .,„4 to hold the Bengal Provincial Müslim League 

w as <^ eCld . ; an d to invite the Qaıd-e-Azam to visit Benpal 

(‘ence at ^fvjence. He fixed February 1 2 for his arrival i n 
C° n ' n reS s the ^ on an( j J ç t’or the Conference. On arrival, he was 
tra and Feb ruar y ^ w hich in point of enthusiasm, numbers 

a public recep«on us ^ Conference a( Seraj ^ njj 

‘‘“Ldeur beat ali p hea d q uarter, was attended by thousands 

»yo«nandsub-4v wa$ a magnificent success. The Qa,d 

r Je from rural area rP f ere nce has been made elsewhere. 

«T nhtingspeech to wh.ch re e ence MusUm strU ggle 

I rlnj Conference ^/"^oved forvvard by leaps and 

s» *■ pm,d ‘ 

Üter. 


nt to his vindictiveness against the Müslim 
Mr.FazlulHaqgavevent to hıs ^ pub lication for one 

ta by ordering the Star of /nJ,d in P its jssue D f the 2oth, ıt 
i «ek from the 2?th of Aprıl, b ^ C p . jal M uslim League, one of 
pıblisbed resolutions of the Bengal Pr n bv Sikh soldiers in Fenı. 

dıichrelatedto theoutrage on Muslim women by M the 

'Vithin three days Mr. Haq’s Governmen an a nology or 

«ier unconditionally after his attempts <• .1 1 

«Mertaking from the staff of the newspaper had 


L B ' I ul y 042, Mr. Fazlul Haq appeared ^ arm he had 

L; 4 7 e °f rem ° rse över his political misdeeds an tQ cas t 

Jnt bo ^ to himself and to his fellow Muslims. He b g as 

ar,( l make approaches. On July 3 > ^ wrote to 





Pri ^ DiUan, the younger brother of the Nawab of 
Musü m Leaguer ; met y me ö and in a general way stated that 

\d ^ 



Mr - Fazlul Haq were not confined to Renga J; er ^demonstra- 
meeting of the Delence Council there were ^ ^ 

JamÜuddİn Ahm3d ’ f0 ^a e tes y that "he students 

^’ho hS’ı h ° was an eye-witness of the s çene States tna ^ thc 
t gains t his M* niSed him when he had passed through h . g coın partnîent 
1 the * to a gru e i|; U113t:ı y had been defeated in i93 8 » m °hh e .' cue d by som e 
6 «aff. demonstration from svhich he was rescued y 
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QAID-E-AZ'AM as I knevv h.m 


, f p , ma bv one of Fazlul Haq’s nephevvs, an intimate friend 
was sent for from l 5 waS just about sıck of every th.ng and the 

of his, and told that the M bavLnc wom out, and with his exDeri, 


: f his, and told that the £ving worn out, and a 

a il t of victory över his P ast f f by his powerful Hindu 

Lee of being taken adva g ^ with the Müslim n 


. " ex Peri- 

Pilt Ol vıtıv.; - .Jumtatre Oİ ı>y 1115 - "- colleagues, he 

Lee of being taken adva ^ / R(1 with the Müslim nation. 

wanted to make tıs p ' 


wantea to m r 

rınıe to me and told me that Haq wanted hini to 
Yesterday, DiUan ağam ca ^ ^ haye a he art to heart talk. He 

arrange a nıeeting w‘th m t ^ he hoped that something good may 

asked me not to retuse H. ^ refuse d but as he persisted, agreed. 

result for the comnıumty. » ' seV en and talked freely for an hou r 

We met in DiUan s house last mg 

and half. 


ana n<xu> 

He —£ 

made to unsaddle lunı, l t(} fonn t he Cabinet , his success, the 

the struggle for the * ^ pressure on him by his Hindu colleagues, 

difficultıes faced 1 1 ^ off> to ma ke peace w,th you and the 

the dest re to ca d iç S0 lve the Progressive Party, the Progressive 

League, to return to h ^ Progr essive Coalition Party and Cabinet now 
Müslim League, o reconstruct it as is considered advisable 

"CstnChelraree you and that he feared rough 
by you. He s from seeing you. I assured him 

ou would do or ask to be done as a rina 


l J k/Va ll »r I -O «»Alil 

handlingand ıt ii> tnıs would do or ask to be done as a sim 

t^:“/«rjreVeclafation-, y I guaranteed him that he would «cehre 
? ■' ı-^r_,„,l aç vmı in vour greatness acc 


, .1 A <p eace declaration , I guaranteea nım umi ne wuuıu ıc^cıve 
fromTo.fas before and as you in yoJUatness aecord to every Mussalman, 
a cordîtl nd friendly «eleome. He asked me, as a spec.al favour to accom- 
1 L ,-,r to no a dav ahead of him to Bombay. I saıd that 1 dıd not want 
tCbe made a fool of but if he were serious, l would gladly travel with him 
on the same train and nottvithstanding my many comrmtmettts bere I avould 
ZÎhr sacrifice my time and money and go to Bombay. He «d te - 
ferious. We fixed the +th as the day of our departure by the Jubbulpore 

Mail 


Unfortunately you are out of tovvn. Please let meknovv avhere you are 
and what is your programme, by Express telegram. 


I learnt later that the Qaid was on a short visit to Bhopat and 
would return to Bombay on July 9 . I again wrote to hım on Ju y 

as under: 


“Since I last wrote to you, Dillan has met me scveral tımes callıng 
receiving clarification. He asked me if l desired to meet Haq ağam- ^ 
him that as I could not deliver the goods, constant meeting wou no 
matters in any way. 


Now from what I can gauge, the essence of his game is the reı i'a 
stunt, his stunt and John Herbert’s* ambition, to uve p 0 licy 
Cabinet. He vvants to emulate the Viceroy in folloNVing 


*Sir John Herbert was Governor of Bengal. 
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. tEA GÜ E I lirce or so Müslim Leagucrs. 

tcld to his Cabme f u ti1e to think of a 

He if «W İS n hİS Celves for the sake of a few 

o* «**»**\**z 
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M 1 


fcöSİ 0 "' v ed to b'" 1 We cannot allow ^ bought; allow 

n .he Cabme., “ be ag i,ation in the 

se3tS , ed ip the provınce; t P th § e Mussa l maas of 

be hold dut we « yTamoıTg the Mussalmans 


ce ' ,flUCi btıaı llZ zled İP tac / rp u ave created on tne m- 

am ° ng thc MUS ^ 

cîÇ-sr^ wî *' aoing - 

^ be. - M :;2r„ h t 


I s hail convince him that if 


L . Let nts rnee. Mr. |innam on , way . Other- 

^s^ := “ ıbofDıccıandfinishu :" 

the rii nu - — 1 


, v ise 


indU İf Haq plus Dacca have been 

D „ ,o hi. 1». ır 8r C "L W «mht'of 1 Muslin, public opinion in aeven 

asÇî-s tr-' i “■ 

hc was unable k f js on the mınus side . 

influence then. J 


Mr lirin ah If I fail to do so, I shall abide by 

H,<1 savs 'I shall convince ■ J , • |(] w , to nıe an d he told this 

*Tr e Jt: MU and I consider .ha. .his is a .ip under- 

“topnd reliance should no. be placed upon ... 


- 

h circumstances, bearing in ntind .hat your time and my time and 
»alevare precious, «ili it be tvorth our »hile tc encourage Haq to see you. 
If ootline comes off, then this thoroughly unreliable man may ıssue a fresh 
statement damnirg the League and saying hovv dictatorıal you were and add 
ânv cursed nonsense or lie to it. The statement may not cut ıce wıth 
anyone because even every Hindu will disbelieve it although the Press will 
utilise it for the benefit of the Anti-Muslim forces in this country. 


However, it is for you to decide after considering carefully the pros and 
cons. An Express telegram from you will be appreciated. Just the word 
Come’ will be construed as ‘Bring Haq with you*. ‘Don’t come’ ' :11 
mean to me ‘Do not bother. It vvill be sheer waste of time’.” 


w i 11 


•y,,.?" received the fol lo w i no telepraphic message from the 

< aı a in reply to my letters: 6 S 


«İp 

al1 »4«îs\ h uh pr ı pa ı ed di . ssociate tomself from his party, withdr?ws 
P re tedent.” 011 S (lsc 'phne Müslim League it, tvriting as conaition 




a te ^ e P^ onic conversation with Mr. 
P r °duced bel ow . ° C own the gist ol the conversation which 


USele ss to br- 

^ c ounter * B ° n ^ ^ e cause it may unnecessarily lead to 
sta tenıents League bei^g dictatorial ete., ete. 


Scanned by CamScanner 



180 


QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


TKe sine qv ja n.m of his meeting Mr. Haq are: 

(,) That Haq should dissociate himsell from the Progressive p* rty ^ 
the Progressive Müslim League. 

( 2 ) VVithdravv ali the allegations made by him against the Pre S icle nt 
Working Committee and the Müslim League. 

( 3 ) Submit to the discipline of the All-Indıa League. 

These must be given in writirg to me. 

If the above conditions are fulfilled, we may proceed at önce to Bombay and 
Haq is assurcd that he will get a most sympathetic hearing, wi)l be re-admitted 
and his gıievances against individuals in Bengal wi)l be looked into and 
everything will be well again. 

The League cannot negotiate vvith any individual, big 01 small, vvho is in the 
camp of the enemy. He quoted Subhas Bose, going to England and negotiating 
witlı Churchill. The result would only be—arrest and trial tor treason. 



Mt . Jinnah will be in Bombay and vvill cancel his engagements to meet 
Haq if the above terms are fullfilled. 

I asked—‘Suppose Haq goes to Bombay and in your presence complies 
with vour three terms in person, have you ary objection to my leaving 
for Bombay with him? 


He replied Tf he can comply in my presence, he can more readily comply 
in my absence giving you just a few lines before you people leave for Bombay. 
He may expect a fair and square deal trom me and my colleagues. 


I had the Qaid’s terms and conditions conveyed to Mr. Haq and 
wrote to the lormer on July 15, 1942, as follovvs: 


“it seems that he may give me the required letter if I give him the verbal 
assurance on my ovm that I shall only publish the letter if he issues a prejudicial 
statement after the meeting vvith you resulting in no settlement. He seems to 
be more than confident that he vvill convince you and vvill come to an 
agreement vvith you regarding Bengal and continues to declare that il be 
fails he vvill accept your decision. He may be sircere and stili I doubt 
his s incen ty.” 


The Qaid replied: 

“The sincerity and honesty of Mr. Fazlul Haq can only be tested by o«e 
action vvhich is a condition precedent that he shouıd dissociate himse ' 
the party to vvhich he belongs and vvhich coalition party is of hi? ° wn creatl ° 
and is inimical to the Müslim League.” 
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tH r AHMtllMU lü ■IHI 


IH 


; wrote to 

, e AurfUSt I, ’7*r ’ 

, lf(teH. A fullv «1> 


• furt her olarihcallon <»l hU iitum«lt 

«lı 


| . 

Wm il ^" lg a photoat.it copyr.r whl<lı I» rej>ı-.,«lıı< 


Qaid' e 



MOtİHI »-İMHAMI ntlAO, 
MAI ANA* Mil I 

ÇkA 9 


l a t A uy. iiwt 194B 


uy 


d«ar Hassan, 


i î, İd recelpt of your l.tt.r of th. S7th of July .nO 
, r . all , o.DDOt underatand you. If ». F..İUİ H.q wrlt«. t o 
letter to the effect thftt he İs ready and milin* to 
diasociate himelf from the party of which he 1 b the I ender 
and to withdraw ali allegatlons agalnat the Müslim League arul 
to submit to the dlsclpline of the All-India Müslim League, 
then he must carry out his assurance, if after further diseus- 
sion I anı of opinion that he should do so, and he falla to 
conTlnce me of any ot her course. But otherwlae lf he decllrıes 
to abide by the assurance embodled İn thls letter, then what 
İ 9 the use of such a letter at ali, and oult meetlng? 

It aeems that he wants to seo me and negotlate ırith me as 
•o «issary or representatlve of the partles and organlaatlon 
fifttlchhe is the head Juet at present. That party İs İn our 
!■ enlmlcal to the Müslim Leaguo and Müslim Indiû, We 

to :rr m ** d hin a? a traıt ° r * h °* can y° u «w* 

»lth - a ions with him so long as he reroalns asaociated 

n tha t party? v™ 

Ur. Churchin f ' ' ’ 11 İDla 8 lne Lord Haw Han asking 

° ,rBan f riendo ûn intervion to negotlato on behalf of his 

4 i «»Ociat e hİD3 x 13 flI>3t thlng » therefore, is that he must 
* Ptrty . h ‘ ı ty of whlch he İs the head — 

AfUr ^° İCal t0 the Uuallm League, he being a 

w tth thls conditlon preeedent 
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qaid-e-azam as i knew HIM 


- 2 - 


•**■*»** «ı U 


th , questLon .r .V d.«.tlc. ddarr.l »-.«7 b. consld.r.d b, 
and in that ~t«f M ««t «bide by the d.olslon of tha Kualt. 

League. 

It la .. «• aayl.g ttat h. İs yr.y.r.d to gir. «a . l.tt„ 

»hlch .111 nal ba ral..a.d to tho pro.a unla.s h. .aba. , 
statemant to tha press, th.reby noMsalt.tln* İt. rol...., îh, 
ona and only Intarpratatlon thtt tha’ Public and praaa .111 pat 
oîrir.^r<. that no ara nogotlotln» .İth Hin as tho h.ad of 
thaVograsslro Coalltlon Fart, and as tha Chl.f Mlnl.t.r of 
Bangal and aa a nah, nho, not balng oontant .İth havlng atartad 
many hattü aa Prola Party, Prograaslna MualUa Oroup, la no» 
threatening ua nlth the astabllshjnent of an All-India Progressive 
Müslim Laagua. On .hoao behalf »İli ha be nagotlatlng »İth ust 
ş h e clear lmpllcatlon İs, on bahalf of his 
ıereas so far as ıra are concerned tt© can only deal wlthj^th*o 
matter on the footing of his really rspontlng his attitude, and 
from this point of vİott we will see whethar the decislon of 
expulsion taken by the Müslim League and the ban imposed upon 
him should not be reconsidered on his oaking ali neeessary aaends, 
in the best interest of Muslims of Bengal and India as a wholi. 

With kind regards - (r~J7 ^ 

3/*^ /hJUc Yours sincerely 

Hassan Ispahani Esq v 

5, Camac Street, Calcutta. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq continued his vendetta against the Muslin 
Press. He suspended the newspaper Azad for an indefinite p er, ° 
for printing a letter on the injustice done to Muslims in the matre r o 
APP appointments published some two and one half nıonths earhet- 
I wrote to the Qaid on December 17, in this connection: 
did he realise at the time that this injustice would give 
League the sledge hammer to smash his head with. We are worKi^ 
u p a first class agitation and shall not rest content until he vvit 1 
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j v/uı 


“drnıs. 



> te fm>‘lli° nS ’^foVthtsufferer;: £*»<££ 

l„aef J iın League Fu # ye t re , ie f indeVd tot2&* 

J<" e S 6. ' 9 *i of t V e 2Öth December. I pray to God that^ 
cvK^Kt l was very arttious and am amdous even now . \ 
'Natura' 1 ) - , d j ng t he receıpt of my cheque which 1 sent 
t safe ' „ for ackn ° ]jm League Fund for the relıef of the sufferers i n 
the MUS ' 

jyjjdnap 111 ^ i re was again a stir in the parliamentary 

., Pebruary, 1 ^^ . of the H aq Ministry had become pre- 
,%f Bengal- The» P« w£re makjng circuit ous approaehes to 
t' rcle „d he and his 'nen nd but on terms w h lc h would 

cir ioUS peague to retne D 8 os ition. I conveyed detailed i- f ~ 

M "ÎLeague to a subservıj po ıü^ ^ #8 und( 

redUCe Îoutthe^ uaüont0t ^ 


infor- 


mation * boUk luc first meeting of ,he Assembly 

ı arp moving önce ağam. , ■ I am kept advısed ot 

' ,Thi Tc^M^—' ! here rcSee - party and the othet, 

“ ksp i 1 that are takıng p'f« to you and he has also conveyed 

the negotıal t . I have read his Jith vou yesterday. I Fcel 

N f'"!he cr^of his telc P hoI î' C C “" V dever and well p'anned game. Our 

s» ar a. r s-arya 

M. K.™ *™ „h, .. : k 3 Tİ.,. ı. M 

fo'thTstondidon precedent. Nazem'ş 

"rr^ihisınte^i^uestionable. He , goo enoug 
the Cauncil of Ministers. 


uıe tauncu uı -- 

1 _ Dartv to a pact that preventb 
Further I cannot see how any Leaguer c n ^ or p a kistan. League 

Müslim Leaguers from speaking, wrıtmg o g . oca j p ac t so far as t e 

Ministers may be permitted to enter ır.to a nermitted to choke the 

Members of the Cabinet go but they shou rto text w hatsoever. You 
Müslim voice— in no circumstances and under no p : nc l u ded Shaheed 

W 'H remember that the first Fazlul Haq Ministry ( w Jefied their 

and others) tried to chcke the observance of Pakistan a ;' wa]at no such 

uırections and they had not tbe guts to do anythıng. 

re petiti on . 


S 

p r J e , is ta ' k a non-controversial special resolution being nlo ,|j na l|v 

Z^T UP ° n the G ° Vemment ° f lnd ‘ a euual bSlse « 

carın,. ] - Ga ndhi. We have. der.ided to remaın neutra ^ ^ the 


. ZT n alUn § Upon the Govemment ot Indm Li because we 

canpot M Gandhi - w e have decided to remaın neutn , t he 

%ama G, P ° Se Gandlli ’ s release. Now the Congress (A eın the 

^ der of J cT Caavassin S our support by a short speec U that 

>di Uorval °PP os ition. They say that Nazem may make 

" bd "S because it is not our to*. f » 

acı of the Hindu, die as a result of the fast and State 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS 1 KNE\V HIM 


. wv u GancUvi and thı> Party and Community h e repres . nı 
that our post t ton - • ( , ut >v0 camlo t accept any tcrms other tha n tl . 
ronuin' unchang* <• • and decislons of tho All-India Müslim L- 1 



renuins _■ 

outlined h\ thc nuuvy 


• ea giıc. 


ı .1 x n.Mİ't of the speech il and vvhen il is ıeady. linin 
1 am A\vaiting to retu u ‘ i( The draft will have to he placüSd l)ef or * 
1 road it \ cannot conum , 1 s hall not al!ow the League Party to dr». 


l road it \ cannot c ^‘™ n , l ( w0 s i u U n ot allow the League Party to dr; 

tho Party. 1 assuı ° f - \ , R lor thc majority nation. Morc ol it l at 
thc chestnut out ol h w ncccssary . 

1 shall tclcphonc yon d 1 c onsun ı j 


■aw 

cr. 


, • • un vUoes He sees the hangman’s noose över his head. 

Old Haq is quakmg m * days | who cou kl have thought that he and 

Thmgs change so -ddenly tlusc d ^ ^ ^ pushcd out of their 

his group l«jJ'y ( . rml faed fov the duration. Apparently, the 

guddıes. me\ ı k ave hv circıımstances, been converted 

;v, Hoc U could be a, bad .s d,e pres» 

iwbe P pS'of sdlUbness, corruption, bek of İrada,ive and complete trans- 
fer of po\ver to the l.C.S.l 


Aoain I ıvrote hım in tlııs connection on February ıj: 


"İt \vas a pleasure to have a fow minutes talk wi,h you över the telephone 


last night. 




İn the tmtter of Mr. Gandhi's fast, I took the same vievv as you have done 
and told the party that our acdon would be svantonly "'“'P''” ' “ 
foreipt countries and tvould reac, to thc detcriment ot our sland and c . 
Sir Nazimuddin and several others were anxıous to play to the g . 
and Mahasabha gallery. They complied with their request lor verbal supp • 
Even at the meeting of the Legislative Party held during the prayer ret , 

I opposed the idea of a speech and finding myself alone took the nex P 
ti.e. insistence upon thc speech being brief and put down in \vritmg. 

rot like the \vording as drafted and declincd to be a party to its acceptanc 
Kgain, I was hotvever the only one who dissented. My protest was recor e 
and as a result of it the follovving \vords were added:—‘ As the \vorl İŞ^ 

Mr. Gandhi’s politics and ours widely dıffer and we do not accept ıs vl _ 

ete.’ 1 tried ali 1 could to get them to add to the above the lollo w,n g\ r 
‘\vhich aims at having an Akhand Hindustan and denies to the Mus ims 
birthright of self determination’. Their answer was that 1 was statıng « 
evident fact and was taking away the grace of a gesture that our associat 1011 
the motion \vas supposed to be. 


I 

For your Information, Badruddoja, speaking on behalf of the Pıogrc^^ 
lollovved the language ot the League and dissociated his party lıom G 
politics.” 


ıroving- 


\Ve 


Our position in the legislature was steadily impr 0 ^;”^ t he 
n\ade a bid to have our candidate eleeted to the Speakcfs 
Assembly (the Lower House; and missed it by the narro" n ^®j jn 
twenty three votes in a house of 250. We, however, sL,cce . den t 
getting our candidate Sir Bijoy Prasad Roy eleeted as Pr eS 


Çr*£mn^rl lw rfimSpfinnpr 





lw '“T,» «?f. °,.» *■ r"Sı» w> jrf«k h« g*« *' 


h^Tiî^ ,r demands m — ~ ielde d and dia nu. 

^^:£ÖS fcSM ** 8 ‘" 

iv us f lch m ■ 

^t»° P ' ss urance 

rf* 6 


^ „,. position -as deteriorating every 

•*- Qaid on March ,3, as 

İfi^ u r e ve-opener. 

P 0 ** 1 r Cİ 1 Elections proved ™ ^ «hip tKıt 

Stfs^assîs» öSS 

strength to strength. 

,. . first class tearn—one for ali and ali for one. 

W e a:e workmg as a hrst cıass tc^ı 

1 Ç cç,ro İt to sav for the present that Fazlul Haq ıs 

More developments later. ^uttı surelv tightenin^r 

looking a very worried man-the noose ıs slowly but sure.y g g 

Replymgon March 17, 1943 » Q aid wrote : “ Man y th ^ S /^ 
your letters ending with the 13Ü1 March and I am \ery grat 
you for keeping me informed as to what is happening. Please continue 
to do so.” 



Mr. Fazlul Haq was now in a repentant mood. He wanted 
someho\v to get back into the Müslim League but \vould not do tbe 
V ^ a straight-forward manner. He \%Tote a draft letter 
co ^ sedto Mr. M.A. jinnah. On the basis of the draft a telephonic 
l00 ^ phce between Mr. Haq and Mr. jinnah and also 

tKp rk Cr ^hmad Ispahani and Mr. jinnah. The notes tak en 
ccasıon are reproduced below: 

' n past an ^ S " arx ex P res $ion of sincere regret for ali that has happened 
F r ° v iıxce whereff°T ° a t0 Sa ^ t ^ at h e will resign the Premiership cf the 
f a [.h' »n the Ass^ M Pro § ressive Coalition Party and the Progressive 

L ° wi ighim at D n \ l W ‘H automatically cease to exist. The Mussalmani 
a i Ut - and to join\ S | Cnt, Wl ^’ course , have the right to enter the Müslim 
e I ^ us hm League Parliamentary Party and the Müslim 
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QA1D*E-AZAM AS i KNEW HIM 



ı eA m,e Fa* liamentary Party will elect ıts lcader the present leader b er 
fimZas He is preparcd to ab.de by the decision of the All°> 

Muslini League. The letter ends w.th k.nd regards, yours .1» “ S 

J » 

"The conversttion bettveen hlm «d Mr. Jinnah took about tn, minu 
nıv brother spoke to Mr. Jinnah for four mmu.es m thesame reg ard . ^ 
essence of the convemtion and the demand of Mr. Jrnnah may be put d lh » 

as loPoıvs:— 


0 Wn 


‘Mr Fazlul Haq must resign first; actıon and not ıvords and assurances. H 
nıust apologise for his pas t conductin vmtıng and withdra w ali alleg ations 
and süite pending. İmmediately, the above two stıpulations are compl ied 
NVİl h .he ban on him will be removed by the Pres.dent of the All-India Musli m 
League Then Mr. Fazlul Haq will be eligible for membership to the Musli 
Levnıe and ıvili, as a logical consequence, be adm.tted to the Muslî 
Leaffue Lecrislature Party. Of course, those Mussalmans ıvho now folU 
Mr^Fazlul Haq ivil) aîso have the right to join the Müslim League and to enter 
the Parliamentaı v Party. The members of the Parliamcntary Party ıvili then 
meet and decide'as to'ıvho shall be thcir leader, subject to the approval of 
Mr. Jinnah. In other words, the person elected as Leader of the Party i n 
the Legislature, nıust have the approval of Mr. Jinnah it he has to lead the 
Party in the Legislature’. 


im 

im 

İ0W 


“In confidence, I ıvas told by him that he cannot, in any circumstances, 
barter away the position, prestige and honour of the Müslim League and 
that we in Bengal lıad not suflered one iota by the Haq-Shyamaprasad Ministry 
and that if more sufferings were in store for us it would harden and galvanize 
us into a discipüned political organisation in the province. He also said 
that he could not possibly have Mr. Fazlul Haq as leader of the Müslim 
League in the Legislature—in other ıvords, as Müslim League Premier—as 
thi-Avould mean the sacrifice of strong principles and loıveıing cf the prestige 
Ju of the organisation in the eyes of the Muslims and non-Muslims in the province, 
ı in the country and abroad. 

f “ P S - The proposal ıvas that if Mr. Jinnah accepted the letter as satisfactory, 
then the letter vvould be handed över to Mr. Ispahani for safe custody 
and Mr. Jinnah ıvould issue a statement from Delhi lifting the ban 
and Mı. Fazlul Haq ıvould simultanelusly resign his Premiership. 
If this proposal ıvas not acceptable, any reasonable modification, such 
as resignation first and lifting of the ban immediately aftenvards, 
ıvould be accepted by Mr. Fazlul Haq. 


‘The persons present when the conversation took place ıvere Mr. M^nzur 
Murshed, Mr. A. R. Siddiai, Khan Bahadur Mohamed Ali, my brother 
andl.” 

hg 

Frantic efiforts to pave the way for Mr. Haq’s re-entry i nt0 
Müslim League continued. I talked to the Qaid on the telephon e 
March 18, and \vrote to him two days later, as follows: 

Some of us had met at Nazem s place this moming to discuss our liu 
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LEAÖ 


ÜE 


pROiV» 


I * * ~ 


. , „ Mahboob Morshed,* came and 

rc w hcn bis P«* ’ ta ^ e Mr. Fazlul Haq back in the 

, I cfl is,atU J <kl ıl-stirring apP Lal to tol d him that any 

*r a, *sJ£ îL««» ** >» 

,!«■ •' v Â a ve b'" 1 „f leatlcrshıp. ° r M , W ould confirm such 

"»‘/l * e could his uncle ,nd to ask 

feS. -» ÎJ* ha d C hroS himself at the fee. of the 

l> r o>.' ld n “ „ ts and trials this act.on on his 

**î>«* r ı‘|ıo.ır vvhatever pıınıs him to respond to hts 

i»'"," lV ” , et us »ee hovv far he ıs abl '“ 8 stand . It is consis- 

^ taka if discipline, integrity and 

are ,o be mam,ame ' 

„r r*f ‘ 


ll-ınuıa ~ D - r 

by 

i. «- **■ F “ iul ^ wk 

* 1. I «-HTI1P. At ali COSt. 


|«at> nJS,UrC 


-SlSo^eMClhuteague at ail cos,.’ 

î* ** - - - — “ M ‘'‘" “ 


m 


- , . „r lhe 2ot h March and I am very much reheved 

"l.mmraceiptofyour e that yoll are in complete accord wıth 

„> nete that y»“. st “X ” • * din ' Mr . Fazlul Haq. We haves not 

the stattd that I * P There are some people who are talkıng 

«t gon. nificance of the move on the part of our opponer.ts 

**f rC f lîiûm the trap vou will not only destrov the discipline, presnge 
“ 11 “ t All-lnd^organisation but your party will stand discredıted 

thînhfng „İn in the counly, and the vvorld abroad. 


•«y have not really suffered yet, nor have vve made any sacrifices, and av e 
caaııoi barter away the name and prestige of the Müslim Indıa by enterıng ınto 
any conıpromise which amounts to surrender directly or irıdirectly. 


On March 23, the Haq Ministry narrowly escaped defeat by a 
nuıgin of one vote in the Council. The next day it was challenged in 
Assembly. We mustered eighty six votes in the öpen voting, the 
Ministry surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-election to six 
Jetsin the Council we won çent per çent. This was a great boost to 
gjenıorale of the Müslim Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
■r s men. I wrote to the Qaid on March 26, as under: 


* ‘Th 

^nks. Four M ^ a . a ^ ‘icmoralisation is shovving itself clearly in Fazlul Haq’s 
b y e issued a stat * mS W '^ cross *he floor this afternoon. Three of these 
j Mıght, InshaJIalı Cnt ^ e T aı e ex P ect ing another two to come över by 
| ttin S °pposit e us' 17 ^ avin S nıajority of the Müslim M.L. A.’s 

soon he healed. We shall have on our side the 


>ilbı 


Monhej « 

he: lusticc . ** ***». 

rance *n May, 1940 when France surrendered to 
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»nlıovv Mahboob Morshed,* came and 
J«on Ki" l wt ,v J a1 u> ’, ıVk< . M r. l a/lul 1 laq back in the 


,old Kim (Kat any 
cvcn lf Kc is elected 
,uld confırm such 
anele and to ask 

. . the feet of the 

^ .fcoiib 1 ,v, ‘ '’^Jition.dly and '«> ll ' 1 tr j A ls this aetion on his 

-»0»' l ' r [‘|, c . a r what« ver P'"'"| | , „„t Kim to respond to his 


* -7';: :r"Ao * **&**. »*** 

<- )nt r -^cition tlla* f „,jnt-ı neci. 




- m - Ul back 

the Müslim League at ali cost. 


irt 


el. ^ -... -—-—- - — 


I , r ıır ı etter of the 20th March and I am very much relicved 

■lamin recel P tof > ° saY t hat you are in complete accord wıth 

„,”.t *- n\‘* X u ; “ g-ding Mr. Hazlul Hac,. We have not 
,Ke sund that ı'” , irk*» There are some people who are talkmg 

«t göne tkrou § h «ipnificance of the move on the part of ot>r opponerts 
-r^lüte trap you will «ot only destroy the djsdplme, prest.ge 
“j lf > f t u e All-India organisation but your party wıll stand dıscredıted 

fr^ev^K man in the country, and the world abroad. 


We have not reallv suffered yet, nor have we made any sacrifices, and we 
cannot barter away the name and prestige of the Muslini India by entering ınto 
any compromise ıvhich amounts to surrender directly or indirectly. 


On March 23, the Haq Ministry narrowly escaped defeat by a 
marginofone vote in the Council. The next day it was challenged in 
the Assembly. We mustered eighty six votes in the öpen voting, the 
Ministry surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-eleetion to six 
^tsin the Council we vvon çent per çent. This was a great boost to 

tedr raJe °^ e ^ us ^ m Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
men ' I Av r°te to the Qaid on March 26, as under: 


r inks, p ou J * a . arıc ^ demoralisation is showing itself clearly in Fazlul Haa’s 

h* Ve issued a stat mS W *^ cross the floor this afternoon. Three of these 

j torı |Sht. Insbajiot Cat ‘ are e ^pecting another two to come över by 

| S,tt,n g opposite us’ °r W havİn S the majority of the Müslim M.L.A.’s 
« y dl soon be healed. We sbnll h™» ™ ^ drU ^K 0 



at 


lustice, East Pakistan. 


retreat from F- •’ taSt Pakistan - 

(ance in May, 1940 when France suırendered to 
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muuvuu ofthe Muslims m the Assembly. We Kave borne the mi 
Am l humilivAtii'n vn ith fortltude for sixtecn months. Fazlul Haq ] 0 V’ to %* 
wf mborv. Do not be surprised if the Ministry falls sooner tha u 
H'anvl uKen it does fdl. you must lcave for Calcutta vvithout dela Y 
the time for vou to be here and to lay down the law. The founiti^ ^ 
iv elean and strong; othenvıse, the house will not stand l ong . Yon? 51 
a0NV oot control över Bengal which you could not daim before the falltf l C 
‘league Ministry’ in Decembır . 94 '- This control must be mainu > 
at ali cost.’' 


İl 


/ 

r 


1 


The Qaid-e-Az.mı w.ıs naturally pleased witlı the deve] 0 p me _ !' 
and he wrote to ine on March 29: 


“You w ili fmd tK.U tltc policy w havc adopted is bouud to triunıpK in the 
lonç run. We have to go through the fire and suffer a bit. You will C om e 
\ntt> to your o\vn not by the back door but with honour and fully vindicating 
the prestige of the League. 


“1 am glad that you are ali \vorking as a team and that is the only way to a cjuick 
success.” 

The day of reekoning arrived at last. On March 29, the Haq 
Ministry resigned. I wired to the Qaid: 


“Fazlul Haq Cabinet resigned. Assembly adjourned for a fortnight. 

Personal opinion you should come here immediately. 

The Caste Hindu clique led by Shyanıa Prasad Mukerjee was 
nıaking desperate efiforts to keep ali Hindu parties and, if possible, 
individuals avvay from co-operating \vith the Muslini League in the 
formation of a Ministry\ While we were trying to secure co-operatıon 
from non-Muslim groups we had definitely made up our minds not to 
yield to threats but to face every situation that might be created ) 
Hindu intransigence. The strength of the Muslini League Party and its 
supporters had risen to 104 and the moment its leader was commis- 
sioned to form the Ministry it was certain to clainı a strength o 
125 members. The leader of the Opposition Sir Nazimuddin shou^ 
have been commissioned straightaıvay to form the Cabinet but ^ 
Govemor only asked hini to investigate and report on the chances ^ 
the formation of a broad-based Ministry in the province. I wr °^ s j 0 n 
the Qaid that this was a novel procedure and expressed a pp re ys 
that Delhi was putting pressure on the Govemor. Qaid-e-Azam 
reply dated April 3, stated categorically: “Sir Nazimuddin 
Muslini League Party should not accept any other position or ' ^ 

any trap but insist on the first condition that Sir Nazimuddin, ^ 

leader of the Müslim League Party, should be called to phe 

Ministry and not accept what I have read in the neıvspapers t & >> 
Govemor has requested hini to explore the situation as a rep^ 
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j >vaS able to inform the Qaid that negotiations 

’ A P ril 8 ’ . pr e proeressing satisfactorily, the Bose group was 

■E tfind üS X the Müslim League, the Krishak Proja were 
. hands wıuı t _n—. 


ıt) oin ^%'tlıe strength of the Muslini League Party alone 


JJ î° 


i 


I 




od But the papers were again full of reports concern- 
So ^ r ’ S °on°the part of the Müslim League Parliamentary Party 
“efforts on r ^ ort on the chances of forming of a broad- 

|ead er t0 ^j'-^nıent in the Province.” Sir Nazimuddin vvent to see 
jjased ^° ve j Mukerjee and Kiran Shanker Roy. This role appeared 
5hyama rd ^ t0 t he dı'gnity of the League. It vvas criticised in an 
to uS . fjjfthe Star of India of April ıo. 1 received a letter from Sir 
^^ddin conıplaining against the editorial to vvhich I replied as 
n ^ ‘‘The policy of the Star is wedded neither to the Parliamen- 
^ rV °Partynor to the Provincial Muslini League. It has been consistently 
fi t0 the programme and policy of the All-India Muslini League. 

r r^rtain that it cnıılcl nnt havf* bppn f-Vip> înt-onfİA^ ^ 1 


--£-- J -- ---Avt«*xxıı JLj\^U^UV^. 

I a» absolutely certain that it could not have been the intention of 
the vvriter to wound your feelings for you are respected even by those 
who do not see eye to eye withyou on occasions. ’ ’ Sir Nazimuddin again 
wrote to me on the subject. In my reply dated April 11, I stated : “A 
newspaper if it is to conımand respect even in our o\vn inner circle 
Diust retain its independence and must reserve to itself the riaht to 
pull up any individual leader or group of persons if they darinaly do 
something that is likely to injure the prestige or to go contrarv to the 
principle and policy of the All-Ind/i organisatio n S . . . " h owev er 

^ tHe ' ar S eSt me3SUre of co-operati™ between 

»« S l.ou C |d sup3t e ^llv S a a s ,0n 'm tHe Pr T and MuSİİm news - 

«pecially, if the Provindal ^ncl' the^T y ’ 1 hundred P er 
the strict bounds of t-h ah aı " lamentar y organisations 


received a detailed 


fi' re P'y dated April Q the n • j 

P 9 , the Qaıd \vrote to me: 

1 ,V H thınks fra^ 

, îth * - 1 have also 

C ^y 0 ::! kwİthh - onthe e 4h Pmtİn ! thewh ole P° siti on for me. 

Cıî le and policv t0 f T formula wh?ch will 1 h ° pe . yOU P eo P le wiI1 not 
toty j )'° Urs elf tj ° tle ^ ea gue as a n • e a £ ainst t ^" ıe fundamental 
öceu^ the War eff y f ° rmuIa re ? a >-din Pr t] Ce f ° r . mİnistr yî s pecially do not 

be yond w| lat * l< * P?"'? n ol the Muslim League 
• .Nnt ti* or y«>tır »«I doı »*n»ıtt positi, ' e , t>e ‘ w * lcn the League vvas 

v ^»«opy r vious iam 

■H." «ply that I sent to Mr. Suhravvardy 

ÜL • , s İuı^İBmr ''. P 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I K'NEW HIM 




“As to my Corning to Bengal, if you ali really think that I can be F 
1 slull luve no hesitalion in coming. But in the first instance, Sir^* ^ ÜSe . 
must bc commissioned to form the Ministry. 4z ' rr ' u ^dit) 

“Thank you for ali the information. ^ Please do keep me i n toucb " 

At loııg last- Siı* Nazimuddin was commissioned to f 0 
Ministry on April 13. But the way the leaders of the Party seub^ 
constructing the Ministry caused grave apprehension in the min4 s ° Ut 
the Müslim Leaguers whose object was not merely to see a Min^ 
formed but to get the Müslim League strengthened and placed on^ 
elean and strong foundation. I accordingly wrote to the Qaid-e Az 4 
on April ı^: m 

“Dirty vvork seems to have begun even before the assumption of power. God 
alone knovvs what is in store for us when our friends constitute the Ministry 
aud run the administration of the province. Of one thing I anı certain, and 
as certain as I arn living today, that is we shall do everything in our 
povver to smash cotrie rule, to smash intrigues and to do away with 
ali the shortcomings and defects that cumulatively were responsible 
lor the fail of the last Ministry and the landslide that our Müslim League Parlia- 
nıentary ranks witııessed at the end of 1941. If the Cabinet is formed on 
the basis of a clique rule and on the evil principle that oıce a Minister, 
ahvays a Minister and if the Cabinet does not contain younger, healthier and 
eleaner blood I teli you, Sir, that it vvill fail within six months. It will be 
^ fatal to alloıv it to exist. Houses will have to be broken and rebuilt until 
a smart and sanitary strueture is finally put up. It is on these grounds and it 
is for this reason that I have been repeatedly advocating the necessity for 
your being on the spot and taking an aetive interest in the parliamentary 
affairs of the province on the eve of the announcement of the personnel ot 
the Ministry. I feel that the saıııe old gang nıinus Fazlul Haq vvill come in and 
the sarne old gang vvill rule in the same old way.. .. 

“The Parliamentary Party meets on Sunday and possibly it is there that the 
personnel of the Ministry vvill be discussed and I fear trouble either on 
that day or not very many days after the Ministry assumes charge. I hope 
you have made it clear to Nazimuddin that before he finally submits the 
names of his colleagues to the Governor he should advise you vvho they are. 
Neither Nazimuddin, nor Shaheed nor Shahabuddin will welcome your 
presence here, because it vvill not süit them. They vvill not have a free 
hand that they are planning to have.... I consider it my bounden, and 
almost sacred, duty to place before you facts, vvithout any prejudice or 
colouring, as I see them here so that you may act as you think best for the 
good of the Muslims of this province.” 

The Qaid’s letter dated April i£ which erossed mine 
“In the present circumstances I will prefer that Sir Nazimuddin al1 ^ 
you people there should settle the personnel of the Ministry and I 
you vvill do it in a manner which vvill be rnost creditable t0 g 
Party, the Bengal Muslims and Müslim India as a whole. But il tlu* 0 
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MÜSLİM LEAGUç 


Jiffıculty or thcre i s , To The 

iference to me. I therofl. hU ? h » 


M Ass 


ES 


a r eference to me. I there&^then ask 

. is it teally »ecessıry. Wit ^ > h „ , sh S ^im u<Wln 
in g the paragraph cl, at a ppeared 'g>td to ( "o. go 
t ,vhen you are ali m Delhi; but ? ' St °' °J ;„? n,ro ««y 

in ion will not in any ıvay C o me in 'hat th^ "«I <C* 

tcam as you ali have done so far and ıvith Jcl* 1 ^ »ti?”' “ r 
are vvitnessmg yourself. Such s plendid res ^ n § ^ a 


19| 


o? 


After the fortnation of the Ministry by S i r 


Na zim u ddin fk 

e °Ppositi on 


itere animated scenes in the Assembly. The oppositi „ —■ enere 
k u t vve etere stıonget. The hood debate took tlır ? avas str( >ng 
jpeakers participating. The voting showed our strennth Th ' Vİ ' h fift y 
Government vvas supported by 134 members (seventv ' J Çoali tion 


seven 


neans 


•ıınıent was supporteci by 134 members (seventv « ^ 0allti on 

Caste Hindus, tvventy one Scheduled Caste, twentv ^th Mus *' ms ’ 
fUrpp Analo-Indians. one Inrlinn ... ree Euro- 


, three Anglo-Indians, one Indian Christian, one HillmTn) 


Realising the seriousness of the food situation in Bengal i a 
to the Qaid: “The Müslim League is jubilant, but joy withoutTvork 
will not do. The province is passing through a food crisis and everv 
efforl is being made by ali who hold the League cause dear, to do every- 
thing possible to alleviate the distress and to improve the situation 
lmprovement will be blessed not only by the Mussalmans but eauallv 
b\ the Hindus.” 


On August 28, 1943, I received from the Qaid-e-Azam a cheaue 
tor Rs. S) 0 oo/- donated by Botavvala Charities to be utilised for the 
purposenf giving relief to Müslim sufiferers in Bengal. I deposited the 
^eque ın the account ol the Muslini Chamber of Commerce Relief 


*«İLji Ljn J'rh'u- P ro P a Ş anda °ffensive based on falsehoods 

*«■ 1 tvrote to the ( ??, M ’ n ' s , tr >' b r % ama p ™sad Mukerjee and his 
the Qaıd on this subject on September 8, as follovvs: 

gty - WHtnSky°" a d p "° 4 Se ?, t0 COme wi,hin ‘he programme of the 
E^hm 4:: he extradited, ifıprisoned and 

bn^ yeptpersvvere susar l T s ‘ u dents on the flimsiest grounds. 

<ZT *“ *• P seTuti 0, ', theSmalkst P re '«t- Our Johıınies 
P - mon * ni nroserı.rîrtn a „d hesitate ,o take 


< "««fW SC " io 'tofd,ep ;'' , P rosecuti on and hesitate tc 

l iclil '8 »s ant J Shyanıa Prasad for the very s 


to 
serious 
ies and 


r*; W e A ' 1 F°^ unıj tists in ı-u VV,I,> Ior ar°wnmg truth in Iies and 
V £ itn Le ^et aİ<1 tKe y will sud e i r ince : ° ur i°hnnies have not 
^ Conı mit tee a ^ Su, fered a seriou? sU^ 1 '! 6 that F° Wer haS S one and 

meet and for - 5ac L It is necessary for the 
)°u to put matters right in Bengal 
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qaid-e-azam as i 


KNtW HIM 


Y,m vvcnt to the aid of ali provinces, the latest 
before condltions vvorscn. com | here also and set our house in 

beingSlndiiti»r»r y«“. Sır ’ *° ' 

order. ’ ’ 


1 rr»lir*f work İn Bengal and in this connection 

We concentrated on rel.et wo .r B fo U ows: 

I reported to the Qaid on Septembcr 

* « m. m 1 • nL 


jyv » - — 

• r *tmn reparding the Müslim Chamber’s Rclief 
“1 feel I owe you ıome mlorm | |(U an<1 , am g l a d to advise you that 

Fund. The work ıs progrcssıng | b J ween thirty four to thirty six free 
vvithin the next eight days we s w ' th of Bcnga l. We have decided not 

kitehens throughout the Icrgth .m« limits o[ Calcutta. We hope ‘o 

to öpen any more kitehens m t- ^ pe rsons, önce daily. The task 
be in a position to feed 20,000 . J j am g j ac l to say that money 

undertaken is glgantic and requıres arg ^ \ aces as f ar as Kohat. Müslim 

is coming in daily from ali över ™ ‘ red P to t ake över Müslim orphans. 

Orphanagcs outsıde Bengal have A Z amearh has already sent in 

School bovs are colUeting funds «d «T work. 

four iestalments of fifty rupecs cach. Th. S .s mag 


"I am countering Muk.rjee’, nrove for 

sharply and promp.ly by To receive höme, feed and educate 

and the Müslim Orphanage o . , CO n(litions that are 

children rendered homeless and parentless ovvıng to the condltions 

^ swccping över our unfortunate provınce today. 




“I Kave madc adeoua.e fınancial arrangements for the mamteuance of these 
lü" the orphauaget mcv.ioncd above. . expec. our cash hmdt 
to reach tvvo lacs of rupees mark vvithin the ncxt few days. 


“1 have asked the Punjab and Sind to send us their he'p m food g™j ns ^ 
particularly rice instead ol cash. I have asked Sir Azızul Haque who 
receiving nearly Rs. 40,000/-, to send dovvn, as arranget wıt ım a 
rice purehased in the Punjab as cheaply as possible, for account of the Mu 
Chamber of Commerce.” 


“We are giving free lood and Iree milk to babies irrespeetive of relıgıon 


or 


caste. 


“We aıc grateful to you for your bicssings and for the trouble you are taking 
in forvvarding cheques and monies receivcd by you lor Bengal. 

it 

Attempts to dislodge the Nazimuddin Ministry continued d ^ 
warded off the attacks. 1 reported to the Qaid on March 10 » 1 94^» 

follows: 


“The kite-flying and propaganda in the non-Muslim press and on the p 
in regard to the dwindling majority of the present Ministry has ali en ^ iofl 
smoke. The last division has taken the vvind out of the sails of the Opp° b ^ en 
Both Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee and Fazlul Haq looked very crest 
on that day. The Government has a very safe majority and unless » f 
something seriously vvrong or completcly eloses its eyes to the machina 1 
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~ — ihe m ASSes 

it i 0 n. without taking nccessaıy countcr 

OpP 




us to 


vvorrv. 


StC P s * » fee\ lK 



ifion becanıe a little difficult a week later but r ınx 
^Vunsc^ed. On March .8, 1 informed the Qaid „ 


0 W'S 


TO things began to look troublesome in the Assembly be 
ed * y VCo. with Mahasabha money bags were very active. 


, „ 0 , , - r -ver)- 

The House adjoumed at 9.30 p.m. and the vote 

Some 


jndCVV ı y mcmbe 

goc*Q S ^ 0VV Government against ninety five for Öpposition. 

showc^ t tî ^ ^ t retU rned to Calcutta and others arc lying ili in Calcutta. 
m cmK'rs have "_ b ^ neC essity for bringing them to the Assembly 

J h»v« had two very exci«i„g da,s." 


\|,aut this time the Qaid-e-Azam was busy tackling the situation 
m tW Punjab created by the double-faced policy of the Unionists led 


bv Malik Klıizr Hayat Tivana. I avrete to the Qaid on April 1 2: 


“I am indeed very happy to note the developments in the Punjab. 
ChKoturam, Manoharlal and Baldeo Singh have too much miluence on Tıvrau 
and it seems to me that he too will take the Üne ol least resıstance as dıd A.k. 
Fülul Haq and betray the League in order to keep himself in office. Ouı 
stand in that case is patent. We shall have to do in the Punjab what we did 
inBengal and, with a band of sincere and active young men at the disposal 
of the Leaçue in the Punjab, 1 think that quicker and earlier results can be 
achiev«d in that province than \ve were able to in ours. Whether the 
League contimıes to be the Government or goes into opposition, matters 
little. We cannot continue to have our friends playing a double game ali 
time. They must make their choice/* 


Qaid^ ter ^ rea ^ own °f the talks \vith Khizr Hayat Khan, the 
Sialkot^ 1 ^ Provincial Müslim League Conference at 

^tafteT ^ PUm t ^ lere P r oceeded to Kashmir for a holiday—the 
^°n May 6 ' CU \? ars strenuous vvork. From Srinagar he wrote to 
^ en made q 0 * * re g ar d to the Punjab, I think the situation has 

t0 Us to oro^ C f ar ^ issue ^ as been crystallised. İt is now up 
ln ^jab”; 1Se t ‘ 10r °ughly and most efficiently the Muslini League 


Mt 


er 


the p. 


/i 


^n°u^ Us ^m Le^' t ^ e f e ' ver e reports of trouble betvveen t\vo 

Nvihpi .' da )^tull a r ^ Uers * n Sind headed by the Prenıier Sir Ghulanı 
w " C U 1 ka.. dn and Mr. ~ -- J - ' -J 


L 


a ^d 


*“ Leag ^ G.M. Syed, President ol the Sind 

C Pknn' n Sin( l Musl; 6 ,^ ac ^ S rou P was manoeuvring to get tlıe 
' ng â tnoti 0n m r a§ue P 0İ 'tics. G. M. Syed was reported 
0 ^o-confidence against the Hiday'atullalı 
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Ministry. Qaid-e-Azam sent for both Hidayatullah and Q.M. Syed 
after prolonged discussions with t Hem, ıssued a statement on Ja nila J v 
7 , 194Ç in which he clarified the posıtıon as under: JH 


, As regards the Müslim League Party m the Sind Assemblv 
Sir Ghulam Hufain is the leader and so long jts he enjoys the confidj’ 
of the Party, he can, and it is his responsıbılıty m choose his Mu s l i(tl 
colleagues in the Ministry in such a manner as he may thınk prop er 
and this position of Sir Ghulam Husain was recogmsed by ali who wer e 
preserit at the Delhi meeting. 




2 That the Müslim League Party cannot enteı into any coalition 
vvith any group in the Assembly unless the terms and conditions of 
sııch a proposed coalition are approved of by the Central Parlıamentary 

Board. 


When the dispute betvveen Hidayatullah and G.M. Syed could 
not be resolved and its continuance became detrimental to the overall 
interests of Müslim India, Mr. Jinnah sent for Syed at Bombay and, 
after a three-day talk vvith him, issued an appeal to both partıes for 
compromise and greater co-operation in the Provincial Müslim 
League. But the squabble continued. Charges and counter-charges 
L were flung with great abandon. On February 24, 1 945 . the Hidayatullah 
Ministry was defeated by 25 votes against 19 on an item of the budget 
hecause Syed’s group in the Müslim League Party voted against the 
Ministry. There was fight stili left in the Chief Minister. Havmg been 
allotved time by the Governor to re-group his forces, Hidayatullah 
went ahead in his search for fresh support. He picked Hajı Moula Bux 
(a non-Leaguer) as an additional Minister because this brought hım 
much-needed support, although it came from the so-called ' Natl ° na “ 
Muslims’. This step clearly was a contravention of one of the tun 
mental principles of Muslini League policy. When 1 heard ot the^ 
developments I wrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on February 27, 1945 . 
ıınder: 


“Sind has turned out to be a festering sore of the Müslim Lcague^^^ 
antics, the abuses, the statements and coımter-statements ar.d t ıe wa 
of dirty linen in public, I anı sure, have disgusted every ^ USS |. l ^ nS ider 
Today’s neıvspapers, hoıvever, carry news \vhich every Leaguer wı ^ 

to be absolutely the limit. Sir Ghulam Husain in his anxiety ^ oU ted. 
or to keep his Ministry in office, has overstepped the mark, ble v ^ e j axa ble 
one of the fundamentals of our creed—he has broken one of ou* 
laws—namely that of coalescing vvith another non-League Mus mı ^- n j s trV 
and party—to get the majority necessary for keeping ,s 
in office.” 
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M ü 


To 


lIE FROM THE ARMCHAİR TO THE MASSES 

LE 

j. e .Azam the programme and policy of the Müslim 

t he Q aU • „ nor tant than the continuance of a Ministry. He 

. .nr>re ii*t u _ . ı . ... p J 


imporcant u.-« — —.— - “ «....«ıry, 

■luKI 1 " r at of the Ministry and ımposıtıon of Govcmor a 
le îd P re ^ er • ^ to the sacrifice of the principles of the Müslim 
t^ rSeCtl 'He\vas unhappy about the whole cpisode. Hidaya- 
P 0İİCy ^^w a sharp reprimand from the Qaid who sent the 

' 2 : 


rU ' e 7 policy- 

%’ s aC S"gram' V to lıinı" on March 

folloıvıng te S 


ud March. Serious mistakc having includcd Moula Bux 
"Your tele f anl !,^ C V vühout his joining League, impossibîe accept (his position 
in Leag ue Mm ‘ S y rect ifv this violation breaking our fundanıcntftl principle 
stop. 0nly lUnovvn to you that Moula Bux must join League immediately 
which so wei out $top Le ague honour and principles cannot bc bartercd 
or ebe he must s nin ‘ hree * r any ot her consequeııces am nıost reluctanî 

avvaybecause ir rs hoping you will loyally stand by me as 

eXCl ^ so far done andLny out my advice immedi.tely. Wire reply.” 


you 


The abovc-quoted telegram was folloıved by a letter to Hidaya- 
IL h " he same day to ensure that the message ıvas correctly receıved. 


If Hidayatullah’s action vvas ıvrong, Syed’s antics in getting the 
Ministry of his own party defeated ıvas equally condemnable. In reply 
to Syed’s telegram of February 17, seeking advice and instructions, 
the Qaid telegraphed him on February 28: 


“Your telegrams of the 24th and 2yth Regret to say that on your own 
admission, you have adopted unconstitutional methods have lent yourse 11 to un- 
worthy intrigues, playing into the hands of enemies, have let down you. 
leader and party to vvhich you belonged, thereby you have already danıaged 
our cause and the prestige of the Muslini League, you have precipitated a 
crisis have brokcn party discipline, caused a split, shaken the solidarity of 
Sind Muslims notıvithstanding your assurance to nıe at the conclusion ol 
our Bombay talks and against my advice. You have ignored the committee of 
action the Central Parl i a mentary Board, the League machinery, the constitu- 
tlon > the rules and regulations, through and by ıııeans ol which you could have 
secured full redrcss of any just grievance, but, instead, you have \vrongly 
^ted to methods vvhich are calculated to uııdernıine the basic structure 
tle i- ca gue organization, its aiıııs and objects. This course of action on 
Mush ^ 1 ^ hııproper, detrimental to Müslim interests and to the 

İ 111 League, it is futile to give advice and instructions any more.” 


' Vri ting to^M nıeantlme > Hidayatullah had committed hinıself in 
INıit th c ° U a ^ UX and assure( i Him that even if Mr. Jinnah did not 
l ua %him COa V tİOn With a non-Muslim League Müslim, he would 
° n fu 'l blas^r ° n tlıe coa lition. But when the heat vvas turned 

A|? İlions they h°| Hida y at uUah and G.M. Syed receded from the 
*Gener 1 ^ en U P* a telegraphic reply to Navvabzada Liaqat 
a Secrc ^ary of the All-India Muslini League, Syed said : 
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QA1D-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


“Your telegram shaîl carry out loyally your direction stop ha Ve • 
assured Sir^Ghulam Husain complete support.” On his p an , Hij 
tullah removed Moula Bux from his Cabinet. Thıs give-in by b^t 
sides restored peace in the Sind Müslim League for the ti me bei ^ h 

Then, as it usually happens at the time of distribution of j oave 
and fîshes, on the question of nomination of Müslim League candidates 
for the General Elections vvhich were to be held on January 21, 
the Ministerial group and Syed’s group fell out and the Provinciaİ 
Parliamentary Board failedto perform its task. The Central Parliamen- 
tarv Board stepped in and proceeded to select League candidates f or 
contesting elections to the Sind Assembly. Syed and his group, though 
thev were stili in the Müslim League did not abide by the Central 
Parliamentary Board’s decisions and put up their own candidates, thus 
committing a flagrant breachofdiscipline, for whichthey were expelled 
from the organisation by the Committee of Action presided över by 
Nawab Mohammed İsmail Khan. Eventually, the Müslim League won 
28 seats and other Muslims 7 seats. 


HidayatuUah, as leader of the Müslim League Party in the nevvly 
elected Assembly, formed the Ministry. It had an overall majority of 
onlv one vote. Syed, with his three followers, in collaboration with 
^ Hindu members of the Assembly, worked ceaselessly to undermine 
. t he position of the Ministry. One Müslim League member having 
lefected, both sides—the Ministerial Party and the Opposition 
became equal in strength. Parliamentary Government having been 
frendered impossible, the Governor dissolved the Assembly and 
^mpointed a care-taker Government headed by HidayatuUah to carry 
on until fresh general elections vvhich were ordered to beheld m 
December 1946. These elections resulted in çent per çent victorv or 
the Müslim League in the thirty five Muslini constituencies. It enabled 
the League to form a stable Ministry with HidayatuUah as the Chie 
Minister. * Thus by his firm stand on principle, the Qaid önce agaın 
saved the honour and maintained the prestige of the Müslim Leagueat 
a critical stage vvhich among other factors, paved the way for 1 
emergence of Pakistan. 

Qaid-e-Azam was taken ili in March, 194^, and the all ^ U at 
session of the League scheduled to be held during that nl °pj ease 
Lahore had to be postponed. I vvrote to him on March 12,: 
do not worry about the affairs of Sind, UP or anyvvhere else. 


| | 

*The Qaid-e-A7am who vvas in England at the time was naturally delighted to rece 
news by cable (details elsewhere in the book). 
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conÇ u and «ay yon be fit and fit " 

for very many years m ° r e-■ gate «S 

^ (tards the affairs ın Bengal, 1 reported to the o • ı 
^The Assembly here is sitting from day to day 
î7) : T ! have not met wıth any success i n challendirm ,u ar > ^ 
OpP 0 Government. As is their established practice, 
of' he G ° dreadful language and level the vılest and most irrespolTu 
İ>Ü< “ a cainst the Government protecting themsclves 4h T 
ch*f s f parliamentary privilege. 1 do not think any legislatur 

Yhassnnkhalfaslovvasours.” 


VI 

r 


fi 


■e in 


, our after this letteı* was written, there was a snap division 
A n 10 11 w hich took the Government benches unawares with 

İH the ASSeUlU ] . ___ f ), om Tf cmnnrtarv r>~_ 


1 


^ Mhat the vote \vent against them. If supporters of Govern- 
thC ’TAeen present in full strength, the Opposition would certainly 
^been defeated. I reported the situation to the Qaid on April 24, 


have been 

as follovvs: 



... have committed many mistakes of judgmen. m my İde but the b.gges, 

,, V r of al | „ as that contained in my letter mitten to you on March 17. an 
J lund , f rp the unexP ected snap division was called in the Leg.slatıve 

Assembly 0 The fact is that I was lulled into a position of absolute securıty by 
rîts that 1 received from the VVhips and promiaent "t 
Patta from time to time. The Party «ere caught nappıng. They were 
diddied very cleverly by «he Opposition. The Govemmen e X pec«ed 
at «sual, a very strong opposition to the Demand lor C.v.l Supphe and also 
thc Home and Poliçe Demand. They decided to nauster the.r full streng* 
whea Government least suspected the attack, name y, at t ıe ag en 
Budget Session and they seleeted Agriculture, a Demand to vv uc ove 
did. not expect any opposition from any quarter. T c opposıt^o 
calculated that in view of the approaching Easter Holi ays some . . ’ 

particularly the Europeans, vvould go avvay a couple of days ıe ore 11 « 

Holidays commenced to enjoy a slightly longer holiday. Some o our ° , 

Müslim members went avvay. The stage was in the meantime, preparc 
rea( ly. Money had passed from the Marvvaries to certain puıc ASca 
commodities through the medium of the leaders of the opposition group • 
V/u V ; aS 0n ^ at 2 'î° İIA the afternoon of the snap division t at ^ Q f 

D P s and Ministcrs realised that eighteen persons headed by t e 
at torni V ' ere ^ 0ln ^ to b etra y the Government Party. Of course, t e P ’ 
He «e? ° f ,he 0 PP“Hion, as usual, did his worst against the Muslm U»g«e. 

^ povver of theGovemor and actually d,c.a,ed to^m 

^“ttunity he Heen mıpartial and gıven Governmem stıengt b 

' vit Kin a n V. arr y on tbe debate until it could marshal s howr a 

Jk ftat f °r tCc S °’ 1 am SUrC the division fi g ures WOUİ<1 ^Lion 93 rules 
Pfovin Ce ,° Ve [ Ilment on tbat very day. However, J t K e field for 

^ month m n0t be sur P rised in ' the lcaSt İf k h ° 
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We d id not accept the snap division as an expression of 
confidence and demanded that we be given an opportunity to de m on°' 
trate oıır majority. The Governor did not concede our demand anî 
took över the governmcnt under Section 93 . 

Replying on May 6, the Qaid wrote: 

“As rcgards the Bengal situation and your summary of the Assembly and 
the Ministry, I have noted ali that you have to say. Corruption is a cur se i n 
India and amongst Muslims espccially the so-callcd educated andintelligentsia 
Uııfortunately, it is this class that is selfish and morally and intellectually 
corrupt. No doubt, this disease is common, but amongst this particular 
class of Muslims, it is rampant. Ali this is due to the demoralised an d 
değene ra ted state to vvhich \ve are reduced and for want of character. 
Hovvever, it is a phase that we have to face and naake every effort to eradicate 
it and purify our society.... 

“As regards rnyself, I am glad to teli you that I am almost alright and 1 shall 
be cjuite well very soon. But this breakdovvn has left mc vveak and therefore, 

I shall have to continue to have complete rest for some time to come. It does 
not mean that in case of emergency I shall not be ready to do my littlc bit. 
please do keep rne informed about the important developments that ınay 
take place in Bengal.’’ 

As the General Elections approached, the Provincial Müslim 
Leagues took steps to constitute the Provincial Parliamentary Boards 
which were charged with the task of issuing tickets to candidates for 
contesting elections. The unity which characterised the ranks of the 
Mnslim League in Bengal began to show signs of cracking and there 
was jockeying for seats on the Parliamentary Board. I sent a detailed 
report to the Qaid on October 1, vvhich stated inter aha : 

“I vvas appointed Treasurer of the Flection Fund by the VVorking Committee 
and this appointment was published in the Press five vveeks ago. A fevv days 
later, by another decision of the Working Committee which \vas released to 
the Press, Sir Nazimuddin was elected President cum Treasurer! At the 
first meeting ol the Fund Committee, 1 told Sir Nazimuddin that l could 
not understand the sudden change in the Treasurcrship and most of the 
merehant members of the Committee present insisted that l alone should be 
Treasurer. A meeting of the Working Committee vvas called a couple of 
days after and I vvas again elected Treasurer of the Fund. 

“ We started vvork in earnest and collected Rs. 1 3,000/- \vhen reports ot the 
rift in the League* s upper two reached the ears of some members of the Coın 
mittee and collection efforts automatically ceased as some members ot t ıe 
Committee felt that they could not appeal to the ir brethren to g' Vt> n1 ° n ^ 
if it vvas to be spent in propping up or bringing in tbe supporteıs o 
individual instead of it being judiciously spent^ on League propaganda aıu ^ 
the seleetion and support ol the most suitab'e candidates tıom the Lea e 
point ol vievv. On September 30, the Council of the League continueı ^ 
business vvhich vvas to elect i t s five representatives on the Parlianaentai) b< 
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cr e recorded, each leader was sure of his succcss 
the vot« collared four seats, namely, Moulana Mohd. Akram 
“^uddİJi had a Rahman> M.L.A. (representative of the Assembly), 

him sCİf ’. Mr A. e presentative of the Bengal Legislative Council). Nazim- 
An 1 " 1 ,’ \ / woU ld win at least two out of the t; Council seats 

Mr-“y, _.,„ht that ne _ j c..ı_, 


|V 'l'liı\ thoug ht 1 ma j or ity on the Board. On the other hand, Suhravvardy 
U dthush ave a c ffgjgue Secretary, Abul Hasbim, a pcrson with a communis- 
“”d the P roVİnCU e ce rfain of carrying ali the five Council seats on the Board. 
tic oU tlook> " e ^ warrıe d by soıtıe ol his friends and wellwishers that he should 
j4azimû^ in ' va ^ ot fight H e was told that he was being led up the 
comp romİ 1 se , ^bis supporters. He did not listen. I did not attend the meet- 
gatdenp at h b ^ rticipate ^ votin g The results were announced late last 
îng n ° r ^ f a . ar dy & Co. have \von ali the five Provincial Cour.cil seats. 
evening- , ” j * up t here are at least two dangerous persons and in 

ösrA- are worthless - 

Afrai a the Parliamentary Board, as constituted, may not have the full 
Mence of the people and particularly the confidence of persons avho wtU 
rTd uoon to pay big money to the Fund. This will be the posıt.on .f 
t ‘parliatuentary Bolrd, as constituted, funetions properly and there .s no 
. İr anto^g the mentbers. . had decided «o tender nay resignat.on 
ri the Treasurership of the Election Fund and also to res.gn my member- 
<hin of the Provincial Working Committee. I was prevaded upon by 
persons elose to me not to take this hasty aetion but to vvrite to you and seek 
La valuable advice. My ovn feeling is that as I cannot stoop to support 
öne individual against another, and as l cannot suffer humıhatıon at the hands 
of these people, it is best for me to get out. 1 have been, like most ol the 
non-party men, slowly squeezed out of everything every time. So why 
should I hang on and suffer this indignity? 

"Bengal is an unfortunate province indeed. Whereas Muslims are closing 
their ranks in other provinces to mcet the Congress-Mahasabha challenge, 
we are fighting within our ovvn camp and are providing an excellent \\eapon 
for our enemies to wield against us.” 


With his usual sobriety and foresight the Qaid, who was at that 
time in Baluchistan, replied on October 9, as tollows: 

W e h, I really don’t know what to say as regards Bengal, but one thing 
f srtaip that unless you people puLİ together, vvhatever the provocation 
Pfsonal intrigues and individual selfishness and ambition, you can’t succee . 

= ,1 hsue before tbe country now is Pakistan against Akhand Hin 
■ c l ' ^ Us hms do not stand united they will get a setback ot a ver) s 
SUn r ^ Cr and 1 don’t think that any one of those who aıe ambıtıou s 
the n U | J rea ti ze their dreams \vhen the Assembly meets, and even 1 
■IS Asseurhiy is not going to be of a P—'^ ster 

ahdMiniJ d ° 101:>e tKe y wil l give up thınkıng m terms o , w hat is 

iftore w . C u’ı aS ’ tiivided, different groups will go 0) ,n g* , e yes of 
the V/orhl" 1 ' 1 ' * UVe *° St t ^ e P aramourıt issue Pa h ,stan ‘ n 
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1 Iie Qaid wrote to me again in thi« 

Novcınber 2,: ' (onnc ction f’ r 



0,T1 Bc 


Heasc ılo kcep mc mforıııecl as to nvhat is 1 la 
nothmg will comc in the way o! supportine 1 Ç Cn ‘ n 8« **1 I do h 

nıatter \vho ,l,ey are. After ali, ’u is ,L '"“•«Si"T "“t 

i Kat w,II dccide fmally and no, your local Board i„ “s! T"’’* 

that may bc hled .and after tltey Kave decidcd ıh w ofaa; ‘ppeal D r , ° ar<1 
stand that thenceforvvard (hey must supporj thc m,Bt S? 1 ' 

,f he bc 1 kmp -p» st to *• <*"*» «• A™ 'şzzg&îz 


At this time, Mr. Fazlul Haq was shovving keenn 
Mushm League. 1 wrote to the Qaid in rhis connection 
the follovvıng reply: “The best cour.se fnr .?V° n ^ recd*.. 


the follovving reply: “The best <^fo" 

example of Begüm Shah Nawaz. ’’ The Begüm had e * t0 f ° 1,ovv th e 

MDİiTf UCt İn dİS0be > in g tlle mandate S of the Muslini 
pplıed for pemııssıon to join the League, avhich vvas LcagU,: and 

Fazlul Haq, with his usual inconsistency, h oweveT “ grinted - Mr, 

electıons agamst the Müslim League. His groun was r ’ C ,° nt 1 este(1 the 

n September 1946, however, he ' wîfhdrew X 

agamst the Qaıd, expressed regret for his past conduet and ani- !“* 
the Calcutta Dıstrict Müslim League for re-admission PF " d *° 


ani,. Sh.lıccJ Ş.. „ £Z 5 £g£ 

P V a trust ed Iıeutenant one ın whose ability Nazimuddin prided 
and whose advıce he sought began to feel that this was the time for 
hım t° snateh power from his Chief and to seat himself in the Chief 
Mmıster s chaır. Encouraged by his Jieutenants and accomplices, he 
siruck hard and with success, and poor Nazimuddin was knockedout. 
This betrayal so shocked and hurt him that for days, he reeled under 
its impact and, thereafter, decided not to seek eleetion to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly nor to encourage the splitting of the League, 
something he could have easily done. In fact, he ordered his follovvers 
to forget the depJorable incident, to elose ranks and to fight the 
eleetions as one solid party, so essential for capturing an ovenvhelnıiug 
majority of the Müslim seats. Such a success was essential to show to 
the British Government and to the world, the power of otır organ| sa 
tion and its undeniable right to cali itself the sole authoritative poli tica 
party of the Müslim nation. 


The painful episode reminded one of the tragedy ot Julius ‘ ^ 
as \vritten by Shakespeare. Brutus and Cassius, Caesar s ^ r * en ^ 0 f 
supporters, stabbed him and ended his Emperorship. hı the ^ 
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ı u P A to the heart, yet did not succumb. 

’ Caesar' va * stl ^und t0 h eal and then, after about a 
,1 h»"' e '’ „d al!o' ved h of , lıp norters and laid low Brutus. Thıs 
' Vith hİS f ar pTrtirion when the Bengal Legislature was 

feto ev P i: 


n . „ B v ° P ‘Tw East Bengal and West Bengal. Shaheed was 
fCencl« in ; he s " nd Nazimuddin stepped in again and took över 
‘ 1 i» * e ,vilde , The moral is obvious: Loyalty to a cause and 
^ st le îSdeI! are the essential qualities of a disciplined 
loyalty toone 

nıan. 

.. the S quabbles över the distribution of tickets was över, 
heartening to see the leaders of different groups workmg 
* > Jlv for the success of the League Candidates. The Qaıd, very 
tirîdlv acceded to our request to tour Bengal before the electıons to 
the Provincial Assembly. After Consulting the leaders, I iniormed hım 
thathe might visit Bengal in the second and third weeks of February, 
1946, and he should spare a fortnight for the purpose. Elsevvhere, I 
have described in detail his triumphant tour of Bengal and the splendid 
results it produced. I am happy to recall that the dark clouds which 
hovered över the Bengal Müslim League horizon in September, 1945 ”» 
eventually dispersed and ali its leaders and workers rose to the 
occasion and worked hand in hand to ensure the success ot the League 
Candidates. As a result, a stable Muslini League Ministry was forme 

in the province of Bengal enabling it to put its fud \veight behind t e 
stnıggle for the creation of Pakistan in its final and decisive stage. 

Elsevvhere, I have dealt with the importantevents whichoccurred 

during ouı* march to political freedom. I have dealt wit ar 
mittees, the Cripp’s Mission, the Simla Conference the 
Mıssion, the Mountbatten Plan of Jııne 3 . 1943 . and w:,th h 

^dcliffe Award . İt is. therefore not necessary to -ver_^^ 

Stoutıd in this chapter as it has not been, nor ıs ı Y made nıe 

rnake the book any different from its t.tle and spırıt nh.ch 

Urı dertake its \vriting. 

The reader may wonder as to ^ 3 » 

the story of the struggle whıc was^ are two ■ 

League on a strong and bo i erioc ı a nd was intimately a ^ 

lived in Calcutta throughou^ se P ^ & pQsitio to throw in 

\Mth the struggle, Ben J a l was concerned. 1 y o f oV er 33 

various aspects so conta ined a M “ Sİ Y* of Müslim India. 

pre-independence days, in the body-poLoc 

million whiçhmade ıt a key 
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qaid-e-azam as i kne 



The success of the Müslim League in BengaHm 

to the sııccesslul conclusıon o f a ı°ı mus t in fairness to my close 
Pakistan. While on the subject of Bcn § al ’ 1 an dKhvvaja Nooruddin 
friends and colleagues, Abdur Rahman SMd,qu, J ^ ^ 

mention their great seı vıces * n ^ u ers an d opportunists into a 
League in Bengal in particular, 

povverful organisation w e e< ■ j un til I became a disciple 

was my gülde in political matters r « Rahman and [ were 

of Mohammad Ali Jinnah Noo™dd, ■^, d were at times 
known as the ‘Three Tatlo-s of JooUy Str ^ ^ ^ rf 

dubbed as ‘The Three Muskeeters . we v 
oppoıtunists and we did our duty car e )• 


1 wonld also add that ‘Hough my cnticism of Mr. A. 

u, n \ inexDİıcable behavıour ın crıtıcal lime*, r 5 

^ ^ . i r t W oııld be doing him grave ınjustıce ıf I 

overlooked^r'forgot the ’services he renderfd to Müslim, in his more 
»oble°and kinder moments. İt vvould be unfair to has:-ory. o 

not record that it was he who drafted and sponsored .^lia Colt/e 
Fducation Bili of Beneal and it was he who founded the Islamıa College 

and Lady Brabourne College for the Müslim boys and g ır s ^ es P^ 1Ve J 
of Beneal. Nor can I easily forget his emot.onal spceches ın support 
the Müslim case when he stood on the right side of the fence an 
affectionately hailed as the “Sher-e-Bengal” (The 
He was a kind man generally and was noted toı his os ' hjs doors 
for students. No needy student vvas ever turned awa) ' from 

not even when he was short of cash hımself and had to boı 
a Kabuli moneylender next door. 


For sure, the Müslim League had more or !e s.m P rft , 

to contend with in the other provinces as well, both M w j'jivi- 

and Mnslim-minority. The stories concernmg *hem, , vr ites 

duals ofthose provinces to teli. If a Ptmjab. 'eader of ^ t , 

of what be remembers or has recorded, be ' n^inos,! 1 ^^ 

trickery of the Unionist Party, vvhich vvith Br,t ^ ’| lbst amially fr °® 
reins of government in the province, dıd not dıtt 

. f r\ _1 -i. 4-U^ fı m o 


that of Bengal at the time. 


r th^ r 


or öengaı ul mc umt.. ı er tn<*‘ 

The foregoing correspondence vvill dısclosç to abva y S d" 
the Qaid was alvvays frank and his approach to pı ° t |ı 1 "’ ''j in « 

He was quite clear in his mind as to his aim and also ^ w<ıs ^ 

take to reach his destination. He knew that h vve re , „„ı 

İs hard and rugged and studded with ob. ac J^ bel .ate. ** 

.mi- But he was undaunted, cool - • : 0 n. 

to SW,,,OU l“ to enter his thinking or decıs.o 

permi t sentınıent 
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f r om the letters of Mr. Jinnah in 


from tne ıettcı» *** 

a | s o ° bser .'L nt an d steady undercurrent vvhich 
-c a consi- „1««ravR f-enrhina. cmidina 


«re» aer ı,!pters. a f f’L Qaid was alvvays teaching, guiding 
ffl.thct 1 !„ hi nl t ıa i and was tolerant: he 


, <s&* C J to M» tha ‘u oWe d patience and was tolerant; he 
al "j y at no room for relaxation for himself or 
* ı^ 1 and _-»fi.»* to uive copent reasons. 


r* ar djdhe ever refuse to give cogent reasons, 
İ’yjed ° n -nts. n ° r d . ı . r~v. kic rhinkino and acting as he did 


fct^^disdpks, for his thinking and acting as he did 

. .ilân' _ 


fîS* « atters 


MuS İmS ’ t e will and help of the Creator. But we equally 
.thiae "' ith °7 „ sincere and hard effort on the part of man, God 
^îieve that w>‘ ° fe a ing in Persian which reads: As toe Harakat 
»ili a»' hel P-, , Action b Y you and blessing from me) . In other words, 

'"'f^thosewho help themselves’. This saying admirably applied 
■God help 1 A] . , innah To imagine or to accept that due to the 

„ r eTailine circumstances, Pakistan dropped like a ripe apple in 
fî n «ould be to over-simplify matters, mis-state the position and 
bhim of the praise due, praise for his hard and systematic work in 
orpnising the All-India Müslim League, in converting it slowly but 
surely and effectively into a powerful organisation and obtaining the 
support of one hundred million determined Muslims of the sub-conti- 
nent to achieve a homeland for themselves—a homeland tvhere they 
could live in accordance avith their own lights, free from oppresive 
domination by an overwhelming Hindu majority. 


believe that man can do nothing or achieve 


So my story on the transition of the All-India Müslim League 
from the comfort of armchairs to the hazards of a mass organisation of 
the Muslims has dravvn to a close. 

Let us not, hovvever, confuse the old body with those which have 
come into existence since August 14, 1947- The ne\v organisations 
unfortunately lack the enthusiasm, the determination, the iscip ine, 
die unity, the sacrifice and above ali else, the aim whic ı P r °P ^ 

the All-India Müslim League onvvard to solidarity and greatness. 

who devotedly worked for the great All-India bo ), ) f^enı- 

«chetved their personal interests and ambitions and 
s elves to the objective of securing freedom lor t e ^ Hin d U s. 

continent, freedom from the British an ree 0 , J e adership of an 
They worked with the zeal of fanatıcs un er The mem ory 

unmaculately clean and able man, Müslim League, Uer- 

of the deeds and achievements of t ıe ^ inspiration for ali those 

v ently hope, will be a never-faıhng s ^ se lfish motıves and thus 

' v ho wish to serve and build P akis ” n e '^*°öf Mohammad Ali Jinnah. 
my the greatest tribnte to the meme) 
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CABINET MISSION AND DIPLOMACY 

O N the eve of the visit of the Cabinet Mission to British I 

March i94 6 > tbe Qaid-e-Azam summoned a meetin. * ** 
Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League at New n ^ 
The first group of the Müslim Leaguers whom the Mission i ^ 
to dinner consisted of the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad, the lat* 1 ')^ 
Mumuz Shah Nawaz and myself. The bigger guns like LiaqatAV 
Khan and the President of the Muslini League were invited to dinn 
separately and later. 

On receipt of the invitation through Mr. Woodrow Wyatt one 
of the Secreuries of the Mission and later a prominent Labour M P 
we wen t to the Qaid-e-Azam and asked if ive may accept it. He 
replied: “Yes”, and asked us to keep our ıveather eye öpen and 
report to him the next moming. 

Before dümer we sat in the dratving room of the Commander- 
m-Chıef s house at New Delhi which had been placed b V the Indian 

conve^Hn” 1 ^ MİSSİ °" and had an interesting 

both aXd,- ' J thr ? L members of fhe Labour Cabinet! 

Cntlth?l reafter ° VCr CU P S «fcoffee. Sir Stafford 

safeguardf ior the § Musltas u “m f ° r 3 United ,ndia with ade< P te 

hy dividing ,n<ha pj " d F™** a ^ d 

be viable and would come tr> ^ f a ^ ,stan f he new State would not 

come to grıef within a sflort time of itg birth . 

I remember Hirn telline* ı 

League leadership to take° fnU 3 j tbat vvas the tinıe for the Muslini 

strıkeafavourablebargainwi th l^ Vanta g e of the opportunity and 

that^if\h‘ a ^^ net Mission’s good ^°ffi^ reSS t ^ le leadership, 

S" «rKi":'-' r- ,h ' r»r~- h « !iiJ 

back on her ou n ! became unreal i du ' Vere divided and lateT 
position in the ** Mus, ims ^ -İd take Pakistan 

204 
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t t h a t a united India would be strong in 
fine arg ume * ^ _ 4 -^ 


ınacnt ı > iti ^ ^- 0 

tırsc. tlıe af ciıetH to the Commonwealth, to Britain and 
® ct,U .«Hirce str f n ?:^; c vv « also more than önce put forth in 


it- ,f 


, a jouı v '' cris is w as also more than önce put iorth in 

ovenmg. 


il* 


cout* 


Alexander spoke little and confined himself to ths 
Hlr. A- ‘ L " - -ı~* Jofenrp f vnprts in Britain were unani- 


Mr- A - V Hc to ıa us that defence experts in 
Jefcnce e ;. w lha t tne partition of India wc 


nce angıo. —^ ^ at tne p ar tition ot India would create a serious 

ıs jy Oİ d 1 ®/ r t h e tWO COUI 


:u P view uidi r- r , , .. . 1 

mousiy tnL for t ^ e t wo countries of the sub-contınent ?nd 

delence pr° ’ cl p klstan . He emphasised that the defence of Pakistan 

narticular V c 1 încnrmoımtable difficulties and 


‘ Y a problem bristling with insurmountable difficulties and 

. \ Jl e of East Pakistan (at the time it was not contemplated 
the. delenec .. . , . ı ?_c^o*. d 


Ait Ben^al vvould be truncated ; our thinking was that East Pakistan 
W oııl(l be* the whole of the British province of Bengal with the addition 
ofalmost the whole of Assam) against aggression would be an almost 
impossihle proposition. 


He said that defence, as we knew, involved heavy cost and as 
Pakistan would be a territory vvith a thousand miles of foreign flndian) 
land separating the West from the East wing, the defence requirements 
and, therefore, its budçet, \vould be much more than that of a “one 
piece * country. Beside the cost, Mr. Alexander argued, mobility, 
depth oi defence, logistics and a dozen other problems vvould raise 
jjeir ugly heads and make the responsibility of defence doubly grave. 
rPffi' VaS conv ‘ nce< l> as were his top-ranking advisers, that the cost and 
* culties involved in the defence of Pakistan vvould have a crippling 
e ec t on the ne w State. 


Another argument vvhich he advanced was that it vvould even 
lncr ease the task of the British forces to help defend such a scattered 
P 63 _in case the Commomvealth was involved in a war. On the. ot er 
n > if India remained a vvhole unit, and if the defence of tree n ı 
,/^ed on the existing hasis, \vith a Central comnıan , n , t 
tb ^ ^ Ur den of defence on the people he less per capıta 

defenc ‘ - - - "" 


^ce itself vvould be more efficient. 


ollect vvho, 

Stafford Cripps or Pethick Lavvrence, 1 cannot .^ erit a poor 
v anced the additional argument that ' ve wo “ t pr ogress, and 
>°my to meet the needs of a state « h ' ch f'^J^beîar beh.nd 
t^ ^dustrially and in natural resources, to , 

c re « Of India. ° f the British 

mernbe f sta ted 


brİef ' We 


dnet with respect and replied 
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that we could not accept the view, hovvever considered 
Pakistan would not be a viable State. We were rigL * that 
truncated Pakistan, which we did not envisage at the time. kİ V !* 
in the past nıneteen years that ıt ıs as viable and even n,o P Ven 
than many independent countries which are on the map toT Vİable 
certainly in a better way now than India. We said we had ^ ^ * s 
cotton and were confident that we had other untapped resou^ 
which vvould be adequate to take çare of the nation, if i t 
resolutely and adopted the spartan way of life until our increasin 
resources helped us to loosen otır belts. 

For the bogey of defence too we had an answer. We could not 
accept the theory or the practical advice of His Majesty’s Goverm 
ment’s defence advisers. We quoted instances vvhere even mofe apart 
regions than East and West Pakistan existed and the Povvers whıch 
Avere interested in them helped and defended them if it suited their 
overall interest in war and in peace. One of us remarked that İslam 
meant peace and we intended to live in peace with ali after gaining 
our homeland. And if we were forced to take on a fight we would 
have to do so and defend ourselves vvith ali our resources, physical, 
material and moral. None of us felt that if we got Pakistan in some 
shape or form, giving us independence from both the British and 
the Hindus and vvith the British relinquishing poAver in our sııb- 
continent, Hindu India and the Müslim Pakistan Avould not live as 
good neighbours in complete peace and harmony, each priding 
in the other’s strength, each ready tö lend a helping hand in the 
defence of the other in times of aggression from abroad. Events since 
August 1947 have proven, time and again, how optimistte we were 
in so thinking and how we have be^n plagued \vith India’s constant 
bullying tactics and territorîal ambitions carried out through sheer 
brüte force against ali canons of International law and morality. We 
have had bitter experience of India’s flagrant breach of international 
agreements solemnly entered into as in the case of the U N agreement 
to hold a free and unfettered plebiscite in Kashmir to determine 
the will of the people in regard to accession eithe.- to India or to 
Pakistan Fnrthermore how out-of-date and unjustified the vie« 
of the Cabınet M,ss,on have proven in the context of the present-day 

events does not need eJaboration nr 1 ı, r ; n a V 

, . „ . 1 „ r • expJanatıon as they are glarmg*; 

obvıous to any student of International affairs. 7 

In reply to the statement of Sir StafFord Cripps that we woüW 
’nherıt a poor economy aıtd „o U ld trail India b y aTng distance, the 
ansvver was s.mple: We do not agree with y „ ur ,f oint of v ie*. 

But even presunnng vvhat you foresee vviil be right, W e would rather 
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CABINET MISSION & DIPLOMACY 



m 

, conıp irat ‘ vel ) ,P°° r ' 1n<l lmdcr <leVCİO P ed n «ion free from 
livf İmination ti»» ckc out an < ,' xist, ; llcc “ » subjugated minority 

flü . J.rc riHTP.nS in a rich ann Prnnnmi^lL, -v ,3 _ i m . ' 


«lif" 

«.d" 


|„nıin atlu " . . . , ,- minority 

Lond-class Citızens ın a rich and economically advanccd India 

a» 1 ' " natt d by an overvvhclming majority of Hindus.' ’ Again, subsenuent 
„ts have proven how wrong the British Cabinet Mission. turned 
|. ?1 as we havc, by the grace of Allah, not done badly since 
. Although we have, no doubt, passed through trying and 
mnre than önce mır fA^,r —_ı 


(»Ut 


Partition. Aitnougu wc ımvc, ..u uuuuı, passecı tnrough trying and 
anX ious times more than önce, our economy today, comparatively 
«jpcaking, is sounder than that of India. Finally, the vvorld is now 
Itisfied that Muslims in the so-called secular State of India, except 


satı 


t 1 '- ^ ^ 1 ııivJld ^ CALCpt 

for a few show-boys propped up to deceive the outside vvorld, are no 
more thaıı sccond-class citizens of the country—no better than the 
Harijans and alvvays in feaı* of mortal attack, arson and forcible 


* İ J ' uıvu ^ ,v ) cnov^ıı dllU 

ojectment from their homes and hearths and even from tlıeir country 


These «ere the main points round vvhich the talks of the evening 
helorc, during and after dinner, revolved until we took leave « 
about mıdnıght. We three, knovvn to the British as the voung blood 
ot the Müslim League, did not sit idle. W e had our ansvvers for every 
poınt tney raısed and our ansuers \vere the same as the Qaid had verv 

° n tHe P atf0rm ’ İn s P eeches - ^ informal conversation 
n in his r Sk eSent l tİVe , S ° f thC f ° reİ § n preSS who intervievved him 
hm ast W d ri; * W “ hİnted that We sh -' d appreciate 
Mission kn y d an n ^ emotion in considering them. The 
leâder Th V ^'ı " , wc would inymediately report to our 

mi«ht n K V may 1ave th,JU 8 lt that - in re porting their vievvs, vve 
g perhaps exprcss our agreement vvith some of them and vvould 
- to pcrsuade the Qaid to accept them. 


tion r t' f e ^ a J a of Mahmudabad and I had earned the reputa- 

° aving Mr. Jinnah s ear is more than either of us was ahle to 

thiM C,ate ^^ ose "'orkcd closely vvith the Qaid knevv fuJİ vvell 
te took a little time to arrive at a decision but önce taken, no 
ne > tovvever close, could persuade him to change it. 

As it vvas about midnight, vve did notgo toıo, Aurangzeb Road 
0 disturb the Qaid. But Mahmudabad and I vvere with [ hi ™ c led- 
teakfast the next morning and reportcd in detaıl the c /»air 

,n g s of the previous evening. He vvas seated in his g^een^ cjgarette 
to the fireplace in his study. He smoked cigaı c uttmg u* 

P rarpİv interject.ng ^ a , fure State, he 


— i,.. .... ... nıs SLuoy. * ~ AnC ] not 

a |td g ave us a p at ; eırt hearing, rarely ,nt f r j^ 0 f 0 ur futu re 
sh °n. When 1 talked of the bogey of vıab» > to jj him the ” ‘ T be 

Kv the word ‘ v.able . fhe „»ean.ng 


as ked \vhat they meant by the vvord _. v, not knovv rht 
a hd he replied: “No wonder 
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. Pakistan >VOuJd not be able to live and Drom- 

thovigi t , _ ntiver crossed my mind”; He. ho^İ^ c 


own 

sırn 


sources has d ever crossed ray- mind”.. He, 
n . re ; <arit f- etion appreciated our duel with the giants of th ' ^ » 
5ml e0 ' Q nce he said “VVeU done” and at anothet 

COVenl ?d h. '-Good; t hat was a good reply”. ^ >* 

interjected tnos. 

I İan; t Ali Khaa was having dinner with the' Mission that ni E ht 
Tbe q J meeting the Mission a day (or two) after Liaqat. ' 

Throuehout the Cabinet Mission’s stay in Delhi and Simla, Mah- 
,, , a ° d ] ac ted as liaison officers and reporters of the Qatf. 

\\V Hbr w Wyatt was probably detailed to keep contact with us and 
. “v >. cL, contact -i.h hbn W. f, '».MM 

on »hat -« happening i" ■*« Congre» cantp »d ,l„ 
„ me to leam some of their reactions to the vanoussugpsüom ma de 
bt the Mission. Maybe, he kept back from us vvhat he thought would 
not be‘prudent to teli. Nevertheless, our contact wıth hım was u efu 
and «henVe scooped any worthwhile informatıon, we served h 
and quick to our Chief. : 

Manv a time Woodrow would present arguments in support of 
the Mission’s taJks and suggestions and when the proposals an ere a 
formulated and presented, he Avoııld spend hours in trying to cöû. I 
us that it wouId be a folly to reject or cali for majör amendments. • 
-vyotdd say that the task of the Mission would be insuperable ân 
Congress v.-ouid slip a\vay if we did not co-operate and accept thepro 
posa İs of the three British Ministers Avho had “a vvorld of w 
and understanding for the Muslims. of India. 


i } 




S 


During the.stay of the. Cabinet Mission. in British India, the 
Müslim League Working Committee, except for some days, «as In 
daily session; first in New Delhi and later at Simla. In the course 
of the negotıatıons which were prolonged and the comp'le» 011 ol 
“r r ,| TJ r y l" d some times seriouslv the Qaid-e-A«m 

cûunter-proposals emanated from the A® Com ^^^ Propos Ş 
and, of course, the Cabinet Mission C S 1- ® 35 ’ the Mushm Leagu 

# * sı 

£ long, lâst ali bcpân to t* j 

than the others. Time was passino t * le ^ ission grew more vvear) 
evidently achieved. The Mission wh aSt ^ et Tlot bing tangible " ras 
and v. ere tired of treading the same f We | re anx i°ns to retum hom e 
arguments vvith little change, if anv fr^ \T S r ° Iın d and hearing the 
-ongress, decided to put forvvard their ovv ^ Muslin ‘ l League and the 

n P ro posals on a" ‘take it or 
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w n v, i 


. »» hasis to t he Hindu and Müslim nations of the sub-continent, 
t beir respective political organisations. 

ember the tense atmosphere when the sealed envelope from 
Kt Mission Secretariat \vas handed to the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
the CabmC Tl Q a id read the contents önce and glanced through 
Secretary- and t hereafter the Müslim League Working Com- 

themasecon ^ne ^ e word of the communication was 

'"'Xedw3th çare by the members and the subject-matter of the letter 
was thı*own öpen for dıscussıon. 

The the"opt. S on öf h aceept C inJ «hat 

tSZ tU in «hh:h we 

majör nature could be ma e, o nnsibilitv for the failure of the 

thereby dravving upon ourselves the responsıb 1 y ‘ h 

Mission and with it the conse qU ences wl«ch mıg CO nsidered and 

iSed No^ifica Zn being permitted, nothing could be 
done to help our cause. 

Tust before the final session of the Working Committee tenni- 
nated, it was agreed that the proposal may be accepted ^ h °ugh ı d d 
not p far enough to meet our demands and asp.rat.ons But ,t as leit 
to the President to take the final decisıon. Thts was not the firs 
sion when the brunt of the responsibility « as thro«m on he ^e J 
by his Working Committee. A suitable reply was drafted and s.gned, 
and a short «bile later, the Qaid had dinner and repa.red to bed. 

I saw him the next morning immediately after breakfast^He 
appeared nıore rested and cheeıful. I to ım tıat e .. j 

cheerful than he had at any time during the past few .^ He ^' ain 
"Naturally. I have slept very little dur.ng the last ''' e ^' ” y other , 
«orked incessantly. 1 have tossed ın bed from onc sı r nsjb ;| ity 
thinking and worrying about what vve s ou c ^ have thought 

bas been so heavy that it has taken muc ı ou o • jecision I was 
nıuch in bed and have pıayed for guidance, beca ^ ouf nati on. 

called upon to make would mar or make h J n< j coromnnı- 

No« th a P t the die has been cast and the student after he 

cated to Pethick-Lawrence, 1 feel as caref.ee as 

has finished his last examinatıon P'P'- ag ,j n . He 

The d, y had not yet passed ^ 

was not sure that the decis,on to acc P 


Scanned by CamScanner 





z ıu 


HIm 

serioııa 



Q*"»-e-azam as , Knew 

alternative, rejection, vvould have carried 
appeared that on reconsideration he wouhl Co ^q,„. 
proposal. Bul it \vas too late. The decisi * , hav e n 
communicated. Ali that he could do vvas to h been tak^ ^ 
Working Comnıittee vvould either reject the pronru 1 tl,c 

amendments or put such interpretation on it as n Mİt f »ri'? 
acceptance of it. v ould 


e th, 


>eı r 


The peı iod of suspense was, hovvever, not unhearabl | 'S 
came through that the Congress had not ıınreservedlv a 
Plan. The report of the acceptance vvith reservations by th^C^ ^ 
made the air of Simla more refreshing and bracing for us Musl^ 
The Qaid vvas pleased. The blame vvould novv fail upon the Con 
and the Müslim League vvould be able to extricate itselffroma difficuli 
situation. 


1 shall give a summary of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan and then 
shovv hovv the Congress mauled and sabotaged it vvhile pretending to 
accept it. The Cabinet Mission came forvvard on May 16 , 1946 vvith 
an ingeniously conceived plan for a three-tier Constitution, envisaging 
autonomous Provinces, Groups of such Provinces as vvished to take 
certain subjects in common and a Federal Centre or Union limited to 
three subjects—Defence, Extemal Affairs and Communications. The 
Constituent Assembly vvas to be formed as follows: (a) each province 
vvould be allotted a total number or seats proportionate to its popula- 
tion, roughly in the ratio of one to a million as the nearest substitute 
for representation by adult sutifrage, (b) this provincial allocation of 
seats vvould be divided betvveen the main communities in each pro¬ 
vince in proportion to their population, (c) the representatives allo- 
cated to each community vvould be elected by members of that com- 
munity in the Provincial Assembly. Any question raising a majör 
communal issue in the Union Legislature wo uld require for its decisıon 
a majority of the representatives present and voting of each of the tvvo 
majör communities as vvell as a majority of ali the members present 
and voting. The Constitutions of the Union and Groups vvere to 
have a provision vvhereby any province could, by a majority vote 01 
its Legislature, cali for a reconsideration of the terms of the Constitu- 
tion after an initial peı iod of ten years and at ten-yearly intervals there- 
after. 

The crux of the vvhole Plan from the Müslim point of vievV, 
hovvever, vvas the provision relating to sections of the constitution- 
making body and grouping of Provinces. It was clearly laid dovvn 
that after a preliminary meeting of the constitution-makinç body «t 
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<b ^H>‘^ ators Sts-sion at Delhi Apt i 1 , 1946 l arn sitıin.g in. the second row (lelt \vith Khvvaja Na/iımıchliu) 








We lıave lost the tulness of our character. And what is tha I 
Highest sense ot honour, and the highest sense of intemtv-m„, t*.• r? 

ıncorruptıbıhty, readıness at any time to efiface oneself For the collectiv* 
pood of the nation.” 


Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Müslim 
Legislators’ Convention, Delhi, April 
i ı, i 946. 


Is Brıtaın gomg to decide the destim of Inmdred million Muslinıs? 

o, nobodv can. Thev can obstruct, thev can delav for a liftle vvhile, 
but they cannot stop us from our goal. Let us, therefore, rise at the 
conclusıon ol thıs historic convention f,.II 1 A fıith 

İnsha Allah, we ahali «in. , 10 P e > COura S e a,ld 


Qa i d-e-A zam : Speech at the conclu" 
s ' on the Müslim Lepislators’ Con~ 
'■ention, Delhi, , , April, ,946. 
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, ra ı order of busmess would be decided and a 

[ k , b .heg< ce rs elected, the Provincial represe n tati v « t mı , n 
!ll> er °f 0 three sections A (consisting of Hi n d u . ma ^ u ' <1 
i «P % (consisting of the Punjab N W F P, Muchfi^ 
' îrtr.es)î ^ nf Re.nual and AssanV). Acmı*rl;~„ *... 


|fe(W and Assam >' Acc °r^ng to'para- 


ant 


■Provinces should be free to form Groups with executi ves 

M 1 rv i i 1 H rv 4- *» rı 1.1- TV 


fP hA Uures »d each Group could determine the Provincial 
,„d lc ? ısa taken j n common.’ The sections according to para t 9 
ı#*" < 0 ceed to settle the Provincial constitutions for the 
( v ) woU in cl u ded in each section and shall also decide whether any 
^'"constitution shall be set up lor those Provinces and, if so, with 
!kt Provincial subjects the Groups should deal’ 2 . Pı* ovinces were to 
power to opt out of the Groups in accordance with the provi- 
sions of sub-clause (viii) \vhich were as follows: “As soon as the 
new Constitutional arrangements have come into operation it shall 
be öpen to any Province to elect to conıe out of any Group in which 
ithasbeen placed. Such a decision shall be taken by the new Legislature 
of the Province after the first general election under the nevv Constitu¬ 
tion”. It \vas onlv after the Group and the Provincial Constitutions 
had been settled by the three sections that they would reassemble 
together with representatives of Indian States to settle the Union 
Constitution. 


The meaning of the Provisions relating to sections and grouping 
Was clear and did not lend itself to different interpretations. But 
tbe Congress leaders from Mr. Gandhi dovvnvvard began to twist 
a nd misconstrue the provisions as soon as the Statement vvas out. 
^ r - Gandhi’s comments as reproduced in V. P. Menon’s book 
Transfer of Power in india’ are as follows: “The Cabinet 
•ission’s Statement is not an avvard. The Mission had tried but failed 
to bring the parties together and so they recommended to the country 
u nat i n their opinion \vas worthy of acceptance by it. It was öpen 
!° the Constituent Assembly to vary the proposals, to reject or 
J^prove upon them; othervvise the Constituent Assembly could not 
jT â ^° v ereign body. Thus the Mission had suggested certain subjects 
V'T Union Ceııtre ; the Constituent Assembly could, if they chose, 
to them or reduce them. Similarly it \vas öpen to the Constituent 
ssembly to abolish the distinction of Muslims and non-Muslims 
ich the Mission had felt forced to recognise. As regards grouping, 

1 province could be compelled to belong to a Group against its \vill ’ ’. 

The Congress Working Committee on May 24, 1946, adopted a 

i İ' j' Mcn ° n: The of Potvcr in İndia. 
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resolııtion assertıng that it foıınd “the provision f _ 

inconsistent w itli the freedom promised to the n r ,* ° T İn ^‘al g 
In order to rctain the recommendatory character CeSİnt H?rc s U ^ 
and to nıake the clauses consistent vvith each othe 
rejd P jra g r |'ph 1 5 to nıean that, in the first instanre ^ Ca ^ 
provimes simli make their choice tvhether or not t’ L"î res P«C 
section in tvhich they are placed”.’ The interpretation ° n S * th! 
hy Mr. Gandhi and the Congress Working Commil» PUt for ' v N 
«arıanted and clearly opposed both to the letter and snirit* rT e ^ 
net Mission’s Plan, so much so that the Mission itselffelt ” ^ 
to rebut them by its Statement of May 2 s which clarified ^ 0nstrain ed 
as follotvs: “The interpretation putbythe 
paragtaph ,j of the Statement (of May ,6) to the effectt* 
provınces can in the first instance make the choice avhether or not ! 
be'ong to the section in vvhich they are placed, does not accord wi!h 
tbı Dckgatıons mtentıons. The reasons for the grouping of the 
provınces are well-known and this is an essential feature of the 
Scheme and can only be modified by agreement betvveen the parties. 
The ı-ıght to opt out of the Group after the constitution-making has 
been completed vvill be exercised by the people themselves since at 
the hrst general elections under the neıv provincial constitutions this 
cjuestion of opting out will obviously be a majör issue and ali tlıose 
entitled to vote under the new franchise will be able to take their 
share in a truly democratic decision”. 4 

Notvvithstanding these authoritative explanations, the Congress 
persısted ın its misinterpretations. By its resolution of June 2 s, the 
Congress Workıng Committee reiterated its objections to thelimita- 
tıon of the Central authority and the System of grouping of provinces. 
The Congress President, Abul Kalam Azad, in communicating the 
resolutton to the Viceroy stated that he and his party accepted the 
proposals and vvere prepared to work them vvith a view to achieving 

ome of’thTnro t0 °w„ interpretation of 

some of the pı ov,s,ons of the Statement such as that relating to the 

sz;rkr;Kr B »£,;::: •• “{it 

proclaim to the world that their Mission eıer ’ were anxl ° u 
had succeeded in producing a„ W f n0t a ai, , ure anc | he> 

They resorted to under-hand tactfcs^ t J T°" ,° f pr °u rte 

posture. Sır Stafford Cr.pps persuaded the Congress leaders to accept 
the long-term proposal even wıth their ovvr, 5 ; «- ° . C ° 

grave accusation against the Cabinet Mission vvas mrde’byrte’oaid-e- 

3 V. P. Menon: The Transfer of Power in India. 

4 Ihid. 
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_ eech before the Müslim League Council at Bomba 

Rn in hl5 /, n t his dav it remains unanswered. 

m l8, and 

V cr doubts there might have existed about the Congress’s 
I • de ^ j nte ntions regarding the Mission’s Plan weı*e dispelled 
r eal attİtU eC hes and statements of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after he had 
by d ıe ^P e ^ t ^ e ne wly-elected President of the Congress in July 1946. 
taken° ve ^ re p Uta tion for arrogance and impetuosity, Mr. Nehru 
Bf h t0 d int0 what his admiring biographer Michael Brecher calls ‘one 
]aun , C C ıoSt gerv and provocative statements in his 40 years of public 
1 f Addressing the All-India Congress Committee at Bombay on 
1 İv 7 Mr. Nehru said that so far as he could see, it was not a question 
of the Congress accepting any Plan, long or short. It was mere y 
a auestion of their agreeing to enter the Constituent Assem y an 

L. They »o.ld .» *. 

long as thev thought it was for Indıa s good an t e) 'vou “\v e 

when they thought it was injuring their cause He asserted We 
are not bound by a single thing except that we have decded for the 
moment to go to the Constituent Assembly . Later, at a p 
ference on July .o, Mr. Nehru admitted that the Congress was bound 

by the procedure set down for electıon ölmem ers ° entirely and 
Assembly but he added, “What we do t ere, w WOU ld 

absolutely free to determine”. 5 6 He ope , ıe saı^ ^ ^ op p 0 se it 
be no grouping because some States ın mup^^ confid ence that 
and added: “But 1 can say wıth ev y because Assam will not 

there is going to be finally no grouping Jhusvou will see this 

tolerate it under any circumstances, vv ıa ev * eW does not get 

grouping business, approached from any pomt ol , 

tıs on at ali’’ 7 . Mr 

Dealing \vith the povvers of the P^ P vvould embıace a large 
Nehru said; “Defence and Commun.eatıon Foreign Affairs must 
number of Industries necessary for theıı Şupp |aM) , inev itable tha 
inevitably include foreign trade pohcy. t |ıer than by any s - vste 

^he Union ırıust raise its finances by taxation ™ th “ the Centre must 
ofcontribution or doles from the Prov.n es. Fu^ ^ be 0 • a I 

obviously control currency and credıt, and todea | wit h adnumstra 

authority tosettle inter-provıncıal dıspu 

tive or economic break-dovvns • its‘t» rLlte 

Thus. Ubecameclear as,o how the Congress wcu us 

5 R. C. Mijumdar: History of the Prcedom Mateme 

* Ihid. 

7 Ihid. 

& Ibid. 
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majör i ty’ in the Constituent AssemMy in disregard oi 
and conditions it was supposed to have agreed to M^S», 
bellicose statements were natura!ly regarded as a clear b, 
on the part of the Congress, being an outright repudiation^f 4 la H 
terms and conditions on vvhich the compromise pl an of t [ lhe b *M c 
Mission rested and was supposed to be vvorked by the two • t 

Leonard Mosley in his book The Last Days oj' The Brifo/^ 65, 1 
observes: “it was a compromise plan vvhich obviously co ”jl Ra J 
aftervvards be altered in favour of one side or the other. I n the ci r ^ 
stances, Nehru’s remarks vvere a direct act of sabotage”. AnotT 
British vvriter Penderel Moon in his book Divide and Qu, t ta ^ 
the same vievv: “Gandhi by persuading the Working Committee to 
reject the interim government had knocked dovvn half of it. Nehru 
proceeded to demolish the rest of it”. This vievv of Mr. Nehru’s 
somersault on the question is not confined to public opinion outside 
the Congress circles. The vvell-knovvn Hindu historian R.C. Majum- 
dar in his History oj the Fı eedom Movement in India Volüme III criticises 
Mr. Nehru as follovvs : “Unfortunately, at this critical moment, vvhen 
a peaceful settlement of India’s future was almost vvithin sight it vvas 
upset by some indiscreet utterances of Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru. In 
1937 his outright rejection of Jinnah’s offer of Congress-League 
Coalition Ministry ruined the last chance of Hindu-Muslim settlement. 
His observatıons in 1946 destroyed the last chance—though a remote 
one—cf a free, united India’ ’. 


Kalam' a° ^ r * en< ^ anc ^ co ^ ea gne of Mr. Nehru like Maulana Abul 

said that 7 he\ ab °‘ ,t Wh °ı e 'T lty t0 the Hindu Congress it could be 

fteedom charactlrises Mr.°N h tha,n ^ ^ İn ^ ,n3ia Wins 

events vvhich changed th^ rU S Stan< ^ as <<one of those unfortunate 
Nehru’s statementThat İc™* ^ hİSt01 T”- Referrin g t0 Mf * 
Assembly ‘completely unfetter°^g ress vvould enter the Constituent 
situations as they arise’, and the P ^ a S reeme nts and free to meet ali 
or modıfy the Cabinet Mission’s°T eSS r . e S arcled itselffree to change 
T* 1 USt P ace on record that TavvatT ^ought best, Azad says: 

k. federal. Tk.t .„«U l?'" 1 ,l " 'ke C,„,“ 1^°"" Pl “ “S 
ali other subjects remained * C ? m P uls °ı-y l ist f F° Vernment wou d 
agreed that there would be tlT el’ 6 prov 'ncial SD h lree sub İ ects " h,le 
the provinces tvould be groupe^Tr Sccti »'« v^T R We had furtl,er 

unılaterally by Congress without 1T| atters con’ld ^ C ln wh,ch 
agreemenf'.» »ot,t the consent 0 f° '} d not be changed 

n Tl ; r. . -— ^ ^ Ddrfipc fen fbtti 


*bul Kala.ni A zad; ,„j io Wim 


°tK eı . . 

parties to the 
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1( y the, 




am 

nupport to 




H „a„ioi'' ‘«»'i ,l "- ....l.y th«ı W( ı'', rrom 

hm x\ I'.'" 1 " 1 "' 1 *.... n .on 

dingil m.nul.U»' nol only lo 11»*' < ongre.ss memhers but also the 
Muslin* repiTlifilUtlvrN olorliHİ l*V a Mrp.ırale bloo ol‘ Muslini membcrs 
(( ,l uV r ııothlnjMo «lo whl» iho (jmııp IVom ılıt? very beginning. 
,\l, Nelmı in a letleı (<» H.uili>lo| pnblfshod on September jo, 1946 
>„ml: "11‘villy appırelatr ıb»' forling in Assam in rcganl to (he Sections 
01 th»' j'inupmı» an.l 1 (hlnk (hal mır po,silim» w i 11 safcguard yoıır 
sentinıcni eoinplelely.. .. Onr posltlon is ( Irar that provincial 
AiılnııOim must be mainlaiıu d and a p m vinci* ınıısl decide both about 
jrrouping and its cnvıv eonstitntion. I( is true (hat wc have acccpted 
the Federal CourGs drelsion in ıvgarıl to the interpretation and vve 
must abide l>y that deelslon ol oıırs. Ilnt in no event \ve are going to 
agree to a provİnce like Assam hejng lorced against its vvi 11 to do any- 
thlng’\ 10 Maniana Aza d in his book ta kes a dillerent view and admits: 
“The Cabinet Mission had ludd (hat (he interpretation ol the Leagueon 
this point was rovrect. Mr. Jinnalı argued that it was on the hasis ol 
the distribution ol povvers among the Centre, the Provinccs and the 
C.roups that be had persuaded the League to accept the Plan. Assam 
Congress leaders did not agree and,aller some hesitation, Gandhiji, as I 
havealready said,gavehissııpport totheinterpretationsuggested by the 
leaders from Assam. İn fairness, I have to admit that there was lorce 
inMr. Jinnah’s conteııtion” . n I lovvcver, at the time these attempts to 
sabotage the Plan vvere being made by the Congress leaders, Maulana 
Azatl kept sileni , and in fact he, as President of the Congress, was as 
nıuch party to the mutilation of the Cabinet Mission s Plan as Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. 

İn july 1946, the situation vvas already very tense as a result ofthe 
a linet Mission’s breach of faith in the matter of formation of Interim 
overnment and the Congress*s deliberate attempt at mutilation o t e 
,ss '°n s long-term plan vvhich led to withdrawal ol the Mus ım 
eague s acceptance of the Plan. It vvas further aggravated by anot er 
a< v ’ se d step which the Viccroy vvas direeted to take by Mı. Att ee. 
dJl trn r nt - 22 the Viceroy addressed letters to the Presi 

»s ol the Congress and the Müslim League setting out another 

«' A^ 1 Zu,' C hT "'I thC VİCer ° y Jt - StH NoVember 1946 ‘ 

mn * Irccdom. 
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proposal lor settlng U p ı... . 
amounted - - fc P Int erlı 

of ali 


"'M 


ni'w 


■""!. 7 * %, 


A 1( 


-v up , Ul luterim , ^ 

nted to a surrcnder to ılı,- e tj ° Vw «»iem 
p cdges and assurancrs previ 

he proposal envisaged an Interi,,, r X RİV< ‘" H,e m * r "N 
Müslim League j, minority , v ,„ . " V0| '"»n„ T M«#||ıJ7 <% 

Viceroy), ıı 0 party to obi.v ı , '' m;ı| ives | to I, ' 4 (Cm,,,*8"'. 

and the Congress and Müslim L ' S submlt ‘ed bî'ı| 1İn * 1 ^ 1 
equa.) share^f the ^ ■» 

merely vvelconıe a convention, lKî'°ff •’"‘ l th « vS (l,ul 4 
majör communal issues conld only be d e ci !<n 
the majör parties. The Oaid-e-A/.m , b > the co ns A f ’r’ L tlat 
deviations from the original 

detıımental to Müslim interests and nK • 'ı'" 1 lb ' v ''' c b wcrc * 

Congress. Instead of meeting "ht »PP^fc 

Viceroy merely replied that in view of the LeW, , . )eCti °” s ' *« 
draw us acceptance of the Ioik,-i- „ı... , İ g , . s dccısı °n t 


draw its acceptance of the long-term plan h .T 8 İ"İ’ 5 m^ 0 " t0 ' vi - 
Congress to make proposals for ^nteı m Gnl ^ * İnvite * 
added that if they made a reasonable offe’of a,™ and g^ousl, 
on the Qaid-e-Âzam for a readre S po n °° eo * l,t ' on ^ “«W M, 


Theact,on on the part of the Viceroy vvasvvrong and unjustifiable 

2 c^nîZ ."T aCC ? ted the l0 4-term pla S n and ,he“s 

li the° ! ' ra Se<)Uel C r the Con g ress ’s rejection of the plan, 

here a commıtment to form an Interim Government as repre- 

ntative as poss'bfe of those who had accepted the Statement of May 
i , ıt had been flagrantly broken when the Viceroy had refıısed to 
proceed w.th the formation of the Interim Government according to 
the Cabınet Mıssıon s own proposal of June 16. The procedure that 
the Viceroy was now following in inviting one of the parties to n«ke 
proposals for Interim Government vvas wrong and vvithout sanction 
becaııse the Viceroy’ vvas not a constitutional Governor-General as " 
the selt-governıng Dominions. 


in 


The Interim Government vvas only the Executive Council under 

he Government of Ind.a Act of ,„ 9 and it vvas not responsible to the 

Legıslature. It vvas the Vıcerov s dnf-A/ to f , „ “ . ^ 

Y, . J y s aut y to form the Executive Councu 

and he vvas not ent.tled to pass on the initiative to the leader of one 
pol.tıcal party thus serıously prejudicing the rights and interests of the 
other pol.tıcal elements vvho had an e qu al daim for representation on 
he Councıl. The Viceroy s act,on vvas a breach of the piedges given 
by successıve Brıtısh Governments to the Muslims and an act of 


The President of the Congress, Mr. Nehru, vvrote to the Qaid-e- 
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'*';' The Qaid-e-Azam replied t ha t if the vû^ h°d^ G °—■ . 

»f Kehru » form an Executive Council and had ayr e ad mmİSSİOn " 1 
• and act upon his advıce, he (Qaid-e-Azam) could 
“î'a »sirton. He, hoavever, "as w, lmg to see Mr. Nehru X 
took place at the Qaıd-e-Azam s house at Bombay on AuPust 
BH '- it^nothing came out ot ıt. Mr. Nehru then submitted a Üst of 
G ^ including ‘quisling’ Muslims which vvasaccepted by theViceroy 
n3 j V t he Interim Government vvas to take office on September *. 

|\ one-partv Government was thus installed but Lord Wavel\ 

| 1 j tö conscious of the serious consequences it might lead to. 

TCnıst 24 he broadcast a talk över the Radio in \vhich heregretted 
^"'ohadnot’been possible to secure a coalition, though, as he claimed, 
R nces had been given that the scheme of constitution-makmg 
«ald be «orked in accordance with the procedure la,d dovyn and 
«ided that the Müslim League need have no fear of beıng out-voted 
onanv essential issue. This was not factually correct No assurance 
either by the British Government or the Congress had been given 
,bouı the scheme of constitution-making beıng worked accordıng to 
the procedure laid doıvn, the safeguard relating to decısıons on majör 
communal issues had been discarded and the Congress had offered no 
convention in this behalf. It had included cjuisling us ıms ın 
( Interim Government. 

After making the announcement about the Interim Government, 
the Viceroy flew post-haste to Calcutta to see for himself the aftermat 
of the tragic happenings. What he savv there seemed to convince him 
of the danger of carrying on vvith a one-party Government. On 
tetıım from Calcutta he sent for Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru and 
hnpressed on themthe imperative need for making aclear declaration 
°f Congress vvillingness to abide by the procedure laid down in para- 
S^ph 19 (VIII) of the May 16 Statement, namely provinces could 
^ rc ' s ^ ^ r lght to opt out of their groups only after the new consti- 
elert^ arran £ emen ts had come into operation and the first general 
heaou° nb ^ een ft e fd, so that the vvay might be opened for the 
stitue nt; t0 i COme k İ nt:o t ^ ıe f nte rim Government and also join the Con- 
Sa ddle r e - SSen ^ 7 * ^ ut Congress leaders, no w firmly in the 
âlisine Viceroy’s suggestion. He, hovvever, seemed to be 

^gue’s co-n^ an • more importance of enlisting the Müslim 
>^hichtoor? 0n; - SO invitec ^ tbe Qaid-e-Azam for consulta- 
J" the same timi 5 aCC on September 16 and subsequent days. 

^ Q^-e-Cm^Te U K İ0 . m aUo t0 ° k place betvveen Mr. Nehru 

asıs °f a formula on which the Navvab ot 
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Bhop.il had obtained Mr. Gandhi’s signature, nanıelv 
,|ocs not challengc and accepts that the M U sli m Lea ' h( ' Co hg 
aııthoritative, representative organisation of a„ i. «C 

ıııajority of the Muslims of Indıa As such and in accorda 
democratic principles, they alone have today an unque st i 0 J? w| »> 
to represent the Muslims of Indıa. But the Congress cann ' e ri g l H 
to any restrictions or limitations being put upon the Congress tıû?** 
such representatives as they think proper from amoııgst the nj v,° S ' 
of the Congress as their representatives’’. 12 Mr. Nehru in the £ 
of the ııegotiations expressed disapproval of the formula and souA 
to add a proviso that “for identical reasons the League recognises the 
Congress as the authoritative organisation representing ali non . 

a I I» _ ^ Jl r... /-lU \ 4 1 . fi 1 İ C« C t’hrAMT» 1 n fnûl f ...î 4.L A 1 




■l 1 


A ^ UUll» 

Muslims and such Muslims as have throvvn in their lot \vith the Con- 
” 13 Hovvever, the Qaid formulated a number of points for 


gress 


v ^ |-* ^ ı 

discussion but Mr. Nehru’s reactions to them ıvere unfavourable. 


On the other hand, the Viceroy’s response to the Qaid’s demand 
vas more accommodating. He made the following commitments: 




t/y 


1 1 .0 


it* 1 

f/: 

İ/İ 


Responsibility for selection of Scheduled Caste representative was 
his; each party must be equally free to nominate its o\vn representa¬ 
tives; it was impossible to decide majör matters of policy if one of the 
main parties vvere strongly against a course of action proposed and a 
Coalition Government either works by a process of mutual adjust- 
ments or does not vvork at ali; he vvould arrange for a Muslini Leagur 
member to preside över the Cabinet in the absence of the Governor- 
General and the Vice-President and also nominate a Muslini League 
member as Vice-Chairman of the Co-ordination Conınıittee of the 

Cabinet; both part.es would be consulted before fillina a vacancy 
ın the seats of minorities- suhierf ^ • ucıure nıııng j 

a share in the majör port’folios tL re P r «entatives hav.ng 

the important poitfoUos between th T d ^ equal distributlon ° 

he League and the Congress. 


the League Workinp (T 1 

October 13 declared that th^up ^ 1 ^-j ^ * ts res °lution passed on 
scheme of formation of the I JLl o not a PP l * ov e of the basis and 

according to the Viceroy’s clecision ,u° Vernment ’ iü felt that since, 

members İn the interest of the ^ 3 "g ht to nominate five 

»ould be fatal to leave the entu e £ "7?^ ofher comnıunities it 

tte^^ in the hands 

broadeast of Aueest th <= Mu S | im u i ' to nominate 

--- nugust H and his letters ^ "i, ms of the Viceroy’s 


JamiUud-Din Ahmad: Spccchcs and WrM 
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•3 Ibid. 
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the Cong"»!':T^?" C Î !“î“ < 1 , İn :?. a c m T ber «f th,-ı 


,u (,ong«^ ,. f , °.—"ucr ot their 

>h* r nuota, the Musl.m League used ıts freedom of choice 
tnice'" -A, nuota a represeııtatıve of thc Scheduled Caste of 



w “ V H OJ | 

Scheduled Caste ol 
the Müslim League. Sc 


>me 


> tte i" i« qn° M 3 

to n”", had been co-operatmg wıth „ - _ 

fl ,. n g.ıl wh ° , \Vorking Committee trıed to persuade the Qaid to 
|t( erab crs 0 . Gov ermrıent but he firmly declined, for he saicl he had 
i „thelnt er| n'| de tQ do his wor k, namely carry on the struggle for 
to rtn>a'n ° u ^ most difficult and decisive stage. The follovving 
pastan <l "' ', s ,-epresentativesinthe Interim Government: (i. Mr. 
AU e Khan-Finance, ( 2 . Mr. I. I. aundrigar-Cornmerce; 


. A i Khan—nıitiu^^j ***■ • o /*. 

KZ Abdur Rab Nishtar—Communications, ( 4 Mr Ghazanfar 
(3. SanW lf T _ nu^-L Mandal—l.aw. The 


y 


ili ^han-Health, (5. Mr. jogendra Nath Mandal Lavv. The 
I exhibited its petty-mindedness in the matter of re-allocatıon 

fc.İ Th, V,İ4 .«,<1 O., of rt,. porfoli... Ex«™l 

Affairs, Defence or Home, to be given to the League 
Congress vvould not agree. Finally, it consented to the allocatıon o 
Finance to the League perhaps in the belief that the League vvou c no 
be able to handle this subject. But it was to be disillusioned ın e 
matter in the following months. 

The League’s entry into the Interim Government, when the odds 
vvere against us, vvas a strategic triumph. The Qaid succeeded in 
putting the League into the Interim Government in its own right and 
without any commitment to join the Constituent Assembly in the 
way the Congress vvanted it to join. The procedure originally follovved 
by the Viceroy in commissioning one party to form the Government 
stood reversed. The League entered the Interim Government as a 
matter of right and not as a matter of grace and concession from the 
Congress. It did so as a separate and independent bloc vvithout 
recognising Mr. Nehru’s leadership of the so-called Cabinet. Mr. 
Nehru had been trying to build the myth of a Cabinet vvith himse 
as defacto Prime MÎnister. The myth was no more. The reconstituted 
Government vvas the Executive Council under the Government o 
ln dia Act of 1 9 1 9. The League vvas certainly not opposed to the tran ^ er 
more povver to Indian hands. But if the position claimed by 
Ne hru for himself and the Interim Government were recognised, ı 
Nv °old have meant pre-judging the constitutional issue in a , 
a y°urable to Congress designs, namely a unitary Governmen ° n< j u 
"bole of lndia responsible to ’a legislature dominated by the Hm u 
^ a İority. The League had to guard against thıs dange , 
b ave militated against the principle ol Pakistan. 

The Qaid-e-Azam told us th^ he ^ ^^ C es and the League’s 
c °ncession from the Viceroy ın difficult cııcı 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


representatives were going in as Vatch-dogs’ of Müslim im Ji 
Their fuııction was to safeguard vital Muslini interests and ^ 
the Congress from manipulating things in such a way as to thwarrlS 
establishment of Pakistan. When the horizon appeared dark tk 
Qaid a S ain rose to heights of statesmanship and diplomacy and te 
gamed the mitiative tvhich paved the way for Pakistan’s emereenceas 
a soveragn state. He saved the whole of India from disastef which 

the Centre ^ ^ ** formatİon of a one-party Government at 
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LASI HOPE Ol A UNITED 1 NDIA 


HffiHggP - | * \ 

. of the Cabinot Mission’s Plan with reservatioııs 
1 '^Îone interpretatlons by the Mineli. Congres» vvas tanta- 
t0 U efectlon becausc the Plan, as prcMBted to the mam pol.- 
“Tnllsonndia made it clear Hut it ha.l to be accepted in toto and 
İt reservation. The League’s acceptance »I the Plan vvas lorth- 
£ vvas an honest attempt by the Qaid to arrlvc at an am.cable 
and p'eaceful settlement with the Congress without sacr.hc.ng essen- 
iiıl Müslim interests. İn accepting the Plan the League vvas actuated 

by the follovving consideralioiıs: (ı) I he Muslini majority ın sı^ctıons 

Band C comprising si» undivided proviııces CüUİtl Irame both Provın- 
cial and Group constitutions w itli regard to ali l>ut three subjects anc 
the framiug of these constitutions vvas to prccede thaü of the Union 
Constitution; (2.) The> provisioıı relating to majör communal issues 
could be used :to safeguard Muslini İnterests in the Union Assembly 
and prevent the Union Ccntre. İroni eııc roaclıing upon the autonomy 
of the Provinces and the Groups; (3) The Muslini majority in seetions 
Band Chvvoûld be in.a position to negotiate with the Hindu majority 
in seetion A to ensure safeguards lon minorities on reciprocal hasis; 

(4) The vvhole constitution vvould he öpen to revision ot the end o ten 
years and at ten yearly intervals vvhich meant, by implication, that t e 
Provinces and Groups vvould lıave treedonı to opt out ol the Union. 

^ . I 0 t ' ‘ * *'• » 1 ' ’ * 

_ The Cabinet Mission had apparçntly turned dovvn the demaııd for 
akıştan, vvhich had çaused jubilation in the Congress canip. ıs . 1 ^ 
^ident from the'follovving remarks ol .Mr. Nehrvı s paper the Notiona 
erald:* ‘‘Pakistan, the Pakistan of Mr. Jinnah s conception, receiv 
J s ^te burial in the document suhmitted by the Cabinet Mission. And 
e& t there slaould be any doubt about its demişe 01 aııy , 

possibility of its resurreetion, it is emphatically announcec ^ 

a inet Mission’ s sentence of death on Mr. Jinnah s Pa '' sfa ^.^ min( j e( jl 

tained the approval of the British Government . The pe y 

e P r oduced in Dr. I. I I. Qureshi’s The Struyule for Pakistan. 
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QA,D ' E ‘ AZAM A* I KKE\y Him ^ 

ncss implicit in tlıese remarks needs no co 

forgot that it was not for any earthly The Co ngrra 

of death on a peoplc’s genuine urge for frordl pr °!'° ur >ce s ‘ 

demand for Pakistan had really been buricd b 

Plan, the Congress slıould Kave proceeded to accent C " et Missi'V 

and not mutilate it by mis-interpretation. an(l w ork th e pj a * 

During the protracted negotiations betvveen the Cahi 
the Congress and the Müslim League it had becomedcT 
representatives of the Labour Government in Fnpland wc ** , at the 
biased in favour of the Congress and the Hindus* They were an^ 
to appease the Congress even at the cost of the interests of the Muslî^ 
and the minorities. Bearing this difficulty in mind, the Qaid-e-AzâîT 
by skilful negotiations, had extracted the maximum amount of conces’ 
sions from the Cabinet Mission. If the League rejected outright the 
compromise plan evolved by the Mission, it \vould have put itself out 
of court and there was every likelihood of the British Government 
transferring ali po\ver to the Congress, leaving the Muslims to their 
fate. It \vould not have been wise on the part of the League to take 
upon itself the onus of responsibility for vvrecking the plan and thereby 
losing vvhatever sympathy there vvas for its case in London. The League, 
therefore, made a tactical move in accepting the plan, thus putting 
both the Cabinet Mission and the Congress in a position from \vhich 
they \vould find it difficult to vvriggle out. 

The Cabinet Mission could not novv go back on the temas they 
had themselves laid down. The Congress \vas takcn by surprise as it 
thought the League vvould reject the plan and then it vvould be plain 
sailing for it. 


Apparently the Cabinet Mission did not concede sovereign 
Pakistan \vhich pleased the Congress circles. But the Foundation and 
germs of Pakistan vvere implicit in the plan. The Congress pleasure 
was short-lived and, on realising its implications, they began to m*' 
interpret and twist the terms of the plan, particularly the grouping o‘ 
the provinces. The Congress stand was unjuslified and the onus o 
responsibility for the failure of the Plan thus fell on the Congress as 
the British Government’s statement of December 6 1946, "clearly 

shovved. The League lost nothing. The Congress by its ovvn intran* 
sigence created a s.tuation vvhich forced even Mr ^Attlec’s Govenı* 
ment to concede outright partition and Pakistan ar a later stage. 


it speaks volumes for the Qaid-e-Azam’s statesmanship and persua- 
sıve pouers and the trust reposed in his sagacity and inteoritN bv the 

to* ■ * 
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lasT h oPH OF a UNITED İN Dİ A 

lS a ble to persuade the nation’s representatives 
K^ tbe :" 0 accept the Plan, even though it outwar<lly 
U ‘r L% e Co l,nCl of t j ıe j c ] e a of a separate sovereign Pakistan tor 

>£ 0 h r a f^ ,fi g |lting for seven years ' 

J/ ^j e p orc | p e thick-Lawrence, leader ol the Cabinet 

t İven the vene1 ^ Con s sympathies vvcre well-known, had to 

«ion, T h0 ‘<the°substantial and vital concessions” made by the 
jckn o>vledg e 1 he interest 0 f peaceful settlement, and he paıd a 
Müslim , Azam * s “courage and statesmanship’ ’ in obtaining 

tribute to 11*- a a l for the Mission’s Plan. The British wrıter 
^RUrahv a member of the Cabinet Mission’s staff, in his 
î'L' ni Tfans/ff of fower in Iniia, rnakes the lollovvıng appre- 
• matks “İn spite ol' Jinnab’s insistence that the League s 
İ-io,, W as that of the full Council, it was naturally and correctly 
fced as mainly his work. As at Simla the prevıoııs month he 
had sho\vn himself capable of taking a posıtıve and constructıve hnc 
thusconfounding the critics vvho alleged that he ınvarıably negatıved 
every proposal which fell far short of his vision of an undefined and 
impractical Pakistan, thereby exercising a veto on ali constıtutıona 
[ «ivance. As al Simla too, he had contrived to m ak e a concession 
vfithout departing in any way İroni the basic principles ol his Paıty 

I shall no\v deal vvith the short-ternı proposal relating to the 
setting up of an lnterim Government put lorvvard by the Cabinet 
Mission on June 16. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell, had definitely given 
jj* Qaid-e-Azam to understand that an lnterim Government vvou 
tformed by reconstituting the Executive Council under the existing 
f°nstitution so as to consist ol hve Congress representatives, h'e 
, Us J lrrı League representatives, one Sikli and one lndian Christian oı 
r 0 dndian and that the important portfolios vvould be equa ) 
r c ' . e< ^ ketweeıı the League and the Congress. This v\'as an important 
nsiderati on . which led the League Council to accept the long-term 
çjpj 1 Ma y 16. As the Congress opposed this proposal, the Viccıoy 
Q a -1 P e d it and even denied having given any assurance about it to the 
W The Viceroy next suggested a Council ol thirteen 
^usli et " S S ' X ^ on g ress including a Scheduled Caste membeı, hve 
LorJ n \ ^~ ea £ Ue an d hvo representatives of minorities. Again, tıc 
Phce | tU * ne< ^ ^ down although the Qaid-e-Azanı \vas vvil ing to 
Vi ‘t :>e [ 0re his Workiııg Comnıittee. Finally on June l6 > lK 
o\v n ^ aı ^ c '■kc Cabinet Mission issued a statement setting oııt t at 11 
the formation of an lnterim Government. U 
(,n ^lıirU C / xecut îve Council of fourteen members six Cong^ s 
n g Scheduled Caste members), hve Muslini League, one Sık ı. 
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, Indian Christian anıl oııe Parsi. The names chos 


werc mentioned. 1 The most important part ofX* by 4 


e Vi Ce 

ivas paragraph 8 which stated that “in the event'öf 

parties or either of (hem proving unvvilling to join in the s et T° 

a Coalitioıı Government on the above lines, it is the intentio pof 

Viceroy to proceed \vith the formation of an Interim Gove ° f thc 

rjtich will be as representative as possible of tlıose willi n - mm ' nt 

“ 2 


i£f> 

W,V tV 1 , 

lif: i ait ' 1 


AV 


the statement ol May 16 


) ) 


y g to 


ac cept 


İn reply to the Qaid-e-Azam’s query the Viceroy furnished 
number ol' important clarifications—no change of principle i n ^ 
composition of the Council would be made nor would the number of 
14 be changed vvithout the coıısent of the majör parties; i n fillingany 
vacancy among the representatives of minoıities, the two main parties 
vvould be consulted; the proportion of members community-wise 
would not be varied vvitbout the agreement of the two parties; and 
finally, no decision on a majör communal issue could be taken in the 
Interim Government, if the majority of either of the parties were 
opposed to it. In another commıınication dated June 22 the Viceroy 
informed the Qaid-e-Azam that there vvas a strong leeling in the 
Congress circles that a Muslini of their choice should be included 
among the representatives of the Congress but it vvould not be possible 
for him or the Cabinet Mission to accept such a request. 3 The Viceroy 
had also communicated to the Qaid-e-Azam on June 4 the follovving 
assurance: “I can give you on behalf of the Cabinet Delegation my 
personal assurance that we do not propose to make any discriminatıon 
in the treatment of either party, and that we shall go ahead \vith the 
Plan as laid down in the Statement so far as circumstances pernıit ıf 
either party accepts but we hope that both parties w ili accept - 4 


The Congress again rejected the proposal for the formation of 
tıe oteı im Government. İt may be mentioned that the main reason 
.. C -f/T r , < £ ctiorı was the insistence of the so-called 
18 , b f Cked ^ Mr - Candhi to have a seat in the 
had no fod'ıTin^anTno° rf!!T ’ H ' as . clear *<> everybody that they 


M. A. Jinnah, Liaqnt AH Khan, Mohamr,, ı . 


3 ibid. lndi «. 

4 Quotcd iu Khalid Bin Sayeed’s Pakistan~ıh c 


Form at i 


Vc Phasc , 




1 ■ V 
V! 




V 


4 


I# 


/ e Of 

1 

V*' 




ing the intervievv there was no 


0 veî 


ıps 

U arû , 

term p 1 

|eıop t 
«.t. R efe 

al dishonc 
tıogler of' 
faander, 
k Missioı 
^lid-e-Azî 
W s re: 
fftvious 


bun 


V 


l^dtn 

H a 
Sh 
Nc 


Congress Working Confmiu^c'T^*- VC ca P acit y "'hatsoever. The 
Viceroy byabout noon on lun,- ® clsl °n was communicated to th 
Mission saw the Qaid-e-Azam ^^ n ) me< d* ate ly after this. the Cabine 
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v AST HOPE of A UNITED INDIA 


kf. Leacaıe w as time-barred in accepting the nrrm i 

*'» f:'| bten «İKdrav™. Sir Stafford Cripps made a sS^f 
interpretation on para 8. He said that what the 
■I Mi«k>n l «>3 intended "‘ 1S that an y p arty could join the 


' , MİSSİO" . J T _ J JV,U üne 

; oW mment even ıt ıt accepted the Interim Government 
h ’ r< ' nl | oııİY- This waS clearl > r a nıisinterpretation of para 8. The 


r . 


vl 1 


• Kİ 


X» ol 


i, 


ö3 QDai İbüp 


*31 

«3fV? 


s ı 


r r Mr’istin^ of the long-term proposal and the short-term proposal 
1 “a whole and could be accepted and rejected in toto', The 
t'! immediately contradicted Sir Stafford Cripps and pointed out 
aaording to paragraph 8 and the assurances given by the Viceroy, 
l ^l 0îime or any majör party \vhich accepts the long-term and the 
vrt-tenn proposals was entitled to be included in the Interim Gov¬ 
ernment. 1 >\as told that at his last meeting \vith the Cabinet Mission 
ur j,er hot Avords Avere exchanged between the Qaid and Sir Stafford 
Cripps över the latter’s questionable interpretation. The explanation 
pui tonvard by him was that since both parties having accepted the 
L g-term plan \vere qualified to join tne Interim Government a fresh 
jttempt would be made by the Viceroy to form the Interim Govern- 

*t*C3(bc: İr “® t - ^ errill g to this, the Qaid later remarked: “A fantastic 
aıd dishonest interpretation was put on the clause by that ingenious 
iuggler of \vords, Cripps, and he debased his legal talents”. 5 Mr. 
y&ander, another member of the Delegation, intervened to sav that 
tae .Mission had not arrived at any decision and vvanted to know the 
views. He also called the next moming at Qaid-e- 
t «am s residence, ıo, Aurangzeb Road, and expressed regret över the 
pıerious day’s unhappy discussions. 
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Ihnmediately after the Qaid’s intervievv vvith the Mission, the 
{ C ^ e ^ °rking Committee passed a resolution agreeing to join the 
^°'ernment on the hasis ot the June 16 statement. Now 
of i f S ^ ua ^* on had arisen vvhich called for action in terms of para 8 
llÖıe 6 f C l6 Statement - P^ ain meaning of the para was that if 
4^0 r ° ^ wo ma j or parties—the Congress and the Müslim 

Yi C ç ' as unw iHing to join the proposed Interim Government, the 
tt 0tl f 0u ^ P r °ceed to form the Government vvith the co-opera- 
ıtat ern tle < ? t ^ >er n^ajor partv and such other parties as accepted the 
Put a 7 ° Ma y l6> As already pointed out, Sir Stafford Cripps 
^ >tr *iatf ar y lantastic construction on para 8 in order to evade 
a/T °Ç tHe ^ n ^ er * m Government. Even a British paper like the 
0f) theh- 0 ° , NCW re g rett ed that the Mission had göne back 

Ulay (j 0 ' r -| r ds and, in an outspoken editorial, observed : 4 ‘Politicians 

S ° but lt ıs not the business of statesmen to eat theır words. 


Te'vP? 


in Ahmad. Specchss and Writings of Mr, Jinnah. 
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Tlıey should not risk bold, sueeping, uııeq U ivocal u. 

ımle.ss thev mean t hem and ran Kp .. publi Cll ^ 


j r s> lc 4uivoca.l n kİ* 

unless they mean them and can be relied U pon t of \ Unde ^i 
was so emphatically considered needful and p rope ° u ^ tb em. 
vvell, within ten days, have radıcally transformed °£ s ^ ^ 
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" hat was tlıe position ? The Congress had not 

—t,- P lan in accordance rvith the explanati 0 n an/T 1 ^ the 

given by the Mission itself. It had definitelv rejected the s^ 0 " 
proposal. The Vıceroy vvas thııs ıınder no obligation to ind d * m 
Congress in the proposed inlerim Government. On the other h ^ 
it was clearly the Viceroy’s duty to proceed with the formation of* 1 
inlerim Government even if the Congress refused to come i n Th 
qualıfyıng words “as representative as possible” in para 8 showed 
that the possibility of one of the parties remaining out had been 
vısualısed. Later, the Viceroy did, in fact, form the Interim Govern¬ 
ment with only one majör party—the Congress—although it had not 
accepted the long-term plan as clarified by the Cabinet Mission. Thus 
a bıeach of faith vvas committed vvhich vvas, to say the least, unworthy 
ol responsible statesmen charged vvith the task of transferring power 

to the main elements of the Indian body-politic in a fair and just 
m anne r. 


- ’â 


i 

s 


i* 
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Asi have pointed out before, the speeches and statements ot the 
ongress President and other Congress leaders created a situation 
ich vvrecked ali the efforts that had been made to bring abcut an 
crnica e settlement of the constitutional problems of the sub-continent. 
. a ^ e Qaid-e-Azam could not remain silent. He took up 
Parliame 2 ^ CU , en Ş e - The speeches of the British spokesmen m 

ll” h T^;;rr° r nv,ndn g- The >-™ «o* &*** 

tions and used its ‘h r t c °ngress persısted ın its mısınterpıeta 

undermine the basic term^T^ ? ^ Constituent Assembly *° 
Plan. and conditions of the Cabinet Mission s 


Qaid-e-Azam, therefore ıı , 

" aitt 1 ee and > ^ the same time t m * meetin § of the Working Com- 
Mushm League Council at Bn’n ı C ^ an extr? -°rdinarv meeting ot the 

s< eSS ı^ 108 Were denounced » declar-n-H 27 ’» 28 ’ 29 ’ x 94 6 - ^ong' 

stood by o ur acceptance of the r L , ttlon Was made that vve no long er 

ol pı-otest against the British Go Ve ‘ net Mission ’s Plan and as a mark 

mu C ° n § ress ’ !t -as res2 e dT tS P atent partiality tovvards 

rıtısh tıtles and honours. The L cı at Mlıslims should renounce 

S Council also declared that 

6 ian . « ı. 


Stephens: Pakistan 
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Kü f * >r th ° M r'İ m TT C " T* n tü >,i,ect »ction to 

^ t Tr..W'»> » nd direcU ; d ,W Work "'g Committe» to prtptn „ 
* A 0 İ dircct Action. 


avh^ 

r* n,n ’ c 


ini 


i giveı bclo» t he actuil resolutloı» Hut w as put to vole and carried 
. ^thusiastie seenes. Needtess to State that it vvas vvlıat tlıe Qaid 

bJ m** and WMlted; 

"\Vhereas the Coumil of tlu* Ali -india Müslim League has resolved 
torcject the proposals cmbodied in the st.Uement ol the Cabinet Delegation 
and the V içer oy dated ibth May ı ^+(-> tine to the intraıısigence of the Congress 
on the one hami, aml the bre,ıclı of failli ıvitlı the Muslims by the British 


un ıu*? ’ j 

Government on the other; aml ıvhereas Müslim İndia has exhausted without 
success ali eft'orts to timi a peaceful solution of the Indian problem hy compro- 
mise and constitutional means; aml ıvhereas the Congress is bent upon 
settinsi up Caste-Hindu raj in İmlia ıvitlı the connivance ol the British; 
and ıvhereas recent events lıave shoıvn that povver politics and not justice 
and fair play aıe the deciding factors in Indian affairs; and ıvhereas it has 
become abundantly clear that the Muslims ol İndia ıvould not rest contented 
ıvith anvthing less than the immediate establishnıent of an independent 
and fullv sovereign State of Pakistan and ıvould resist any attempt to impose 
anv constitution-making machinery oı any constitution, long-term or 
short-term, or the settlng up ol an lnterim Government at the centre ııithout 
the approval and consent ot the Muslini League; the Council of tlıe Al 
india Müslim League is convinced that noıv tlıe time has conıe lor the Muslini 
nation to resort to direct action to achieve Pakistan, to asseıt their ju:t 
rights, to vindicate their honour and to get rid ol the pıesent Britis ı s aıery 
and the contenıplated future Caste-Hindu donıination. 


“This Council calls upon the Muslini nation to stan as °^ e 1 w jj nî 
their sole representative and authoritative organisation, t ıe - 1 
League, and to be ready for every sacrifice. 


This Council directs the Working enunciated above 

a programme ol direct action to carry o ı Jt r» be launched as 

«d ,o orgamse the Muslims for the Corning struggle to 

ar Kİ when necessary. 

, f ,U ~İr deeo resentment of the 

“As a protest against and ın tokea o _ Muslims to renounce 

attitude of the British, this Council cal s upt Government . 

forthıvith tlıe titles conferred upon them ~>y r 1 Qaid 

When the “Direct Action’’ Day resolutıon P 
St ° 0d U P spoke as follovvs: ct in 0 ur history. 

W hat we have done today is the m ° st ^ League a ° ne , j"; 1 But 



M 


ever have 


— ‘>avc We in uıv- »•*-- J by w- 

CXce pt bv constitutional metho > s aı ^ oS iti°n 
n °'v w e are obliged and forced i n ^°,, 


; done today ıs tne ın- ^ Lea gue don , ism . But 

the whole hıstorv^ ^ ""^Thîs V ” e bitI 


; dic UUUged aııcı- 

,?°odbye to constitutional metho s 
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He went on to say: “Throughout the f ate p , 
the Cabiııet Delegation and the Viceroy, the oth ne S öti aU 0lls 
British and the Congress, heldapistoli„ th ei r C r ^ 0 P^^ 
rity and arms and the other of mass stru^gle and \ ° ne of ,^ e 
Today we have also forged a pistol and are i n a n n ° n Co "°Perati ' 
Th ünde ring applause of those assembJed greeted this ^ t0 llSe 
declaration as they had not heard their leader speak a ‘^ bold 

before. ‘ n t lls str ai n eveı< 


We could well appreciate his anger, disgust and fr us t 
had done ali that was in his power to arrive at an honour pı^ 0n ‘ 
ment—a settlement vvhich gave to the Muslims an honourabl 6 
under the sun and, at the same time, preserved some kin/«f 0Sllfol1 
of the sub-continent. But to no eflfect. Congress was i n no nZT 
mood to share povver in the sub-continent. Its arrogance was nar °[ 
and ıt was this arrogance which eventually brought about the partitbn 

W Ind İj\ At fllSt ’ m . Utter dİS § USt ’ the Con § ress ^aders Uke P^tel and 
! " N , et ; ru ’ we , re pPP)' t0 "d tlıemselves of the Müslim nuisance 

the C.n' d n0t , ta j e ° n , g bef ° ,e remorse se t ^ on the realisation that 
ngress had, ın haste, committed a grave error. As a result 

year in the " "* ^ WaSSed a " d embİrassed each da of t e 
US b ek a 17 X 7 th î. PakİStan wil1 »P ar) d India will take 

Creator j 7 d ° 6S h ‘ S f ‘ Tİn 2 son ' Non etheless, thanks to our 

«aU^'77^7 be X bUt a ' 5 ° “ P"»» Arf 

started on September 6, , s6î ) da) ' S ’ T ( " hiCh 

the \vorld ample Droof if 7 r d orced u P on us has gıven 

determination to hve as 7°° W6re necessar }'- ° f our mettle and 

Ue as a sovereign nation. 


The day fixed for Direct Ar ri 

e scene \vhen each one of thp ?^| U *Î S / ) L1 § ust 16, 1946. I remenıber 
meeting walked up to the dais * j ° ^ ers P rese nt at the Council 
amıdst loud cheeıs and vociferousT 4 announce d his renouncement 
humorous scene vvhen Si,- S M d 3 l 2 P T ia « 0 “- • a «so remember the 

î.“« »î tr , ch,rf •> 

o( his right hand. gU ' 11S and found a re^tin^T^^ î* 

î»rıng piace m the palm 

The r 


The observations of a 

Muslini League^Council are deCİSİOns Weekl 7 paper of 

f USİİ n> heague S,” ^?»ky : ^ ol the 

lst "' eck s cataclvsmic n-,.,„r'- V "' 8 th e lea,L,...ı° rst ene mies of the 


hl n :x^' ■•Th^ b ^ «ssion of the 

ast week ’ s catac,ysmic o? d r d ° i p t of ne M n : ie ji°n f „:ir 

16 L eague f rom thc 
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K cker 0 f the Müslim Nawabs, Noons and Knights into a 

A( .. t İon ar y rA< j ııaSS organisation dedicated, by word if not by deed, to 
' e^^^iaUst struggle, cömpels us to express the sneaking nalonal 
^aiıti-W c l! |oinat and strategist of Jinnah’s proven calibre were at 
* ish[ t ^ at a j- e lndian National Congress. There is no denying the 
ı • lıiest mıster-stroke of diplomacy Jinnah outbid, out- 
fact ** b | 'ut-manoeuvred the British and the Congress alike and 
ffitted a ‘ ld \°lç ’common national indictment that the Müslim League 
c > u - te 0 f British İmperialism”. 7 

ı s a 1 

1 pımıe’s strone reaction to their perfidious attitude 

Tl - m rZ^ZlL out of their complacency. They had 

Aook the S Uties and reS ourcefulness of the Qaıd-e-Azam s 

underrare J jj ‘ of the Müslim nation for which they had to 

leadeıshıp and g Kin that their objectıon was not to 

pay. They notv began to exP am> «rat J foıced upon , pro- 

the principlc ol groupmg bu g P * . the term 'sovereign 

»ince placed iti the same sectıon n Assembly was unfettered by 

thev did not mean that the Constı u d y isions by a majority 

anv conditions and vvould be free to ıts dec ^ ^ 

vote but that it would not be subject h # dilemnıa created 

gress Working Committee whıch vvas rac attempt, 

by its o\vn President’s utterances m** * * and pose as if it 
through vague v erbosity, to explain away -n [ ^ res 0 l u tion stated, 
had met the Müslim League s ° ^ ‘° f a U the proposals contamed 
inter alia, that while thev did not a PP^ , ^ sc heme in its entırety. 
in the Statement of May ı h, they ac< j e P tke acc eptaııce by assertmg 

But the resolution immedıately qua ı incoıısistencıes contaıne 

that they interpreted it “so as to resolve^ ^ down 

in it and fiil the omissions ın accoı al nrovinc i a l autonomy ı s a m 
in the Statement They ho t ^ e f igh t to decide whct er 
pruvision and each provınce has i nter pretation w »* 1 ss 

or join a group or not. Questıons ofmt^ ^jhe Congr 

H the pıocedure laıd down m the < aCC ordingly • 

Nv »U advise its representatives to u re solu- 

Shorn of its verbiage and ° ri g inal,y 

u °n was merely a reiteratıon o c ^ atemen t dated A ^ L the Cong resS ‘ 
Long ress ^ The Qaid.-e-Azam "a a ‘ b | ene ss put up • so)ve any ın " 
thoroughly exposed the^shovv o re^. jn acC ordance 

^ pointed out that the Congt OL1 ah that v Vi 
e onsisuency and hh any omission a & 



^ (p R. ————— pfçcdorn i 

/V’ / I T Quoted in Abdul Wahid Khan’s lndia ” ni Jj(j . 

1 8 v - p - Menon: Tbc Tran,fer of 

//, ^ A, 


,he Otbcr Side. 
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with the principle laid do\vn in the Statement:. The r 
tinued to hold that every province had the right to decid ^ S 
form or join a group or not and that questions of interpret • ^ İ 
be decided by the procedure laid dovvn in the Statenıem-' 0 ' 1 ,"' 0 ^ 
Qaid-e-Azam pointed out that no such procedure was laid d T|,e 
interpreting the Statement or any clause thereof except the^” f ° r 
majority’. As for the Congress reference to ‘internal 
the Qaid-e-Azam posed the question as to what were these h'° nS ' 
tioııs vvhich could not be overruled by a sövere i un Cnnui!™ 11 '' 

ıı -i i ^ ı -r ı . . © ^ ua:s ntuent 

Assembly and what was the remedy it any decısıons were taken b 
the Assembly which were repugnant, ultra vires , or incompetenl Jf 
the Assembly to adopt. The Qaid-e-Azam concluded that the situa- 
tion remained as it \vas and they \vere vvhere they were. The Cong¬ 
ress had yet to realise that the blunder they had committed could not 
be rectihed by mere verbal jugglery. So 1 ar as \ve \vere concerned, 
this decision of the Congress \vas an after-thought to save the situa- 
tion for the Hindııs. The borse had, in the meantime, bolted from the 
stable, and it was meaningless to close the door thereafter. The 
League led by the Qaid had moved to a ne\v forvvard post! 

Referring to the Müslim League’s decision to withdraw its accept- 
ance of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan, Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad makes 
a candid confession: ‘‘I was extremely pertıırbed by this new de- 
velopment. 1 sa\v that the scheme for which I had \vorked so hard 
ıvas being destroyed through ouı* own action”. 0 They did not expect 
such a forthright and bold stand on the part of the League and were 
undeL the impression that, after some bargaining, the Qaid would 
ta e considerably less than \vhat the League had demanded. That 
tıen ca cu atıons were absolutely mistaken is clear from the stand 

made. y 6 MU!îUm Lea § Ue to which reference has already been 


ıs 


‘Direct Action day in^ts litera^bell- 611 " ° Wn pu ’ İtİcal ends ’ inter P reted 
tion countrywide publicity our , 1COSesense a nd gave this interpreta- 
as publicly stated, was to hold me aS ^ C pur P° se in observing this day, 
of explaining to the Musli ms andT'T ° ver In dia with the object 
rejection of the Cabinet Mission’s l\ \ W ° r ' d the reason for the final 
time, to expose and condemn the the Lea g L >e and, at the same 

Government. But as there were resorte d to by the British 

the Ali-Inrlıa Muslini League Work? n '„' n |, S i ' bout ‘Direct Action’, 
Bombay on August 2 , , 946 ,, to ı-em ove g ,, Com mittee again met at 

- th «mı and resolved : 

9 Abul Kalam Azad: India fVinı Frecdom. 
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" U NlT«,fl 

„ . .ancl »urtlu-r calls u,,on »Kc Ml|N(l 

Au ,mst i*. “»4 ( *. aml to ob «'-ve oon,Sü. t ?[* uUA ‘« 

() fi A 11 ? 1 «ariaV» 

. vaS observed by Muslims and meetSn« vvcr . . 
tf^ovvhere «as there any disturb.ncc but ı n 
»»*•. bv the Congress and Hindi. Mal,.,,al,ha cn gu | M *; ;'»U CI! 

^ l'îuot, »«on »nd kıllıngs m wh.ch tho w o «t suffu rers ^ « 
otg? u J ^ 

> s ‘ . , r . 

r in the Maidan gettıng ready lor the mammoth meeting, 

vVe " e , Direct Action* resolution was to be explained. İt fi 
Jt \vhich tne ^ & est t h a t the Muslims had made preparations to 
sheer , m t g[ Hind us on that day. They were merely coming 

r t a rıot aı [isten to t | ıe speeches ol theır leaders, 

l» the t “ch lXen and «oınenfolk in the MoMU, »nd Bu.*.,» 

kavhag me“ done so [f t hey had any evıl ıntentıons. İn any 

ed only 24 per centof thepopulation of Calcutta and 
îwould°not choose this city to indulge m r.otıng vvh.ch m any 
( ¥ ent was not in their interest. 

It is true that the Muslims declared August 16 as a public holiday 
to celebrate the day of ‘Direct Action’ but in no circumstances vvas 
‘Direct Action’ meant to be a battle royal or carnage. It was a day to 
recordan emphatic protest against the British Government’s polıcy ın 
by-passing the Muslini League and to explain the Direct Action 
resolution of the League Council. August 16 vvas declared a public 
holiday because vve, the Muslini Leaguers, vvanted to have a record 
tumout fronı every conıer of Calcutta at the Ochtorloney Moııument 
standing in the famous Maidaıı of Calcutta. We expected a gathering 
°f bervveen tvvo and three hundred thousand Muslims, coming in 
P r °cessions and jathas fronı ali över the city. 

k w as arouııd 11.30 in the morning that, vvhile vvorking near the 
J’° nuQ ıent, 1 received ne\vs that at the Circular Road end of Corpora- 
l0n Street, Hindus vvere throvving bottles and brickbats at the Müslim 
cessionists passing through the Street belovv. Later, a few nıore 

? S Were re ported and at about 3.30 in the afternoon, nevvs came 
K\\ Sİ ^ llS an< ^ Hindus in Bhavvanipur District had fallen upon 
f 11 vv ° men an d children. By that time, murder, loot and arson 
started in several areas of Calcutta. Had it been the plan 
Vpf USİİms t0 kil1 the Hindus and a fevv Sikhs, they vvould not 
et their vvomen and children in their Bustees and homes and 


P e ople j hutments. 
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troopcd «01VA.-.İS tlu- knoıvlnglhat il they kllled a f . 

thousamls of «helr womon «kİ children would b e «JJgj. 


massacı 


oıl. 


1 rttshcd to Bhavvanipur where I was almost killcd by a Siki. * hn 
thvust his svvcml ihrough thc vantilatör oUhe drlving vvindoıv 0 f mv 
c . ır ı t was sheor instinct ol aclf-prcscrvatıon which made me throw 
nıv body as far back as I could. The sw«ml passed my ehest vvith a 
elcarance ofabout two inehes withoiH inflieting injury. This was not 
tbc only attempt on my life during the three Irightening days through 
vvbicb the citi/ens of Calcutta lived. On two other occasions, too, 
God w illeti t hat I should not die. 


During the three agonizing days I engaged myself lor sixteen and 
eiehteen hours a tlay in picking up dylng and wounded Muslims İroni 
llîndu quarters and Hindus dying and vvoıındcd İroni Muslini quarters 
and rushing them to hospital lor urgent treatment. My blood-spattered 
C a,- had to be washed inside and out, every morning. Thousands ol 
innocent men, wonıen and children were brutally massacred bringing 
back to memory the days of Chengez and Halagu. Corpses lay m 
heaps on Street corners and on ıoads, beaped like carcasses m a 
slaughter house. İn Bustccs where llıc minority was butehered wıth- 
out compunction and compassion, hu man beings had overııig t 
become irrational beasts—a terrible State ol aflairs indeed! 


1 may State that tlıe blaıııe loı* not calling in tlıe Army by the 
evening of August 16 nıust rest sqııarely on the shoulders ot air 


evenıng oı rvugust ıo ınusı resi squareıy on me siiuumjvw — 
Frederick Burrows, Governor of Bengal. He failed to quicklv realise 
the gıavity ol the situation and to lake aetion which ıvould h ave 
stopped the carnage. 


jecl the carnage. 

Furthermore as I stated on the lloor of the Bengal Legislative 

mbly soon after the disturbances, I vvould have been the 6n* 
on to advocate m.kl:. ı_ . ı 

the 


» » ı c t 0,1 lloor ol the Bengal 

Assembly soon after the disturbances, I vvould have bee 
person to advocate the nublir r n „ , , 

Minister of Bengal, if it' w« b l 8 " g Mr< Suhra T <,y 
of a fevv Hindu! and to sacrifice H °'V° - 1 ™ 8 “ ’° Ut 

, .11 . . ^crıtıce thousandc «P x 4 .. D i: M e « 


nisteı* of Bengal, if it’ , vas u , 6 mr • »unrawaruy, — - 

of a fevv Hindu! and to sacrifil^î ° n , t0 bHn S ab ° Ut ^ k an d 
children in tlveir homes in retm 1 ?, US , an< s ,° Muslims vyonıen 
could have contemplated sut K ^ n ^ a l°°l a *ad not Suhı*awaı y 
famous leaders and debaters of n '° ve * Not one ol the nationa , 
Mahasabha had any ansvveı- to ^ badu Congress and Hinoh 

started and the nıob began to lose^it î>tateme,lt - Önce the kilÜ n S? 
completely out of control and thc mentAİ balance, matters vrenj 
to the world would alvvays remain p' nA g e that Calcutta preseııtcd 

’ 1 • aıs £ra ,\.ı | ı’ 


completely out ol contıol and ıh e balance, matters wem 

rld \vould alvvays remain a f ı,. na S e t bat Calcutta presented 
story. ’ gracef «l hlot on the sheet ol 


to the wor _ 
hu man h i story 
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not seen a man work so hard and act so svviftly to try and 

conflagratioft. as Suhrawardy. But, as l Kave said, kuman 

0V°\ a f a lcutta ceased to be Kuman and it was only after tKe tWd 
İLiıigs 111 a ' du and Müslim leaders got together and formed a peace 
?M that H ' n hich went round Calcutta begging tKe population in 
con ı^ ittee " eS to control tKeir emotions and to Kave respect for 
theit Joiıf nanK c st tKe Congress and Hindu Mahasabha leadership 
homan lıf e - A ear t0 Suhravvardy’s appeal to join hands with 

refused » in an effort to bring human pass.ons, 

& tun rlot, under control. 


sacr 
Corpses la; i» 
carcasses i» > 
utchered ^ 

had ovcrB, î 
ndeed 1 ' 

»■Ş/ 


I vf* 

f f ei> 

»f 1 >y 

,j * V ,|l' 

t 5,1 V'V 

* i 

: l //„l 


,1 ( 


, ccet) t the view that the Muslims 
To sum up, it ıs ^ t c0 ‘ re sponsibİe for them. What happened 
sorted the dısturbances and e P d der their c l ev er and 

l i uhatthe Hindus ) k„owıng the t pos,t 1 on,^ of Direc t Action’ 
able leadership planned to ^ wou ld J, t on l y put fear ınto 

ııvith such direct actıon o frishten the rest of their 

| Ae hearts of the Cakutta fushn s Un frgen ^ the 

brothers and sisters throughou b f or g e t their leadership 

Muslims to be so ıntımıdated that the) ° he Hindus. Their 

and also their demand for ındepend . j „ rew doubly 

plan, of course, misfired because Musl.m determınat.on ^eu £ 

strong as a result of the happenıngs ın Calcutta. And 
expression of vievv but a fact o istory. 

A Hindu leader Mr. V. C. Dalvi, General Secretary of the: All- 
India Lower Grade Postal Employees Union, m a press statement date 
1 September 18, .946 put the blame for the Calcutta rıots squarely on 
the Congress. He said, “TKe Calcutta disturKances Kave been created 
hy the Congress. The whole blame Kes on tKe sboulders of tKeir leaders. 
They made speecbes in strong terms and cKallenged the Muslims. 
They asserted that they would crush the Muslims. Calcutta gave them a 
c hance. 1 cannot understand why they did not avail themselves of that 
°Pportunity. On the one Kand they say that the British should quit and 
0r t the other they say that the British should protect them. Whaf şort 
°f logic is this? Does it mean that \vith the help ol the British bayonets 
th ey want to crush the Muslims? if that is so, it is really shametu 
that they should ask the British to quit India.’ ,î,: 

hn Stephens, former Editör of Statesman , avas present İI ? serV ance 
|V ea the riots broke out. The remarks he makes on t tg^ s jgnifi- 
the Direct A.ction’ day and the happenings »n a cL meetings 

CaM - “Except in one city nothing of notc except bg 


‘tforning Kctrs dated September 19, 19+6- 
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, Direct Action day, August . 6; and sıfch ,. u ,ı 
>ened on Unecı ^ i ,ı L 1 


not shoW tVıat the League’s Central Icadershl,,' T 
nU . Hav it vvas •vhUL.j 1 P l 


** <%> 


happ ___ 

be f d °nlhV happen. ...The Day, it was ' 

ıythıng m t h e League Council s resolution would b« J 


to be o ne 


" Vined ‘It İS nothing but a statement sa.dMr. J.nnah, ‘ Cur 4 # 
eXP lte steos vvhich «e propose to take for self-preservation and " 
ıııg thc st p _ , nQ de ^ larat ion of war on anybody. The mecti 


/ 


- s j \ t vvas no decıaratıuıı j mc meçtin™ W 

dc e, u e ' t in themselves be ‘ Direct Action and those who came We re 
T behat peacefully.. . .it is inconceivable that the membe" 
of the (Bengal) Ministry could have wanted an outbreak such Js 
t nened if only because there was no possıbılıty o the Musli ms 
Sina. Though they enjoyed a majority in Bengal as a »hole, Ü 
thev were heavily outnumbeıed ın the pı ovınce s Capital, theır propor- L 
ion of the population there in , 946 probably be.ng less than 25 per 
Eveıı perhaps during the first day s hghtıng and certa.nly 
1 j .L -ı M.islim losses were the worst. Appar- 


çent. *. .eveıı [A->““r -& . , 

during the second and third, Müslim losses were „ j- 

ntlv '"local Hindu organisatıons, hearmg rumours that some şort of 
- •• 1_ contemplated, had made formıdable counter- 


Muslim attack av as 
preparations’ ’ . n 


The Calcutta incident Was nnt . c , . . 

reports of disturbances i n g 0 I " e hrst nor the last of its kınd; 
and Bihar lollowed. FeeUngs W e ^ 0 a hhali > Garhmuktesvvar (U P) 
ir^s of Muslims in Calcutta that?h SO Uİ ? amed by the larae-scale kiU- 
Tıpperah d.stricts though grossly^L^ t0 re P risals hı Noakhali and 


oF tV ">^e kiTled 




m These rumours, as alrcady explam ed 


Û»r“' *"ü the 


Hindus took the 




ene 




The Qaid, a peace-loving and constitutional-minded man, 
abhorred violence. The happenings in Calcutta on August 16 and the 
follovving two or three days upset and pained him beyond measure. 
His feelings indicated that, notvvithstanding his external reserve, he 
was at heart intensely humane, for the sufferings of innocent huma- 
nity deeply affected him. For months he could not get över what 
had happened in Calcutta. He expressed his grief över the massacre 
of innocent Muslims and equally he vvas sorry oveı* the death of those 
Hindus who had been killed though thev had nothing to do with the 
political confUcts, I can recall what he told me about the lesson to be 

treatmentV Mudims “hould' İngS ' He f Said: “ This proves «hat 
they exist as a minority in uXdedTdiÎ“ Hİ " dU ma) ° r ‘' 


hritish Governor 
vvas lovv in the three 
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LAST HOPE OF A. UNlTEtT 

_ r , un r 

f i, tr»t cd ’^’yild exaggerations; falling into an altogethj dTfcr'nt 
■Lts "’ e k,t happened before m Calcutta—and from ™hat TO 
W, from '' r in Bihar. According to statements irv the BritisK 
c' jS t0 fol'°' v . ^ovember the number did not exceed 200. A. 
^.^eOt, dUr 'u^c n0 t tally issued in Calcutta in May 1947 gave 
ulûuent ° n , ?• P elf of 220 and for Tipperah 6 ç. Certaınly the 
sub ı for N° aklıa , l a -nloited by influentially placecl Hindus for pur- 
ŞT* 1 was mucb M ^ Gene ral Sil* Francıs Tuker, G. O. C-in-C, 
«s of propag an “ a Q was i„ Charge of troop dispositions in the 
P° S fom nian °’ V n -a ^ follovvs* “Our estimate was that the 
KU also teSt ' fi e e Us weU under three hundred. Terrible 

5 in , this eplsod -* u, '" vn ° ver the world by a hysterical 


' 1 an 1 ' 


ıt >ome tffj 

ıdablt 1 


i-rain ded» 

İ 

m 

nal "«T 


!*# 

\s 1 


,ro vP 

tâ ' 




W 


|jSt >K 

/ tı uv 




jfjylled in t his e P İS °f e b | ow n över the world by a hysterical 

y^KSharm in .ndia by Undiing in 
ir An oress, and the - Hindu desıre for revenge . 1 he e 

proportion by Mr. Gandhi’s 

lturbances W ere h,ghhghte ^ aggravated the situatron, 

oitended tour ın the^ ^ other provinces. 

{endangering the 

1 sBrmt the Noakbali incidents m the 
The virulent propaganda of unprec edented magnitude 

Hindu press resulted ın terrıb S d Jf [ | e c f Uvvlessness, 

çerpetrated by the Hindus m ^.^/f^eral days. The loss in 
ımırder, rape, arson and loo p about , ro.ooo Muslims 

life of Muslims vvas reported to be 30, . r» ncr ,ı Referrino 

were rendered homeless and had to seek re uge m g< m uch 

.»ternassacre, lan Stephens says: “A new feature emerged. much 
of the butchery of hopelessly outnumbered Muslims ore every ^ gn 
of careful prior planning being the First of several such abomınatıons 
10 occur during the next tvvelve months”. 13 The observations o t. 
Ceneral Tuker, who \vas a witness of the gruesome scenes inBiıar, 
e J ( en ntore revealing. In his book While Memory Serves, , he 
^ • OFa\\ the terrible doings of 1946 this was the most shockiııg. 
hut side was that great mobs of Hindus turned suddenly 

Hvfl İVe / Ne 7 P re P ara tion for the deed, upon the fe\v Muslims who 
t r.1 , , 1. r * 1. 


Mlived ] P e P aratlon >or the deed, upon the ıew 

' v «, anion^ J V ^ 0Se ' ore ^thers had lived, in amity and trust ali their 
> 'vboL eS f ver y ^ ln ^ u neighbours. It bas never been ascer- 
j exti r p ati ^ e ^'pnising brain of this well-laid widely-planned 

w?dt\(] o 4 1 ^ at we do know is that it went according to 
d wt edule. Had i i- n t bv o rv -»-v r n < -• /-ı 1 t~x o V\ Q . f 11 11 \ ( 



Preparec\ U ^ e ^ n0t ^ een SO ’ suc ^ ^ ar S e mo ^ s ’ 

»Lt ^ "eapons, would never have collected in the 

Sı r p 

AW/ Scree , 
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time and moved with such obvious, fiendish intent f r 

öme dU ı_f _ 


time and movcu > vı ‘ 7 uıen t frorn vU* 

victim. • • • The number of Muslini dead—men, wonien and c Ki? ^ tü 
. . .. Villincr was about Toon tn ull drettL1 


VİCtllU. • • • XA ı , u dn( l v.ııırn 

i„ this short, savage kilhng was about 7000 to 8000 
committed were terrible and a foretaste of those to come «£*• 
rmıkteswar a few weeks later. Women and their babies Were ^ 
butchered with an obscene devılry that a civilised people ^ 
even conjure forth in their ımagınatıon . The Bihar Musli ms vvh ‘ 
soueht refuge iıı Bengal were afforded ali P ossible help and relief bv 
the & Bençal Provincial Müslim League and the Bengal Ministry. fh e 
Congress leaders of Bengal in their inveterate hoslility towards the 
Musîinıs had sunk so low that they raısed a cry even against the 
humanitarian act of the Bengal Government in providing relief to 
tbe persecuted Muslims ol Bibaı. The Qâid - e - Az3.rn raised specia .1 
funds for tbe Bihar Muslims and appointed a special committee whos e 
members headed by Klıwaja Nazimuddin and Malik Firoz Khan 
Noon toured the province of Bihar and arranged relief for the distressed 
Muslims. 



The Bihar tragedy was followed by another horrible incident in 
UP. At a Hindu religious fair at Garhmuktesvvar on the river Ganges, 
Hindu pilgrims set upon and exterminated the Muslims not only 
on the fair grounds but also in the nearby to\vn. The dead were 
estimated at about 2000. The poliçe stood by and did nothing to 
stop the killing. İn lan Stephens’s words, “The U P Ministry succeeded 
in wrappiııg a heavy blanket of silence round the vvhole business . 



Some idea of the diabolical acts committed at Garhmuktesıvar can 
be formedfrom Lt. GeneralTuker’s account : “Here at Garhmukteswar 
there was no provocation.... Practically every Muslini man, woman 
and chıld was murdered with appalling cruelty. Either here or later 

and the^nfanb"^ 111611 rl PP e d up, their unborn babies tom out 

was “Two™ n n S T" 11 * ** the ground. There 

and tom apart. These hellions lootA by tbe le § s b >' burly * 

the dead and dying into the fl ^ an< ^ ^umt the mcia 14 stalls, castıng 
some of the killings were bv s^ 3 ’ ^° st were killed with spears but 
was the ritual method of the r t t n§ulation which, it will be recalled, 
about 1 aughmg with gl ee a t th^ S mur derers’ women stood 

menfolk - lS hc ° urr >ing booths, egging on their 




1 have me ntioned the m.-,ssac res 


14 Mel a Locaî Fair. 

15 Lt. Gen. Sır Frances Tüket-; 1 Ybil e A Iemory & 


clıı 




ino 


A 

H 


D 


CCUl rec l in cjuick succession f 


Scanned by CamScanner 









*■ CU 


INUBŞI 


nmitted the gruesome and heart-rendine tales ı , , . 

i ha 'lw that they were masterminded and vfry weU pla 

rnnved on the same pattem and with -- - > 


m ,; e w that uıc; hv.. ** —-very WC H 

of* e '* They m oved on the same pattem and with the same ai m 
$ Muslims of İndia out of theır wits and, in the process, 

■ *** abandon their following of Mr. Jinnah and their daim 
ıake ^ elTl | an d This plan, with God s help and Müslim determina- 
for â h° me - n a „ t U™* ct-at^d earlier and which hears rem 


to 


l, land lhlS pian, wan vjv^ ^ ‘-*uonm uv,ıcnuma- 

1 ***> d 1 allv As I have stated earlier and which bears repeti- 

,ion ’ f İ Müslim masses reacted differently. The ugly happenings 
oon, the to achıeve their goal and through thıs 


t 


lift 


fi 

e J 



the Müslim rnasses reacıeu . .... - 6 ; -“i-r—y 

h° n ’ , „ rp deteı-mined to achıeve their goal and through thıs 

ma de them mo Pakistan shortly after these dastardly 

^eterminatıon mey 
crim es against humamty. 

««l.ııl.ıııı***»'^. „ i^ı.. o»ing » a» 

‘combine were drıymg the M i mpü sed on the Muslım- 

macbinationsoftbıs com me dominate d by the Congress 

nıaiority province of Punja Khizr Hayat Tiwana. 

J the Sikhs with a pliable Muslini Prem£ ^Khızr^H ^ 

la te desire to suppress the Muslims u g ^ ^ * d orders dec lar- 

damped rigorous restrictions on cıv _ disciplined, peace- 

ing illegal the Müslim League National Gu ^ dist P urbing peace. 

ful organisation—which had never been g L Y ^ ^ p r ovincial 

The poliçe wanted to carry out a search of the pro . 

Müslim League. Tbis move was resi s e Y Mian Mümtaz 

minent among whom were Nawab o am *, ^ aru d(lin, Mian 

Daultana, Sardar Sbaukat Hayat Khan, Mıan ^arndd 

Bashir Mime d and Malik Firoz Khan Noon. AH s ^ ctl ° nS inc luding 
loined the movement but the part played by us mı jv ^. ema ’ r ] ca bl e . İt 
ev en purdah-observing women, was partıcu y . tbe 

remained non-communal and peaceful ın c a ” C u man ner of 
hce of provocation. The Government resor e le _ arrests __but 

re pressıon—lathi-charge, tear-gas, firıng, large demand 

yothing could break the people’s spirit. Ultimately 
10r restoration of civil liberties had to be concede • Hayat 

P°pu\ar indignation svvept away the Ministry itseli an 1 victory 
hsana resigned on March 2, 1947. This was, indeed, a S rea , 1 0 f 
or tlae forces Avorking for Müslim freedom and the ast 
Bntis B Power av as laid low. 

w The leader of the Müslim League Party, the Nawab of Mamdot. 

1 ^Z^™^; t M a İnİStry and T aCCe rfin h thcAs a sembiy. But 
vıolent deTnoıtsı ra ti ons in a b id to prevent the lornıal.on 
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lAST HOPE of a UNITED İNDİ A 

W pposition exposed the inconsistency between 

Hindi»- Then ’, nrîctices. As Leonard Mosley observes: “Liaqat’s 
SS'he mUUonaire backers of the Con^ss 
^l«pt had beavıiy so f Partv’s claim to be socıalıst - 17 

So«d up J e S‘^ e ° rs - espousal of the cause of Big Business 

#£ ir:i r „To e f rri 

[ h LtCÎİ“n —S « .He o- 

partition. 

Ali these developments nüde H ^^L^notionTf" 

tial obsevver tbat it would not be P° ssı ?.ı s ar dar Valabhai Patel, 
united lndia any longer. Ev en a die- aı better to 

« we W later, bad come to the in a un ited 

divide lndia *Ean to have instability an 111 w hole sub-continent 

Eountry. The aim of Hindu domination över 

had to be abandoned. 

t But 1 must stop going into further the writ- 

,Set out to \vrite tlıese pages gets out o j e f or independence 

m g of a detailed history of the MuS1 spec iffised knowledge 

the tragedy of .* S7 «-men to accomphsh ıhe, 

*hve the advantage o i records a 
Wcult task. 


lî t-eonard Mostly: The Last Days oj the Brıtısh 1 J 
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XV 


PROJECTING MÜSLİM CASE ABROAD 


A 


T the end of September, 1946, Qaid-e-Azam told me that h 
had received, as President of the All-India Müslim Lca™* 
an invitation from Mr. Ogden Reid, Proprietor of the New Yor* 
Herald Tribüne , to send a representative to the Ne\v York Herald Tribüne 
Forum to participate in the debate on India and to present to the Avorld 
the Müslim case lor independence. He told me that he had decided 
to appoint me as his representative and vvould ask Begüm Shah Nawaz 
to accompanv me to the USA to coıınteract the Hindıı propaganda 
that the Muslims were reactionaries and their women were neither 
politically avvake nor exercised any rights and, therefore, if Pakistan 
Avere loıınded, it would be an intolerant and theocratic State. As I 
have Avritten else\vhere, to me the slightest desire of the Qaid was a 
command. I accepted the assignment and, accompanied by Begüm 
Shah NaAvaz, Avhose association Avith me I Avelcomed/ attended the 
Herald Tribüne Forum. 



The moving spirit and the dynamic force behind the Forum Avas 
Mrs. Helen Reid. I have rarelv met a lady so able and yet so modest. 
From the hour Begüm Shah Navvaz and I left Karachi and for two 
Aveeks thereafter, Ave were the guests of the Herald Tribüne. We were 
looked afteı by the nevvspaper s representative and correspondent in 
London during our day’s halt, Avere received at Ne\v York bv Reid’s 
youngest son, Ogden junior, noav Ambassador Reid, and Avere taken 
to the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. We received nothing but kindness and 
hosp.tahty from our hosts plus some vatuable introductfons. 


1 spoke to a large gathering i,-, t | le Waldorf Astoria ballroom and 

broadcast to the vvorld.ı 1 was ^ Forum P latfor ™ " . . 

ai i c onscıous of thp KpınP" tht 


first Müslim sent abroad to present fk^*° US b»ct that being tn 

_ ^ case ol the Musli nıs ol the sub 


1 This speech \vas reproduced in full in the İler a! d T ı 
magazine of December i, 1946 r " 


une and in the Vital Speeches oj the Dar 
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Si 


al . a te honıtbAnd, a heavy hürden ol responsibility 
S !Ü mc. I acquittcd myself to tbe best of m y ability. 


y 

oaSbab Navvaz and 1 addressed sevcral meetings 
T j u .,(‘Aİb'»-, () f t be United States. I must say tbat tbe Begüm, 

. I h>P ortJn 1 l ''l'lUmentarian, ııude quite an impression on the 
111 Uprie ncet i 1 flucnt speecbes. İt w as at tbese meetings that vve 
", ith ionovant and ill-intormed the Americans were of the 
U ° Ut «hat they knevv ol ottr sub-continent was what they 

. nropapanda machincry ot the Congress ın the 
Jb mt 1,om Thl . ' '.Uv of them thought that there was only 
United States. İl e . hı ^ ca „ ;° e |f a political party and 

te W ess '! h ' th ., of (helndian people as a «hole. They » ere 
yvhkh rettectec ac nn Congress Partv alone was fightıng 

a» uader the -pressen ‘ Jo. gr^ ^ expllined 

fer the ındependence o • r them at least some ol 

aml the Müslim point ol vievv was p acec e a p t hese years 

thoso present began to reabse that t ıey a<< ^ t h at t h e Muslims 

by Congress propaganda. İt began to' c ^ strong and had a just daim 
were a nation almost one bundı ed m 
to nationhood and a separate bomelan 

‘ İn the course of our tour of the United States 

İibunc Forum vvhen addressing tbe lndıan Mus ın . ^ ^ deStiny 

Navvaz and l vve re so confident ot our causc an so nuıc h before 

of our people that «re told them «bat k wou | d have our 

a nyone calculated or imagined, we, ved true because, 

Pakistan. Bv the g^race ot Allah, ouı pıe<. ıctıon P j nto being and, 

"ithin ten montbs ol our speaking, Pa ıstan p a kistan’s ftrst 

I three vveeks thereafter, 1 set loot in Nevv o , 


® _ w hen 1 visited them 

| Ambassador. When mv friends called on nıe j t be Imperial 

^ br-off places like Detroit, Chicago, Sac ,? m ^ | y wa s: “With 

Azam, we have 


Vdle y :i CTeZd^ofour'SrSphecy”. My reply 



ı w as rcmınaea ^uı ^ —r r P 

«bh’ s help and under rhe able guidance ol QaW-e 

Se eurcd our bomeland”. 11 

Our tour of the United States included Washıngto 


n DC «here 


‘ s »nclmled ' - ^ ury of State, 
tor a day. I hc ' s _ there- 


; e §u m Shab Navvaz and l went lor “ • ' -' intme nt vvas, tn^- 

, lr . Dean Acheson, vvas out ot tovvn. An app j,i n aton with 

<Jrt \ ma de lor us by 'iıc Hcıald iribunc o lır f tbe intcı' K '' ’ 

^manent Under Secrctary, Mr. Loy Henderso • ^ sa y and made 

" icb lasted almost an bour, he heard w va^ ' United States CJ°V 
rı °tes. This, perhaps, was the i\rst time t ıat y case ° f 

‘ 1 nment at Wash»ngton vvas oHicially a PP rlStt we yvere leaving, 

Muslims hv the QahV’s authoı ised representati ve. 
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Mrs. Re i d became a good friend and helped me o r 
1946 tour and later in the early months of my ambassTl* ^ my 
USA, for which help I am beholden to her and shall aî ° lslu P m th c 

wa ys be. 

Time , the popular weekly, adopted, for reasons lln ] cn 
of us, a strong anti-Pakistan attitude immediately We attai' 1 ^ 
freedom. Hardly a week passed without a caustic and grossl ^ ° Ur 
paragraph or tvvo appearing in its issue. The Luces, owners 
paper, were friends of the Congress and particularly of Pandit Neh 6 
Thev did their best to lend a hand to India. I remember one of the 
artieles vvhich contained the following woı*ds in describing the finan 
cial position of our new State: “and the check bounced”. The 
father of our Nation was subjected to unwarrantecl attacks. I was in 
despair. I approached the State Department for help. I received 
svmpathy and understanding but was told that it could do nothing as 
the Press in the USA was free and any advice or request would be 
construed by it as interference. In desperation I went to see Mrs. 
Reid at her oftıce in the Ne\v York Herald Tribüne and told her how 
bitterly disappointed and pained I was with the treatment accorded to 
Pakistan by Time. She heard me with sympathy and promised to do 
m hat she could and she did. The Luces \vere her friends. Criticism 
neakened to vanishing point and, shortly thereafter, died. 

Just as our tour was conıing to an end at the end of December, 
T 946, we received intimation that the Qaid and Liaqat Ali Khan 
ou e visiting London in a fevv days at the invitation of the British 
Srnt t0 k d ‘ SCUSS the fate the Cabinet Mission’s Plan and that 
return to A ^ ol ^’ we s hould return to London. On our 

Hotef :k,eTht > Qafd!!T Z an td N r^ “1 ' SW >' ed * 

arrıved, were staying as gues C s of f K Aİİ Khan > who had b °, th 

e BrJtısh Government at Claridge s. 

I reported briefly on what h^A l 

Forum and also in the course of ^ ha Ppened at the Herald Tribüne 

we had utilised the occasion to^ tOUr t * le ^ nite d States and hoW 
leaflets explaining the Müslim L^ nnt tens thousands propaganda 
them throughout the United States^ P ° İnt ° f view ancl distribute 

The next day or the day fo]| 0w ina 

togetheı a telegram arrived. He asked n^ ? Q a, d ar >d I \vere dining 
Mr. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah, Karachi 6 °r°P en ie - It was from 

ln orming hini that the 
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ue h a d swept the polis in the re-elections. 1 was uncon- 


Lie hao — r- " v,vvuvu ^ ı wda uncon- 

§ jj,fl b ea £ , at the news. 1 handed the telegram to the Qaid \vho, 

^jably ha ^onocle, read it and smiled. The smile vvas of satisfaction 

nO hİ S nl ° 



:ı on I went to 




; trreatment accor 
by and promisedtoc 
ber friends. tö®® 
lereafter, ^ 


Iksiofl L J n 0 ^ 

a*" 

*V 
11 

///JA 

r he ** ,£$ ı1 / 

r / 


y j 

I occasion, talking aboııt his discussion vvith the British 
Ön an- d ^ emphatically and categoricallv that he had told the 
Çabin et> ,ıe that unless the Congress accepted the Mission Plan 

0 ritish G ° Ver reservat i 0 n vvhatsoever, it \vould not be possible for the 
tfithout any r ^ revise its decision arrived at in Bombay. He told 
Mull İ m .îw appeared no possibility of Congress accepting the Plan 
mC 1 onally and there was no going back by the Müslim League. 
“f" as onlv one alternative for ns and that vvas to go forvvard. 


• ,ı ,,isiı to London the Oaid considered it time that the 

case for Pakistan and to counte act t^C^PMPg J ^ 

the Müslim demand. He decıded that beh ind g Altaf Husain, 

u P an Information Centre m London. He W^ J A at a 

Editör, Dawn, vvho had accompanıed hım to' p^ ^ A|taf 

suitahle place. He asked me to fmance the p i of (hat t î me _ it 
Husain vvith my advice. İn the vvar-ravage . Centreı but 

vvas not easy to find accommodat.on for P £no P r Gardens. 
eventually we selected an apartmen >n 


ı c n^lhi Colonel Majeed Malik 
The Qaid had decided to send tron D Muslim League and 


The Qaid had decdeti to sen., ,o. ■ ^ Leag(] 

then vvorking as Publıcıty OHıceı o (Q hea(i tbe Centre. İn 

also as part-time leader vvnter ot Dawn, » r r) a , vn London, 

the meaııvvhile, Z. A. Suleri. then Correspondent 
"'as placed in charge ol tbe Centre. 

,._ r - ture to bedistributed 

Âltaf Husain vvas asked to prepare soım > three pamphl ets 

, _ . . , ı __ rpmember, 1,11 . ,ı r . 


Altaf Husain vvas asked to pı epaı t , three pampn |e b 

W the Centre, and he produced, as far as I remen and ‘‘Fifty fu*s 
talled “India: the \J ,o years”, “Why Paktstan. , 
aboı " • 


^ut Pakistan” 


ı ne suggesting that 

I Onenight, vvell past mklnight, Altaf teiephonedn ^ ■■ Müslim 

* e Centre should also publish a perıodıoal j an ua r ) 3. 

■ fedia Nevvs Bulletin”. 1 agreed. A few^*‘jL'nched at ^ 


J, € 


i P 


,r‘ jt y 



, lN , ews öu netin . ı a g.c C v. .. ^ nfre Vas launchedj^— . nt * d 
^47, the Muslimindia lntormatıon C c 

the riis> 1 


tre vva s S t j sSi ;e of the pr*n 

given by me a.t Claridge s at vvbich 

elletin was distributed. »• r that 

it became clea, 

btot many months altervvards, hov't 
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Pakistan vvoııld come into being mucK söoner than l ,| : ’l? 

and therefore, the Centrc graduallv ceaaed to function 


' 

■ ' .<r r 


The Qaicl s visit to London and his discııssions vviıh t\ ; 

wpr? pnrnııraaina. Thoııah nn arrı*^».-^,,#. __ ,, . 1( bdfcish 


Cabinet were encouraging. Though no agreement could b 
with the Congress on the dispııted clauses of the Cabinet Miss^ 



Plan owing to the Congress leader’s obduracy the stateııinn^' ^ s 


by the British Government on December 6 was a conıplete viıulie 
ot' the League’s stand and exposed the intransigence of the Conmr ^ 
The statement, after recalling that the main difhculty had been about 
paragraph 19 (V) and (VIII) of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan of Mqy ^ 
declared: ‘ l The Cabinet Mission have throughout maintained the 
view that the decisions of the seetions should, in the absence of agree¬ 
ment to the contrary, be taken by a simple majority vote of the repre- 
sentatives in the seetions. This view has been accepted by the Müslim 
League but the Congress have put forvvard a different view. The 
Congress have asserted that the true meaning of the statement read as 
a \vhole is that the provinces have a right to decide both as to grouping 
and as to their ovvn constitııtions. His Majesty’s Government have 
had legal advice, which confirms that the statement of May 16 means 
what the Cabinet Mission have always staced was theiı intention. 
This part ol the statement, as so interpreted, must therefore be con- 
sidered as an essential part ot the seheme ol May 16 for enabling the 
Indian people to formıılate a constitution which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would be prepared to submit to Parliament. It should therefore 
be accepted by ali parties in the Constituent Assembly”. 2 The state- 
ment further urged the Congress to accept the vievv of the Cabinet 
Mission m order that the vvay might be opened for the Müslim League 

sitmdirarfr ^ attitu de. The statement ended with the folIowing 
sıgnıhcant declaratıon of policv • k 1 ACnprf 

of success for the Constituent L\ T, 15 never been P rOS P eC , 

procedure. Should a constiU| exce pt on the basis of an agreed 

tuent Assembly in which a laro ■ a COme to he framed by a Constı- 

not been represented, His MıilsuTp 0 " °* the Ind ' an P°P ul ‘ ltion had 
contemplate—as the Congres^ h ' J ° yernnıen t could not, of course, 
plate—torcin^ such a constip S ^^ sta ted they would not conteni- 
country”, 3 t,tUtlon l 'Pon any untvillinc. parts of the 


This authoritative statement f 

represented the triumph ofour leadel' ® r ritfs . h Government, indecJ. 
lat,n S skl11 - That he should have eKtrtet^l^ Statema,ls hip and nego- 
~ et Sl,c 'L a statement İroni a 

I V lb J- Mc,,ün: Thc Tran *' ,n lndia 
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J t i c h had little sympathy tor the MusUmi lu\ w W 
rn ,nei^ vv 1 Co ngress was undisguised, w as more ıhan we could 
■P v f jity'f° r thC strengthened in our belief that Pakistan wöu\d 
Kt.' We rtv 6 witWn a matter ot' months. During his , U y in 
^ 11lC a real1 ^ birpssed a Press Contercnce and a \vell-attended 
Efen * e Qa " t Kin 2 sway Hail at which he explained ıho case tor 
^Tlo thorougli exposed -he perti.lious conduct ol the 
» kis,,n "‘ /he betrayal of solemn pledges and promueı by Un mh 
K.”İet pronouncements had a good ertect on But.sh 

public opinion. 

, en Calcmta I had barely had rest tor a few days 
A f,er my retuın - ’ w0rk w hen on the 4 th of February, 

arss *;} r*" .*r.*= 

sored by Government to Middle Eastern counjne*. He told mc t at 
it was the Qaid’s desire that I should undertake the mıssıon. So, ın 
vvriting to the Qakl on the çth ot Februaıy, 1947» t State 

“Chundrigar telephon.ed nıe yesterday and asked mc. to lead the Tıadt. 
Delegation to the Middle East. He told me that it \vas your desire that 
1 should. uadertake t Ki s mission. Ouce more, 1 hcıve obeyed youı tom- 
maud and I hope there will be n.o restriction vvhatsoever on my carryirvg 
on political vvork ia the time that I caa daim as my o\vrı, i.c., betwecn 
meetings and functions that \vill be arrarıged tor our Trade Delegation. . . . 


The Delegation left Karachi on March 9, 1947 - 


* 


İn the Middle Eastern coııntries which the Delegation visited the 

. n ö 

aıne or jınnah, his organising ability, his qııality ol leadership and his 
? över the Müslim masses were already well-known. Whenever 
ti) 6 ^ US ^ rn meı nbers ol the Delegation were intervievved or introduced, 
a ^ nanıe Jtnnah automatically cropped up coupled with praise and 

1 \ n ^' a< ^ We bono ur ol heing received in audience by Amir 

a ı\cl Ü ' ^ ' V ^ e callec1 on l he Prime Minister, members ol his Cabinet 
S p t ^ et °ther importarit entities of lraq. In İran, I was granted a 
C ' a hıtervievv by the Prime Minister, Qavam-us-Saltaneh, \vho was 

Hari ( P C ^ e ı ga ı tlou consist ^^ of myself as leacler, Dawood Habib. C.C* J ave ‘ l ° l 

4 °f Karachi, Members, M. Ayub, I.C.S. Secretary, Mr, 

last t . dvıser » aı >d, Maulana Jamal Mian Firangimahel ah my Pı ıvate \ jl t t ^ ^ viow 

i n ren dered magnificient service in puttıng across the Müslim Leagı l 

the countries the Delegation visitc«l. 


\ 
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at the time holidaying on his tea estate in Lahijan, and al 
ters and leaders of public opinion and members Q f h met Mîı 


srs ot public opınıon and members Q f H 
Jordan, some members of the Delegation accompaniedT ? reS8 ‘ 
went to pav my respects to King Abdullah. Durino ^ I 
Amman, we met the Ministers and prominent citizens İn 

dom. In Turkey, we called on the Prime Minister and the $ ı g ' 
of the Mejlıs , besides meeting some Ministers, several leaders 0 f P , , er 
opinion and prominent ne\vspaper men. In Syria and Lebanon 11 th 
Presidents honoured us by granting audience. We also met ’th 



Prime Ministers, other Ministers and leaders. 


Of course, at every available opportunity, we made it a point tocon- 
tact the men who counted inthese countries. We the Müslim members 
of the Trade Delegation discussed trade during certain hours of the day 
and spent the rest of our time in explaining to our brotber Muslims 
the raison cTetre for our demand lor Pakistan. For the first time the 
Muslims of India were afforded the opportunity to contact the outside 
\vorld at Government level and explain to them their problems, aims 
and aspirations at the expense of the Government of India. The 
Hindus had utilised scores of such opportunities in the past to do the 
same work of trying to convince the world that they were the legiti- 
mate children of mother India and wanted to rid themselves of British 
rule. They, in their propaganda, ignored the very existence ol the 
large number of Muslims who also inhabited the countrv and lor 
\vhom India was as much a home as it was for them. 


From every capital that the Delegation visited, I reported briefly 
on my activities to the Qaid. I do not possess copies of these letters 
which were handvvritten, except for one vvhich I reproduce belou : 


2 8th May, 1 947 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


The object of this letter is to brir.o 
Eastern tour. 


ip g to arı emi mv report on. our Middle 


Since vvriting to you from Caiı-^ ı u ^ . 

the President of the. Akhwan-uL-Mı 1 ,İ- ^ T* agaİn tKe Grand Muft ‘; 
Muslimeen, the Prime Minister NomTd^’p He ‘ ul ot tlxe Shabban-ul 
the Commerce Minister, the Apricult^ ' Finance Minister, 

munications, Nahas Pasha and the ton Ur<İ mıster > l he Minister of Com- 
Pasha, Hassouna Pasha (Governor of Alexand • & ^ ?ddist P art Y. Ali Meher 
Pasha, several heads of Government Depart ° Pasha, Fargalv 

ol public opinion. As usual, I did not ndss^V İ ourna l'sts and leaders 
Müslim Embassies in Cairo. İn the Hedjaz, | ^ad C , ,V * nce of calling on ali 
almost everyone who counted in the politicd „ ^ ' te P riv ilege of meetini! 

‘ * -conomic, social and cltural 


m 


K 

finch 


1 İover 


jked 

India. 


> 

% 

M 

W 

h 

s 

* 


ı; 


* ı 
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üiıtry h'oih uM '^ ciilv.1 

)!' the C °._^ res tecl ia our affairs. 


uıe Lr owrı Prince to a 
TK e Finance Minister i s thT* W 


g, 1, * 

■ ^ telcome and sympathy from our brethren as I dul i n the other 
u^xrf> visitecl. 



^ <• dut «e h»ve vj» 

coun ^ 1 

W i* ki-* ıc s-’" ls ' 


Yours sincerelv,- 
H ASSAN 






eîB 


HBîcS 


$ 0 * 


.W 


c, 

of^ 


**' 


(T 


, a |3 0Ve , it vvould appear that we follovved the same proce- 

f r °m^ e ca pital vvhich vve visitecl. We met similar per- 

dure in eVC f 'Government and opposition and leaders of thought and 
sonalities 0 ^ eman( j f or Pakistan. And, everywhere, the response 

^etic and encouraging. 

When the tour ended, 1 decided to take a fortnight’s rest in Egypt 
, . beiore returrıing horne. I, hovvever, received intimation 
f J that fresh developments \vere aboııt to take place and that 
l'sLuld relurn home. I, therefore, returned post-haste in the last 

week of May. 

Acouple of weeks before the departure of our Delegation from 
tarachi, Mr. Attlee, Prime Minister of Britain, had made a statement 
in Parliament on the 2oth ot February to the effect that the British 
Government had definitely decided to part with povver and had 
nxed June 30, 1948, as the final date for British \vithdrawal from 
lûdia. 

He went on to declare that His Majesty’s Government \vished to 
>, n< i °ver its responsibility to authorities established by a constitution 
pK Cdbyal1 P art * es * n hıdia in accordance \vith the Cabinet Mission s 
■P^ut th ere NVas no clear p roS p ec t that such a constitution and such 
c°C S Wou ^ emerge. If, then, it should appear that an agreed 
WOr ld n0t bave ^ een worked out bv June 1948 it vvould 
Gover nm°ent er l° whom [t sll0u,cl transfer the povvers of the Central 
f 0r Br'iti's| let ^ er aS a w ^°^ e to some form of Central Govern- 
»tul Vernrtletlts or ^ nd ' a ’ or in s °me areas to the existing Provincial 
L 'J 1 the best i SUc ^ °ther w ay as might seem most reasonable 
â :L had °vv e a erests of the indi an people. This statement clearly 
vd 10 n ot e that^î° S ^ eCt esta t>^ s ^ ment of Pakistan. We vvere 
^ Pa kista u ^ P°ficy pursuecl by the Qaid had succeeded in 
^^ VVar(is thise^j 1 *’ Ste P b y ste P- Events vvere inexorably 
n% 'S e nce, \ V J C a ^ d ’ P a racioxically, the Congress leaders, 
tıenaselves helnina to hrina about a resi 
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Q AID l A Z A M A S l K N I VV m 


opposite to that which t hey «leşimi, t hat is, thcir na M 

ioııs w ere gcing to result in (he Im-.ık ııı> .. •, ? - 

thev swore. - H ^ 




Some days later, Lord Wavell \vas recalled and (he <hs\n 3 c 
energetic young man, Lord Louis Mountbattcn, wartime 
South East Asia Comnıand, arrived on March 22, 1 947 an< j 1 
swom iıı two days later as Viceroy and Governor-General of fndıa 
It \vas the general iınpression at the time that Lord VVaveJI had ban 
accorded this shabby tıeatment because he had tried to rectify to som 
extent the wrong done to the Müslim League under His Majeste s 
Government s orders in the formation of the Interim Government, 
An w as Lord Mountbatten s habit, he started vvork in India with a 
antare and grandiose publicity. He got dovvn to his duties ful! of 
ri\e and uanted to diseharge the responsibility entrusted to him in 
t e s ortest time. He wanted a place in the history of the sub-continent. 
öv the time he retired as the first and last f’oreign Govcrnor-General 

hisîL^bookro^Hind 16 W) rtaİ r ly gaİnC<1 thC gl ° ry hC SWUg f, t 7 ^ 

rememk k- p lc * u India but our pages of history will ahva;o 

iCİr painfully fo r his part in the inflietion of untold suffer- 

everforğettheRad" ,.l n ^ 0 P ardlsin g Pakistan’s vital interests. Can 
and the Kashmî ° 1 , ? >var d, ıvhich was changed at the last moment» 
we? ' P r ° em > seeds of which he $owed? How can 
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dcliffes betrayal and sikhs 


Pz * a nparent to us “insiders” t hat the Part,itiûn_of 

ith*» il be f^Jk^flace-a n the j uânriple ot M ü sl i m and no n- 
■P^^V nTTreas vhick-^a x . xnntig .. n „ S l . a«Hİ frnm w Ju c h 
^ iaJ ^E3 h^" prnment - t he Jite&anA& jun ru l ers of İnd ia, 
pciOj^V Ttn devia te, the Müslim leadership was faced with an 

( T | u , clivis i on of İndi a on the above hasis obviously 

,Cttt ?rhe cutdng up of our majority provinces of Bengal and Punjab, 
nl eant the b \ ^ of the prov inces of Indıa m vvhıch the 

* «o larg ^. | an overall majority. I knovv how disappoınted 
Muslims const nrosDect of losing Calcutta, a great 

JL.-a «İm 

i a i»- pf 1 «s »u îsrrrsr k 

ıvhelnıingly non-Mushm. The loss o C ^ ^ ^ of Benga , and 
but it was una voıdable. SınılJarly, , f wg were to getourfree- 

Punjab were to be cutoff on the_ san . n.wl-e-Azam ende av- 

dım and estabhsh a homeland for o P P ^ ^ pxistinp f o rm . Ali 
ou red his utmost to r etairı cou Jd 

the pressure which he could af leadenand his § Working Com- 

muster vvere of no avaıl. But our g convinced t hat in partitionıng 

mıttee, of which 1 was a member, n t one inc h 0 f land in 

the land strict honesty would be observ wWch was contiguous 

ıvhich the Muslims were in a majör y > j a 

t> a Muslinvmajority area, would be gıven 

Qa.id-e-.A7am and his Party did ali m theır to wre st alî 

an <! means with their collective ıngenuı y P efforts were not 

*at thev could for their future homeland-bu^th ^ , f it had 

en tirel y successful. The mind of the B n ‘ ,sl f . , a „ as prestirted b) 

:■.*? ke Partition, it had to be on the bas» ° fbatten oi Burma, 

,e 'r Viceroy and Governor-GeneıaU • ıg4? . 

k'ch uas kııo 
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cUFF e s betrayal and sikhs 



insiders” that thf Partirioa .of 


?U< \ 


-.«nar en t to os 

İWF ıe ? P -i— - n the princin k-Oİ—M 



.... «hich aft d -ire . m .whır h 

.-nm nn. the rfç jtooandrfejll jf m 1 PTS of j nd ı a, 

r .„. „ „ deviate, the Müslim leadership wasıfaced wıth an 
’ JU ? UU ^'^Th^division of India on the above bas.s obv.ously 
inıte predıeament. . ; pr0 vinces of Bengal and Punjab, 

^ tth ecuttmgupot om majomy P^.^^ of |ndİ3 in whith the 

the two lar ? est anl r 1 ıı ma joritv 1 knovv hovv disappoınted 

«-‘T* 3,1 ° r h n o pe y ct of losing Calcutta a great 
d* Calcutta Musl.ms were at the pro pc J ^ 

prosperous City boas mg M excellem po at the 

»ıth bıg and thııaıng t ’ ner’cent. The majoritv was over- 

timehadaMushm populatmno 4P was a te ' rib | e biow 

«helmıngly non-Mushm. The 1 ^ ^ flesh of Bengal and 

but tt tvas unavo.dable. Sim larly , f ^ were to t our f ree - 

Punjab «ere to be cut off on the s an rvıirl-e-Azam ende av- 

dım and establish a homeland lor our p p . .. p y\JJ 

the pressure vvhich he could exercı e « ■Workinp Com- 

muster «ere of no avail. But our great leader and part uioning 

mittee, of «hich 1 was a member, «ere conv.nced - P-t.tıomng 

the land strict honesty vvould be observe an n contiguous 

"hich the Muslims «ere in a majority and «h eh was cont.gu 

to a Muslim-majority area, vvould be g' NtQ to 

[ Qaid-e-Azam and his Partv d'd ali in theır P°''«rest ali 

an( l means with their collective ingenuity anc exp effort S vvere not 

'hat they could for their future homeland—bu » ,f it had 

eatirely successful. The m.ind ol the ® r,tl ? 1 ". . as pre sented bv 

■$> ^«on, it had to be on the.hasisof of Burma. 

Teir Viceroy and Governor-Geneı al, 
ukî_l İ . nL„ İm 


vvas 



knovvn as the Plan of June. 3 
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In accordance vvith this Plan, tvvo Bound 
to be set up, one to deal vvith the partition of the^p C ° mmiss ions 
vvith the partition of Bengal and also the senarıti ,«ta 
Assam. Each Commission would comprise a ° n ° f * 
members, tvvo nominated by the Congress and 
League. 




ChairmanT'l^m 


two b y âTİJS 


Both majör political parties consented to the apnoi 
Cyril Radelifte as Chairman of both Commissions. Thç p° f Sil 


Cyril Radclitte as Chairman ot both Commissions. fh e p u "~7 w ¥'\\^ x 
mission consisted ot Justice Mahajan, Teja Singh, Din MohinıedT rU e ı C 


,\e 


Münir. The other Commission was manned b)T Justices Akra™^ ^ 

O . 1 . H t ' i A D ■n.ar'Vn V »-» 1 1 D 1 /^ \ A . . 1 - T 1 1 _ 


c 


J j —'•■v.v.o rvKrani S A 

Rahman, C. C. Bisvvas and B. K. Mukerjee. These Commissions 
according to provisions ol the Plan, vvere instructed to demarcate the 
boundaries of the Punjab and Beng^l on the basis of ascertaining the 
contiguous majority areas of Muslims and non-Muslims and also to 
take into account other lactors. It was clear from the vvording of the 
instruetions that th e prime consideration before the Commissinr^_ wa« 
to be 'contiguous ma i oritv areas of Mıısllms and non -MusliTm an ri 

‘ other factors’ v vere only to be, a snhsid iar .y consi deratioa.-Neither as 
regards Bengal nor the Punjab vvere the members of the Commissions 
able to reach agreement. It vvas, therefore, finally agreed by the 
members of the Commissions that the Chairman, Sir Cyril Radclifle, 
should give his avvard. 


*■£ * 
ü# 1 


ı? veb 


\iews ı 


Radcliffe, a Judge of the British High Court, reported to be an 
honourable and able man, free from bias, a Britisher vvho had no 
concern vvith the inner vvorkings ol the Government ol lndia and the 
cxisting political parties of lndia, vvas naturally taken at his face value. 
It did not take the Qaid long to discoveı* the true Radclifle vvho allovve 
himself to be inftuenced by Mountbatten in gifting avvay certain con 
tiguous areas of Müslim majority in the Punjab— parts of Gurd a§p bir 
a nd FirQ7.p ur— to l ndia vvhich gave her a passage to Kashnıir th at s 
r.fh^ Y i«;p rmı İd n ot claim. and thus sovved the şeedş of troııble be tyye en 
k Pakttan anf i lndia şjnre Pareiejpn_ 


“Duriag 
sodd be 
itat no i 
1 terms of 
three da 1 
| in the \ 
of the 1 
1 'ote, t 


Hovv could an honest and upright man İlke the Qaid suspect th^ 
the vvords ‘other factors’ carried, vvhen tvvisted, a sinister meaning- 
Hovv could he have ever imagined that the vvords vvould be utiÜ se 
by an ‘honourable barrister’ and judge for handing över contigu<> us 
Muslini-majority areas of Firozpur and Gurdaspur districts to Hindu 
ln dia to ensure lor it a roadvvay to Kashmir ? It was conside.re« 
unthinkable for an honest Englishman to do such a dishonourable p‘ ccC 
of vvork. Yet he did it. When the Avvard’s publication vvas delayed 
beyond the seheduled date, vve began to vvorry. We vvere told that 


Scanned by CamScanner 
























I .. W as being brewed in Radcliffe’s stills. R umo J 
s Avvard which was reacly was in the process of beina 
thC Mountbatten’s directive. And when the Award vm 
vvhat we had heard turned out to be correct. 

r00 f is necessary to establish that Radcliffe was 
s * eat on the Bench of His Majesty’s High Court of 
ü n AV or f hy 0 1 ^ at f bd not decide the case entrusted to him on 
equity, intellectual honesty or in accordance with the 
İ ustlC J es w bich vvere clearly laid down in the terms of reference 
; r oduce the opinions of two of our own distinguished judges 

Hiçh Court who were appointed by the Qaid-e-Azam to the 
Iniaband Bengal Boundary Commissions, namely Mr. Justice Moham- 
^ Münir and Mr. Justice S. A. Rahman, respectively. I am grateiul 
t0 tbem for their kind permission to do so. 

I give belo\v relevant portions from Mr. Justice Munir’s version 
ınd yievvs in regard to the notorious Radcliffe Award: 



! 


edt ^ 1 


6 ^ 


,4 


"During the discussions, the Chairman also hinted that the report which 
wou!d be submitted to the Govemor-General would be his ovvn report and 
that no report by a Member would be sent up. This was contrary to the 
terms of our appointment and we were to realise its significance only when 
three days later an amendınent to the indi an Independence Bili \vas introduced 
•n tlıe House of Contmons ınaking the report of the Chairman the report 
of the Commission. . . . Having been deprived of the right to judge and 
'ote, the members lıad been reduced to the position of advocates of 
the parties. Our reports were not to be a part of the proceedings 
and were mere \vastepaper to be throvvn avvay by the Chairman, if he so 
liked.... 

“Gurdaspur District came up first. It was Müslim majority area and, 
^erefore, if a district was to be taken as a un.it, the vvhole o it aa t>° 
fistan. But if what Mountbatten had stated about this District ın ıs 
Press Conference of Jurıe \ was right and the District had to e partıt o * 
P «hankot Tehsil coukl, as suggested by the Müslim League, be separated 
r ° m h and joined with the contiguous non-Muslim area. Shakargar 
°nly a Muslini majority area but also a physical entity, "ita 
e *stern boundary and coulcl not conceivably be sp it up. 

The function of the Commission was to separate the contıguou^^^ 

*nd non-Muslim majority areas and not to divi e P ro P^ - backsvard 
^usirtess assets or to separate tbe intellectuallv coe °P. tlıere lav the 
are as. la fact in the figures relied on by the non- p or a c entury 

st roagest argument for the partition of the country. 1 ^ wea l t h of the 
the Muslims had been exploited by the non-M us ımS- Muslims 

non-Muslims in Lahore represented the s\veat aıı position that tlıe 

3nd it vvas witlı a view to doing away \vith this inec|i 
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l >The NawAb of Mamdot, a big Zamindar and 
WorUing Commitlce. ’ embcr of ıhe All-India Muslini L«-.ıgue 









]tn> 

th » 1 


n)lti(> n, communıcated to him ovor tKc u-lephom- , m | 

ık ,nS jormatiorı so suppned was rcduced to r a 


the »« 


'vi’itin.g, 

~ to that Information, thc Tehsil ol' Ecrozcpur and Zira had c 
“Acc° rdl s An d this is precisely wl\at Sir Cyril mentioncd -. 

ık'' ta ’ , . Unw i« ir then that thi'«ı> T.>h . . 


COIlK k 
t o m e whcn 


İ V y ıııc Wl\en 

F.r ie^ved him. Ho>v ıs ıt then that thcsc TeKsils wcnt to inci i a ia thc 
I ^ı'ânnouncccl on thc 17 tlı ol August? I he only cxplanation possible is 
UVİ qr Cyril altcred thc Avvard some time bctvveen thc 8th and ı 7 th of 
t** 1 lf w j ıen he was in. New Delhi. his also clear t hat he of his ovvn accord 
■HİC ma he the alteration as hc must have knovvn that the original 
w0U , ^ a( | heen communicatcd to Sir Evan Jenkins and no fresh arguments 
l Jtw»en addressed to him aftcr the 8th to pcrsuade him to alter his decision. 

The irresistible inference, therefore, is that he must have been prcvailed 
n Lord Mountbatten to make the desired alteration. 

•Further there is intrinsic evidcncc to shovv that this part of the Avvard vvas 
n ot the result ot an honest endeavour to arrive at a just decision - 

Diti he not play politics when he stated in this part of the Avvard that ‘it 
would be in the interest of neither State to cxtend the terrıtorıes of the West 
Puniab to a strip on the far side of the Sutlcj ’, when these strips were descrıbed 
hy him in the same paragraph of the Award as the area in vvhıch ‘not ınconsı- 
clerable’ Müslim majorities are found. And had he not bcen told earlıer 
that the ioınt control of canals vvhich he advocated in this paragraph vvas 
out of the auestion and not a matter vvithin his scope? Am ast y, c 
nota joint control be suggested for the other tvvo canals that take ott fron 
the Ferozepur Headvvorks by giving at the same time effect to the con ıg 
majority principle in favour of the Muslinıs? 

Talce no w the Gurdaspur DUtrict. Was it not a Müslim mjritj »M? 
Ttue, the majority of the Muslin» here wasp^nkot Tehsil had been 

majority have automatically risen apprecıahl) s mnellinp faclors 

separatı-fl and jo ined to Jiaî And then vvhat vvere 

to partıtıon Shakargarh, a Muslini majority leis • Kvsical feature, the 
had to he partitioned vvhy not adopt as hasis thc 

havi, but choose as the boundary lıne neıtlıer the rıveı tbe p u njab 

fUjh river) but the vvestern branch of this stream vvlvere ıt ' b e 

Hrovince from the State of Kashmir?’ W as Gurdaspur '^7 
^acrificed suitably to a desire to connect Indıa vvıtı 

Expressing his vîevvS on the demarcation ot the bo» ) j u stice 

Ve H and East Bengal and Assam as then cons ı u c , 

' a hman writes: 

irb him (Radcliffe) 

“Witb regard to East Bengal proper, ia our fur ther east 

Wl - g<>t the impression that he vvas inclined to x . t j ıat should P ro " 
r>f the River Mathabanga. He vvas obsessed vvitli the • %vit h regard 

Cde a hi/ıterUnd to Calcutta for West Bengal. 


f Ar. )usti cc Mohanvetl Munîr’s art itle “Days to Rcmembeı 
0/nç£ in its issucs June 22 23, and 24? 1964* 


pubhshed i" 
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, .. ,„J Wcst Bengal were finished at Calcutta. p or ,ı 
F | o ı het and Cacltar, wc journeyecl to Delhi vvhere ' Cu,,; '' 

7 ga fi„d&ons. W hile starting .rom Calcutta, , had ^ I 

,he . f‘ u ™ ng the necessity for Hxing the Kast Bcugal boundary at lea s , 7'‘' r 

' t he Mathabauga FUver I >“ «""*»% »" ™y p^ 

fix ed the boundary aloug that Kıver. 


“I had argued with him that smce he tvas gjvtng the »hole of Bara,e, Sub . 
divisiotı to West Bengal for the beneht of Calcutta, he should, on 
considerations, give u, jalpaiguri and catchment arca of the Teesta R iver ln 
the interest of the integrity ol the rtver System of East Bengal. He ditl „„ t 
agree to this suggestion. 


“With regard to Sylhet and Cacltar, the position was, as 1 had argued vvith 
him at Delhi, that Karmıganj and Badarpur areas of Sylhet were Muslim- 
maioritv areas and there were three Hindu-majority Thanas to the south 
of the m adjoining the East Bengal border. These Thanas vvere hovvever, 
completely surrounded by Muslim-majority areas and I contended that they 
\vould conıe to us by geographical compulsion. I cJarified the situation 
b Y reference to maps which he had got prepared. Sir Cyril at that time 
made the remark: T don’t see any escape from this conclusion’. He 
was, therefore, evidently of the opinion that nıy contention was acceptable. 


mm ■ ;« 
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i 
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“With reoard to Cachar, I had contended that the Hailakandi sub-division 
vvhich adjoined the Sylhet district on the East, was a Muslim-majority area 
and should, therefore, be assigned to us. At that time he did not appear 
to be disinclined to accept this argument. 

“When the Award was announced, ho\vever, 1 was surprised to find that he 
had avvarded the Muslim-majority areas of Karimganj and Badarpur to 
Bharat and only allo\ved the three non-Muslim-majority Thanas to us in 
Sylhet, with a small surrounding area. Ele thus deprived us of a big chunk ot 
the Muslim-majority area and, further, he did not give us an inch ol land 
out ol Cacltar. To say the least, this was a most surprising and unfaiı decision. 

Wh« happened bchind ,he scenes, I an, unable to say, but you can draw 
your own conclusions.”* J J 


rea 

lııı 

foı 

Wf 



Radcîiffe M lengitîfin tK i s^ch ap t e r 'a 6 1 l MUnİr Rahman ’ S V ' eWS 

to retain the impression thatV, M ° "°İ Want lnterested cou , ntr ", 
strictly in accordance vvith the 1° ma ^ e his Avvard honestly and 
common decency. Let not a BriC f mentar y ^ a ws ol justice, equity o r 
or believe sincerely, that British'i ^ or in years to conıe, say, 

Let hirn not think that Radcliffe A UStice is a Kvays clean and unsulHed- 
of the sub-continent, tbat be treir^I^ an honest P a rt in the partition 
oi ctjualıty, that he gave to the Hindus^'k’ ms an d Hindus on a footing 
Mushms »hat belonged to th em . truly theirs and to the 

mt ° rc ^ Mountbatten entirely 


* HİS letter to me d ated September 2 -, 
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., b e to shift a part ot the blame from Raddiffe’s shoulders on m 

is eXCUS ®, f ° r a ]U f g !, 0 * 16 Hİ S h Court that he was 

ed by the Vıcerov to do tvKat he d,d. A judge, by the very 

^ lü C of t^ e word ’ meanS a P erson wbo remains a judge in ali 

nie3(1,n <tanc es ’ ab ° Ve feaT *’ Snfluence ° r P ressure - This is a view with 
cirCU rVam sure, no Britisher today will be able to differ and be will 
'*■ the role that Radcliffe played in making an unfair division of 
^ nvo majör Müslim Provinces of lndia. 

Anidea of the strong reaction of the Müslim intelligentsia to the 
Radcliffe Award can be formed from the statement issued by 
^atthe time of publication of the Avvard. 1 quote here an excerpt 
from the statement as it appeared in the Statesman of August 19, 

ı947 * 

‘‘The Award is abominable. İt violates the lundamental principles 
of contiguous majority areas. It isdevoid of justice and Muslıms have 
again been the sufterers’ ’. 

Mv reaction at the time was, without an element of doubt, the 
reaction of every politically-nıinded Muslini except, o course, t e 
handful of Congress stooges and ‘quislings’. The Britisher, knovvn 
for his abitity and integrity, had betrayed the Mus ım natıon, 
vreighed the scales heavily on the Indian side. 

So perverse was the Award that even Radcliffe himself seems to be 
conscious of the injustice he was committing, as is evi ent 
following passage in his report: “I anı conscious tıat t ere are g 
ma te criticisms to be made of it (boundary line), as o an) o er 
that might be chosen. 1 have hesitated long över tıose not mco 
s lderable areas east of the Sutlej river and in the ang e o te , 

^utlej rivers in which Müslim majorities are tound. But on t c ’ 

Haave come to the conclusion that it vvould be in the true ınte 
R either State to extend the territories ot the West Pııuja to a s P 
1 e far side of the Sutlej and that there are factors such as te 1 
| . ° n °f railvvay Communications and water Systems that oug t, 
l^tance, to displace the primary claims of contiguous majör 

Radcliffe’s unfairness and partiality for Hindu lndia is also pp _ 

^ •r» the ruling he gave on the different interpretations pu ^ ^ 

^v< rnrrVİ r Sİ ° n s terms °f reference in regard to Sylhet, name y, 

“ f «he Referendum in the District of Sylhet resultmg 
"»Igam.-aion evith Eastern Bengal, the Boundary Comm t the 
■ demareate the Müslim majority areas of Sylhet District and 
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vantigımus Müslim ımjority areas ol the adjoiningDistri t rl 

ts ol the Commission took t-u C . S °^A 


Tho Müslim members or the Commission took the v 
Commission hul beon given «mthodty to dettch from^ 



■- ssam’’ 

wt 


i'/u fer' 
L/ıt’ 


^ ** Ö j ironi Ass L UÇ V l" 

utı.vh M F«t Bctg.ıl any Muslini ımjority areas of any part * m f 4 ^ to R> V 

that coul.l İv described «ıs contiguous to East Bengal, since ? Ass «m y ! ,„t 

struod the «.mis "the adjoining Districts of Assam" as m „ a ey c °n- « lop' 1 ’ e s 


Districts of Assam that adjoined E«ıst Bengal. The Hindu 


n ^emb 


ers 


held that the Commission’s power of detaching areas f r0 m Ass 
trans lerring t hem to East Bengal was limited to the District ofs^^l 


.. r* - JLL (JJ NylL 

and contiguous Müslim majority areas (if any) of other Districts of 
Assam t hat adjoined Sylhet. Radcliffe upheld the Hindu members’ 
vie\\ \\hich severely restricted the scope of reference to the Conımis 
sion resulting in loss to East Bengal ol the contiguous areas of Muslini 
majoritA in Assam. 


Lord Mountbatten’s dubious conduct in regard to the announce- 
ment of the Boundary Award given by Sir Cyril Radcliffe vvas inspired 
b) bis animus against the Muslims and Pakistan. It was, to sav the 
İcas», umvorthy of a scion of the British aristocracy. Both Carnpbell- 
Johnsoıı, Mountbatten’s Press Attache, and Leonard Mosley have 
testitıed that Radcliffe signed the Boundary Award on August 8 and 
submitted it the next day to Lord Mountbatten who,.bowever, did not 
announce it till after lndependence Day. It has now come to light 
t tat t u CoN ci nor ol the Pıınjab, Sir Evan Jenkins, left behind a sketeh- 
map mıııı ) hini on the hasis of confidential information communi- 
p; '°ı '”io ,er the secra phoııe by Sir George Abell, the Viceroy’s 
shovT h : Vate Se " etar y- before lndependence Day. The map 
boundarv. e Th°i'' nS ° lr ° z F ,ur anc l Zira on the Pakistan side of the 

member of the CommUstTn' b 'I Mohammed Munİr ’ , a 

was sıll,s aü£fl ^ v 


towııs had ^ been aıvarded to India.. The 
Muslim-nujnriEy -pr—- — - l< -' e L _ a nd vvere contiguous to oth er 

perioffThere are stronthe intervenifig 

Mountbatten 

davy'Award tiîu'fmr'î "t Withhold hlg Ihe ^ Cate g° rİCa11 ^ me * - 

uuences lf H ‘ ı llcle pendet\ce m r nnoun cement of the Boun- 

a s it should have 'bee! ^ been made ^h ^î f ° disastrous conse- 
administrative measure ’ i-* 1 , NVOlll d hav e ° bıdependence Day, 

Sikhs of the border areas to e take n and f Q tİ U P OSsi ble for proper 
of seçurity. ^ m ° v e to Zones G f ^r_ e Musl inı S , Hindus and 


et - v «’.th sonıe assııraııce 
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HADÇUFPE s betrayal & SIKHS 


£k 5ââ : ';!! , is !f Y to 1 hav , e ““ en İ°y • PİeceYThe 

- l to hAVC İt at ali . He thought that, mauled and cut-up as 
K>‘« “ ıa ° 'Ij >vaS better lor us to enjoy freedom in the areas allocated to 
; Vol . un der the yoke of slavery in a united India ruled by the 
^ n( j t j ıe Qaid \vas right, a hundred times right, as subsequent 
llllU '| U " ents have, time and again, proven. Anyone vvho thinks 
‘k'° °1 m ‘ t | ut | ıe agreed to Partition in the manner it was carried 
i,u K ’J ıat ] H , ^ ave up Calcutta without a hard and persistent try, is 
0 "||' nusuken or misguidtd. The British vvere so disposcd and poised 
Tuhev wanted an excuse to hand över a united India to the Hindu 
luıoritv and quit. The Labour Government in Britain, for certain, 
.. *’ onposed to Partition because of its bias for the Hindus and also 
because it considered Partition to be detrimental to Br.tısh ınterests. 
Until the Ust, Mr. Attlee's Government resısted Patt.t.on as Y 
Attl,-e himself testified in his reply to a question put to hım by his r- 
mer Press Secretary, Francis Williams, in a TV intervıevv on 
t, ı, s9 , as follovvs: “We would have preferred a united In . 
tould not get it, thougb we tried hard 1 

When Partition became inevitable and i-namenMheP^ident axd 
, nıembers of the Working Commıttee o te u ^ Jn Ben g a ] } 

' confronted with a situation created by one Min i ster ofBengal. 

,H, S. Suhrawardy, vvho was at ‘he time Bengal which ran 

Be sponsored the idea of a united an ın ,Tf^ stan Xo our thinking, 

; counter to the Müslim League’s notıon o ^ the Hin du Maha- 

"as a clever trap laid by the w i ) on & rom ising the Muslims of > 
ı s abha to inveigle Subravvardy into with most of the plums 

i bengal the moon coupled with mdk an 1 > ^ was called upon 

\f ofhce thrown in for gocd measure. romantic scheme as it 

ll) y the Qaid to desıst from sponsonng u cause . Th J reu P°" 

"otıld be a suicidal move and harm 0 bvious that ıf such 

H dropped the grandiose plan. To u ^ constituted a small 

P'an Ye accepted, «he Mu^uus ; r of Y£ ymoon i n g, ^ ct-hedj^ 
P^jority wouid, after a short perıo f or hiscoric^ reJ ’ t j ıev 

nvallovved by the +6per çent Hmdus wh^, Jndia , s backmg^ J 

tducatiooally and economica y * v t K, through tem a gony, 

»ould grind down the Muslims hrst gen ^ ^ MuS |,ms bu g 
thrihery, then mercilessly, creat.ng notlung 


““uer Y , then mercilerv, — — <? , . 

e Conomic annihilation and quasi 

y f 




Times of India. April ıo, .960. 
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Mr Suhraavardy was undoubtedly a good organiser and t* ^ 
Mı. iU1 J , _*-rv t-lıp bıııldıng ot the Müslim . 


. - fi contribution to the buıldmg of the Müslim League moye 

a sıgmhcan c since he has in his memo.rs, which I understand 

ment m Bcng. • bUcltion; dealt with his project of a united a „d 
are m couıse r amcomp elled to refer to it ağam to keep therecord 

S0Ve tf The >nöst significant point vvhich emergcs from his writi n g 
straıght. in t> Mr Suhrawardy would have us believe, it was 

0n t h K Oaid-e C -Âzam’s’ knovvledge and permission that he conducted 
wıth Qaıa e Sarat Chandra Bose ot Bengal. To my know- 

negotiatıons " 1 1 . suppor ted by anything on record anyvvhere. 

ledge, thıs con j 0 f mos t of the All-India Müslim League 

Again, durıng ta ^ , esDecially during the lifetime of Mr. 

Workmg Commıttee men ’piazimuddin, Mr. Suhrawardy, when 
Uaqat AH Khan and Khw», N z mudd ieclaring 

criticised by the former, d.d not“ c handra Bose and his friend! 

in public that his negotiatıons wıth Sarat ^nanar 

had the blessings of the Qaid-e-Azam. 


tfUfV* . vv 4 
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‘ #s ^ 
he ? 1 1 
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bh 1 t0 
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jhtbe appr° 


Mr Suhrawardy is unkind and unfair to the Qaid when he records 
Mr. iunrawaruy R-Mcliffe in advance and nothıng 

that “he accepted the verdıct ot Radc • th posi . 

couid be done about it”. This is a strange way of puttıngthe M» 
tion. What he means by the words ‘m advance ıs aı 
The appointment of Sir Cyril Radcliffe as C aırman o League 

Commissions was agreed to by both the Congress and the League 
and it av as part of the Partition Plan that the Commıssıo 
demarcate the boundaries. The two parties, the Congress and 
Müslim League, who had approved the Plan undertook to accep 
hndings of the Commissions. Were it not so, the vvhole i ea o ^ 
appointment of the Commissions woııld he reduced to absıırdıt). 

f l r . -..nr r 1 v .î 1 _ A MllSUm 


İ » Cabb 


rıders and ass> 
U tair deal. 
:\vıs even p 
:kir own witl 
ponomous i 


No less î 

%iniscence: 
*t of 1 Sil 
'; fe meçtin 

“itte 


appointment ot the Commissions vvould he reuucea h^ u,u j . 

the case of sharp difference of opinion between the Hindu and Mus ırn ) e 

members, it \vas naturallv for tbe Chairman to aive his verdict whic p 1 Unah 1 


me case uı snarp amereııce ol opımon Deıween ıııc ıımuu *•- _ 

members, it \vas naturally for tbe Chairman to give his verdict \vhıc 

had to be accepted by both the parties. What alternative had an 

honourable gentleman like the Qaid but to honour his undertakmg 

to accept the Award? 1 have always said, and w ili continue to impress, 

that the Qaıd was above ali else, an honourable gentleman and a clean 

polıtıcıan. And he had no resnert ı i-«-;rdıns ot 

othervvise. r esp ec t tor unclean men, polıtıcians 


, ls Plan. 
'«C Jr 
ts in 

W 


X 




att^^07^1^ ™ 1İS ° -cessitated by the suicidal 

Conference vvhich met under Lnr 1 vo' r r °^ e during the First Sim a 

talks vvhich preceded the Mountbatten''n' T iunG 2 X I94Î* ancl thC 
are novv a part of history. H 0w they 0 eclarat 'on of June 3 , 1947* 
and how their leaders acted as stooges 130 !-^ 0 ^ the Cr eation of Pakistan 
everyhody. The game they were persuaded Cora ?^ss is knovvn to 
creatıon of Pakistan impossible or to p „ V°P'ay‘ was to make the 

° rth their absürd denıand 


b W 

V' fc 

S*#* 


^ , M 




( Hi 


1 \ 


Scanned by CamScanner 









I if Pakistan was to be conceded to th e Müslim nation 

I 3 Sik hStatt | e of contiguous areas of Müslim majority. The Sikhs 
■ '(he P rİnC 'f tu te a majority contiguous area. It must be said, how- 
ZyP? . we re not alone in the game they were being made to 
f Lr, tlıat , „, er e some otber stooges oi the Britis'h and Hindus; a 
\’l AfBfMuslims and some members of Scheduled Caste were also 

‘ /.rtle öf ' , , «..avont- rh^ hirf-ı of Pakistan 

'V. ■ 


■ ’ îiıup lc °'. IV level best to prevent the birth of Pakistan 

joing tbe " 


\ .* 
4 


M 

'!İ-. 




uv 


./ 


/i 
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s during this critical period that the Qaid-e-Azam endeav- 
Br, was best to persuade the Sikhs to see reason, not to press for a 
Sr te but to join hands with the Muslims and share their gocd 
" n { , f„rtune. He guaranteed them ali the frecdom that they wanted 
L ure d them a life free from fear of overlordshıp, a life of peace 
"j-rosperitv. But they refused to see reason and accept the han o 
SS which was being offered to them on behalf of the Muslims. 
With the P approach of Indeperdence, Liaqat Ali Khan had several talks 
with his Cabinet colleague, Baldev Singh. Mr. Jinna met ı 
leaders and assured them that if they joined us, they would rece.ve a 
vervfair deal. In the later stages, i.e., on the eve of Independence 
he tvas even prepared to concede to the Sikhs a sma ome a ?, , 
their own \vithin the borders of West Pakistan vvherein they cou 
autonomous in the day-to-day life and administration ol the State. 

No less a person than the Maharajah an 

teminiscences published in 1959 th at he Q account 

offet of a Sikh State about the time of h-tmom Gtvıng^n 3000 ^^ 

°fhis meeting with the Qıid-e-Azam at a lnn ^§ „ m de by 

b«ten, the Maharajah says: "Talks started and ^ 

Mr. Jinnah for practicallv everything un e ^ based on the idea 
to his plan. There were two aspectb-— -onew ^ nı i nu s oneor two 

hâjasthan and the other one for a Sı < t a ( coU iJ no t accept either 
^istricts in the south. I told Mr. Jinna s p ec l by Mr. Jmnah to 

of his two proposals. Two days later, w «■. / at his residence 

tea Jth him. 1 accepted aıad wcn t Ali Khan carne 
i" New Delhi. After about hal an hou. M. ^ ^ had 

an d discussions began very muC 1 , nnc hanged in our vie^ 

hvo nights before S We again p-' ted .unctag^ the criricsm d 

, »Khiased observer, therefore, wo “'^ ‘ g re an d conciliate the - 
: Müslim League d »el nothing to r w ith the snpp ort 

. , a other Sikh leaders, Hated^^ h^nto 

B Master Tara Singh an Q f the Congress, 

; °f the Hindu and Sikh followers ol 


■ 


2 Quuted in Ja™ 


il-ud-Din Ahmad’s 


Final Phasc of 


,lc for Pakistan. 
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I ıvtusctl to see uh»t «\ppc.\r ed io h< oh v t< 

( -m sun. l’bev nvouUI ha\v no inn k vvlth the Musl'inl ? ' ,Ur 
nor did they "'*«* * s,we in Pakistan. Thev . m, -*®gta 

of opcnh a«cWing 'hav. «hey »w hasically Hindu». I cjuot* {r £* 
repo, t whi. li appeared in the Hlmlmtan Jioim ol Ncw IVIhi „„ M " f 
jftii; “Sikhs are mudi botter organised and ımıch better am. 


3» * ı .1 i . mecl 

than the Muslims. lor some time novv they have been preparing f 01 . 
ir. Higher British ofticials ol the l’unjab Government told nıe that if 


t' 




thev hav e to face a similar movement İroni the Sikhs, they would have 
four times more trouble. H any suclı movement began, it would 

develop quickly into communal rioting-” And, before long, 

the movement started by the Sikhs clicl develop into ‘communal 
riotinT On the eve of Partition, they vvorked hand in glove with 
the Hindu Congress to yield as little as possible both in territory and 
in assets to Pakistan. 


th e 


t he 
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jO 1 
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[rfi 
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Qaid-e-Azam told me: “The Sikhs are not in their senses. By 
their umvise attitude they are applying the axe to their o\vn shins. 
Wait and see what happens after Hindu India and Müslim Indıa 
become tvvo independent nations. The Hindus, önce they are com- 
fortablv settled down, will turn on the Sikhs and it will only be a 
matter of time before they cease to be an important, separate and 
influential community. The Sikhs will then rue the day but it \vill 
be too late.” 
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The Qaid died on September 11, 1948. Hovv r propbetic were his 
wordsî İn the early years of Independence, the Congress-Sikb honey- 
moon was just too lovely to deseribe. But sometime thereafter, 
sprang misunderstanding and suspicion on the part of the Master 
Sabeb and bis followers. The Sikh, not too fanıed in the sub _ continent 
for foresight, began to öpen his eyes wide and use his brains to app> e 
ciate what he had let himself in for; how he had, with his own hands, 
axed h.s two legs. But it was too late. The Sikh dream of freedom 
opportunity with the Indian Hindu did not come to 

sis;; ** for *«»— pr ;; 

beiııg rec.gniwd i! the re-. ! <rC0llOmic «n'ert'.t, 'Vl'h , 

people on the wrono pat b at . aı }8 ua S e * Leade rs who led thei 

today, loudest in their DrnJ , Cntlca juneture in their historV ai' e > 

P test a § ai ‘^ diserimination. 
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f-T£R the acceptance n f 

L " by the Musli m i _ ' the Mountbatten pi c t 
, f assets and liabilities hS** ^ tlle Congress İh ° "ı* r 3 ’, ' 947, 

.. Parti O on Council Was Set and India was undertaken Z 

attempt at strangulating Pakistan w hX ' njL,stlce an d the deliberate 
tacit support from Lord MountbS™ w Hindus aimed at ’ received 
legitımate share. In everv division f 6 § ot . much less than our 
share to which she was entitled Th aSSetS> Int * la § ot more than the 
that Mountbatten’s attitude was theTeV.l/ Certal , n circles 

to appoint him as the joint Governor-General oî“pakisuntiAlnd"' 

It is often heard that Oaid-e-A^ı™ „„ ı „ . 

Mountbatten as the hrst Governor-General of Pakistan and fail in line 
\vith the Indian decision to do so. I can categorically state that at 
no time was such a proposal discussed in the Working Committee 
nor was it discussed in conversations with the Qaid’s confidants. 
Knowing the Qaid as we did, it is difhcult to believe that he could 
have considercd such a proposal. The reasons are as follows: 

(i) We vvanted to be separatcd from India; we \vanted to be a 
s ^parate sovereign State. In view ol this glaring tact, how could we 
W accepted a common Governor-General, something unprecedented 
'"history? What need was there for the Qaid to give an impressıon 
Ae world that the Partition ol India vvas just a temporarv phase ın 
î e ^ st °ry of Muslim India and that ere long India and Pakistan jou 
e a g a in united and that Lord Mountbatten was there to st j*y 

yolingoff” period and to undo the Partition to wh.chhe*». 
° rdm g to his own confession, opposed from the very g § 

( \ u kpen chosen? 

He s G of ali persons, should Mountbatten ave ^ heavily 

k ed ^long, lack of sympathy for us an ^ ^ an d his 

Wf ' an^ f f V0Ur of p andit Nehru who was a close r ., e behind 

r °m whom Lord Mountbatten acceptc b 
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QAID-t"^ 


262 , so foolish as to accept Mount- 

Coscd doors. W ;;^ V o e r .Ge V neral vvith his background of prejudice 
batten as Jo'nt ° 

against us . d WQUİ d have accepte(l 

/,) Was it possible to ‘^‘"^.General’s first Prime Minister? 
j h i m a s the Cıoven , , refused to joın the 

service un e a nd ambıtıon, ? ^y ou |d he have declined 

" thİS rSveİent of indi» ? a Mm.ster^ ^ ^ ^ 

llU,; " 1 ’ 1 f p r i m e Minıstershıp o wou ld not. If he were 

he not r sought 

rn ambitious man m *e na row H e was not the average 

Office and traded ■>“ hi he r and his sentiments nobler. 

man in this respect. His aım 

r j jihe Lord Mountbatten 
( 4 ) Under a common GoV ^'X relations betvveen the Congress 
it \vas inevitable, keepmg ın vıe „ have been confronted on almost 

and the Müslim League, that be ^ two Cabinets, the İndıan 

every issue with conflıctıng ady by^ p akistan . Cabinet another- 
Cabinet urging hım to actone \\ ) f re quentlv led to crisıs. It ıs 

an anomalous posıtıon v\ ıc ' Mountbatten vvould have pre- 

obvious vvhich Cabinet s a v ^ r _Oneral he would have spent 
ferred. Moreover, as Joınt Governo wou ld have 

less time in Karachi than in Delh,. ffi the latte, Mr Nehfu 

° ne can easii >' >™r e 

these circumstances Pakistan’a interests svû u 1 d uldha^e been 

iudiced, in fact her very cxistence as a separate entıt) r n v _ 

jeopardised. Even a British svriter, lan Stephens expreaes the »o1^ 
in/view: “As early as June some Leaguers had come to sus P ec , 
Lord Mountbatten in his dual role would sub-conscıous y or ^ 

wise, load the dice against Pakistan because of the irıendsh p ^ 

formed vvith leading Hindus . l Thus, he could not e ex P^ ren t 
look after the interests of a country vvhose very creation was a ^ 

to him. A Britisher as joint Governor-General vvould have P rü - ,e ^. c j 1 
the image of one İndia and ot Pakistan as a British dependencv 
would have vvorked to its serious detriment. 

The events vvhich fotlovvecl in the vvake of the creation ol Pakis 
completely vindicated the choice of the Qaid-e-Azam as Go '^ d(;)Ug 
General. Never vvas a State brought into being under nıore un P rt> P rs - t y 
circumstances and never di d a people face greater danger and a 
They vvould have broken dovvn under the vvell-planned blovvs aı 


1 lan Stephens: Pakistan 
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, . ıuıl tlıerf. w.ıs the Öaid-e-Azam to 

11^‘ ı ?y ı 1 * 1 1 * 

11X1*" rîh İd» Invlnclblo !•» 


il. c 


mııagc and determination. 


jt i^ , ı0 , t h<‘ m ' Nİ, | ılıM'olc 1 oxample rallled the people and revived 
'taç cal> c\ Mu-e Icadl ııg to concerted and dedicated efforts 

iVom eoIIapse and paved the vvay lor its consoli- 

.lı.'ii . pAıstan m 


5 1 /^a 

, umlll nivciı I İllisi t his idle and nonsensical talk 
ı t reasuın k, ’ * . 

Indf'V" ^ovcrnor•Cİeneralship heing olfered to Mountbatten 

^ (,o burîocl. 


«ı 


, . int w |,ich dcmands attention for clearance concerns 

l lu-*» acceptance of the date of transfer of power on ı 4 th 

ı""a Âuaust, .447- Tlıis near date was, in fact, forced upon us 

AIH* I ı ı» . m pn t /A 1 A M i"i 11 ı/PC T Ali 


fc V» HobsoVs choiee. The Qaid and our representatives, Liaqat Ali 
Klun and Abdın* Rab Nishtar at their respective leveis, endeavoured 
their utmost to İıave the date of transfer delayed. We pleaded that the 
tinıc betsveen ]une 3 and Aııgııst 1 ç was too short lor such a transfer 
»ftinvolved nıany prohlems, some of them of gigantic proportions, 
which had to be solved before the transfer could be properly effected. 
\ tair and equitable distribution of assets had to be made. The defence 
lorces \\ith their armour ete., had to be correctly divided and given 
time to be posted in their respective countries. Besides tlıese, a hoşt 
ol other important matters had to be settled to the satisiaction of both 
successor States. But we were presented by Lord Mountbatten and 
his otficers with just one ansvver and that was: “Sorry, one of the 
essential points of the Plan is the transfer of povver on August 1 ç. On 
* s ’ there can be no change of mind”. 


offi •^ at AVaS un derlying reason for this stubbornness is not 
y known but One. ran hnvarrl n «hrpwri mıpss I nrrl Mountbatten 


'vas'^ / ^ nown kut one ca n hazard a shrewd guess. Lord Mountbatten 
Vv ith wlf a f, Qe Wİt ^ h^dia’s Pandit Nehru. They had planned a campaign 
bv ,^ the y e xpected to win majör victories on the Partition front 


b v ” 7 ; ^pceeea to wın majör victories on tne rarcıuon ırunt 

'^ich' n ^ ,^ a ^ lstan no time to organise herself and her Government 
civil ^ t0 ass enabled in bits and pieces from the Muslini 

nıı itary servants spread ali över the sub-continent . 2 


TK 

° n the viabilil U P i a ^ ?PP eared to be in line vvith G.D. Birla’s writing 


ue viaKıl* —rr Vttluc uı » ıi1 ^ wıuı vj.^. o 

^ as puhlishe^ Pa ^* stan w hich was given the widest publicity and 



soıııe nıonths before June 3, 1947 - 


uth ( |'* S [ re fusaİ to ?/ NloUn 1 tbatten whic h convinceılusthat he coııld not be Pakistan s 

f Slt * e of 0ur b tbe assets of thc nineteen Ordnance factories ali situated on th 

and of the Bengal Güvernment’s well-equipped press. 
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r the nuestion of Pakistan’s viability was n< > 

The thinking on t 1 , nt c ircles. The aim of thelndian Cong^f 
^^VrentTn British CtON t rnn ı j ı t . immediately after lndependenrt 
as 


^ rirctes. ıı^ tu,uvı ^ ^uuyress 

^ G ° Vt ; n disorder immcdiately after Independenee 
Was to create as muc ' ^ brin ging to an early end the freshly 

as possible as ıt w0U ‘ d kjs \. an The Indian Government held back 
bam Müslim State ot « 1 Reserve Bank of India amounting to 

the assets ot Pakistan u t h r0 ttled our newly launched State. 

TSt. -atsız Krtr: 

Ivor^ about^releasing P^kistan’s share of the cash balances. 


r ,, oA lw t u e exodus, unparalleled in history, 
The mass kılhngs İo\\ow ) cp ect on our people and our 

fromboth countries, also ha a pata ) S ith the most inhuman 

Government. Was Bir la s prophecy,«cutc^ ^ ^ 

weapons ot an undeclared waı > WO uld. But they forgot in 

certainly av ished hard and prayed that it J ould - J ? who S 
their intoxication, the exi»tence °f he Supen > ^ ^ 

sides ever the destrny of ntanbnd. HeM not from 

in her designs—and she dıd n • , t Ajj a h has not had to 

the terrible crisis foisted upon her and th n ’ k pastan at 

look back again. The İndia-Mountbatten plan — 
its birth and to re-absorb her into India faıled dısmally. 


I shall end this chapter by narratmg an ınterestıng ,t n Cric ket 
took place in the summer ot I 9 S 2 at London, w en “ mo ther 

team visited England to play a series of test matehes vvtth t^ ^ ^ a 
country”. As was customary, the hosts ınvıted th g! „ t , 

luneheon soon after its arrival. Prominent crıcketers, pa P f the 
along vvith otlıer dignitaries ineluding the H.gh Comm.ss.one 
Commonwealth countries were also invıted to the func 


At this luneheon, 1 was seated next to Lord Louis r baps o n 
at the high table. I needed no introduetion to him an >^P exchan ge 
glancing at mv card he also recollected who 1 was. Arter t # a t 

of a few pleasantries, he started talking on the MuS ^ hein in th» 
Partition time and of the great service he had ren er ^ sa jj that ^ 
creation of their homeland. Amongst otlıer things, e s jviusH 1119 
had helped the Mııslims greatly and had it not been ° r ' \ e >vas a 
would ha ve got little or nothiııg. He went on to say et heyh*® 
şort of persona non grata with the Mııslims ol Pakistan € had not d»” 6 ; 
suspected hım ot doıng ınjury to their cause, vvhıch I ^ sa ıd, •> 
Wls ün Mcfnm, ic writfpn after tenmers have cooled dov'i , A vou' c 


suspected hım or doıng ınjury ıo men cause, w.* - sa ıa. J 

When history is vvritten after tempers have cooleddo w m ^ ^ v0l ,lc 
would occupy a place which will do his memoıy ı° n sa jd 
be blessed by Pakistanis ol the conıing generatioııs. 
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quote: “After a hundred years, the Muslims of Pakistan wilJ bless 
n ıe and my memory for the service I have rendered them”. My 
rcply was brief. I said: “Lord Mountbatten, permit me to teli you 
that yon are being over-optinıistic. We Pakistanis have a legitimate 
grouse against you which the coming generations too will never forget 
or forgive. You have done us grave injury”. 

These words were enough to make him shut up like a elam. Al- 
thouçh several courses followed our conversation, not one word was 
lurther exchanged betvveen us. I consıdered it immoral on my part 
to remain silent and let Lord Mountbatten, the great Sea Lord, get 
avvay with what he had said. 


In later years, at the time when Mr. Iskander Mirza was President 
°1 Pakistan, an attempt was nıade to \velcome Mountbatten on our 
s Wes. The National Reconstruction Movement, of which I was an 
âct i\e executive, moved cjuickly in the matter and, \vithin a week, 
^unted such agitation in the city of Karachi and elsewhere that our 
r esu p ; rn î nent to, on a lean pretext, withdraw its invitalion. As a 
^rnbar ° r< ^ ^ ount katten did not step on our soil and saved himseli 
ss ment and our country bloodshed. 
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Çome Hnes on 

J inappropriate m 


» >. foreign policy should not be 

• Qa t 'ht e book m ' Until le gained our independence 

inappropriate m this do whic h was: frıendshıp wıth 

we adhered to Müslim Leagı p ^ was later e xpanded to 
ali the Müslim natıons o mtions D f the world and want no 

; P ;„d,r.dev« l oped n.tion |u« b.rn «,h 
enmity wıth any . As ı a fFord the luxury of sıdıng 

countless problems to tackle, we could not a ^ ^ other / The Qai jj 

with this power or t hat noı wı Q f USA in February, 

observed in his broadcast talk to the people o j 

1948 : 

“Our foreion policv is one of friendlmess and goodwill towards ali the nat.ons 
of 3 P we do no. cherish aggressive designs against any country 

or nation. We believe in the pr.ncıple of honesty and aır p aş 1 
and intemational dealings, and are prepared to make our contrıbut o 
to the promotion of peace and prosperity among the natıons of the wor d 
Pakistan will never be found lacking in extending its materıal and mora 
support to the oppressed and suppressed peoples ot the worlci and in uphoJdıng 
the principles of the United Nations Charter 

He did not live long enough to forge this policy and to make it 
strong enough to resist pressures from within and without. For some 
years his policy was pursued and then abandoned in favour of one 
camp because it carried aid, militarv and civil. These were the years 
commencing 19^5^ uptil mid-1962, when a change became perceptible. 
Since then, much to the satisfaction of patriots and believers in the 
Qaid s wisdom, our policy has slowly but surely veered round to the 

days of the Qaid and to the first four years after his demişe. We uovv 

Setv friendship with nations who are not our enemies, be they 
non-Communıst or Communist, and do ali we can in trying hard to 
persuade our enemies to like us. So far, much to our re^ret, the res- 
thlnT beCn fliSCOUra 2 in §- fııct, hostility and land-grabbing shoW 

four-sonJ C ° Unt . enance at ever )' turn compelling us at long last to stand 
S re and meet the threat and challenge with deternaınatıon 
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tO 


ın d complete calm. This attitude of the n rPSP nf r> -j 
. v to the soul of the Father of our notion for [ 1m ' eS ’^ ent ı y ıust give 
Lye acted in similar fashion, had Allah spared him H T*' ^ 7 ^ 
;,|ed a halt to Indian designs Indian expa„sionism in territorie wh ich 
L ou», and to Indian threats. A halt had to be called and the tpine 
hss reactions ol some ot our past governments had to end and there 
as no better time than the present to say: “Stop your bullying w e 
cannot stand it any more . 

I vvas intimately connected with the Kashmir dispute, particularly 
jts early stages when 1 was deputy to Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan 
m 1 jt vvas first brought to the Security Council of the United 
'' 6 ns bv India in early January, 1948. This dispute \vhich has so long 
^ ‘ ed unresolved clue entirely to India’s unreasonableness, is a 
^b'ect every adolescent and adult of our country knows only too 
SU /^Government’ s and UN records are bursting at che seams on 
" e j^hjeet. Besides, several books have been written on the dispute. 

I ^uld not be an exaggeration to say that hundreds and thousands 
fmıms of paper have been expanded and millions of words uttered 
İd ûritten in our country and elsevvhere on this regrettable and 
unending dispute. So I shall deal with only a few letters written at the 
time to my Governor-General, Qaid-e-Azam, from Nevv York and 
Washin«on concerning the dispute particularly during the perıod 
when the situation suddenly, and for no reason, began to assume an 
ugly shape for us in the Security Council. The relevant excerpts 
from my letters of February 7, 1948, March 27, 1948, April 20, 1948 
and May 19, 1948, are reproduced below: 


My dear Qaid-e-Azanı: 


New York 
February 7, 1948 


1 must pray your forgiveness for my unusually long silence. The 
<l “ esti 0Q °f Kashmir has kept us ali both \vorried and busy. By God s 
^ ^' s ^P> we bave done very well so 1ar, and in spite of 

s ° y Cötltl mıed eftort to get her ovvn way, she has not succeeded in doing 
directcd^ ecurı ty Council adjourned until Monday aftemoon and 
to ^ r ' n 2 ab Plesİ( ^ ent t0 cnntinue the efforts ol the President of last month 
at the 2 3 Set ^ emen,: by negotiation betvveen, the two parties. We 
ll0tl P re pared °u ^§‘ an Delegation last evening and a draft resolu- 
by ; Pres id e nt and Raporteur, based on the opinions ex- 

feaf S l )ü ^et\ ) Was a nıembers ol the Security Council who have so 
^ parti Cu l ar ? C p 0 Us ' usua lı this Resolution along with the 
'^Pur^ ^ St n '?b.t ^ r btdian Delegation, have been cabled to Gov- 
qP° Sc ql c ı ar jü Cat XCe f )t ^ or or two minör alterations solely for 
P 1 as wamj A y n ’ c ons i der the Resolution lair and reasonable. 

S ar declined to accept it because, according tu 
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' ı • ts and allegations uatackled. He, however, 

, ( t India’s main con^*™ ReSü l u tion to his Government and 

him, lt to commU nicate the on Monday morning. The 

un dertoo er direC tions. ^ , e f 0 re, been postponed untıl Tuesday. 

ask for , Security Councıl has, rt j nat ed Zafrullah Khan drew the 

mee ‘L" g |° e last nigbt’s conference tern to hold a plebiscite 

Jw' bel ° fH Prefident.othereport .h • mm ^ ^ wouU 

attentıott of .he < ^ Wm that ,f such an acUoo ^ Mr 

£ onTnıore obs.acle in thejay » "^8 ^ he would ask his Govern- 

G 0 palaswami A^angar aşsured ^ ^ questio n too „as m a way, 

2. not to proceed mth ,Ke P nd discll ssions are proceedmg makes 

Zb indice. The way that nego.ta. o ^ for another ,wo ot three 

“ e feel that we »hail hwe “ ”* sho uting that the matter ts of «tren» 

weeksatthevcryleast. İn ta f shou ] d ac t without delay. At thesame 

mvency and that the Security Cou entire delay. Long and 

time, she is solely and "^f^f'oTthe Council on the slightest pretetct. 

change from the atti,ude orig y en 

up by Indiâ- 



The other evening, we ^ the resul. 

t^^^r^r^toshteds. 


I am enclosing a letter addressed to you by Mr Arn ^ o B ^“^c 
I m us t give full credit to the Church World Service, Inc., 
and are doing so much for Pakistan relief. 


I trust this letter finds you in the best of health. Wıth regards t 
Miss Jinnah and yourself, Y(mrs yery sinc erel y> 

s d/- HASSAN 


The above letter vvas acknowledged on the 17th March on e a 
of the Qaid-e-Azam by Mr. S. M. Yusuf, his Private Secretary, 
the remark that the Qaid-e-Azam would be glad if I \vrote to 
regularly and kept him informed of the developments in the 
the Kashmir issue and other important matters. 


On the 27th of March, I addressed the Qaid-e-Azam as und 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 

The sudden turn of events at Lake Success must have shocked vou. 
In spite of what Attlee told Zafrullah Khan in London, I did not think tw 
the UK would dare to commit such a volte face. She has, however, on 
ıt and has managed to talk the USA, France, Canada and Belgium into follovvi g 
su.t Ch.na,* who from the outset pulled in favour of India, served as 
exce ent tool. It is no longer a secret in spite of the earlier den'' 1 


* Chiang Kai-shek’s China. 
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Rr itain that the Chmese resolution novv before tKe Security Council 
I rfact sponsored by Bntaın and approved of by the USA. 

You have been kept fully posted with the day-to-day developments 
ur end. No eft'ort is being spared by Zafrullah Khan to retrieve the 
31 uion. Everything is being done and wij] be done to secure a fair and 
P 0 s t settİement and any proposals that fail short of it, will, of course, be 

resisted. 

Zafrullah Khan and I feel that at the present critical stage maximum 
,. e 0 n the UK and USA is necessary. İt will undoubtedly help imrne- 
P reS , * jf yoU C ontact the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 
^ throueh them convey to their respective Governments your reactions 
an , ^ reac tion of your Cabinet to the sudden and unvvarranted change in 
an .. an( j a ı so ma ke it clear that Pakistan wi 11 have nothing to do with a 
osal or recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
^°ease India, hovvever vvrong her stand rnay be. I anı convinced that threat 
id blackmail on the part of India gave Attlee cold feet. It is both urgent 
İnd necessary therefore that the UK and USA should be advised that we are 
deternıined not to swallow a pili that they are out to manufacture for us which 
pili, we know, mil cause us incalculable and irreparable injury which in 
honesty we do not deserve. Pressure from honıe will, I am sure, help 
Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


Very sincerely yours, 
sd/- HASSAN 

April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members of the Security 
Council came up for consideration on Saturday the 1 7th of April. These 
nations spoke in its support and France follovved süit. The meeting was 
s peechb the ışth. The proceedings commenced with a 

theC yGa P alaswami Ayyangar. İn his ninety minutes’ address he told 
men t ani* 1 sonıe °* the clauses werc vvholly unacceptable to his Govern- 
c hastised for^' 6 * ^ tter g neva nce of the fact that Pakistan had not been 
^Nimeshes a ^ a * n-St ^ er hiendıy neighbour in an unfriendly vvay”. 

tone and vv 6 0aSt ^ U ^T the provvcss of his country. It is clear from 
' ictor y iıtKash^ 5 ^t ^dia is absolutely confident of achieving amilitary 
İt seemsl 1 * next ^ evyr months, if not within the next fevv 

uÇ to move intoV Government believes that when the Indian Army 
th ît }l^ acl ^ 0r ces W i t j aSw *^ 8° through the territory now occupied 
of^ 6 CaSe a cutting butter. It is leamt here 

öİ ^ ea P ons » vehicles, ammunition and supplies have been 

of, ° Ve ^ to aJ. su bstaatial norti™ „( \ n Aı,' B ..,l Crt 


°ffe 


portion ol İndia’s mechanised army has also 
^ > ^ short, everything is ready for the launching 

"'ili H,| y ‘nac'h avvare of lndia^ re ^ Za< ^ Kashmir Government and its 
N e ! V f nt UaIlvlî° Stem such U S Can " İ 






.* th y tKe. 
nstvç j 


atre. 




io n. 


... au contemplated move and preparatlons have 

Mi*,(/ Ce ’ ave to b e settUn Vance - seems that the Kashmir dispute 
S a nı ‘litarv ( * n ^ as bmir and not al Lake Success atıd that 


**7 r everse, 


sn 
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•tıin that the Chinese resolution novv before the Security Council was 
( - «Donsored by Britain and approved of by the USA. 

in * acr * 

You have been kept fully posted with the day-to-day developments 
ant \ ısjo effort is being spared by Zafrullah Khan to retrie 


at o ur 


end. No elfort ıs oeıng sparea oy Zafrullah Khan to retrieve the 
Everything is being done and vvill be done to secure a fair and 
^settİeroent 'and any proposals that fal! short of it, will, of course, be 

Jesisted. 

f 11 h Khan and I feel that at the preseni critical stage maximum 
the UK and USA is necessary. It vvill undoubtedly help imrne- 
pressuıe con tact the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 
asurablyt ) co nvey to their respective Governments your reactions 

jn(1 h °eaction of your Cabinet to the sudden and unvvarranted change in 
I- 1 C ^ also rnake it clear that Pakistan vvill have nothing to do vvith a 
P ° ,CV Tor recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
pF ° P inrlb hovvever vvrong her stand may be. 1 anı convinced that threat 
SÜ onTblpar, oHndia gave Att.ee cold fee t . !. is both urgent 
„ tt ,. ssary (herefore that the UK and USA should be advised that we are 
determined not to s,vallow a pili that they are out to manufacture for us vvhich 
pili vve knovv, vvill cause us incalculable and irreparable ınjury vvhich m 
honesty vve do not deserve. Pressure from home vvill, I am sure, help 
Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


Very sincerely. yours, 
sd/- HASSAN 


Mv dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members of the Security 
Council canıe up for consideration on Saturday the 1 7tH of April. These 
’ x aıt ' orıs spoke in its support and France lollovved sııit. The meeting was 
* l ou ' ne( l until Monday the 191h. The proceedings commenced vvith a 
thec” ^ Gopalasvvami Ayyangar. In his ninety minutes’ address he told 
me nt°amT S ° me c ^ auses were vvholly unacceptable to his Govern- 
c hastised a . ^ tter g r| evance of the fact that Pakistan had not been 

At time;, hTs a ^ a * RSt Pler fr*endıy neighbour in an unfriendly vvay”. 

^ tone artd ToTl t ^ le P r °wess of his country. It is clear from 

'ktory j n ^ , r , s Irdia is absolutely confıdent of aclıieving amilitary 

^ s eems th W *l - ' n next f evv nıonths, if not vvithin the next fevv 

K d t(> ni0v e i nt V İS , G ° Vernmer 't beüeves that vvhen the Indian Army 

^ for ces m ' r ’ vvill go through the territory now occupiecl 

^to k' C l Uanti ^ es of vV 16 CaSe °* a ^ Pe cutt ing butter. It is learnt here 
bce n . ° ^ as H*t ean rt «e ~-i • . ' 


•C?’ llira ^a sub P ° n ' S - VePl * c ^ es » ammunition and suppHes have been 
4 it\aj 0r tw theatre^T*^ P ürt ‘ on oP hıdia’s mechanised army has also 
L^are f°J etlsiv e. r ’ 11 s ^ ort » ev erytKing is ready for the launching 

w ilL IUll y r, ud t yaWare of l acli S ? rt tPle ^zad Kashmir Government and its 
lT Steın s Uch an S Corıtem plated move and preparattons have 
%l ' 4 l.ic^T e to ^ settleTj seems tPıat tPıe Kashmir dispute 

ln 'litary revtu^ 11 f s lm ' r and not at Lake Success and that 


iv, 


'Oh 


fheı e cannot be any hope of her seeıng 
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to express an opinion, I would say that one of our 
lf I may ven u entrust ed with the whole-time duty of keeping the 
hest men shouid smoot hly and efficiently. I cannot think of a better 

Azad machine woi "a espons ibIe job than Mohamed Ali. My association 
man for this great ana ro p irresistible conclusion that he is not only a fine 

also MCeedi,,g ' y capab,e ' 


wı 

man 


. • Avvan?ar, Za.rullah took the floor. His speech 

After Go P alaSWam .^ent^performance. His reasoning was clear, his 
of two hours was a mag from t h e earlier speeches of the sponsors 

arguments unassaılable. ^ 4 how they had suddenly changed their 

of the “final resolutıon abo . to ma ke us accept vvhat they them- 

stand and how they wer ® , tQ be unfair and unjust. He made a clear 

Inalysis^of the g rİLlutionı ^ ^^ine nations before 

t s«-t ar'—-" ■—- 

the > representatives were unable to 
hardly a consolation for us 


reason. 

îor somc - - , 

to hide their discomfiture but that ıs 


Alter Zafrullah’s 'P^^.^^h/p^siden^and five other members 
grievance at the manner m w accowp li to the Security Councıl. 

supported by W PCl—ces it was just httile .o ask the 

He went on to say that m these their vie ws or to make concre e 

other members ot the Çout.c • P T he Pres ident immedıately 

suggestions for a fair and eq u ttab e setriement^ ^ of the other 

replied that ıt was neıt er ıs an d France, to create 

six members, Cl ma, Be gıum, an > > participation by the 

• -jortty to rush the «oto» £<&“ “ £“l»tj propo'sed that the 

::„: r rardTbatTbe dosed and fh« «he Counct. a, the nex. mee.ing constder 
the resolution, clause by clause. 


The Council will rneet on Wednesday the tıst and wıll decıde on 
rhe procedure and act on the decision that vvill be arnved at. 


, doubt ifany material change in the tesolution «iliI be effectedl.^h-dta 
by expressing displeasure and disapproval and by rejectrog re modi fication 
yesterday, has almost ccrtamly ınsured agamst any and her 

to the further detriment of her ınterest. ea - nee f urt her 

colleagues will not dare to sponsor or accept any change th 
incur the wrath of India. 


It is indeed a tragedy that justice, honesty and faır-play oC _ e ^' ta ble 
place in the so-called great orgarisation of the U N. İt is most reg ^ ^ 
that every question, in the final analysis, is judged on the st ren § bcfore 
parties to a dispute and not on the nıerits of the case that ıs broug 
it for decision. 


With kind regards, 




Very sincerely yours, 

HASSAN 
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May 19, i 94 8 


Mv dear Qaid- e - Aza 

• • * • Tlıe moıe I f 0 jj 

COn T^! th Y' Lilte Su«et";r ,0ni1 l>olitics and ,he nTOre 1 com. 

natıonal aftaırs, the La w G f the h< T greater grows my belief tlıat in inter- 
equitV, faır-play and leçality are J . n * e Ilo, ds unquestioned sway. Justice 
question or dispute is judged ftot . Words - Might is right and every 
eNpediency and povver politics. pj ^ *Î S nıerıts hut on the touch-stone of 
and he who gets hold of anvthino a d ■ ° * S Strorx § can - g et w bat he wants 
it in spite of the inecjuity and Illerallr 'fb 0ng enou gh to kecp it, retains 
j see the U N at work, the more I arri°- aCt ‘ As 1 llave said ’ ^ more 
this body to do justice is to exoect c °nc]usion that reliance on 

t0 relv on its own strength. I t i s , lm P osslble - Every nation will have 

: *• - 

dıırin^ the last fe\v months, seen the handl;,,, r . , „ “ ’ 

dur a r mnfpnt in„ t 1 " V of severa) cases, each of vvhich 

supports my contentıon. Take Kashmir, take Palestine. Ali principles of 

justice and legalily were sacr.ficed a. ,he altar of enpediency and povver 
pressure. Take ağam Czechoslovakia—the U N has not been able to do 
anvthing so far because the power behind the Czechs is Russia. Had there 
been a sınailer nation in the place of Russia, the outcome of the whole 
matter would have been difterent. . . . ” 

Yours very sincerelv, 
HASSAN 

Uptil this day, my opinion of the United Nations on the political 
side of its activities, has remained unchanged. 

When the Qaid found the tone of my letters bristling with 
despondencv and frustration, this is what he vvrote from Qııetta on the 
Hth of ]une, 1948: 

Cc ). governor-generals house 

KARACHI 

Quotta, 14th June 1948. 

My daar Hassan, 

I have received your letter dated the 4th of June and 


thank 


you for glvirg me ali the Information. Dont worry 
ebout me. I wa3 S oraewhat over-worked and natura 11 y had to 


oe. I waa soraewhat over-worKea anu --- 

pa 7 the penalty for İt. But let me ossure you that there 
18 nothlng wrong sith me- A llttle rest İn Quotta has done 
0,9 8 lot of good. I aaı going to Zlarat on the 17th 

1 h°P® to epend about 10 daya. 1 w111 P roba y 

tUrn ^ Karachl before the end of thifl month. 

m *1 4 , arxî naturaliy 

tlt> eU » I Itote that you are e bit horne-s^k, 

4e* Ct "' 8 ® y°u had to go through such nerve r . 

that your family 

-» "et Uke Succees. Yeo, X knoW 
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q aid-e-azam as i KNI W HIM 


„ rtnn . e to aak Government before the 
i end you propose to 

1« ln K * r9 ' u to return hooıe fer conaultation 

" " I'.. « r— « “ 

:::: .- - - *t r r 

i At ter But I thlnk they wlll 
moment of my -rİt İne thls lotter. 

r.fer the .tt.r to me before glvlng you o final r, P ly. 

„lth best of »lehe, from M İs s Jlnnsh and nyoelf. 

TH.ro ı. notmne to .orry about. and I -o»M lika you t o eheer 
up . I em conf ldent that —111 e— »ut of ali thss. problem, 
whlch ar. faclng us succea,fuliy, far the alrpi re«3on 
our pause la rltfıteou, and «e ar. faclng İt »lth honeaty and 
fightlng for Juatlce and fairplay. 

Yours slncorely, 

k s Excellency M.A.H.Ispahanl, 
îm^asay of F&klstan, Vfashington, D.C. 



From that day uptil today, notvvithstandİLig the many vicissıtu 
the Kashmir situation has seen, my laith in his words has remaıne 
unshaken. I do believe in ali earnestness and sincerity that vvhateve 
the circumstances, the pcople of Kashmir must and will exercise^ e 
birthright of deciding whether they w i 11 accede to India or to P a star 
through a free and unlettered plebiscite. And w ben this happens, 
Pakistan*s equitable and just demand, the demand lor sell'determ 1 * ^ 
tion vvhich is accepted as a fundamental principle by the Un ,t: 
Nations, will be met. 
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FIGHT 1 NG TO THE LAST 

\ s 1 have stated eisewhere in these paoes tlıe Dairi * 

A w ;ı T ıı, „ ;r n r „ı M "wt 

hc was at work, he vvould not he vvorried even byhunger' or uith 
4e com.derat.on ol keepmg people vvaiting vvho were to join him 
a ta meal. Hc norkcd lanatıcally and expected the same of others 
He olten saıd that t.me was running out fast and vve had little of 
i, to lose. İt vvas anxıety coupled vvith the tremendous strain of 
hard vvork part.cularly m , 946 and ,947, vvhich shattered his health 
soon after he n.oved .nto the Governor-GeneraPs House at Karachi 
enous dlness grtpped h.m in February ,948. When he opened 
e State Bank ,n joly , 948, he looked emaciated and verv İII.From 
.hat dav on, h.s health began to fail fast and recovery eluded hin 
more and more vv.th the passage of each nıonth. ' 

ofthe E Qaid’ne U ve h rros ll T lth declİnİn §- the Hghting spiril 

months that he Iıved after fhT^T | h pf htS tlıan k did during the few 
«« combine had desTgn'd ° f PakİSta "- The A "g'°- 

^ from consohdating hselft P rCvent the new 

Cc'ef T 7 erger Wİth Ind ' a under'pressımTof'o^'k ^ eVentuall >' 
Do„ r , Thls Is evıdent from th 1 overvvhelmıng circum- 

P erful leaders of the C K !° Pe ex P resSed B y two of the nıost 
Centre emb , er ° f tlle Congrls ^ ^ a ' labbhai Patel <» a letter, 

Pnnjab 'f'** whole oHndia ^ £° mmi,:tee »''d, “A strong 
and Baluchistan^i^r/rf, 66 ^ 1 and P a « of thf 
t0rı 'e in” e s ° Powerful thu ıhp ' 11 autononıy under the 

^hru nursed P 01 ^ 0 * 15 " ili eventuallv 

Pant i men ard tb e Le0na, ‘d Mosley,^'hesaid ”TI C ’ 1^ C ° UrSe ° f 3 
' 0 " ° ff — Were § ett 'ng 0n i‘ n [, e J 16 t ™ th ,S that "ere 

Jt and we tooh ' ' ' The P lan for 


^ oC wer e 

<f°' 7 a y o u r a n? w ü e 'V n ı ^ too "--The plan for 

e ° uld have a one 0 ' jk , ,l: - Bllt Gandhi had told 
Xpe «-I thaf ,, ; fi § b,ill S and vvaiting. But we 
art,t ' 0n w»uld be ten.pora.-v, that 
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*>ı TW\$ was a to fhc 

27 1 to conıe back to us j jts leader. and both 

, . „„ ,vas bound to c Um nat.on ana 

f* S, “ courage ol the 

honour anu 

arcepted 't- , „ rripple Pakistan «as to over- 

P • r aspect of the pl“* d tormented refugees driven 

The sinıster P D f upr ooted • regular admin.stra- 

« helm it with » had time even °J^^ters to Lahore 

out of htdia, befo id . e . A7 am ««>'«f pro blems arising out of the 
ti ve machmen- j- artentionto thegr. P loSİve . The refugees 
t0 give hispe- ee,. The Qai d handled the critical 

inflüX ° , an inflammable ^İTJsdom that the refugees .vere 
represented a visionı cou rage ^ tQ the countr)' «here 

15 " "h feelh fm OfM 2 5 * Of rr h to ^ His 

fromone ot his speecn 

Pald5tanİS: e mitv of the task. There is 

“Do not be overvvhelroed by the enor^ themse lves up 

many ata example in character. You are made o 

by sheer determinat.on and iorc^ should you also not 

sterling material and are second «, no^ forefathers? You bave only 
succeed like many others, 1 J ^ ^ a nation «hose hıston 
to develop the spırıt of Mujc ı • and Keroism. Lıve 

is replete with people ot «ondertul of g lory”. Like a 

up to your traditions and add to ı an neople by reminding 

true Morain 3 the Qaıd-e-Azam pu eaı _ P you r morale. Do 

them of the lesson ol İslam as to lows: Kee P U P the hono ur 

not be afraid of death. We should ace .t btaveytoaveh 
of Pakistan and İslam. There is no better salvat.on to. j 

the death of a martyr for a righteous cause . 

fa ri passa with the erfugee situation «’as the '''^^^’^Pakistan. 
strangulation with vvhich the Indian Government confronted 

The Qaid-e-Azam had his eyes on every aspect ot the structur^P 
Pakistan, particularly the vulnerable parts. He was anxıou 
solidate and strengthen the foundations of Pakistan even ı _ l , _\^ € st 
his life. He undertook long and ardııous journeys to te 01 

ı Quoted in Leonard Mosley’s The Last D ay s of the British Roj . 

2 Mujahid: One who fights for the cause of İslam. 

3 Momin: A Müslim \vho accepts and practices İslam. 
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Province and Baluchıstan and dırectly contacted the tribes- 
fro* tıe ! Had already taken a spectacular decision whi c b cauaht the 
m en *. tL of the people m the border areas. The British h«l kept 
imag Tforces in the forvvard areas to control the turbulent tribesmen 
ar Ohd ordered vvithdrawal ot the forces in the forward areas and 
Th e ^ nl “The British have göne, it is now your countrv and State”. 
t0İJ Oaid’s faith in the tribesmen \vas fully justifted. They instinc- 
^1 r realised that it was now their responsibility to maintain the 
t,V !j r itv and independence of Pakistan. They felt proud to be its 
"■tizens* Their loyalty to the country has stood ali trials and they have 
proTed to be a source of strength to it. 

A rather disturbing situation vvas created in East Pakistan by the 
anpearance of certain unhealthy influences and tendencies. Hindu and 
pro-Hindıı propaganda to the effect that East Bengal vvas the neglected 
step-child and that Urdu, as a single national language, vvould be 
forced upon it, carried vvith it highly explosive possibilities. Undaunted 
bv the hazards of the long journey, the Qaid decided to proceed to 
East Pakistan,and stabilise conditions in the Province \vhich vvas already 
the object of sinister designs from across the border. In the early 
days, air journey betvveen the tvvo vvings of Pakistan vvas not as 
svvift and comfortable as it is novv. The Qaid travelled in an old 
Dakota vvhose tiring flight to Dacca took över ten hoıırs. He vvas a 
true democrat to the depth of his being and his faith in the people vvas 
unlimited. He tackled even violent agitations by direct approach to 
the people. He addressed vast gatherings and also spoke över the 
Kadio, his vvords touching the deepest chords in the hearts ot the 
people of East Pakistan. He asked them not to feel isolated and 
a $$ured them of his deep and abiding concern in their vvell-being. He 
dealt vvith the numerous problems taced by East Pakistan and indicated 
hovv they could be overcome. He succeeded in mollilying inllame 
'eelings and turning the people’s attention to constructive eHort and 
nation-buiIding tasks. He stabilised the conditions in East Pakistan an 
made it feel that it had an honoured place in the future of Pakistan. 

In \vords vvhich have become classic, the Qaid-e-Azam set 
exh| eS and fact ° rs leading to the establishment of Pakistan an 
^Pamed ıts mission in the vvorld. Speaking at Chıttagong on . ^ 

.'Üne sent* 8 ' ^ ° bservecl: “ You are onl >' VOİC,ng ^ tHaT Pakistan 

'‘Houlrl L lllents °I tnillions of Musalmans vvhen y ou sa ) , j s [ a mic 
soeialj. e ^ aSe d on sure foundations ot social P ıstıc< ' , f nl an. 
»mlfe Whİth ^phasises equality and bro«h«rM>d » fcr 
> a |,^ ou are voicing my thoughts in asking an‘ or Lü ntr<>- 
°PPnrtuni t ies for ali. These targets of progress are 
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, I Pakistan, we Struggled for it, >v, 
f„, vve demande" iritua lly «e are free to ton- 
versiJ in h vsicallv as ^ an <| genius. Brotfaerhood, 

L-rline to ou. trac the baS)C pomts ot our 




llh^eA it » -; Jinî to our trad'^n ^ ^ ^ polnts of our 
düet our aHa.r : - v J num-^ ht f Pakistan because 

eauftiitv and t,aU , '. iv ilizatıon. And jn t his sub-contınent. 

rrligion, cultu ^ r of denial oft^ ^ üf centuries ol dual domina- 
thereuasatang. t jdenls bccaı dden socia | system.... 

Weaspmed io< “,| er s and bv a “ terms ol Government but 

tion bv the t ^ to think onl through the honzons 

„ js natural to is capable ot p< & 0 f our nation, the 

the sooner ouı >" si bilities of our - •> be possible for 

to see the İm \ j then alone nrogress, of social 

bet-' for f^r^alle the great ideals o , ionstitute 

pitTrfV'7 l'^îof Pakistan and al» the Umitless poss.bdmes 
fex^sa:tructure in our State. 

6 , i ,r prl the Qaid-e-Azam 

when his health had ^"^'^ins^mTdic’al advice to periorm 
caıne down to Karachı rom j a b ,, re cedence över health or 

« Pf: t'’,Jd° SSSa coufd not depend «£ 

ReTerve Bank ot India tor its fiscal and of financillandeconomic 

he \vas amdous to see Pakistan set on or(lers ^ plan 

independence before death över oo finalised before the 

for setting up the State Bank ol \ akıst. on ı u | v ı, 

seheduled date, İnaugurating the State Ban „ sovere igntv 

194 8 the Qaid remarked that the Bank symbohsed the söver g 

ofou; State in the financial sphere”. He expressed the'.evth^ 
economic system of the West has created msoluble prol jjj 

nity” and felt that “the adoption of Westetn theorv and P» ct “ 
not help us in creating a happy and contented people . ^ 

the need for evolving a jııstereconomic system b\ remaı ' t0 

must Avork out our destiny according to our own Avav and P' e , itv 
the Avorld an economic system based on true Islamic concept o e qu ^ 
of manhood and social justice. We \vill thereby be lu 
mission as Muslims and giving to humanity tbe nıessage o p 
Avhich alone can save it and secure tbe welfare, bappiness and pr r 
ity ol mankind”. 

j"' h ^ ^ 

It appears as il be were prompted by a premonitıon 
approaching end to perform his last public acl designed to st.eng ^ 
the foundation of Pakistan. The best way for us Pakistanis to CX P^ 
our gratitude to bim and honour his memorv is to evolve th 1 ^ ec ° 
mic system” and bu i İd tbe “ideal social strueture’’ he longc 
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•İl «eriously il! and w<a,< at /jl,vra ’ 

„ vvhen the Q»«' la > 4 m J c „|| e c. our laik .... t he n.ornu.g 

E '!d in his official when 1 presse.. not U, «orry 

■Se*£U the re '«.m £ nıat ters an.l to lake e.plete. res 

P»““İÎW - e» 1 »”/î,“«i ,,ı»ıil - w*"'":’ 

rf« nt , Lrn sovereıgn State vv ouUl he a lragc.lv ol 

fit a critical stage ° l ° n d7id w , hc follotving clfcct: "My 
ie* vil J? ^magnitude, He sm ' ec 1 j- p art ition antl untıl early 1 94 H 

surviv Y "Z 

boy- th „ I «orried tvhetneı aı | m inistere.l soon altu 

> n eted and terfihle shoeks n m ‘ lle(l through and nothıng 

uı**P eC , pan y with her. But I , novv . Men nuy 

I^-'Z:r^nLt,. y and hrn.ly estahlished 

.önle and men ma » ’ A||J| . S graC e, »orever . 

,nd ' V g ° M liel'in the homeland which, vvith Allah s 

“" kl *• “* .. 

*' **** ° r " i ‘ " 

The Qaid was a ^holc-hogger;^ -ver g- 
••VVhene.er yoıı start sonu tnng, ( | our rising geııeration w,II do 

This ita pieceofexcellentadv.ee, and Sb 

<nU to be guided bv it in lire. 

. L Hr.ıkr the Da id w as about sıgnıng 

Earlier I mentioned how paıi'tt ‘ cont ; ibu ,ions sent by naany 

MonevOrder receipts ol even loııı " ’ . ı ı ; mD licit îaith in 

ofthepoor Muslims of India vvlıo lovet ,m an l vıknble energv 

hisleadership. His reason for »pending his time and valıublc 
wthathe wantcd each donor to be proııd ol hıs avs'stam c ^ 

s mall, and to knou that his leader Had personally aeknmv c • 

^sides this, it brought out another trait ot cbaı acleı u 1K N ~ 

bgrained in Kim. He vvas a stiekler lor the minutest cctaJ . 
oued this in manv ways and on nıanv occasioııs. I sha " 

m î two after he became the Hrst Governor-General <1 la ıstan. 

k n ; e ' e k°ne knovvs, on August 14 , < 947 > ^ a . v 1 akistan a 

P er «önn | A m ' n ' s trative maclıinery w as severely dislocated. I a 1 ^ 

bv a '; (l 01,1 s hare ol ccıııipment and hnances vvcıe U P 

needed evervtbing, İroni papeı to (k 

st ruck fn^ thne it was considered necessarv to avc 

, (0 f lise j .... .1 k.. km ern- 



’nı. We needed everytlıing, İroni papeı 
^ time it vvas considered necessarv to avc 
tn T’ 011 ^ ocun ^nts that had to be attested by (,<ncl 11 j 
^Mat tü ;^'g'V a Coat of Arnıs for our country vvhich uould 
0 Hrîtislı and t)ıe Indian. On my 


‘■Sil* 
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, ı w ıs asked by the Qaid to lıave designs made and rush 

r tlhü; for appvovai: I conaplied . reproduce the designs 3 
. them ks över his signature. Thıs Jİlustrates how meticulous he 
IvIsT matters of small detail. He paid personal attention to the 



sn 


his remarKs uvo — -t, 

wa s in matters ol small deta 
nallest detail. 

/Reader ntay kindly look at the tvvo sides of the pag e 
; site and observe the remarks on the designs över his 
H signature) 


I suegested to him to purchase a nevv car a Cadillac, as the fleet 
left behind by the British was fit for the scrap-heap. He agreed. He 
was so fon d of attending to the smallest detail that he even chose the 
colour of the automobile and did not Jeave it to me to send him a 
black limousine, ıvhich colour is normally accepted by heads of States 
and ambassadors. İn his letter ol 7 tlı October, i 9 47 , ^e wrote: “As 
regards the colour, 1 would prefer it to be according to the sample I 
am enclosing herewith’\ And the colour was light blue, not black! 

{he preceding pages 1 have narrated ttıe incident of K.h\vaja 
Nazimuddin, a member of the All-India Muslini League Working 
Committee, vvho suddenly tock ili in Delhi when he ıvas attending a 
meeting ol tlıe Working Committee and had to be rushed to hospital. 
The Qaid had appeared to us to be hard-hearted and berelt of human 
feelings. Yet tlıere were tinıes wheıı his reactions belied this impres- 
sion, 1 shall çite an incident \vhich occurred in the closing stages ol 
his precious lile. 

On my retıırn to Washington after visiting him at Ziarat \vhere 
he lay very ili, I \vrote to hini ıııore than önce inquiring about his 
progress. He knew tlıat 1 \vas as deeply concerned about his health 
as a member of his fanıily. He knevv ol my love, devotion and respect. 
1 am sure he also knevv oııly too well that froııı day to day he was 
grovving vveaker and vveaker and that his liie’s journey vvas rapidl) 
dra\ving to a close. Yet he did not want to depress me. This dis- 
closed gentleness and consideratioıı in his character vvhich is not 
commonly foıınd. 1 vvrote to him on August 17, 194®» as helon • 




Mv dear Qaid-e-Azam: 

Had it not heen for the statement of the Cabiaet released t\vo dajs 
ago regardiag your health, 1 would not have iıallicted a letter upon 
We are told that you propose to return to Karachi bv the end ol the mon 
This nevvs is most disquieting. 

I heg of you not to return to Karachi before the end of Septtnv^^ 
lf you find Ziarat too coltl, you can move to Quetta. ^ ou 
e'/er, take complete ıcst and keep away from vvork, intervievys an< 
hrespecthe of the hnmediate or even long-term con^e9 ucnceS ' 
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nıust 'es* and MnUNG TO THE LAST 

have lost tIxr S? a Hs 0 | utc| 

/ shal > not tHe stren 8 t1 ' 1 »Kat you 

for the natiort th at ^ tellin 

)**" '° COme - C*.£7 «JÜ” tve yT"":-, "*?,“««>*'. it 

1 was delig| Ued , prl «l«» jeweL ” d ’° r m "V’ "»»T 

.e IW ^ y , 

a „ d ^ » s yo U tKouM ^-- s ,t^r^re I y rjr t 

May God bless aed 

“ ou - Aıneen. 

Ver y sirıcerely yours, 

,, ,. | , hassan' 

And be replıcd on the i st of SentemK 
ıınder, giving me hope. u <t> per photostat copy here- 

.<,(<*■ f -f Cc ) 


IH 


® overnor-generals house 

KARACHI 

Canip Ouetta. 

İst ieptember 1948. 


Hy dear Kassan, 

Many thanks for your letter shorçing anxiety for ray 

health. 

My return to Karachi is not flxed and you need not 
«orry that I wlll be unıvise to hasten ray return. Besldes the 
^ctors do not allow rae to do so. 

Thank you very much for ali your concern. There İs 


ftothl 


n Ç to worry, 

^İth klnd regards, 


Yours slncerely, 

/t 


/t M 




w 


hi s 


S^ e Ue nc 

°f y paWı >Z ? Abo1 Hassan Isphanl, 
NSİÎ*!» the U.S.A., 

û.o. 


io n n’«^ or th w sst( 
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This lotter was the shörtcsr he had ever «ritten to me. İr reachr,) 
Tl " , 1, ,, t \vo days after his demişe. The sıgnature clearh 

3 wed S fhat the Qaid-e-Azam’s strength vvas Ming and his vitality 

1:_filSt. 


me 

shovv— - 
avas disappearing last. 


Earlier as I bade hini farevvell at Ziarat I vvitnessed the Qaıd in 
one of his rarest moments of emotion though he vvas considererj to be 
a hard-hearted and nıatter-of-fact man. For the first t mı e dıd I see 
tears stniffiling to roll down his emaciated cheeks. They could be 
seen in the vvells of his eyes. I was to return to Karachı and from 
Karachi to flv to my post at Washington. Waving goodbye to me, as 
1 was leaving his bedroom door, was the last I saw of hım. In the 
verandah, at the head of the stairs, I met Miss Jınnah, She was \veepıng 
nuietlv and emotion did not leave me calin and cool. I w en t down- 
stairs, picked up my suitcase, as 1 was staying at the Qaıd’s house, bade 
coodbye to Miss Jinnah, and with a heavy heart, left for Quetta. 


Much as l tried to find out what was actually w rong vvith my 
leader, I did not sııcceed. Dr. Elahi Bukhsh, vvho was the senior 
attending physician, would not teli me. I did not suspect tuberculosis, 
althougVThe looked a fit subject for this fell disease. I vvas under the 
impression that it vvas sheer exhaustion resulting from years ol heavy 
draft on his limited strength, interminable vvorries and inadequate 
intake of food and definite lack of sleep. Ho\vever, it vvas arranged 
before l left Ziarat that if any specialists’ aid vvas recjuired ironi the 
United States, 1 vvould be infornıed in good time and not vvhen it 
vvas too late. Tbe cali came after my return to Washington, but 
before a specialist could board the plane, nevvs came through, vvithin 
tvventy hours of receipt of the SOS from Karachi, that our great 
teacher, our great leader, the supreme commander oi one hundred 
million Muslims of our sub-continent had passed avvay. 


On the demişe of the Qaid-e-Azam, 1 received at VVashington» a 
telegram from my brotlıer, Mirza Ahmad, vvhich condoled the dea 
ot our Great Leader. İt vvas so vvorded that it did not read as a telegram 
from one brotlıer to anotlıer on the loss of his friend, bııt like a telegr^ 
one friend sends to anotlıer, condoling the death of his father. 
members oi my faıııily and ıııost of nıv friends and acquaintances ^ ^ 
the deep affection and regard 1 haci for the Qaid and a * S ° 
unflinching devotion to hini until his death and to his me 
thereaiter. 

S ık» |ise 


V»/c; I reproclucc in appencLix a few lctters \vritten by nıe on tbe Q a ‘ l .' C |^ c e'i' rS ‘ l,Cf 
vvhich mav be of interest, reflecting as they do, my feelings at 1 hat time, that t 


rt-mained constant. 
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A Fatel, â K l u ,,, . ™ E LAST 

, t the Embassy f or ,., (pray^ r ı- ,. 

4 0 th d-) mVmo r u,7 co "^u v^'r’:;' *V ,U '> H® 

\tıditorium i„ \V«J.!* rvl '« ,v« K e '\ t “ı ' ' ,Cre!l ,<îr - » ‘ChehW 
* f il f n l" sh,,1 gton ^ , a î the Department of lnterinr 

oU ttn lull orce. The * «Wh d,e Diplomatic Corp 5 tuZ 

„,ectıng. t ıe proceetlingj ° USA w,ıs also represented. At t)ıis 
pjplomatıc Mıssion re 4 d , slm pW. Every head of the Muslin, 

W the terminMion of the procL,- es) f rom the Glorious Koran 
and ,va> tollcmed by one ıni n , ır „' F «*h» was read, ali sunding, 

ıue s s ‘lence. & 

In closıng mv file of corresıvA a 

latter halı of 1936 and ended on'Z"* "Zc com, " enced fra »ı the 

\mbas«dor to the United States o, Z ° Se P tember ; ‘S* 8 ’ t » 

obituarv on the 1 2th of September f' neılca ’ wrote the fol| owing 

1 close the final chapter of th s book o' m T be,0W> 

r uııs Dook on Mohammed Alı Jinnah, the 

Man. 


chap 1 1 

“PAKİSTAN AFFAİRS” 


WASHlNGTON 

i2th September, 1948 

“From God do ive come and unto God do \ve return”. 

—Holv Qııran 

THE QAID-E-A 7 AM PASSES A W A Y 

Qaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah, creator of Pakistan and its first 
Governor-General, passed avvay at ıo.îj p.m. on Saturday, September 11, 
•948, at Karachi. He had come to Karachi from Quetta on the previous 
<hy against his phvsicians’ adsice and ordered an emergency meeting ol the 
Pakistan Cabinet. 

This tragic event has stıınned the whole ol Pakistan. 0 \er half a 
million. (about eightv per çent of the population of Karachi) tumed out to 
his burial ' 

T He Father of the Nation lived long enough to see his dream come 
e - I Kough he is no more, the nation li\es as his everlasting memorta 
oT,^ ion Had full need of him today—ot the guidance and 1 £ s P ,rat, °* 
<U, ,ch .^ e uas th e source. But the vvords he uttered, shortly e on * 

"e|| " , ‘ l ^ orı § cheer and encourage the nation: Pakistan ıs rn • ‘ 

, have no fears. * Men naay come and men naay go, but 

- God’s grace, \vill live lorever . 

He has a | s > o . . - - /■ ıı. to IoUonv the 


,1 

the ", rTUrı "Ho vvorked himself to death in the cau 
end 


ÇXj,n Pİe f S ^ S ° H e Hind his example for his peoplt tc> aat ion. 
? ! k of ^ man v.l,_ l: _ır L in the cause ol the nat 


c °uhl not overtake him except in the saddle. 

M AV HİS SOI il rest in peace. 


/=» 
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EPILOGUE 


So ınv story has dravvn to an end. I lıave searched nıy memory 
and have göne through the pages of the ıecoıds I possess, to vvrite this 
book. Mv aim is to assist the generations oF Pakistanis who will 
foJlow us in having a betler understanding of the sterling character 
and fascinating personality of the Father and Founder of Pakistan and 
also to appreciate the glorious role he played in secııring for the Mus- 
lims of ouı* sub-continent a homeland which both the British and the 
Hindus were loath to give. 

To ine, Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a hero fighting for the 
inclependence of the Muslims of the sub-conlinent. To me, his vvords 
on politics had the force of law. To my friend the Raja Saheb of 
Mahmudabad and to myself, a slight hint from him was a command. 
We lollovved him implicitly as loyal soldiers from the dav we both 
swore lealty to him afteı* the first meeting of the All-India Müslim 
League Parliamentary Board at Lahore, which loyalty did not waver 
uııtil the day ot his death. We did not, even for önce, dream of chang- 
ing our loyalty. We continue to be loyal to his memory. He was an 
inspiration lor us. 1 did not believe that he \vas capable of taking an 
umvise decision—a decision vvhieh would be to the detriment of the 
interests ot his brothers and sisters in faith. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah died on September 11, 1948, in Karachi. 
ince tieıı, many of his ideals, attitudes and thinkings have been swept 
avvay to make room for thoughts and lovabies which were foreign to 
his nature. Some remain vvho stili cling to his way of thoı.ght and 
action, who cherish his ideals and who want Pakistan to be the State 
he envısaged and even dreamed it to be. Let us Pakistanis prav that, 
sooner t an later, the beautiful day will davvıı when vve shall see 
J akıştan a stili greater nation, a Jand whose people live the life of true 
Jreedom, equality, justice and happiness, admired by friends and foes 
1 tıe maııneı in \vhicb vve condıict our domestic and foreign aftairs, 

\\a>s ^eeping on the path of rectitude within and in pıırsuit of a 
truly independent foreign policy without, vvorldng strenuou siy in 
suppoıt o friendship with ali and enmitv with none’’ (one o I the 
|id « sa )' in g s )- These mav appear to be ideals, but are nonetheless 
clear hıghways which lead a nation to greatness. Let us gird up our 
loıns and make an earnest effort to gain this superb objective. Itis weJ 
woıth the effort. V 

And lest vve forget I may add that, thoııgh physically removed I 
ıom us, Mohammed Ali Jinnah stili commands the sentiments 
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cm otions of the people and his spırıt stili reigns supreme in the life of 
the country he founded. The people bless his name in their sileııt 
prayers, for they realise that it was onlv through his dedicated efforts 
and raatchless leadership that they \von their cherished freedom and 
today hold their heads high in the comity ol sovereign nations His 
hold on their affections and loyalties is evident from the fact that 
\vheneyer thecountry isovertakenby a crisisorisfaced \vith a trial, it is 
Jinnah s name, his deeds, his \vise avords and precepts that are invoked 
tostir the emotions and patriotic zeal of the people and Steel their' 
resolve to overcome difficulties and resist evil or aggression. Pi 

On no other occasion was ıhe magic spell of Jinnah’s name 
brought out m ore forcefully than during the war of September ı 9 6r 
t. !*. n la f onabashedly launched a sneak attack on the International 
itv l'n fS | T , a istan a g ainst â h canons ot international law and moral- 
dîırinp tn 1 1 P °e, mS ’ SOn £ s and articles \vritten and speeches made 
fight and îesisTr 6 'u?* t0 st ™ ulate Patriotic feelings and will to 
and the h ’ r ah S mme ’ after the names of Allah, the Prophet 
«eate in m 065 ° earl >' Müslim historv, served to rally the people and 
'S 1 "} to a 6111 ^ - ln ' tesolve to detend their ireedom and sovere- 

Jinnah and '’. 1Ct ^ r ' ous en d. If ever any attempt is made to denigrate 
^ e * r inten ° name > the \varmth ot the people s heart and 

tfforts. ij n ^ L enSe § rat itude w ili rise and dro\vn such miserable 
r tflectedth • " aS P eo pl e and tor the people because he 

1,0 one e| f Sen ^' rnen ts and \vorked tor their freedom and \vell-being 
Sa all e Ve e . 1 0r has done since his passing a\vay. He lives and 
to ntın U e to l ive in their hearts. 8 ' 

Long live Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
Long 1 iv e the people of Pakistan. 
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A PPENDIX “A” 


Washington D.C. 
September ıı, 1948. 


Telegram sent on September n, ı 9 4« 

Liaquatali Khan, Prime Minister, Karachi (Pakistan) 


The Father of our Nation is no more. He has lelt us at a time when 
we most need his experience, guidance and ınspıratıon His battle for 
the freedom of Muslin», his selfless service to the people he bved so 
dearly and for vvhom he died, should be sources ol ınspıratıon to every 
Pakistani and Müslim. Not only did ne lay in his İlletime the fimi loun- 
dadon of a great structure but he was spared long enough to see ıts 
completion. If is now for his people, in every sphere ot life to pursue 
his ideals. At this critical hoıır of our existence, ıt ıs essentıal tor us ali 
to work as one man with determination and single purpose to make 
our countrv what our beloved Qaid-e-Azanı ıvantod it to bc. 
determination alone and by ceaseless effort to do what our Qaıd-e- 
Azam wouJd ha ve done, can \ve bring peace to his soul. Kpovving_you 
as I do, I anı confıdent you vvill rise to the expected stature mo ıvit^ | 
vour experience and training pilot the silip ot our Nation thıoug i 

tempestous seas and shoals which have been its lot ever since a 

achieved our independence. 


Hassan bp jhani 




Scanned by CamScanner 







"'ilin 


* of plaq 


ue 


at 


Qaid’s student-dıys lodgdn/JS in London J l| n< 


ı 9 Ç Ç • 


8 Y Courtesy of Mohtarama Fatima Jınnah 
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“t can assure vou that there is nothing greater in thh uorld than 
vouro\vn conscience and, \%hen vou appear beiore God, vou can say 
that vou performed your dutv \\ith the highest sense ot integrıty, 
honestv and vvith lovaltv and faithiulness . 

Address to Civil Oftıcers ot Baiu- 
chistan at Sibi, Februarv 14, 194^- 
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APPENDIX “B” 


Washington D.C. 

aear Brother: September 29, 1948. 

Yom' letter of September 24, vvas clelivered eariy this morning. 

Yoıı are stili worried. You must not be. Qaid-e-Azam has 
beyed the cali of Allah and has left his nation to carry on from vvhere 
he has left. Our enemies vvho have prayed for his death and \vhen it 
came, openly rejoiced and talked freely that vvith the death of Jinnah 
the whole of Pakistan would break up; that Pakistan vvould fail like a 
r ipe plum into the lap of India; that the Muslims vvould reali2e the 
nıistake their Leader made in carving out a nation for them, and that 
the “house that Jinnah built” vvould be razed to theground afterhis 
earthly remains vvere laid to rest, no w find, to their great dismay and 
chagrin that they have erred önce more. They hav e found that Pakistan 
has emerged stronger and more detcrmined and united than she vvas 
vvhen the Qaid-e-Azam vvas al ive. The people vvho constitute the nation 
came forvvard vvith the determination to hold together and to do their 
bit. Ovving to the very clever and veiled propaganda of our foes, 
the vvorld, expecting everything to go vvrong vvhen Jinnah closed his 
eves, vvas pleasantly surprised vvhen nothing extraordinary happened 
and it vvas discovered that Pakistan stood like a rock. No, vve need not 
worr y* Of course, vve shall have to vvork for our prc>tection as vvell. 
Our cause is just; our programme is honest. We have no territorial 
designs and vve do not vvant to rule. Our aim is to live peacefully, 
cevelop our country’s resources, raise the Standard of living of our 
nı asses and balance ourpresent lop-sided economy. Allah has helped us 
ali \° ng Wa ^* ^'thout lıis help Jinnah vvould not have achieved 
J at he dıd. He often saicl to me, “Do not vvorry. Our cause and 
™ are just; Got] is with us .” 


If ı 

° Ur Cr e n °^ ^ orsa ke the path of our religion and 
at or, vve shall have, Inshallah, nothing to fear. 


F ' akislan Zindabad. 

M A 


Very affectionately 
Hassan 


yours, 
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APPENDIX “C” 



My dear Miss Jinnah: 


m 






VVashington D. C. 
September j St I948 


Ever since hearing the shocking news of the untimely death of our 
beloved Qaid-e-Azanı I lıave made several efforts to write to you but 
on each occasion d id not find adequate vvords to express my sorrow 
You know better than anyone else the respect and Jove I had for him. 
You know that I alvvays considered him to be Jike my own father and 
placed at his disposal my loyalty, love and even my life. His demişe 
has, believe me Miss Jinnah, left a wound that will never heal. I shall 
remember him ali my life and will alvvays pray for the peaceful repose 
of his soul. He has obeyed the cali of Allah at a time we needed his 
mature experience, ability, guidance and inspiration. Not only 
Pakistan but also the Müslim and Arab world bitterly mourn his loss. 


Immediately on receipt of the distressing cable from Amin, I 
moved heaven and earth to get away to Pakistan öne of the top-möst 
chest specialists in the United States. 1 I rushed to Ne w York to make 
a personal appeal to Dr. Riggins and to persuade him to leave by last 
Tuesday s direct plaııe and, in fact, succeeded in doing so. Before 
I met him personally, Dr. Riggins said that it would be impossible 
lor him to leave the country before the middle ol next vveek. I was 
actually coııgratulated on my achievement. But alas, fate decreed that 
even eaıdy Tuesday was too late by three days. 

In this hour ol your sorrovv and the seventy-five million orphans 
of Pakistan, I oHer to you my heartfell condolences and appeal to 
you to be brave and to vvork unceasingly for the ideals for whıch he 
lived and died. I a m sure he expected this of you and am eqııally confi- 
dent that you will not fail him. 

The third day, a Fatheha ceremony, the First of its kind ever to 
be lıeld in Washington, vvas held at my residence, the Embassy, 
yesterday morning at 10.30. The members of the stafif, the Muslini 
residents of the city and the Arab and Muslini diplomats turned out in 
full force. There vvas the recitation of the Holy Koran and the procee 
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in g s » o Un( , ' PPEND,X “ C ” - 

ceremonv ı, Up "'A a p,,.i i 

■ ere v\ h; ı athe, ı<ı. W,. ı ,ı 287 

Wl 'ch vvil) ı Ve shalj i iı. 

1 ,lave r eceivec| , ' ° Pt ' n t0 Mus| inısând no n B’ ehlu m 

ılıe United States I, lea P of tele,,-, n -Mu s |i ms 


, ,/ W -ceivec, , ° PCn t0 M-lira t' ?*'«"» 

tlıe United States bu t r 1eap <>r tele erın " Mu slnn s . 

in every towıı an^^J »verg^* not 0nly fr 

cerenıomes and men,,! • the W estern , estem hemisphere |4- m 
and are stili calini,, ' '* Se, ' v *ces. 0 f m,s P her e have had Fari^ 15 

g ° n me - C ° Urse > diplomata htettd 

Önce a cmı m i - 


'»ave called 

Ünce apaın ı nı ., , 

S IJ1 > 1 prav that c ı 

catastropne witJı eam'ni • c g'ves Voı , o fl _ 

AMm reSt P eacef uUy! Anı en ^ the SOul ofo u Y' 


Miss Fa ti m a JinnaJı, 

Governor Geııeral’s House 
KaracKi fPakistanj 


Y ° Urs sin cerely and i 

Hassan 


m sorrow 


ll§ &TwV£Tı^^T &p, r w " kich 

Vj,İ' İ! me "«'t to vvorrv l'iffl /• î E l " lkın S me İ0r n,y con 

S|,l , tlle ünes thıı- h h L,ttl f dld he know at the time hı 
U|(l pl U p„_ , rnat »e vvouJH not l;„ ö ,_ , 


fie lines thVt V' ""T; L,Ctle dlcl he k now at the time la, 

n § e the uh () ı ^ U ° U C not ^ ve ten dzys beyond then an< 
Wl0,e natıon in deep sorrow. 
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APPENDIX “D” 


Washington D.C 
October 2ı, ı 94 g 


Mv dear Miss Jinnah: 

The Eid came and went. It was no Eid for us. We devoted the 
day to meditation and prayer. 

We held the Chehlum Memorial Service last evening. It was an 
impressive religious ceremony and was well attended. Members of 
the Diplomatic Corps were present in good numbers. The President’s 
represeııtative was also present. 

The Qaid-e-Azanı has göne to his heavenly home, leaving a void 
in oıır hearts and souls that will remain unfilled so long as we live. 
While we pray for the peaceful repose ot his soul, we shall serve his 
ideal s and the State he created for us and for our children with 
redoubled energy, zeal and devotion. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Hassan 

Miss Fatima Jinnah, 

Flagstaff Hoııse, 

Karachi (Pakistan) 
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Cluudhrv Khaliquwam.ui in his book P a thw ay v 

tried <» >"'P İAİn his fail '"-e to return to the c «ınl, au" bas 
tou i.ivl. I»- had suorn loyalty in the şölenin precincts of its P^p*™' 
at Delhi. Tlıis expl.ın.uion is so far-fetehed that it has not lamcn 
anv lair-minded person. He has even tried to shift the . , l LOnvlnc f< 


namcnt 

r , , ,'T 0 "- He has eve " f ed to shift the bUıe n on th2 

(Jjid-o-Azanı «lııch ıs even more unhıir and unconvincin* To m,t 

lh0 teeord str.ught and to d.spel wrong inıpressions created b 

unjustıhable argııments and conclusıons, I propose to examine the 

matter ın sonu» dgtaıl. c 


The episodo starts vvith a statement issııed by Mr Khaliouzzamvn 
«» rejoinder to Chaudhri Zafarullah Khan’s stLntent onTh e Z 
al mg ol Mushms in India. Chaudhri Zafarullah who vvas leading the 
Pakistan Delegauon to U N General Assembly «as reported to have told 
ross correspondents in New York that the Indian Government had 
Jöne nothnıg to control the communal disturbances. Asked vvhether 
e «as authorısed by his Government to make a formal complaint to 
e Assemblv he saıd: Not yet, but if the situation is not adequately 

mln " T by the Dominfon lodia, I am expectL anv 
K°n“ e l by . thC PakiSton Government to raise the nÜtteV 
Ba» th 6 ► mtei , Nltİons Assembly, as tlıis situation constitutes a 
LnJi “ , t0 . t le . peaCe r ° r the wor| d .. . . If tlıis deliberate and 
Pakistan ** er " ,lnatl °n ol people coııtinues uııchecked by India, 
■N'atiuns a u . r ,y eSOrt ’ mılst seek satisfaction througb tlıe United 
direct ra * ^ ^ S satisfaction it may have to resort to 

nı °re than aSUreS ’ ’ı * ^ ^ 1e Muslims lias been poing; on for 

ivince 1 ^ ^ 1e ^ r ° v ‘ nce E^ s t Punjab and latterly in the 
at moment 11 *-’û ’ 1 Nat I Ura,, y tlle dc,c g at ion is very much concerned 
° Ur ^earest^H^ ^ a PP en,n g s in and near our homes, \vhere 

responsM^ı- nea,est on ^s may at any moment be destroyed. . . . 
' v ^ich, so j ^ Ü1 this rests entirely on tbe Government oi India 
ir S q L ,^ la ? U , t , teı 'Iy Eıded to diseharge its responsibilitv oreven 
r ° Ver nn\ent j asserted that the only thing that the Indian 

^ j ason but dı e • l° ne so htr to control the trouble \vas “to appeal to 
çjJ c-Kpect 1 *) anıed non-Muslim seetions of the population could 
Vernr »ient’ s t0 react to these appeals, particularly when the 
P°hce force, in many instances, had abetted and 
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encour.ıg 11 « indiC ated thc profound anucty ant 

This statement undoubU , e of Pakistan regarding th, 

f t he Government «■ P,. in £ as t Punjab and in an 

T^ed brutal attacks on t0 ^ d| Go vernment’s responsibilit; 
££Delhi and brough.tbought fit to contradict tb 
in thıs behalf. and issued the follotving rejoinder 

assertions and pleas ot ^ • 

„ mdir-atin^ his personal vıews m 
“Sir Zofarullal. Kljan’s sUtemCT ^ Paki ° 5tan Government may be 
regard to the ateps whıch, m h.s op • ^ mmorUy ın ,he Indian Union, 
„Uima, ely obliged to take tosave ^ L e Council's resolution for 

Corning soon after,he w «t Punj^ Pak is,an, eapressed l a deep 

imparting nıilitary traını g co-religionists ın Indıa, but I 

sympathy of the Pakistan Um '^^‘"^“iated the situation in India 

do not thmk Sır Zafarullah an v directive from the Pakistan Gövem- 

belore makingthe s,a,emen, w.thou, any d.rect.ve 

ment. 

“That the Müslim minority has suffered and is suffering 

“"ha, has been the atûtude of the Government s -ocerned dur, g the 
short period of their taking office? in my judgment, vvhatever cJamuyha. 
come to pass was neither at the instance of the two Govemmen 
their connivance. Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru, the Prime Mm.ster of Indıa has 
frankly stated, inoneofhisrecentstatements in connectıon vvıththe upheav 
that his Government \vas taken unavvares. \Vhat ^as true of De 1 * a 
of East Punjab also, \vhcre for a time, there was no Government wort\ t e 
name, and atrocities vvere perpetratcd vvithout any powerl'ul authorıty to 
check it. 

“The decision of the British Government, to transfer complete po^er 
to the two Governments before the Radcliffe Boundary Avvard, has ee" 
primarily responsible for wlxat lollovved. When the army was being i'* ^ 
on a communal basis, the British Government, before its statement 
June j, should have made the division complete or have handed o\er P® ^ 
only when passions, which vvere bound to be excited by the decision o 
Boundary Commission, had sufficiently subsided. 

of 

“In these circumstances it is not correct to say that the Governmen^^ 
India are responsible for vvhat has happened. Most gruesome things 
happened in spite of them and their eftorts. It shoufd be realiz«d y ^ 
Muslims in Pakistan that the vvhole honour and prestige of the Con ^ i;en( . 
Government, as vvell as the Congress organization, is involved in the p 


1 Quoted in Chaudhry Khaliaıızzaman's book Pathway to Pakistot t, 
401,402. n 


p a ges 
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, ltM k for thc «»»»5 f l>«“ lhc countr y, and thc Congre», Ministry 
,k Contrc and thc Mini, er» n t he provmces are striving hani to shouhler 

‘l „„cmu« 'a’, k - Al "' v ;- i ) ll ' M . ahat , ma (i 7 lhi '» str aining every „ ervc to 
_„ «W neoiîlc ın İndin that ııu cnenı pnm ».,~..ı,ı _ 


t hc oncr»"* . ,, Bl,a,J1,n g ever y nerve to 

upon tlıe pcoplc m Indıa lut ındcpendence vvould not be wortl, 

Zhing if the presem inhuman and harbarous killing of one community by 

J otlıer docs not immedıately end. Who can deny dut by his untirinn 

elloıt and at risk to his li/e he restored peace not only in Calcutta, but 

throughout Bastand Wesl Bengal. II today, thc Congress elTorts for the r 

t i„n of normal life are not bearing Iruit to the extcııt to \vhich they 


restora- 

should 


tion 01 nornitti 111 ^ ■* 6 ^ AIU1L vvrucn, ıhey shoulcl 

havc, it is bccause a largc seetion of thc pcoplc has become anti-Congress 
lor its having been a party to thc division of India. Let us hope and ^pray 
tlıat thc Union Government will sooıı succccd in restoringnormal life through¬ 
out the lıuge country .” 2 

Mr. Khaliquzzaman’s statement, as jts tone and tenor show, 
is an attempt to condone the Indian Government’s conduct, defend 
its policies and absolve it of responsibility for tbe terrible sufferings 
of the Muslini minority in India. It is based on certain assumptions 
which are unjustifiable. He contends tbat in West Punjab the non- 
Muslim minority had also ‘suffered in suclı a measure tiıat mass 
emigration bas taken place tlıere’. He lorgets that mass killings started 
in Hast Punjab and Delhi and vvhen blood-stained trains with dead 
Müslim bodies reacbed West Punjab, tlıere vvas a natural reaction lead- 
ıng to reprisals which no Pakistani leader ever condoned or defended. 
e Pakistani authorities, botlı Central and Provincial, took pronıpt 
,^ ron § measures to qucll tbe distıırbances and restore normal 
Pun , 1 k°n , iL- r ^ ereaS k |d *ng, lootiııg and burning continued in East 
Azam * A other parts of India. İt vvas tbe desire of the Qaid-e- 

should sta ^ ^ ^ a ^ ıstan ‘ leaders that tbe non-Muslim minority 
hon of ^ 111 ^ fistan. But the Indian leaders insisted on total evacua- 

(Vom Has^P^^b mS * T ° m ^ es) Punjab and NWFP and of Muslinıs 

ne ither at t]^ 1 ^ ^ eads fc Bat the calamity that had taken place vvas 

Van ce and ln ^ a,nce '•Be tvvo Governments nor vvith their conni- 
?° Ve fnnient e re ° ls Bandit Javvabarlal Nebru’s statement that his 
, ar as the PakPst S ^ a ^ en unawares * Choudhry Salıeb’s remarks, in so 
* case 0 fth n G° vernrnerıt İs concerned, are correct, but not so 
t ^ m Pb ment tQ ® Government of India. Unvvittingly he pavs a poor 
ow lead nt j‘ an Government’s sources ol information and to 

Wi t ? Pe °ple after^ tü read the mind and intentions of their 

in ci >ir consen^T 1101 ? tlle Sub -continent had been decided upon 
Cnt w hich t u n ^ İS COnnec tion, reference may be made to an 
0ok P l ace at tbe Vicerov’s office in New Delhi on 

dhr y Khaliquzzam an ’s book Pathway to Pakistan, Pages 401-402. 



,0 ^ in 


Scanned by CamScanner 




t 


, M . S l KNEW Hi» 

q md-e-« aM A 




f .he Partition Councıl, Lord 
iftar -i meet i ng mLu Sard.tr Patel the Qaıd-e- 

S°KKan,'a C.l)«^ ^“lor 

îüVi'SSS.f” 

-f reC ’ ... brought W 

•W C.!.^-İed SP. As a result, «he 
Trouble-makcrs '«.^ , ud been cl ° S 7J sikh plots afaot «o saboUge 

eenıres h, «be MM* ,i, L only «"^aLs «vere implicated. 

C.I.D. were corom that se veral of the . an( j cop i e s of leaflets 

the plan for a number of Şıkh pe rbon was to blow up the 

Hcproduced letters GurU dwaras. On P pro ceedLng to 

and i—t-s -^ ° p b; a nother w* to ttack t ^ ^ 

ı a t;z'^ 

*"** put 

«arnings of trouble from Jenkms 

out of the 'vay. t-Vı^J 

İt cannot, therefore. be de««ied that J and 

Indian Government «vere not on ■ t0 discharge 

murderous intentions of theır people but the) f ^ ^ 0rder and 
their elementary responsıbdıty for mam ınin0 rity. It ıs a fact 

protection of tlıe life and propeı Y j _P -tfford protection to 

L the Indian poliçe and even the Ar,rry d,d hot artotd p 
the hapless Muslin» in the troublous days ot August-beptem 

Tovvards the conclusion of his statement, Choudhry Saheb adnrıts 
that 'the Congress efforts for the restoration of normal de « 
bearing fruit to the extent to «vhich tlrey should have , but he ı 
diately blames it on the division of India, for he attnbuted 
of the Congress efforts to a large section ol the people havıng , 

anti-Congress ‘for its having been a party to the ^ lvlsl , on J > Dt t o 


anti-Congress ‘for its having been a party to the division o ^ 
This assumption is again contrary to İacts and is a feeble a ^ em P ^ 
exonerate the Congress of the blame \vhich attaches to it. ı y“ ıe ^ 
been large-scale, savage killing of innocent Muslinıs in Bı ar ^ 
Garhmukhteswar (UP) in October and November 1946.The ^° n ® eJ ^. 
till then, had not agreed to partition and it held the reins ot G° ve ^ n ^^> 
in both these provinces. Congressmen themselves vvere behın p^ e |J 
riots and some of them actually participated in them. Sardaı a ^^ 
iron-man of the Congress, in his speech at the Meerut Sessıon 
Congress in November, 1946, had sarcastically asked the ^ 1 
to examine the ‘balance-sheet’ of casualties and threatened them 
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tlıe 

Mr 


rd "il 


Her 


/orC | >v... be met vvith the svvord 

c ümdhi’s culı of Ahim» (non-violence) thereateni’nı;' the m"Z 
1 the svvord! Wlut effect such uttcrances had on the 


e was a follovver of 

" 1 t-lıer s\vora i vvua». auu, mıeraııccs had on Hin ıı;„ ı 

"fjsih he imagined. If Choudhry Saheb’s contcntions ^"£^3 
t *ould have to he recogmsed that the division of India, to w hkh 
dian leaders had consented, prov.ded the Hindus vvith a just cause 
* f A |l on the Muslims and extermınate them. As a matter of f act th 
Congress at that time vvas a.very povverful organisation, commandinc, 
me allegiance and support ot a vast majority ot Hindus and if its leaders 
had made serioııs etforts, backed by their ovvn Government which 
certainly had far greater resources than the Pakistan Government, 
thev vvould have succeeded in bringing the situation quickly under 
trol and preventing bloodshed and genocide of the Müslim minoritv 


con 


It is, therefore, obvious that Choudhry Saheb’s statement vvas 
no service to his uniortunate co-religionists in India whose leader he 
claimed to he, \vhile it had tlıe effect of hampering Pakistan’s efforts 
to expose ill-treatment of India’s Müslim minority in the vvorld 
abroad and securing sorne relief for the Muslims in their sufferings. 
VVith. evident satisfaction Choudhry Saheb claims that his ‘statement 
\vas verv vvell received in India as it ought to have been,’ and further, 
the people gave it vvelcome vvhich exceeded my expectations\ This 
is quite understandable. It Choudhry Saheb’s statement vvas very vvell 
received and vvidely welcomed in India it vvas be cause be, as a Müslim 
eader, had given a clean certibcate to the lndian Government and the 
ongress leaders and had, bv implication, questioned Pakistan’s 
IndT^ t0 , erısure P r °tection and reliet to the Müslim minoritv in 
the^h aCt ’ Choudhrv Saheb’s statement, read as a vvhole against 
m ac gfound ol tlıe conditions tlıen prevailing, amounts to an 
topt to injure Pakistan’s image abroad. 


pl JL 

ırrie to P h* 7 tben mentions the circumstances in vvhich he 

et him a * Stan * Sa ) s be vvas sent for by Mr. Gandhi and vvhen he 
ery cord m i| D ’ e,hİ ° n ^cptember 3°> Mr. Gandhi ‘embraced’ him 
- vv °ulcJ â ' i ^ CCOrt bng to Choudhry Saheb, Mr. Gandhi said that 
Jey m Us(; n0t a *°' v tbe Mussalmans to cravvl on the streets in India. 
j aadhiji th^- W ' t * 1 se,f ' res pect.’ On this Choudhry Saheb said, 
ca Us lV S , Ve 7 ,learten 'ng. Hovv can I be ot any service in this 
le Sindhi Hin ı And Mr - Gandhi’s replv vvas, ‘Ifyou eouid penuade 
Choı^lK 5 n0t to run awa y from Sind, my task in India wouİd 
" Mr. ij n , r y Saheb pleaded that he had had no communioation 
•'»«»ork T Z his party since they left India for Pakistan, but 
have to contact them and find out theirv.evvs . 
n § e plea. Surely the vievvs and policy of the Qaid-e-A/am 
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|. A'/.AM AS I KNI W MİM 




. Müslim I <>" ll,is H.a U nknown 

. < |Vı rv Klaliflu/zaman. İle b.ul nc.l ben »eparate.l IVo m |, is 

erscwhile colleagues foı ye»». Hu Q*W-e Azam had repeaieclly 
, ,.,l tini thc mom-Mmsİİiii mlnorıty ahoııbl stay ın l’akutan and had 

I i, ,,r ı| lt * l'ullcsl nmlrctıon and had backod his assuranees with 

^ ı.-,. ; n.. U ri»„«. o. *. klnH 

llnl Ind laken place In I as! and W esi l’unjab. İn Karatln, illere was 
onlv onc disturbance wl.it I. was broueht .imler control vvitlıin a few 
hours vvhereas in Delili, thc killlng »I Muslinıs had göne on lor ılays 

« ■ i * II i Â. î l.. I-» A 4 rL I 


tooelhcr Choudhry Saheb binişeli states in his book that vvhenhemet 
Mr. Khuhro, tlıc Premicr of Sind, the latter ‘expressed great resent- 


ment aeainst the Congress Presidcnt Acharya Kirpalani for not pulling 
his vveight in dissuading the Sindhi Mindus from leavıng Pakistan, 
although he (Khuhro) w as doing everything possible to assure them of 
the safety of their lives and security of thcir propertv wıth the full 
knovvledge and sanetion of Mr. Jinnah’. The Government of Pakistan 
even allo\ved the Indian High Commissioner, Mr. Sri Prakasa, to pro- 
ceed to Larkana in Sind accompanied hy Mr. Khuhro, to persuade 
Sindhi Hindus not to migrate to India but, as Chaudhry Saheb says, 
‘the attempt d id not succeed.’ 


It passes one’s comprelıension as to vvhy Mr. Gandhi charged 
Choudhry Khaliquzzaman with the task of persuading Sindhi Hindus 
to stay in Pakistan. Choudhry Saheb ought to have asked Mr. Gandhi 
to assign this fıınction to Acharya Kirpalani who, being a Sindhi Hindu, 
was the right person to use his influence vvith the Hindus ot Sine not 
to leave their homes. The fact is that Acharya Kirpalani w as exerting 
his influence in the opposite direetion. He was persuading the Hin u 
traders and bankers to migrate to India in the hope that thc vacuurn 
thus created vvould ruin Pakistan’s economy beyond repaır. 
remarked in one of his speeches, ‘A strong, cconomically success u 
India can win back the seceding children to its lap. The freedom w 
have achieved cannot bc complete vvithout the ıınity ol India. 

Hovvever, ChoudhryKhaliquzzaman arrived in Karachi on 
2, 1947, with bag, baggage and family as an emissary from Mr. 
ostensibly with the object of preaching the virtues of peace. 
an intervievv with the Qaid-e-Azam on October ç, and is 
of the intervievv, reproduced belovv makes strange reading. 

“Mr. Jinnah came with my rejoinder to Sir Zafrullah Khan s ^^j caSt 
in his hand and read it to me, expressing surprise that it had bcen 


a her Neighh° urs 

Quoted in Selig S. Harrison’s article ‘Troubled India and n 
published in the magazine, Foreign AflTairs dated Janu.ıry, 
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. jj a |br tince days. I remmcled hım t hat it vvas the statement of the 
fro>» 111 V he Opposition in the Ind.an Constitucnt Assembly and India had 
Lcad ? r în*<*at importance to it. Thereupon he said, ‘It has hurt us verv nıuch ı * 


T ı»rcat importance to ıı. . ucrcupon ne sam, u nas hurt us verv nıuch 
^ . flıim boW anything said hy a Müslim Citizen of India could bind dovvn 
1 aS r 'emment of Pakistan or have ?ny effect on it. Nevertheless as he was 
the °° |kd with my ansvver, I said I would not go back to India but would 
diss . aUS nW resicnation, to cnable someone else who might lıave his confidence 
sendm ) » j serve t he Indian Muslims.” 

to repiace m* 

Choudhry Saheb adds that ‘After I came back to my house I 

hed my heart to bow 1 bac ’ c ^ one an y barm to Pakistan or its 
m y r ejoinder as I knew that Pakistan was as keen to see peace 

P e ^ u iet restored in tbe sub-continent as \vere Gandhiji and Javvahar- 
n ’^Enough has been said before to show hovv Choudhry Saheb’s 
statement not only hurt Pakistan and the Müslim minority in India 
butalso helped India in its virulent campaign to malign Pakistan and 
topresenta respeclable picture of itseli to the vvorld. But the strangest 
par t of Choudhry Saheb’s renıarks is his attempt to shift the blame on 
the Qaid-e-Azam for his refusal to go back to India. Of course, his 
statement could not bind dovvn the Government of Pakistan but that 
is beside the point. His statement, hovvever, had certainly hurt Pakistan, 
itspeople and Government lor reasons vvhich have already been set out 
indetail. His argument that he ‘vvould not go back to India but would 
send in his resignation to enable someone else vvho might have his 
(Qaid’s) confidence to replace me and serve the Indian Muslims’ beats 
allreasonand logic. If the Qaid had expı*esseö an unfavourable opinion 
about a particular statement of his, that did not furnish Choudhry 
Saheb vvith an excuse not to return to the country to vvhich he had 
sworn allegiance only a fevv days earlier and to turn his back on his 
co-religionists vvhom he represented in the Indian Parliament out of 
b own free will, as he has himself stated in his book. India and 
the^ 11 n Vİn ^ come xnto being as tvvo separate, independent States, 
c onfid C ° U n ° ^ uest * on someone enjoying the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
India^IM• e ^ ecte< ^ as ^ ea der ot the Müslim League Party in the 
w °uld ı\ T lanaent: - Even il it vvere possible, the Government ol India 
^possible^ to ^ eratec ^ an d the lile of such a leader vvould be 
°r make su h ** ^° r d * d dle Q a 'd-e-Azam ever express such a vvish 

tb ink of a a e mand. In his ovvn interest, Choudhry Saheb should 
so that th < T onv ^ ncxn g explanation for his failure to return to 
stoıian may take a lenient vievv ot it. 

^ Cc ordi 

:Sed that'gy^ ° Wn testi »nony, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman had 
san - Sindlî i Hind P ossible was being done to ensure the safety 

of Mr îj US Lİ fe anc1 P ro P ert y ‘vvith the full knovvledge and 
^ îet r estored nah ı and that ‘ Paki stan vvas as keen to see peace 
ln tb e sub-continent as Gandhiji and Javvaharlal.’ 
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a r rmırSe for Chaudhry Saheb, therefore, would have been to 
ThepropC his duty in j IU |ia and to have prevailcd upon Mr. 

rlndhi and other Congress leaders (of whom he fpeaks in warm terrm) 
to redouble their efforts for the protecfion ot mınorities as Pakistan 
was doincr. Choudhry Salıcb recalls the advice given by the Qaid-e- 
Azam, on July 6 , 1947, to the Muslims remaining in India that ‘the 
minorities should be loyal to the State to vvhich tlıey beJong.’ It was a 
perfectly sound and unexceptionable advice andChaudhrySaheb admits 
that he‘took it seriouslytoheart’. He (’urtherStates that he had travelled 
from Lucknoıv, leaving his wife serioıısly ili, in order to be present to 
welcome the Independence ol India.’ On the night of August 14.-1 ç he 
spoke after Pandit Nehru, expressing sentiments of loyalty to the 
Indian Union. He recalls with evident pride that ‘Jawaharlal came 
direct to nıe and embraced me heartily for the sentiments I had express- 
ed.’ Surely the sentiments vvhich Choudhry Saheb had expressed on 
such a şölenin occasion should not have been cast aside even il he felt 
that the reception accorded to hini in Pakistan was not to his liking. 

I nıay here recall the exanıple of the late Na\vab Mohamnıed İsmail 
Khan vvho belonged to the saıııe province as Choudhry Saheb. Navvab 
Saheb voluntarily chose to remain in India and stuck it out throughout 
his life vvithout uttering a \vord of complaint. He retained the respect 
in vvhich he vvas held botlı in India and Pakistan. 

Toıvards the end of his book, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman graciously 
concedes that ‘a strong and living Pakistan’ is ‘eviclence enough of his 
(the Qaid’s) solid achievement’ and ‘the title ol Qaid-e-Azam conferred 
on him by the people’ is ‘a merited tribute to commemorate him , 
and further, ‘that Mr. Jinnah was a great man no one can doubt and 
when he took up the Pakistan cause he never svverved İroni it. But 
in the next breath he nullifies tlıese eulogies by reprodııcing a sen tence 
from Sardar Patel’s speech vvhich is quoted in an Urdu book ol histon • 
Translated into English, the sentence reads: ‘The man "h° S° 
Pakistan established belonged to this city. Thank God he has left an ^ 
vve are verv happy.’ The lact that Choudhry Saheb thought fit to en^ 
his book with this quotation shovvs that he evidently regards hiru s ^ 
as the creator of Pakistan. It is another matter, though perhaps it is 0 
concern to Choudhry Saheb, that tne Pakistan nation and every kn°' v 
ledgeable man in the other parts of the vvorld hails Qaid-e-Azam» 
Muhammed Ali Jinnah ol hallovved menıory, as the Founding f a 
ot Pakistan. 
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--r t[NDIX 

(in the High Court of w 

01 West Pakistan K , 

{ l n thc Chlrf Court ’o, s"' 0 , Benth ’ K ««hi) 

J Çivi, Misc . Appln 'T**"*- 

Mr. Mahnuıd lllahi, sonofM,- k . ’" 3 ° f ’ 9 49. 

■a, s, merclıant, residing at No." 3 "f'İ’ M “slim, adult, aged 31 

t-Leod Road, Karachi.’ d Floor Mohatta Buildino, 

. Petitioner. 





1. 

2 . 


Versus. 

The Davvn Trust. 

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Chotani. 


“A.” 

On Court Fee Stamp of 

Rs. 1177/8/- (Rupees One thoıısand one lııındred and seventv 
seven and annas eight only). * 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME I, 
MOHAMMED .ALI JINNAH Müslim, Inhabitant at present residina at 
10, Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi SEND GREETINGS: WHEREAS 
the Müslim community in India beiııg backvvard in education and other 
social matters and public life, certain Müslim Philanthropists of India 
declded to provide the Müslim public vvith good newspapers by dissemi- 
nation of ne\vs and ventilation of opinion on ali matters of public iııterest 
to them AND WHEREAS in pursuance of the said desire several Müslim 
«ılanthropists contributed large sums for starting newspapeı*s vvith the 
J°' e objects AND WHEREAS the amount of such contributions in my 
|î% r U ^ t0 ^ ate tonıes tü Ks. 1 )S 7 , 000 I- vvhich 1 hold in trust for the 
tit f Q JSe start ‘ n g such nevvspapers in English and Urdu as I may deem 

public of India with good newspapers by 
^lîtiatte/ 10 ? news anc ^ by ventilation of educated public opinion on 
^ I ou U T İOna1 ’ S0cıa l or otherwise aflecting them AND VVHERE- 
and od ? sa ^ fll nds purehased printing macbinery, stock ol 
ru nnino f mat,lines an d tools reauired for running newspapeıs 
| a ' n §Hsh laıia u ?\^ Eltisi i nı news papers one knovvn as DAW N 
AKiıo a ? e a nd the ot-h^r __ “y AMtmOR” in Urdu 


^ and U u^ and tht 

° w hereas 




and the other knovvn as c< MANSHOOR 

tke said papers are providing the Müslim 


. 


- 


Tf\A 
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,- hv in» thc opinion upon ali malters afl'ectlng 
, ,. n ews“' dvan r„o ıho cducatcd publıc opinion amongft 
public W‘ h »' , | ic and spreadın» , 0 f t h e printing press, machi- 

fhe M^&eAS 1 am ^ said nevvspapers “DAWN” and 

them other assets belongmg ^ /./_ (Rupees tvventy two 

naj^o” and a sum»' mıst of the Müslim public oflndia 
•' MANS d H four hundred and « ^"j^aking a formal declaration of 
thousana no\v des 1S sets ot thc said newspapers 

AND WH nec. oVthe said mach.nery ^ of and ^ 

tT mt mje p ,. Manshoor ” mt ' lud ' f d ö N0 W KNOWYE AND THESE 
o,r lıeldby me İn trust as ator sa.d NO ^ ^ {he printing press , 
PRESENTS W1TNESS and I dc j other outstandings and assets of 

plants, machinery, s«ock of pap . lManshoor ” of Delhi and (he sum of 
fhe said two papers Davvr. ^ four hundred and filty) novv 

Rs. 12,4W' ( Ru P“ S ( ''; e ' y Q , Trusts for the purpose ot prov.dmg (he 
with me are held by me upon dissemination of news and 

Müslim public w ith go°d neucp P matters 0 f public interest 

ulvine them educated Müslim op pr operty and I lıave no 

and fhereby further declare ttotth^areV ^ ^ , am 

proprietary interests tlıeıun aı assets with absolute 

the Sole “Mutavalli” (Trustee) o ^the «dtun* fits derived from 

EİrSS! Seîtm be applied in petpetuity to the 

follovving charitable purposes: 

(a) For the maintenance of the said nevvspapers 'n an ^ 

condition and manner and also lor the developm 
improvement of the said nevvspapers. 

(b) For providing well equipped and modern Press tor the saı 

newspapers. . ^ 

(c) For establishing other organs and press and News ' S®"“ blic 
other parts of India for providing organs ol educate p 

opinion. faith in 

(d) For giving education to suitable young men ot Muslini aı 

the art of Newspaper work, journalism and cauoons. ^ 

(e) For purchasing immovable property tor housıng 

nevvspapers, and as the 

(J) Generally for such objects of General public ^’ or the 

trustee or trustees for the time being ıııay thin 
benefit of the Muslini comnıunity ot India. 

■)q ^v^| 4 t"O 

AND THESE PRESENTS FURTHER W1TNESS that l wiU h ^j n ^ed " il1 
nominate nıy successor or successors and lıe or they so n°ı ^ n . vC the 
be the Mutavalli or Mutavallis in ıııy place and stead and u 
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power to change ıh- •, 

ineni «>r app 0 {®, a,cl «omıııces or successors and make fresh appoint- 
| oo'minatod s | la || |^ ts ’ ar, d neither 1 nor the Muttavalli or Mutavallis so 
transfer the snnie CXc \ P° Wer tü sc "> mottgage or in any other way 
tunv-spapers and ali CC P* as ^ay he necessary for the purpose of the said 

• lı.ıml* of the MııtavaU‘^1 |f*? n § in S to t * ıe sa,f * P a P ers an d funds in the 
S the pnrnose of t-l-ıp c,:,/ Sia 1C deposited in banks and utilised for 

papeı s and for the objects mentioned above. 

The Tıustee or Trustees d, un 

ae ents by çıNing him or them 'T P °' Ver t0 a PP oınt an y a § ent or 
® ^ enı s pccıal or general povver of attorney. 

İN VVIINİ SS THtREOF I the saki Mohammed Ali Jinnah have 
horcun to set my handand seal at Delhi aforesaid this ı8th day of Novem- 
ber One thousand nine hundred and Forty six. 


Sd/- M.A. Jinnah, 
i 8.11.46. 


SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED 
hv the wilhin named 
MOHAMMED ALI JİNNAH 

in the presence ol 

Sd/- VVahiduddin Ahmad, 

Advocate, 

Sd/- Mahmood Haşan, 

General Manager, 

Dawn, & Manshoor. 

Presen ted by Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, M.L.A. of No. 10, 
Aurangzeb Road,' Nevv Delhi, at his above mentioned residence as a 
Special Case by permission of the Registrar Delhi, thıs ı 9 th day of 
November, 1946 between the hours of 3 & 4 p.m. 


3 &4P- 

Sd/- Aziz Ahmad Khan, 
Sub-Registrar, Delhi. 


^/- M. A. Jinnah. 

, Execution admitted by the said Mr. Mohd Alı Jinnah who ıs 
to me personatly, correctioııs are imtıalled. 


i ^ A. Jinnah. 


Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 
Sub-Registrar, Delhi. 


Seal of the Sub- 
Registrar of Delhi. 
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Registered as No. 639 in book No. 4, Volüme No. 280, on page 
232 to 242 this iç days of November, 1946. 

Compared. Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 

S. M. Hanif. R.C. Sub-Registrar Delhi. 

True copy. 

Sd/- Wahiduddin Ahmed. 

Certified to be true copy of a true copy. 

Sd/- Superintendent. 
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